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1 INTRODUCTION 

This document has been prepared to inform the Environment, Public Health and Food 

Safety (ENVI) Committee’s delegation to the United States of America taking place from 16 

to 19 March 2015. 

The information presented in this document has been collected from the following websites: 

 EPA official web site (http://www.epa.gov/) 

 Wikipedia 

 The Carnegie Mellon University 

(http://telstar.ote.cmu.edu/environ/m3/s7/envframework.shtml) 

 

 

 



The United States Environmental Policy 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

PE 536.323 7 

2 STRUCTURE OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION IN 

THE UNITED STATES 

 

The Environmental regulatory framework in the United States is based on a tripartite 

system. The Congress (Senate and House of representatives) representing the Legislative 

branch, is in charge of passing the environmental laws and statutes that set overall goals 

for policy development. The Congress also directly influences the executive branch through 

a series of formal and informal controls.  

The Executive branch is the governmental authority on environmental issues. Its role is to 

implement congressional policy. This branch is not only represented by the Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) but also by a broad range of departments with environmental 

competencies. 

The Judicial branch is represented by the courts with on top of them the United States 

Supreme Court. The ultimate arbiters of the meaning of a particular statue or constitutional 

provisions are the court. In a very real sense, what an agency can or must do is what the 

courts say it can or must doi. 

The competencies concerning the environment protection in the United States are very 

fragmented. For instance, both chambers of Congress have each ten different committees 

dealing with the environment. The most important committees in the House of 

Representatives in this respect are the Committee on Energy and Commerce (responsible 

for air, drinking water, noise, radiation, solid waste and toxics) and the one on 

Transportation and Infrastructure (competent for water pollution, water resources and also 

for noise). In the Senate the prominent committee in the field of environment is the 

Committee on Environment and Public works with competencies in air, drinking water, 

noise, nuclear energy, ocean dumping, outer continental shelf, research and development, 

solid waste, toxics and water.  

As far as the executive branch is concerned the competencies have been attributed 

according to the progressive entry into force of environment-related laws. In particular 

there is the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (1948), the Air Pollution Control Act (1955), 

the first Clean Air Act (1963), Solid Waste disposal Act (1965), Water Quality Act (1965) 

and the Air Quality Act (1967). 

                                           

i Ashford, N.A. and Caldart, C. C. (2008), "Environmental Law, Policy and Economics- Reclaiming the 

Environmental Agenda". Massachusetts Institute of Technology   

KEY POINTS 

 The competencies on the environment protection are very fragmented within the 

Unites States system 

 The corner stone of the current environmental legislation is the National 

Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) of 1969 

 The Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) primary responsibility is to develop and 

enforce environmental regulations 

 The EPA helps to formulate environmental laws for passage by Congress and it has 

the power to issue sanctions and levy fines 

http://usgovinfo.about.com/library/weekly/blfedregs_a.htm
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With the entry into force of the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) in 1970 the 

Nixon administration set up a new organic approach on environmental regulations. NEPA's 

most significant effect was to set up procedural requirements for all federal government 

agencies to prepare environmental assessments (EAs) and environmental impact 

statements (EISs). Congress established the Council on Environmental Quality within the 

Executive Office of the President as part of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 

(NEPA). In enacting NEPA, Congress recognized that nearly all federal activities affect the 

environment in some way and mandated that before federal agencies make decisions, they 

must consider the effects of their actions on the quality of the human environment. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._federal_government
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_agency
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Environmental_impact_statement
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Environmental_impact_statement
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3 BASIC LEGISLATIVE ACTS 

3.1.  National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) 

The essential purpose of NEPA is to ensure that environmental factors are weighted equally 

when compared to other factors in the decision making process undertaken by federal 

agencies. The act establishes the national environmental policy, including a 

multidisciplinary approach to considering environmental effects in federal government 

agency decision making. The act also established the President's Council on Environmental 

Quality (CEQ) to advise the president in the preparation of an annual report on the 

progress of federal agencies in implementing NEPA, on national policies nurture and 

promote the improvement of the environments quality, and on the state of the 

environment.  

The effectiveness of NEPA originates in its requirement of federal agencies to prepare an 

environmental statement to accompany reports and recommendations for funding from 

Congress. This document is called an environmental impact statement. NEPA is an action-

forcing piece of legislation, meaning that the act itself does not carry any criminal or civil 

sanctions. All enforcement of NEPA is to be obtained through the process of the court 

system. 

