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A commemorative bust of John Hume (1937-2020) – awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1998 for his 
tireless efforts to bring peace to his native Northern Ireland – was unveiled in the European 
Parliament in Strasbourg on Tuesday 7 June 2022. Having served as an MEP from 1979 to 2004, John 
Hume understood the European Parliament as a forum in which to raise attention to the problems 
of Northern Ireland and build European support for resolving the conflict. And it was also – with a 
measure of seclusion not available to them in Belfast – a place where he and the unionist MEPs from 
Northern Ireland could work together to improve Northern Ireland's situation. 

The bust of John Hume, representing him at the age he was first elected to the European Parliament, 
is by Northern Ireland-born sculptor Elizabeth O'Kane, and has been donated to the Parliament by 
the Irish government. The bust was unveiled by the Irish Taoiseach, Micheál Martin, and the 
President of the European Parliament, Roberta Metsola. Before the ceremony, Chris Patten, former 
European Commissioner, delivered a lecture, in which he paid tribute to John Hume's work as peace-
maker and his commitment to democratic values. This Briefing brings together the texts of all three 
speeches.1 
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Lecture by Chris Patten on John Hume 
Lord (Chris) Patten of Barnes is a British Conservative politician who had a long career in public service,  
notably as Governor of Hong Kong from 1992 to 1997 and as European Commissioner for External 
Relations from 1999 to 2004. Earlier, he had been a junior minister in the UK government's Northern 
Ireland Office (1983 to 1985). Following the Good Friday/Belfast Agreement, he chaired the Independent 
Commission on Policing in Northern Ireland in 1998 and 1999, with its report leading to the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary – widely seen as hostile to the nationalist community – being replaced by the Police Service 
of Northern Ireland. 

 

It is a privilege to be invited to the European Parliament today to honour one of your most famous 
former Members, John Hume. 

John served in parliamentary bodies in Belfast, Westminster and from 1979 to 2004 here – a 
parliament to which he was elected five times. Hume was a man whose career brought lustre to the 
meaning and values of liberal democracy. From a slum in Derry, he rose to be rewarded with most 
of the prizes which open societies and liberal international opinion can offer. Voted in one poll in 
2010 as Ireland’s greatest, he nevertheless turned down the suggestion that he should be 
nominated as President of the Irish Republic. While he did not receive this honour, he was awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize, the Martin Luther King award and the Gandhi peace prize. 

It is tempting and easy simply to traverse the mountain tops of his curriculum vitae. But that fails, 
I think, to bring out the particular significance and relevance of a life so well and bravely lived, 
especially as we confront today some of the major tests and threats that loom over us. He challenged 
several of the worst consequences of my own country’s history and by doing that gave Britain and 
Ireland the chance of making a better job, than we often have in the past, of sharing in peace and 
prosperity our Archipelago off the coast of mainland Europe. He marked out the ley lines between 
social injustice and political extremism. He stood up courageously for reason and reconciliation 
against violence, and for the ballot box against the firebomb and the gun. He opposed the inherent 
tendency of identity politics to bury the values of civic humanism which are essential to a society 
that can live at peace with itself and its own history. And his career bore witness to the way in which 
all our most important efforts and aspirations could be best achieved through international 
cooperation not least at the European level. 

In the second half of a century which had done so much to recover from the horrors of its first 
decades, he stood out against the hatred and violence of those earlier years and their contemporary 
consequences, a period sometimes talked of as Europe’s second 30 Years War. They were years 
described by one of Britain’s greatest poets, WH Auden, writing as it happens about one of Ireland’s 
finest poets WB Yeats – 

In the nightmares of the dark 
all the dogs of Europe bark, 
 and the living nations wait 
each sequestered in its hate. 

