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                                                                                                                   Purpose

This year’s European Semester Conference, organised by the European Parliament, aims to give
EU parliamentarians the opportunity to discuss the 2017 Semester Cycle policy priorities as set in
the Annual Growth Survey, while taking stock of the strength and weaknesses of the current
economic governance framework.                                                                                
The Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs, the Committee on Employment and Social
Affairs and the Committee on Budgets are also holding inter-parliamentary committee meetings on
issues related to the Panama Papers, the Banking Union, workers’ mobility, the European Pillar of
Social Rights, transparency and democratic accountability of EU financing, and the EU Financial
Regulation reform. The Maltese Parliament and the European Parliament are also jointly presiding

 an inter-parliamentary conference on stability, economic coordination and governance in the EU.

Inside                   

This leaflet provides extracts from
relevant supporting analyses provided by
Parliament’s Economic Governance
Support Unit and Policy Departments for
the Economics, Employment, Budgets,
Budgetary Control, Regional
Development, Civil Liberties, Women’s
Rights, Panama Papers and Petitions
Committees. Scan the QR codes or click
on the titles for access.

Publications

 – January 2017Macro-financial assistance to EU Member States: state of play

This document provides regularly updated information on EU Member States receiving financial assistance from the European
Stability Mechanism (ESM), the European Financial Stability Facility (EFSF), the European Financial Stabilisation Mechanism
(EFSM), the EU balance of payments assistance facility, other Member States and/or the International Monetary Fund (IFM). It
also covers the post-programme reviews undertaken by the Commission, with the European Central Bank (Post-Programme
Surveillance), the IMF (Post-Programme Monitoring) and the ESM (Early Warning System).

 - January 2017Completing the Banking Union: risk sharing initiatives and parallel risk reduction measures

This briefing gives an overview of the state of play of works towards completing the Banking Union -covering both risk sharing
(European Deposit Insurance Scheme - EDIS) and risk reduction measures. The June 2016 Council roadmap called on the
Commission to table legislative proposals covering a number of risk reduction measures. The European Parliament’s
Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs published its draft on EDIS in November, to which almost 800 amendments
have been tabled. The Commission then presented proposals to reduce the risks in the banking sector.
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 - January 2017Involvement of the National Parliaments in SCPs and NRPs: 2014, 2015 and 2016

This paper, updated on an ad hoc basis, provides an overview of the involvement of national parliaments in the preparations of
the National Reform Programmes (NRPs) and Stability or Convergence Programmes (SCPs). It is based on information
provided by the Member States in the respective programmes and supplementing information received from the
representatives of national parliaments. However, information available in the 2014-2016 SCPs/NRPs about the involvement
of national parliaments in the preparations of the programmes permits to provide a merely approximate overview.

 - January 2017Euro area recommendations under the European Semester

This briefing provides an overview of the Council recommendations addressed to the euro area as a whole under the
European Semester, and presents information on the related Eurogroup’s policy actions. It goes over the institutional
perspective of implementing the euro area recommendations, gives a bird's eye view of the euro area recommendations 2011-
2017 and looks closely into the euro area recommendations for 2017. An overview and accompanying assessment of 2016
and 2017 recommendations to the euro area is also provided. This document is updated regularly.

 - September 2016Country Specific Recommendations 2015, 2016: comparison and overview of implementation

Country Specific Recommendations, as tailored policy guidance to Member States, are one of the key products under the
European Semester. This document presents: the Country Specific Recommendations (CSRs) for 2015, adopted by the
Council in July 2015; the assessment of the implementation of 2015 Country Specific Recommendations based on the
European Commission Country Reports, published in February 2016; the Country Specific Recommendations for 2016
adopted by the Council in July 2016; and the March 2016 Council Recommendation on the economic policy of the euro area.

The mandate of the Panama Inquiry Committee: an assessment - November 2016

This paper intends to serve as a preparatory document for the European Parliament’s Committee of Inquiry to investigate
alleged contraventions and maladministration in the application of EU law in relation to money laundering, tax avoidance and
tax evasion. The Inquiry Committee was set up following the revelations made by the International Consortium of Investigative
Journalists together with numerous reporting partners in April 2016, of more than 214,000 offshore entities, connected to
people in more than 200 countries and territories, including EU Member States.

 - August 2016A European Pillar of Social Rights: first reactions

The project of a pillar of social rights for the euro area (and beyond) answers a long-felt gap in economic policy-making. This
paper looks at the circumstances bringing about the call for a wide-ranging European Pillar of Social Rights and goes over the
Commission’s outline for it, covering 20 policy areas deemed relevant to Member States’ employment and social performance.
The paper also gives an overview of pending legal questions and competency issues and of first reactions from stakeholders -
namely the European Trade Union Institute and the International Labour Organization.

 - June 2016Posting of Workers Directive: current situation and challenges

This study provides an overview of the Posting of Workers Directive, focusing on the current situation and major patterns
regarding the posting of workers in the EU. Attention is paid to major problems and challenges and how these have been
addressed by political and jurisdictive debates as well as by proposals to improve the regulatory framework of posting. The
study assesses the Commission’s proposal of March 2016 to revise the Directive, taking into account both the key challenges
addressed, and the previous resolutions and requests made by the European Parliament.
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 - February 2016Mainstreaming employment and social indicators into macroeconomic surveillance

This study gives an up-to-date assessment of how employment and social issues are addressed in the European Semester
governance mechanisms and of the contribution of the employment and social indicators applied in the macro surveillance
exercises since 2013. It also looks at the role and perceptions of the main stakeholders in this respect. The study findings
show a European Semester currently undergoing important developments under the pressure of changing economic and
social conditions with the increasing visibility of the structural employment and social effects of the crisis.