A major federal action has been expanded to include most things that a federal agency 

could prohibit or regulate. In practice, a project is required to meet NEPA guidelines when a 

federal agency provides any portion of the financing for the project. Sometimes, however, 

review of a project by a federal employee can be viewed as a federal action and would 

then, therefore, require NEPA-compliant analysis. 

NEPA covers a vast array of federal agency actions, but not all actions are necessarily 

covered under NEPA. The act does not apply to purely private or purely public state action. 

This means that there is a complete absence of government influence or funding 

concerning that specific action. Exemptions and exclusions are also present within NEPA's 

guidelines. Exemptions from NEPA include specific federal projects detailed in legislation, 

EPA exemptions and functional equivalent exemptions. Functional equivalent exemptions 

apply where compliance with other environmental laws requires environmental analysis 

similar to NEPA. These other laws can include, but are not limited to, the Clean Air Act, the 

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, the Safe Drinking Water Act, and the Federal 

Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act. 

 

3.2.  Clean Air Act (CAA) 

The first CAA has been introduced in 1963 authorising the development of a national 

program to address air pollution related to environmental problems. The CAA also 

authorised research into techniques to minimize air pollution. The revised CAA was 

introduced in 1970 and defines EPA's responsibilities for protecting and improving the 

nation's air quality and the stratospheric ozone layer.  

The CAA divides the country into air quality regions and sets goals for the concentration of 

various pollutants in the air in order to minimise the risk for health. The regulated ambient 

air pollutants are Carbon Monoxide (CO), Hydrocarbons (HCs), Lead (Pb), Nitrogen oxides 

(NOx), Sulphur oxides (SOx), Ozone, and particulates. The CAA established technology-

based emission standards for specific industry categories (SICs). These standards specify 

the technology and the emission limits that are allowed for pollutants discharged to the air.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Environmental_impact_assessment
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._federal_government
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_agency
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council_on_Environmental_Quality
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council_on_Environmental_Quality
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Environmental_impact_statement
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clean_Air_Act_(United_States)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resource_Conservation_and_Recovery_Act
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Safe_Drinking_Water_Act
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Insecticide,_Fungicide,_and_Rodenticide_Act
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Insecticide,_Fungicide,_and_Rodenticide_Act
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A major amendment was enacted by Congress in 1990 when air toxics (like mercury or 

polychlorinated biphenyls) where added to the regulation. The 1990 amendments required 

EPA to identify categories of industrial sources for 187 listed toxic air pollutants and to take 

steps to reduce pollution by requiring sources to install controls or change production 

processes. There are no ambient air goals for air toxics. The revision of 1990 also 

established a program to phase out the use of chemicals that deplete the ozone layer.  

 

3.3.  Clean Water Act (CWA) 

The Clean Water Act (CWA) establishes the basic structure for regulating discharges of 

pollutants into the waters and regulating quality standards for surface waters. The basis of 

the CWA was enacted in 1948 and was called the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, but 

the Act was significantly reorganized and expanded in 1972. "Clean Water Act" became the 

Act's common name with amendments in 1972. 

The CWA made it unlawful to discharge any pollutant from a point source into navigable 

waters, unless a permit was obtained. EPA's National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 

System (NPDES) permit program controls discharges. Individual homes that are connected 

to a municipal system, use a septic system, or do not have a surface discharge do not need 

an NPDES permit; however, industrial, municipal, and other facilities must obtain permits if 

their discharges go directly to surface waters. 

The current trend is towards regions setting watershed specific goals for principal pollutants 

(oxygen demand, nutrients, pathogens, suspended solids, salts, toxic metals, toxic 

organics, heat, and pH). The CWA established technology-based effluent standards for 

specific industry categories. These standards specify the technology and effluent limits that 

should be used to treat wastewater prior to disposal in a water body. Originally this 

regulation provided federal funding for the construction of secondary wastewater treatment 

plants for municipal wastewater. The original focus was on industrial point sources of 

pollution; however the 1987 amendments added requirements for the control of non point 

source pollution such as agricultural and urban runoff.  