I am one of 6 million holders of a British passport with at least one Irish grandparent, around 1/10 of 
the population of my country. Go back a little further, as I do, and that figure leaps exponentially. 
My own great-grandfather was born in Roscommon in 1829, and left Ireland for Britain during the 
years of the potato famine, one of the most shameful periods in Britain’s recent history. It is today a 
regular aspect of most of our cultural arguments in Europe for us to insist on examining the worst 
as well as the best of our history as individual countries. This seems to me a reasonable example of 
a mature patriotism (not something which is allowed in a totalitarian or authoritarian state, for 
example, like China), provided we do not always bury everything we have ever done in a deep grave 
of error and sin, and provided as well that we base our arguments on evidence not prejudice, 
avoiding applying notions of contemporary morality to what may well have been more acceptable 
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in the past. Sometimes the story takes us to faraway lands and sometimes it narrates events closer 
to home – for Germany its neighbours, for France Algeria and for Britain Ireland. And given what I 
said about our demographic ties with Ireland, it is perhaps surprising in our teaching of history in 
Britain that more attention has not been given to the story of Ireland and its relationship with 
England, Scotland and Wales. 

Ireland had been from Norman times a land often shaped by colonial conquest. From the beginning 
of the 17th century, picking up some advice from Machiavelli to Princes, the British Crown settled 
territory confiscated from the Gaelic Irish nobility in Ulster with Protestant Scottish and English 
colonists on the grounds that it was thought they would be more loyal to the monarch. This 
Plantation led eventually to the establishment of the Unionist state within gerrymandered 
boundaries in the north-east of Ireland, and the partition of the island with a largely Catholic 
independent republic to the south. 

The country in which John Hume grew up bore the scars and hatreds of what was called the 
Plantation and its aftermath. The majority of those who lived in the Northern Ireland state was just 
about Protestant by background and sometimes by worship, and was strongly in favour of the 
continuing union with Britain. Its government, with the distant and often seemingly absent-minded 
connivance of Westminster, discriminated against its Catholic minority economically, socially and 
politically. Look for a house or a job and you would find it a tougher challenge if you were a Catholic 
rather than a Protestant. British politicians would wag their fingers at American politicians over 
segregation and discrimination in the southern states of America while turning a blind eye to what 
was happening in Northern Ireland which became not unfairly known as 'John Bull’s political slum'. 
Even as a Catholic being educated at good schools in London, I can barely remember learning 
anything about Ireland let alone its northern Unionist oblast. 

John Hume grew up in Derry, or Londonderry as Unionists prefer to call it. Until he was five, he lived 
with his parents and five brothers and sisters in a single room and following that in a small two-
bedroomed house. The housing situation in Derry was appalling, made worse for Catholics by a 
Protestant Unionist council which there – as elsewhere – used providing, or failing to provide, social 
housing as a political weapon for retaining political dominance over the city. This upbringing 
cemented Hume’s understanding of the relationship between social justice and political harmony 
without ever embittering him about his Protestant neighbours. Just as he was later to argue that 
you could not protect civil rights by attacking human rights, so he grew into political activism with 
a deep understanding that promoting human rights – social, educational and economic – could and 
did sustain peoples’ basic rights as citizens.  

Like many other colleagues in the social democratic and nationalist movement in Northern Ireland, 
the prejudice suffered by his fellow Catholics inevitably drew him into democratic politics. This was 
also fuelled by his Christian faith and this in turn undoubtedly underpinned his work as a leader of 
the credit union movement, helping the poor to save and spend their modest means wisely. He 
believed that many Christians in the 1960s were recognising that their spiritual journey should be 
accompanied by helping people with their material development. The Christian, he argued, should 
'get up off his knees and go out into the world … concerned with all the problems, with the man 
who hasn’t got a job, the man who was hungry… We should create a nation, and the people that 
reflect our basic Christian beliefs, a place where people help people, and this is after all the basic 
idea of our credit union movement.' 

