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Background

The European Parliament's Press Service is holding a seminar to provide members of the
media and institutional representatives the opportunity to look at the legislative work that is
being carried out in connection with the fourth Railway Package.

The discussions with experts and stakeholders will focus on, amongst others: the regulation
of the rail industry; the interoperability of the rail system; railway safety; the European Union
Agency for Railways; the normalisation of accounts of railway undertakings; a Single
European railway area; and the award of public service contracts.
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Publications

 - October 2016Rail transport: Fact Sheet on the EU

EU rail transport policy is geared towards the creation of a single European railway area. Three packages
and a recast were adopted in the space of 10 years following the opening-up of the sector to competition
in 1991. A fourth package, designed to liberalise rail services, was recently adopted at first reading by the
European Parliament. This Fact Sheet looks at the achievements so far in terms of interoperability, the
European Railway Agency, social harmonisation, access to infrastructure for railway undertakings, and
railway noise. It also goes over the recast of the first railway package and the negotiations on the fourth
package. The role of Parliament is also highlighted, particularly regarding the introduction of the ERTMS/ETCS (European
Rail Traffic Management/Train Control Systems) rail safety, control and signalling system, the greening of transport and
the internalisation of external costs, and the separation of network management and operation.
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 - October 2015The results and efficiency of railway infrastructure financing within the European Union

This study intends to answer the question of whether the EU financing of railway infrastructure is an
efficient and effective way of achieving European objectives to ensure the smooth functioning of the
internal market and to strengthen the economic and social cohesion of Member States. It analyses the
results, efficiency and effectiveness of the EU investment in rail infrastructure with a special focus on cross
border rail projects. Beginning with a discussion of the reasons for the moderate success of EU railway
policy, it investigates four case studies with a focus on effectiveness of funding schemes and success of
removing bottlenecks, particularly at border crossings, to improve attractiveness of the railway mode. Recommendations
are given for a more efficient joint development of a European rail network by the Member States and the EU, and a
further development of funding schemes tailored to railways.

 - December 2015Adriatic and Ionian region: socio-economic analysis of transport and energy links

The European Union Strategy for the Adriatic and Ionian Region (EUSAIR) provides an exceptional
framework for energy, transport and tourism policy innovation across the region. A new approach to these
policies is required to pursue more coherent, resilient and integrated development across the region, as
well as between the region and the rest of Europe. This study aims to describe the socio-economic
situation and the state of play of energy, transport and tourism linkages in the region, taking into account
the EUSAIR pillars: blue growth; connecting the region (transport and energy networks); environmental
quality; and sustainable tourism. It identifies development gaps between EU Member States and non-EU countries that
participate in the EUSAIR. It also identifies risks and opportunities of this strategy and outlines the critical importance of
these opportunities for the economic development of the region.

 - September 2013Competition in the transport sector: market entry barriers in railway and aviation

This publication brings together the contributions to a workshop held in September 2013 dealing with the
topic of competition in the transport sector, focusing on market entry barriers in railway and aviation. It
was noted that liberalisation in the railway and aviation sector takes place at a different pace and the
number of competitors to former state owned monopolists, particularly in the railway sector, is relatively
low. The following aspects were also considered: experiences of liberalisation processes in the railway and
the aviation sectors; consumer satisfaction with liberalised services; fostering market entry of new service
providers through competition policy; problems for incumbents in the railway sector; difficulties in specific Member
States; the application of experiences made in the aviation sector for other areas of transport; and the possibility of rail
transport to successfully compete with other modes of transport.
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They cover six main themes: the EU's
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The Fact Sheets are available in 23
languages. The online version is
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www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets

Policy Departments

There are five policy departments within the European Parliament's DGs for
Internal Policies and for External Policies. They are responsible for
providing both in-house and external high-level independent expertise,
analysis and policy advice at the request of committees and other
parliamentary bodies (delegations, President, Bureau, Secretary-General).
Their expertise covers all areas of activity of the European Parliament. They
are closely involved in the work of the committees, which they support in shaping
legislation on and exercising democratic scrutiny over EU policies. Policy departments
deliver policy analysis in a wide variety of formats, ranging from studies and in-depth
analyses to briefings and the Fact Sheets on the EU. This written output serves a variety of
purposes by feeding directly into the legislative work of a specific committee or serving as
a briefing for delegations of members.
 
Policy departments also organise events, including workshops and expert panels, which
enhance Parliament’s analytical capacity and develop common approaches to current
political issues.
 
www.europarl.europa.eu/supporting-analyses
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