3.4.  Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) 

The Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) is the main federal law that ensures the quality of the 

Americans' drinking water. SDWA was originally passed by Congress in 1974 to protect 

public health by regulating the nation's public drinking water supply. The law was amended 

in 1986 and 1996 and requires many actions to protect drinking water and its sources: 

rivers, lakes, reservoirs, springs, and ground water wells. (SDWA does not regulate private 

wells which serve fewer than 25 individuals.) 

The SDWA has four categories of standards that water suppliers must meet. The categories 

are physical, chemical, microbiological, and radiological. The physical standards include 

guidelines for total solids, suspended solids, dissolved solids, turbidity, colour, tastes, 

odours, and temperature. These are non-enforceable standards aimed at improving 

palatability of the water supply. 

The chemical standards set maximum contaminant levels (MCLs) for various chemical 

contaminants. These MCLS must be met and are enforceable. The SDWA also sets more 

stringent maximum contaminant level goals (MCLGs) that are not enforceable. Similarly, 

there are MCLs, MCLGs, and technology standards for microbiological contaminants. And, 

there are MCLs and MCLGs for radiological contaminants. 

http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/
http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/


The United States Environmental Policy 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

PE 536.323 11 

3.5.  Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) 

The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) is the US primary law governing the 

disposal of solid and hazardous waste. Congress passed RCRA on October 21, 1976 to 

address the increasing problems the United States faced from the growing volume of 

municipal and industrial waste. RCRA, which amended the Solid Waste Disposal Act of 

1965, set national goals for: 

 Protecting human health and the environment from the potential hazards of waste 

disposal; 

 Conserving energy and natural resources; 

 Reducing the amount of waste generated; 

 Ensuring that wastes are managed in an environmentally-sound manner. 

The Act is structured in 10 Subtitles (from A to J). Three of these subtitles set the main 

programs for achieving the Act's goals: 

The solid waste program (subtitle D) encourages states to develop comprehensive plans to 

manage non-hazardous industrial solid waste and municipal solid waste, sets criteria for 

municipal solid waste landfills and other solid waste disposal facilities, and prohibits the 

open dumping of solid waste. 

The hazardous waste program (subtitle C) establishes a system for controlling hazardous 

waste from the time it is generated until its ultimate disposal — thus from “cradle to 

grave.” 

The underground storage tank (UST) program, (subtitle I), regulates underground storage 

tanks containing hazardous substances and petroleum products. 

RCRA banned all open dumping of waste, encouraged source reduction and recycling, and 

promoted the safe disposal of municipal waste. RCRA also mandated strict controls over the 

treatment, storage, and disposal of hazardous waste.  RCRA was amended and 

strengthened by Congress in November 1984 with the passing of the Federal Hazardous 

and Solid Waste Amendments (HSWA). These amendments to RCRA required phasing out 

land disposal of hazardous waste. Some of the other mandates of this strict law include 

increased enforcement authority for EPA, more stringent hazardous waste management 

standards, and a comprehensive underground storage tank program. 

 

3.6.  Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act 

The Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) was introduced in 1947. 

The primary focus of FIFRA was to provide federal control of pesticide distribution, sale, and 

use. Through later amendments to the law, users also must take exams for certification as 

applicators of pesticides. All pesticides used in the U.S. must be registered (licensed) by 

EPA. Registration assures that pesticides will be properly labelled and that if in accordance 

with specifications, will not cause unreasonable harm to the environment. 

3.7.  Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability 

Act/Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act 

Superfund is the common name for the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 

Compensation and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA). This federal law is designated to clean 

http://www.epa.gov/lawsregs/laws/rcra.html
http://www.epa.gov/osw/nonhaz/municipal/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/osw/hazard/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/swerust1/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/swerust1/index.htm
http://epa.gov/recycle/reduce.html
http://epa.gov/recycle/
http://www.epa.gov/osw/nonhaz/municipal/landfill.htm
http://www.epa.gov/osw/hazard/tsd/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/osw/hazard/tsd/td/disposal.htm
http://www.epa.gov/compliance/index.html
http://www.epa.gov/OUST/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Insecticide,_Fungicide,_and_Rodenticide_Act
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up sites contaminated with hazardous substances. The law authorized EPA to identify 

parties responsible for contamination of sites and compel the parties to clean up the sites. 