In a society so divided on religious lines, one of Hume’s most distinctive virtues was that like his 
senior colleagues in the Social Democrat and Labour Party, for example Seamus Mallon, his concern 
for social justice was not governed by the worst aspects of identity politics. While a Catholic and an 
Irish nationalist who wanted to see a united Ireland, he did not ignore the complexities of a society 
in which so many others passionately disagreed with his national vision. The Plantation, whatever 
its historic misdeeds, could not be undone. It had produced a community in Northern Ireland for 
whom this country was also their home. Four centuries of divided history could not be cleansed of 
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its toxicity by simply denying that this land was home to Unionists too. As the Northern Ireland 
Protestant poet John Hewitt wrote in his great poem 'The Colony', these Unionists had rights too…  

Rights drawn from the soil and sky; 
the use, the pace, the patient years of labour, 
the rain against the lips, the changing light, 
the heavy clay -soaked stride, have altered us, 
we would be strangers in the Capitol; 
this is our country also, nowhere else, 
and we shall not be outcast in the world.' 

It was a poem with which Hume was very familiar, and he recognised and respected its sentiments. 
As he wrote in the Irish Times as early as 1964, five years before he was elected to the Northern 
Ireland parliament, 'a positive step towards easing community tensions, and towards removing 
what bigotry exists among Catholics, would be to recognise that the Protestant tradition in the north 
is as strong and legitimate as our own. Such recognition is our first step towards better relations. We 
must be prepared to accept this and to realise the fact that if a man wishes Northern Ireland to 
remain part of the United Kingdom it does not necessarily make him a bigot or a discriminator.' 

This is a fine example of not allowing a narrow sense of identity to overwhelm good sense and 
human values. Nor did Hume’s Northern Ireland Catholic identity define his patriotism. In 1976, two 
years after the Ulster Council Workers’ strike had destroyed the attempt to establish and run a 
power-sharing government in Belfast, and when the constitutional convention that followed it was 
failing to provide a successor political settlement, he wrote in unequivocal terms that nationalism 
was not simply a matter of bunting, emblems and anthems. 'Ireland', he wrote, 'is not a romantic 
dream, it is not a flag, it is not just a piece of earth. It is 4½ million people divided into two powerful 
traditions and its problems can only be solved if the solution can be a lasting and permanent one, 
on the basis of agreements and partnerships between both. The real division of Ireland is not a line 
on a map, but is in the mind and hearts of the people'. Hume believed that unity could actually be 
found through diversity as had happened in the United States, provided that reconciliation and 
consent produce the glue not violence and the threat of it. 

This is, I suppose, the contribution to democratic politics and to Ireland for which John Hume will 
be most celebrated. Violence had been intermittent in Northern Ireland ever since the end of the 
First World War. Indeed the state itself was formed when a democratically constituted government 
at Westminster was threatened by hardline unionists in an act of what, had it not been cloaked in a 
faux patriotism , would have been described as insurrection. The Unionist state that was formed was 
itself attacked by Republican nationalists from time to time, and responded by using the largely 
Protestant police force, the volunteers of the Ulster Special Constabulary, and a supporting 
paramilitary force, the Ulster Defence Regiment, principally as a shield for the unionist state not as 
a servant of all the citizens of the province whatever their religion and party affiliation. The violence 
grew worse in the 1960s with the often brutal putting down of civil and human rights 
demonstrations (the Ulster civil rights association was formed in 1967) mostly but not exclusively 
comprising Catholics. The most famous of these events was the violence at the Burntollet bridge in 
1969 when a march was attacked by so-called 'loyalist' thugs, and the Ulster Special Constabulary, 
and later in 1972 the shooting of civilians in Derry by the British Army on what became known as 
Bloody Sunday. Ironically the army had been called into Northern Ireland to protect Catholics, and 
Protestants too, from the growing violence directed at the Northern Ireland government and 
citizens across the board by violent paramilitary extremists on both sides of the community. The 
Provisional Irish Republican Army was the most deadly of these groups, but not the only one. The 
IRA and their Republican political wing Sinn Fein argued — and killed, maimed and set off bombs 
to reinforce their arguments — that only they could defend Catholics from attacks on them, 
promote fairness in public policies and secure the goal of a united Ireland. 
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It took courage – physical, emotional and intellectual – to argue against this and as a Catholic and 
nationalist to make the case for ending violence and discrimination through democratic action. 
Hume argued unequivocally — 'we cannot… solve problems of difference by creating divisions. We 
cannot create peace by using violence. We cannot protect civil rights by attacking human rights. We 
cannot secure justice by abandoning the rule of law. We cannot achieve freedom by inflicting 
injustice'. 