 - April 2016Mid-term review of the Multiannual Financial Framework and Cohesion Policy

This briefing explains the provisions for the mid-term review of the MFF - which is to allow for reassessing the priorities of the
seven-year financial framework (2014-2020) - and those for the adjustment of cohesion policy envelopes. It gives background
information on topics that have a direct relevance for cohesion policy, in the context of the MFF review, which include:
simplification for improved performance and results, financial instruments, economic governance measures and performance-
enhancement of the EU budget. Issues related to the post-2020 MFF are also looked into.

- September 2016Obstacles to the right of free movement and residence for EU citizens and their families 

This study presents a synthesis of studies in nine Member States in addition to broader EU and national research. It identifies
persisting barriers to free movement for EU citizens and their family in Belgium, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Poland,
Spain, Sweden and the UK. It also examines discriminatory restrictions to free movement, measures to counter abuse of
rights, refusals of entry and residence rights, and expulsions. Ten years after the deadline for transposition of the Directive on
free movement, there is general compliance, although some challenges remain.

Female refugees and asylum seekers: the issue of integration - February 2016

The study presents an overview of the most important issues faced by refugees and asylum seeking women in their host
country regarding access to appropriate housing, including privacy and shelter in case of domestic violence, training and
language courses, the labour market, and health systems, including psychological support and trauma healing. A summary of
international standards and of applicable European laws, as well as details on available funding from the European level are
provided. International promising projects illustrate the way forward.

 - September 2015Exploring new avenues for legislation for labour migration to the European Union

The paradox between the need for international labour migration to counter the impending demographic crisis and the lack of
commensurate policy instruments to attract and integrate labour migration from third countries into the EU is a key strategic
issue. This paper reviews the social and economic context of EU international labour migration policy, the status of relevant
legislation and the available policy options from a comprehensive labour market perspective, and their feasibility. These
options should be considered in light of the debate on the European Agenda on Migration.

 - June 2015Women's entrepreneurship: closing the gender gap in access to services and in social entrepreneurship

This study explores differences between men and women entrepreneurs and social entrepreneurs. It explores the barriers and
discriminatory effects that hinder women’s entrepreneurship. It includes four case studies covering the Czech Republic, Italy,
Sweden, and the United Kingdom. All case studies suggest that women set up businesses in predominantly female-dominated
sectors, which are less attractive to investors or lenders. Women entrepreneurs tend to seek lower loan or investment
amounts, making them less attractive to equity and debt financiers who will achieve lower returns
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 - October 2016The costs of each euro from the EU budget to implement EU policies in different Member States

This study looks into the costs linked to grant management from the perspectives of the grant provider and of the grant seeker.
It covers policy fields related to competitiveness for growth and jobs, economic, social and territorial cohesion, and pillar I of
the Common Agricultural Policy, within the Multiannual Financial Framework 2014-2020. It analyses the differences between
various grants processes, identifies areas for improvement in their management and gives recommendations for removing
cost-generating inefficiencies and unnecessary burden.

 - September 2016Mid-term revision of the Financial Regulation

This document contains the proceedings of a workshop held in July 2016 on the mid-term revision of the Financial Regulation,
with the main issue being the need to reduce the complexity of financial rules and administrative burden. The Financial
Regulation is the main point of reference for the procedures governing the establishment and implementation of the EU
budget. The Commission considers it necessary to simplify the regulatory and financial architecture, promote synergies and
flexibility in the budget implementation and promote a clear accountability framework.

 - July 2016How EU and Member States manage data transparency and accessibility on EU funds

This study identifies factors that affect transparency and accessibility in the EU and its Member States. Cases studies with
reference to shared management were carried out in Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Italy and Poland. The research
focuses on various funds in direct and indirect management and the European Development Fund, during the Multiannual
Financial Frameworks periods 2007–2013, and 2014-2020 in particular. The study concludes with evidence-based policy
recommendations, which can allow further data transparency and accessibility.

 - January 2016Assessment of the Horizon 2020 programme

This study assesses the first two years of the Horizon 2020 programme, taking into account the initial frontloading for this
programme, the evolution and the new priorities after the 2013 agreement on the Multiannual Financial Framework 2014-2020.
It includes a short description of the programme and its progress, discusses its budgetary implementation and performance to
date. The implications of cuts related to the European Fund for Strategic Investments is looked at. The study also provides
conclusions through an overall appraisal of the programme.

Fact Sheets on the EU
The Fact Sheets give
an overview of
European integration
and of Parliament’s

contribution to the process. They
cover six main themes:
▪ the EU's functioning;
▪ a citizens’ Europe;
▪ the internal market;
▪ economic and monetary union;
▪ sectoral policies; and
▪ external relations.
 
Available in 23 languages, the Fact
Sheets are updated regularly.
www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets

Policy Departments
The policy departments provide high-level independent expertise, analysis and
advice at the request of committees and other parliamentary bodies. Their
expertise covers all areas of activity of Parliament. They deliver policy analysis in a
wide variety of formats, feeding directly into the legislative work of committees or
members' delegations. Policy departments also organise events, including workshops and expert
panels, which enhance Parliament’s analytical capacity and develop common approaches to
current political issues.
www.europarl.europa.eu/supporting-analyses

Economic Governance Support Unit
This Unit provides information to members on the implementation of the economic
governance instruments and banking supervision in the EU, particularly in the Euro
Area. Their publications are also available in the Committee for Economic and
Monetary Affairs' policy pages.
www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/econ/econ-policies.html

: The items contained herein are provided by the Policy Departments and the Economic Governance and Support Unit of the European ParliamentDisclaimer
for general information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent
the official position of the European Parliament. © European Union 2017
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