Where responsible parties cannot be found, the Agency is authorized to clean up sites itself, 

using a special trust fund. The fund (known as Superfund) is based on taxes assessed to 

the chemical and petroleum industry. Sites are eligible for these funds if they pose enough 

risk to be included on the National Priorities List (NPL). This law also establishes a National 

Contingency Plan that details emergency response information for chemical spills. In 

addition to cleanup, CERCLA has a community right-to-know provision. This provision 

known as the Toxics Release Inventory requires industry to report biennially the emissions 

and management of regulated chemicals. 
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4 PRINCIPAL FEDERAL ORGANISATIONS 

Under the overall coordination of the White House Office a long series of Department 

shares environmental responsibilities. This coordination effort is under the responsibility of 

the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ). Table 1 lists the Departments with 

environmental responsibilities. 

 

Table 1: US Federal Departments with environmental responsibilities 

Department Responsibilities 

Council of Environmental Quality Environmental policy, environmental 

impact statements 

Department of Agriculture Soil conservation, forestry 

Department of Commerce  Oceanic and atmospheric monitoring 

Department of Energy Energy policy, petroleum allocation 

Department of Health and Human 

Services 

Human Health Issues 

Department of the Interior Endangered species, energy, minerals, 

and national parks, public lands 

Department of Justice Environmental Law and litigation 

Department of Labor Occupational health 

Department of State International treaties dealing with the 

environment. 

Department of Transportation Mass transit, roads, oil spills, and airplane 

noise 

Environmental Protection Agency 

 

Air and water pollution, noise, pesticides, 

solid waste management, radiation, 

hazardous wastes 

Nuclear Regulatory Commission Licensing Nuclear power plants 

Office of Management and Budget Agency coordination and budget 

Source: table by the author with data from http://www.greenenergyohio.org/page.cfm?pageID=1923 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ceq
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome
http://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.energy.gov/
http://www.hhs.gov/
http://www.hhs.gov/
http://www.doi.gov/
http://www.justice.gov/
http://www.dol.gov/
http://www.state.gov/
http://www.dot.gov/
http://www.epa.gov/
http://www.nrc.gov/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb
http://www.greenenergyohio.org/page.cfm?pageID=1923
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4.1.  Environmental Protection Agency 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency has been created in 1970 less than one 

year after the entry into force of the NEPA. These events marked the start of what has 

been called the "Environmental decade". The same year a revised CAA entered into force 

and on April 22 the first Earth Day mobilised 20 million Americans against the deterioration 

of the environment. The EPA's primary responsibilities are to develop and enforce 

environmental regulations such as the Clean Air Act, which must be obeyed by federal, 

state and local governments, as well as by private industry. The EPA helps to formulate 

environmental laws for passage by Congress and it has the power to issue sanctions and to 

levy fines. 

EPA's first mission was to: 

 Establish and enforce environmental protection standards; 

 Conduct environmental research; 

 Provide assistance to others combating environmental pollution; 

 Assist the CEQ in developing and recommending to the President new policies for 

environmental protection. 

The components of the new agency were pieced together from various programs at 

other departments. From the Department of Health, Education and Welfare (HEW) came 

several functions: those of the National Air Pollution Control Administration, the bureaus 

of Water Hygiene and Solid Waste Management, and some functions of the Bureau of 

Radiological Health. The Food and Drug Administration of HEW passed its control over 

tolerance levels for pesticides on to EPA. 

The Department of the Interior contributed the functions of the Federal Water Quality 

Administration and portions of its pesticide research responsibilities. EPA gained 

functions respecting pesticide registration from the Department of Agriculture. From the 

Atomic Energy Commission and the Federal Radiation Council, the new agency gained 

responsibility for radiation criteria and standards. 

The current structure of EPA is headed by an Administrator, supported by a Deputy, 

three Associate, twelve Assistant, and ten Regional Administrators.  

The Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency is the head of the United 

States federal government's Environmental Protection Agency, and is thus responsible 

for enforcing the nation's Clean Air and Clean Water Acts, as well as numerous other 

environmental statutes. The Administrator is nominated by the President of the United 

States and must be confirmed by a vote of the Senate. Currently the EPA is headed by 

Gina McCarty. 

The following paragraphs describe the role of the twelve assisting offices. 