Hume and his colleagues in the SDLP went from door to door, meeting to meeting, funeral to 
funeral, bombsite to bombsite, from one failed government effort to promote power-sharing to 
another, refusing to abandon the ballot box and a manifesto of reconciliation. They were abused, 
spat at, shot at, denounced and not always given as much support from a political establishment in 
London or perhaps even in other capitals as they deserved. But in 1998, after much spadework done 
by John Major and Albert Reynolds, they played a key role in securing the Good Friday agreement 
which was finally secured by Tony Blair, Bertie Ahern and George Mitchell. George Mitchell himself 
always made clear his view that while he did not think that the European Union was essential in the 
talks about the agreements, 'they would never have occurred had there not been a European Union'. 

So the Good Friday Agreement and the peace that it has brought to Northern Ireland for a quarter-
century was in large measure the legacy of Hume and his colleagues, and they were joined towards 
the end of the negotiations by some leaders of the Northern Ireland unionists who finally accepted 
(at least then) that in return for an end to violence and the acceptance that constitutional change 
could only be achieved through democratic means, there would be no obligation on members of 
what was still the minority community to accept allegiance to the symbols of the unionist state. They 
could still hold and advocate peacefully their aspirations for a united Ireland. The absence of a 
physical regulated border between the Republic and Northern Ireland was obviously central to this. 
That is why the question of the border was such a much advertised, at least by some, conundrum 
during the arguments about Brexit and its aftermath. Don’t worry, I will not bother you today with 
my views on the Northern Ireland Protocol. All I will say is that to play fast and loose with the integrity 
and fundamental meaning of the Good Friday Agreement, to obfuscate the ineluctable facts about 
it and the protocol in a cloud of mendacity and make-believe, does no service to anyone’s interests 
in preserving one of the most important initiatives in peacemaking achieved in Europe in many 
years. If the result of the present row is a return to mayhem and murder, it will be an indelible blot 
on the image of those concerned and an unforgivable slur on the legacy of all those like John Hume 
who fought for peace for so many years. 

John Hume did not allow his values to be constrained by national borders. He recognised that his 
values as a citizen of Ulster and Northern Ireland, and for the present the United Kingdom, should 
be founded on the crucial importance of international cooperation. So it was hardly surprising that 
he thought of himself as a son of Europe as well as of Derry, and he strongly supported strong ties 
with the USA and the global role of the United Nations, not least as it was originally envisaged. And 
what of his aspiration to become a citizen of an all-Ireland state? He would, I believe, not only have 
thought that could only be achieved with the consent of the majority of citizens of the north and 
the south, but would have agreed with Seamus Mallon that it would not be enough to accept a 
simple majority as the basis for Northern Ireland becoming part of an all-Ireland state. To make a 
new Ireland, north and south would require parallel consent. There would need in the north to be 
the consent as much as possible of what is rapidly becoming the minority unionist community as 
well as among nationalists and republicans. There would not be a peaceful and harmonious country 
if the new majority of Catholics imposed on Protestant unionists what had been imposed on them 
in the past. A United Ireland would depend, as John Hume said so often, on uniting hearts and minds 
and not just getting rid of border posts. The perception of what would need to happen was not the 
least of his contributions to Irish, British and European history. 

Men and women of my generation have been fortunate in the years of our birth. To have spent most 
of one’s years in the second half of the 20th century has been a stroke of huge luck. It has been like 
spending a life in the years after the Congress of Vienna. The future as we all know looks much less 
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certain. A declining power with a leadership marinaded in a paranoid sense of national grievance 
threatens to pull down the scaffolding of international order with, as a possible accomplice, another 
neo-totalitarian state rejuvenated by joining the global economy but now confronting even greater 
problems – for example, demographic, economic and environmental – than the challenges which 
face the world’s liberal democracies. But to answer those challenges and survive in these more 
turbulent times, those of us who live in open societies will need to work together on the basis of the 
values that have created our democracies. We cannot be greedy; we must not be complacent; and 
we must not delude ourselves. We should not lose sight of what has sustained our societies for the 
last 70 years. Unless we hang onto the rule of law and our freedoms, and work together in doing so, 
we will be undermined by those totalitarian, neo-totalitarian and autocratic governments that in 
fact regard what we stand for, what we do to govern ourselves, as an existential threat. 

