
 

   

 

 

 

EU Investing in its Transport Networks beyond 2020

Interparliamentary committee meeting - Brussels, 20 June 2018

 

 

 Purpose

The European Parliament’s Committee on
Transport and Tourism is holding an
interparliamentary committee meeting on 20
June 2018, to look into the possibilities of
investment by the EU in its transport networks
after 2020. Representatives of national
parliaments have been invited to participate in
discussions on the state of play and future
perspectives of transport networks, and on
challenges and perspectives for the post-2020
period in the field of transport infrastructure
investments.

Inside 

This leaflet provides extracts from relevant
supporting analyses provided by the Policy
Departments of the European Parliament, for the
Committee on Transport and Tourism. Scan the
QR codes or click on the titles for access.

Publications

 – February 2018Trans-European Networks - guidelines and financing

The Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union retains the trans-European networks (TENs) in the areas of transport, energy
and telecommunications, first mentioned in the Maastricht Treaty, in order to connect all the regions of the EU. These networks are
tools intended to contribute to the growth of the internal market and to employment, while pursuing environmental and sustainable
development goals. TENs are partly funded by the European Union and partly by the Member States. Financial support from the EU
serves as a catalyst, the Member States being required to provide the bulk of the financing. The financing of the TENs can also be
complemented by Structural Fund assistance, aid from the European Investment Bank or contributions from the private sector. These Fact Sheets
give an overview of, amongst other things, TEN policies, financing methods, the criteria for project funding, and the role of the European Parliament
in developing legislation.

 – February 2018The "Scandinavian-Mediterranean Corridor" in the regions of Catania, Augusta and Naples

The Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) aims to close the gaps between Member States' transport networks and remove
bottlenecks and technical/geographical barriers. This briefing gives an overview of, amongst other things: the shares of Sicily and
Campania in the Italian economy in 2016, regional priorities under the Scandinavian-Mediterranean Corridor, the Eastern Sicilian
Port System (the ports of Augusta and of Catania), the Central Tyrrhenian Port System, the airports of Catania and Naples, and
cruise tourism and inland accessibility in the region.

 – January 2018The New Silk Route: opportunities and challenges for EU transport

This research study looks into the opportunities and challenges for the European transport system resulting from the Chinese “One
Belt, One Road” (OBOR) Initiative. “One Belt, One Road” refers to the combination of the “Silk Road Economic Belt” (six major land
corridors across the Eurasian continent) and the “21st Century Maritime Silk Road” (a network of maritime trade routes connecting
Asia with Africa and Europe). An analysis is made of the Initiative, its impacts and prospects, and the EU transport system’s
readiness for the Initiative.
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 – November 2017Public Private Partnerships and Cohesion Policy

The objective of this study is to describe the role of Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) in Cohesion Policy, including the transport
sector. There are two drivers behind the PPP approach: the need to cope with limited public resources and the need to close the gap
in physical infrastructure. The study finds that the use of PPPs in Cohesion Policy has been limited and concentrated in a number of
Member States and sectors, in spite of favourable regulatory changes. Evidence shows that PPPs are useful instruments to
implement projects on time and on budget, but the assessment of outcomes over the long term is still limited and not conclusive.

 – May 2017Infrastructure funding challenges in the sharing economy

The study analyses the disruption created by shared mobility in the funding of transport infrastructure. While recognising the benefits
of shared mobility in terms of reduction of private car use, the study identifies that there might be short-term negative effects on the
revenues of long distance railway and coach operators. It also points out and makes recommendations to limit other potential risks,
which include capturing the revenues through commissions charged by platforms mediating mass-transit services (Mobility as a
Service), freeriding and lower tax contributions.

 – March 2016Logistics in TEN-T corridors

This note provides an overview of logistics in the EU, including its contribution to the objectives of the 2011 White Paper on
transport. It assesses the way the nine Core Network Corridors (CNCs) of the Trans European Transport Network (TEN-T) foster
intelligence of infrastructure, modal integration, interoperability and connectivity, and reviews the interplay between the development
of the CNCs and the development of logistics. The appropriateness of the CNCs key performance indicators and the effectiveness of
co-funding through EU funds are also looked into.

 – March 2016Connectivity and accessibility of transport infrastructure in Central and Eastern Europe

Since the pre-accession phases, the Member States located in Central and Eastern Europe (Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, the
Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Slovenia, Croatia, Romania and Bulgaria), have been receiving EU funding to be invested in
transport infrastructure. These investments have improved connectivity and accessibility in these Member States substantially,
although gaps remain. This note also analyses how current policy instruments could contribute to close such gaps, and how this
policy could be improved.

 – January 2015Improving the concept of 'Motorways of the Sea'

This study provides an overview of the Motorways of the Sea programme since its inception. Three principal barriers have been
identified. These barriers are as follows: 1) stakeholders are not sufficiently aware of the programme; 2) there is a lack of continuity
once the project funding has stopped; 3) cooperation between stakeholders is not always optimal. These three factors combined
with other barriers mean that the impact of the programme has been lower than one might expect. Recommendations and possible
scenarios for improving the programme have been formulated.

 - September 2015The results and efficiency of railway infrastructure financing within the EU

This study analyses the results, efficiency and effectiveness of EU investment in rail infrastructure with a special focus on cross
border rail projects. Beginning with a discussion of the reasons for the moderate success of EU railway policy, it investigates four
case studies with a focus on effectiveness of funding schemes and success of removing bottlenecks, particularly at border
crossings, to improve attractiveness of the railway mode. Recommendations are given for a more efficient joint development of a
European rail network and a further development of funding schemes.

 – December 2014Update on investments in large TEN-T Projects

This study updates the TEN-T investment study completed in 2013, adding five new case studies to the analysis, three of which deal
with mega projects that are still in the planning or early implementation phase: Lyon-Turin, Iron-Rhine and S21/Stuttgart-Ulm.
Findings confirm that there is a particular need for early and transparent public participation and a clear project definition prior to the
project decision. Measuring wider economic benefits and European added value are necessary to justify the socio-economic benefits
of multibillion euro cross-border projects.

 

 

 

 

Contacts
Committee on Transport and
Tourism

 www.europarl.europa.eu/tran
tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu

Policy Departments
The policy departments provide high-level independent expertise, analysis and advice
at the request of committees and other parliamentary bodies. Their expertise covers all
areas of Parliamentary activity. They deliver policy analysis in a wide variety of
formats, feeding directly into the legislative work of committees or members'
delegations. Policy departments also organise events, including workshops and expert
panels to enhance Parliament’s analytical capacity and develop common approaches.
www.europarl.europa.eu/supporting-analyses

 

 

 

 

: The items contained herein are provided by the Policy Departments of the European Parliament for general information purposes only. The opinionsDisclaimer
expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the European Parliament. 
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