4.1.1.   Office of Administration and Resources Management (OARM) 

The Office of Administration and Resources Management (OARM) provides national 

leadership, policy, and management of many essential support functions for the agency, 

including human resources management, acquisition activities (contracts), grants 

http://usgovinfo.about.com/library/weekly/blfedregs_a.htm
http://www.epa.gov/air/caa/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Environmental_Protection_Agency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clean_Air_Act_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clean_Water_Act
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statute
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Senate
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management, and management and protection of EPA’s facilities and other critical assets 

nationwide. 

4.1.2.  Office of Air and Radiation (OAR) 

The Office of Air and Radiation (OAR) develops national programs, policies, and regulations 

for controlling air pollution and radiation exposure. OAR is concerned with pollution 

prevention and energy efficiency, indoor and outdoor air quality, industrial air pollution, 

pollution from vehicles and engines, radon, acid rain, stratospheric ozone depletion, climate 

change, and radiation protection. OAR is responsible for administering the Clean Air Act, 

the Atomic Energy Act, the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant Land Withdrawal Act, and other 

applicable environmental laws. 

4.1.3.  Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention (OCSPP)  

The mission of the OCSPP is to protect human health and the environment from potential 

risks from pesticides and toxic chemicals. The office also collaborates with local authorities 

and industry in order to prevent pollution before it begins. OCSPP implements the: 

 Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) 

 Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act (FFDCA) 

 Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) 

 Pollution Prevention Act, and 

 Portions of other statutes. 

4.1.4.   Office of the Chief Financial Officer (OCFO) 

OCFO formulates and manages EPA’s annual budget and performance plan, coordinates 

EPA’s strategic planning efforts, develops EPA’s annual Performance and Accountability 

Report, and implements the Government Performance and Results Act. OCFO also provides 

financial services for the agency and makes payments to EPA grant recipients, contractors, 

and other vendors.   

The office provides policy, reports, and oversight essential for the financial operations of 

EPA and has responsibility for information technology planning, development, and 

deployment of financial and resources management systems for the agency. OCFO’s Center 

for Environmental Finance assists the public and private sectors in the search for creative 

approaches to funding environmental programs, projects and activities. 

4.1.5.  Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance (OECA) 

The Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance (OECA) acts through civil and 

criminal enforcement to tackle pollution problems affecting communities as the most 

serious water, air and chemical hazards. OECA works with EPA regional offices and in 

partnership with state and tribal governments, and other federal agencies to enforce the 

nation’s environmental laws, including: 

 Clean Air Act (CAA) 

 Clean Water Act (CWA) 

http://www2.epa.gov/laws-regulations/summary-clean-air-act
http://www2.epa.gov/laws-regulations/summary-atomic-energy-act
http://www.epa.gov/lawsregs/laws/fifra.html
http://www.epa.gov/lawsregs/laws/ffdca.html
http://www.epa.gov/lawsregs/laws/tsca.html
http://www.epa.gov/lawsregs/laws/ppa.html
http://www.epa.gov/lawsregs/laws/caa.html
http://www.epa.gov/lawsregs/laws/cwa.html
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 Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA or 

Superfund) 

 Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA) 

 Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) 

 Marine Protection, Research and Sanctuaries Act 

 National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 

 Oil Pollution Act (OPA) 

 Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) 

 Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA)  

 Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) 

4.1.6.  Office of Environmental Information (OEI) 

OEI, headed by the Chief Information Officer, manages the life cycle of information to 

support EPA's mission of protecting human health and the environment. OEI identifies and 

implements innovative information technology and information management solutions that 

strengthen EPA's ability to achieve its goals.  

4.1.7.  Office of General Counsel (OGC) 

The Office of General Counsel (OGC) is the chief legal adviser to EPA, providing legal 

support for Agency rules and policies, case-by-case decisions (such as permits and 

response actions), and legislation. In addition, OGC lawyers, together with attorneys in the 

U.S. Department of Justice's Environment and Natural Resources Division, represent the 

Agency in court challenges to agency actions (such as regulations), appeals of enforcement 

cases, and Supreme Court litigation. OGC lawyers carry out these functions not only with 

respect to EPA’s environmental programs, but also in connection with EPA’s day-to-day 

operations, including entering into contracts, awarding grants, managing property and 

money, and working with EPA’s employees. 

The primary role of OGC lawyers is to provide legal advice to EPA and to articulate the 

Agency’s legal positions in the federal courts and before other tribunals and organizations. 