John Hume knew what those values were. They are the story of his life: the rejection of a populist 
nationalism, of an introverted identity politics, of the violent resolution of political arguments. He 
understood the ties between social justice and political stability. He always remembered his church 
but never forgot the Christ who had founded it. He was an internationalist with a hard head who did 
not regard international cooperation as a soft way of avoiding tough choices. A democrat through 
and through, he was able to inspire and motivate through his courage and his words. He was an 
eloquent man – as the Irish are always supposed to be and often are. Quite simply John Hume left 
the world a better place than he found it. It is a task today and tomorrow for us to ensure in Ireland 
and Europe that things do not slip and slide back to where they were. That would be a betrayal of 
Hume’s legacy and – as much to the point – a betrayal of our children and our grandchildren too. 

Speech by An Taoiseach, Micheál Martin, on John Hume 
I am honoured to be here today, to remember and to celebrate the late John Hume, whom we sadly 
lost in 2020. It is a testament to the esteem in which John is held that so many of you have joined 
us. I would like to give a special welcome to John Jr., and the members of the Hume Foundation 
who have travelled here today.  

I am delighted also that the sculptor Liz O’Kane is here. Liz, it is a pleasure to meet you again and to 
commend you on this wonderful piece, which will stand as a constant reminder of how John Hume 
saw in the European Union a champion for peace in Ireland, and how he gave voice and built 
support for his remarkable vision. I am delighted also to see the Derry film-maker Maurice Fitzpatrick 
here. Maurice – with Irish government support – made the wonderful documentary John Hume in 
America, and I know that Maurice is currently seeking support in Brussels and Strasbourg to make a 
sister documentary - John Hume in Europe – and I wish him the best in this endeavour. 

This bust is a reminder of John’s unwavering commitment to peace on the island of Ireland, his 
commitment to the European ideal, and the political skill and tenacity with which he bound them 
together. John drew inspiration from the principles of respect for difference and of the 
representation of all people, embodied by the European Parliament. These became a key part of his 
political philosophy. 

Elected by the people of Northern Ireland in 1979, John served as MEP for twenty-five years until 
June 2004. He was fond of telling people of his first visit to Strasbourg – over 40 years ago now – 
when he crossed the bridge that links Strasbourg in France to Kehl in Germany – the Pont de 
l’Europe. John was struck by the idea that just over thirty years previously, the two countries linked 
by this bridge had been embroiled in the most brutal and devastating war in European history. 

More importantly, in Strasbourg, in this Parliament, people from across Europe came together, 
strengthened rather than divided by their diversity, to work together for a more prosperous and 
peaceful Europe. For John this was a powerful example of peace and reconciliation. He saw peace 
as a 'moral duty' and his commitment to that was unwavering. He made the achievement of what 
he described as ‘a just and lasting peace for all the people of Ireland’ his life’s work. At this, he 
succeeded, for which we all owe him a debt of gratitude. 
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John’s influence was key in reaching the Good Friday Agreement. It is fitting to recognise also the 
determined efforts of others who contributed so much to this achievement. The pursuit of peace 
needed courageous politicians like Nobel Laureates John Hume and David Trimble, but also activists 
like Monica McWilliams, Pearl Sagar and Jane Morrice. They crossed sectarian lines and ensured that 
women’s voices were heard and made a positive difference. Collectively, these and other political 
and civic leaders helped to create a better future for the whole community. 

The Good Friday Agreement shows what can be achieved when we work together in partnership, in 
Ireland and in the UK, with the support of our friends in Europe and the United States. And – as 
imagined first by John Hume – the Agreement was resoundingly endorsed by the people of Ireland, 
North and South, in transformational referendums in 1998, and it retains that support today. 

The people mandated power-sharing, North–South and East–West political institutions; principles 
of partnership, mutual respect and parity of esteem; and the overarching goal of striving 'in every 
practical way for reconciliation'. All parties to the Agreement need to live up to those principles and 
objectives today. And the Good Friday Agreement took inspiration also from the other great 
institution based here in Strasbourg, the Council of Europe, and in particular the European 
Convention on Human Rights – which was cited and woven into the Agreement itself. 

John regularly reminded us of the role that the European Parliament also played in inspiring the 
Good Friday Agreement. In 1998 he told MEPs that: 'the peace process in Northern Ireland has been 
most heavily inspired by the example of this House […] Let us not forget that the European Union 
is the best example … in the history of the world, of conflict resolution.' 

Pat Hume, John’s wife, also made a significant contribution to peace – in terms of intellect and 
principles, and in terms of personal commitment, grit and leadership. Together they were a 
formidable team. Since 2011, their native city of Derry, has its own Peace Bridge crossing the River 
Foyle that was built with the support from the European Union Peace III programme.  

Commissioner [Johannes] Hahn – it is hard to believe it is over 10 years since you travelled to Derry 
to officially open the bridge, which is both a symbolic and a practical expression of the European 
Union’s strong support for the peace process. Not least, the EU has, through successive PEACE and 
INTERREG programmes supported a wide range of projects and organisations to advance the work 
of reconciliation. The new PEACE PLUS programme, which will have a budget of over €1 billion, 
continues this important work and reaffirms the EU’s commitment to strengthening peace, 
reconciliation, and cross-border cooperation in Northern Ireland and across the island of Ireland. 

Ireland also deeply appreciates the solidarity that the European Parliament has shown throughout 
the Brexit process, and your informed understanding of the unique circumstances on the island of 
Ireland. As the architects of the Good Friday Agreement understood, Northern Ireland needs 
political frameworks that accommodate its societal, economic and geographic realities, 
underpinned by partnership between the Irish and UK Governments. I know that the EU remains 
committed to protecting the Good Friday Agreement and the progress achieved in the peace 
process from the challenges brought about by Brexit, and remains united in its commitment to the 
implementation of the Protocol in a way that works for the people of Northern Ireland. The EU – 
fundamentally a peace project – can take pride in its unstinting contribution to the peace process, 
including to this day. 

John Hume’s commitment to principles of non-violence, of respect for diversity, equality and 
protection of fundamental rights, and his work for peaceful change and social progress has, and 
continues, to inspire many across Europe. It is impossible to consider John Hume’s legacy without 
reflecting also on the terrible reality that brutal war has returned to the continent of Europe. Just a 
relatively short journey away, the people of Ukraine are bravely defending their country and our 
shared values against the onslaught of the Russian army, directed by a man who is opposed to 
everything we hold dear – democracy, freedom, the rule of law.  
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Those values – our values, John’s values – must prevail. There can never again be a dark curtain 
across Europe separating those who are free from those who live under autocracy and oppression. 
We stand with the people of Ukraine, because it is the right thing to do, and because of the vital 
importance of what they are defending. Ukraine is already part of our European family. It is asking 
to become part of our European Union. I support the people of Ukraine in that goal and I will work 
with them to help them achieve it. 

John knew the value of bringing people in, of inclusion, and of shared work together. He was a man 
of vision, a man of peace. We salute him and we honour his legacy. Thank you. 

Speech by Roberta Metsola, President of the European 
Parliament, on John Hume 
Throughout his life, John Hume was inspired by the theme of reconciliation of the City of Strasbourg. 
In speaking at the European Parliament, about the process of brokering peace in Northern Ireland, 
he said that: 'What we are actually doing is following the example of this very city where we stand'. 
In remembering the devastation left across Europe in 1945, with Strasbourg at its epicentre, John 
added: 'Who could have forecast then, that we would have an entirely new Europe today, in which 
we stand together while respecting our differences.' 