4.1.8. Office of Inspector General 

The Office of Inspector General is an independent office within EPA that helps the Agency 

protect the environment in a more efficient and cost effective manner. It consists of 

auditors, program analysts, investigators, and others with extensive expertise. Although 

they are a part of EPA, Congress provides them separate funding from the agency, to 

ensure their independence. The Office of Inspector General has been created pursuant to 

the Inspector General Act of 1978, as amended. 

 

http://www.epa.gov/lawsregs/laws/cercla.html
http://www.epa.gov/lawsregs/laws/cercla.html
http://www.epa.gov/lawsregs/laws/epcra.html
http://www.epa.gov/lawsregs/laws/fifra.html
http://www.epa.gov/lawsregs/laws/mprsa.html
http://www.epa.gov/compliance/nepa/index.html
http://www.epa.gov/lawsregs/laws/opa.html
http://www.epa.gov/lawsregs/laws/rcra.html
http://www.epa.gov/lawsregs/laws/sdwa.html
http://www.usdoj.gov/enrd/
http://www.ignet.gov/pande/leg/igactasof1010.pdf#page=12
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4.1.9. Office of International and Tribal Affairs (OITA) 

EPA's Office of International and Tribal Affairs (OITA) plays a crucial role in advancing the 

United States' international environmental priorities. Working with the experts from EPA's 

other program and regional offices, other government agencies, and other nations and 

international organizations, OITA identifies international environmental issues and helps 

implement technical and policy options to address them. OITA is comprised of a multi-

disciplinary staff that respects and reflects the diversity of the global community. 

OITA’s mission is to protect human health and environment while advancing U.S. national 

interests through international environmental collaboration. OITA also includes the 

American Indian Environmental Office (AIEO), which leads and coordinates the Agency-

wide effort to strengthen public health and environmental protection in Indian country, with 

a special emphasis on helping tribes administer their own environmental programs. 

4.1.10. Office of Research and Development (ORD) 

The Office of Research and Development (ORD) is the scientific research arm of EPA, whose 

leading-edge research helps provide the solid underpinning of science and technology for 

the agency. 

ORD supports six research programs that identify the most pressing environmental health 

research needs with input from EPA offices, partners and stakeholders. Strategic Research 

Action Plans outline the research under way in the programs. The research is conducted by 

ORD’s three national laboratories, four national centers, and two offices located in 14 

facilities across the country and in Washington, DC. 

4.1.11. Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response (OSWER) 

The Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response provides policy, guidance and direction 

for the agency's emergency response and waste programs. It develops guidelines for the 

land disposal of hazardous waste and underground storage tanks. The Office provides 

technical assistance to all levels of government to establish safe practices in waste 

management. OSWER administers the Brownfields program which supports state and local 

governments in redeveloping and reusing potentially contaminated sites. It also manages 

the Superfund program, which responds to abandoned and active hazardous waste sites 

and accidental oil and chemical releases. Finally, OSWER encourages innovative 

technologies to address contaminated soil and groundwater. 

4.1.12 Office of Water (OW) 

The Office of Water (OW) ensures drinking water is safe, and restores and maintains 

oceans, watersheds, and their aquatic ecosystems. OW is responsible for implementing the 

Clean Water Act and Safe Drinking Water Act, and portions of the Coastal Zone Act 

Reauthorization Amendments of 1990, Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, Ocean 

Dumping Ban Act, Marine Protection, Research and Sanctuaries Act, Shore Protection Act, 

Marine Plastics Pollution Research and Control Act, London Dumping Convention, the 

International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships and several other 

statutes. 
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Headquartered in Washington, DC, the Office of Water works with the ten EPA regional 

offices, other federal agencies, state and local governments, American Indian tribes, the 

regulated community, organized professional and interest groups, land owners and 

managers, and the public-at-large. OW provides guidance, specifies scientific methods and 

data collection requirements, performs oversight and facilitates communication among 

those involved. OW helps the states and American Indian tribes to build capacity, and 

water programs can be delegated to them for implementation. 

4.1.13. Regional Offices 

The EPA disposes of 10 Regional offices, each of which is responsible for the execution of 

EPA's programs within several states and territories. 

 

Figure 1: Territorial competences of EPA's Regional Offices 

 

 

 

Source: Wikipedia 
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NOTES 
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