As President of the European Parliament, I can tell you that these words have such profound 
meaning, when I chair a European democratic assembly that brings elected representatives from 
across 27 different Members States together to dialogue in peace, in one place. 

For John Hume, the city of Strasbourg was 'a symbol of hope.' But beyond that, he believed in the 
benefits that this House could bring – as they did – to the people in his community and to all 
Europeans. Effectively and astutely, he used the European Parliament precisely for the purpose it 
was created: 'to work our common ground', as he put it and to 'respect our differences'. 

A publication including John Hume’s most notable interventions during his time as EP Member is 
available here. In reading through extracts from his speeches, I was most struck by the constructive 
dialogue of reconciliation that John Hume was able to nurture in this House between 
representatives of all sides during 'The Troubles' in Northern Ireland. As though the European 
Parliament itself served as Ombudsman or as a House for mediation.  

And here, let me salute all the work conducted by my predecessor, Former President of the 
European Parliament and current President of the Jean Monnet Foundation Mr Pat Cox, who 
tirelessly puts diplomacy and mediation at centre stage of all business and continues to stand up for 
democracy support around the world, especially in Ukraine ever since 2014. 

Whether debating with protestant MEPs from Northern Ireland or with UK MEPs during the Troubles, 
John Hume embodied the need for constructive and peaceful dialogue in this European Parliament. 
He stated that to broker peace, 'the most difficult step was to create the conditions for dialogue'. 
Respecting difference and bringing differences together, to sit together, at the same negotiating 
table – there lies the challenge. John Hume firmly believed, as we do, that democracy and dialogue 
would lead to peace. He believed in humankind. In his words: 'Difference is the essence of humanity. 
Difference should therefore never be the source of hatred or conflict. Therein lies a most 
fundamental principle of peace: respect for diversity.' These words are a guiding principle even 
today.  

As peace talks progressed favourably in the 1990s around Northern Ireland, John Hume was 
adamant that 'there can be no turning back'. A reminder to our generation of the importance of 
safeguarding the Good Friday Agreement of which John Hume – together with all protagonists 
concerned – was instrumental in hammering out. It is therefore no surprise, that John Hume was co-
recipient of the 1998 Nobel Peace Prize together with David Trimble. In 1999, he was decorated 
Officer of the Légion d'honneur, the highest order of merit of the French Republic. 
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As Bloomsday approaches next week, and as this year marks 100 years since the publication of the 
world famous masterpiece Ulysses by James Joyce, let us note that John Hume also received the 
James Joyce Award that lauds those who have achieved outstanding success – as John Hume did – 
in their given field. He received so many decorations from across the world. While it is our collective 
responsibility to remember not to take for granted: the gift of peace today.  

In this respect, I would like to praise the ongoing work of the John and Pat Hume Foundation for 
peace and reconciliation. It was launched in 2020 to commemorate the outstanding contributions 
made by both John and Pat Hume to their local communities but more generally to other areas in 
the world of conflict. 

'Let us not forget that the European Union is the best example, as we have learned, in the history of 
the world of conflict resolution.' And on that last quote from John Hume, the Taoiseach and I will 
now jointly unveil the sculptor of a great man who forever does this European House of Democracy 
proud. Thank you. 

 

FURTHER READING 
John Hume: Northern Ireland's peace-maker and committed European, EPRS Briefing, 2022. 

John Hume at the European Parliament - A compilation of addresses, European Parliament, 2022. 
 

Established in November 2020, the John and Pat Hume Foundation for Peaceful Change and 
Reconciliation aims not just to protect their legacy, but to promote the lessons of peace and 
reconciliation and inspire future courageous leaders. The Foundation is a member of the European 
Parliament's Network of Political Houses and Foundations of Great Europeans.  
www.humefoundation.org  

 

ENDNOTE
 

1  NB The speeches are reproduced here as prepared and may not represent the final versions as delivered. The  
Parliament has published a video with highlights of the ceremony. 
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