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PROGRAMME OF THE WORKSHOP 

 

 

 

 

 

DIRECTORATE GENERAL FOR INTERNAL POLICIES 

POLICY DEPARTMENT A: ECONOMIC AND SCIENTIFIC POLICIES 

WORKSHOP: Competition Policy in International Agreements 

- Programme - 

Thursday, 28 May 2015, 9.00 to 12.00 hrs., European Parliament, Brussels 

Room ASP 5 E 2, no interpretation, EN only, the event is public and will be web-streamed 

9.00 - 9.05 hrs. Welcome and Introduction: Markus FERBER, 
ECON Vice-Chair and Chair of the ECON Working 
Group on Competition Policy 

 

9.05 - 10.30 hrs. Session I: International Cooperation in the Area 
of Antitrust Investigations 

 
Rachel BRANDENBURGER Former Special Advisor, International to the US 

Department of Justice's Antitrust Division; Non-

Governmental Advisor to the European Commission's 
Competition Directorate; Senior Advisor and Foreign 
Legal Consultant to Hogan Lovells US LLP, New York 

 
Kenta SUZUKI Mission of Japan to the EU, detached from the Japan 

Fair Trade Commission 
 

Patrik DUCREY Deputy Director of the Secretariat of the Swiss 
Competition Commission (COMCO), Bern, Switzerland 

 
Blanca RODRIGUEZ GALINDO Head of Unit International Relations, Directorate 

General for Competition, European Commission 
 

 
Possible points/issues to be discussed: 

 
 Has the agreement with Switzerland been implemented smoothly? Are preparatory works  

on time? 
 What are the expected benefits, chances, caveats? 

 How many cases are likely to be covered? 

 Are there any first experiences? For instance relating to the exchange of data? 
 Are there any best practices on international level that could be used? 
 For which countries would similar agreements make sense? 
 Are there any similar agreements already planned (or revisions of existing agreements 

scheduled)? 
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10.30 – 11.55 hrs.   Session II: Competition Policy in TTIP 
 

Hendrik BOURGEOIS Chairman of TTIP Task Force at the American 
Chamber of Commerce to the EU and Vice President 
European Affairs at General Electric, Brussels 

 
Ioannis LIANOS Professor in Global Competition Law and Public Policy 

at the Faculty of Laws, University College London 

 
Blanca RODRIGUEZ GALINDO Head of Unit International Relations, Directorate 

General for Competition, European Commission 
 
Christophe KIENER Chief negotiator for competition in TTIP, Directorate 

General Trade, European Commission 

 
 

Possible points/issues to be dscussed: 

 

 In how far will competition policy be covered in TTIP? What will be the impact of the competition 
chapter in TTIP? 

 In how far would TTIP be different than existing international agreements covering  

competition policy? 
 To what extent would TTIP affect other existing international agreements? 
 What will be the implications for transatlantic merger control? 
 Will there also be a cooperation agreement to enforce competition laws? 
 Exchange of data? 
 
11.55 - 12.00 hrs. Closing remarks by Markus FERBER, 

ECON Vice-Chair and Chair of the ECON Working 
Group on Competition Policy 
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1. CURRICULA VITAE OF THE SPEAKERS 

Rachel BRANDENBURGER 

Rachel Brandenburger is recognized internationally as a leading international antitrust and 

competition law and policy advisor.  

 

She is a Senior Advisor to Hogan Lovells US LLP based in New York. She is licensed as a 

foreign legal consultant in New York and is admitted as a qualified solicitor in England and 

Wales. She is a European Commission appointed non-governmental advisor to the 

International Competition Network, a member of the American Bar Association’s Section of 

Antitrust Law’s International Task Force, and sits on the editorial boards of two 

international antitrust publications. She has given guest lectures at Columbia University’s 

Law School, New York University’s Law School, and King’s College, London.  

 

From 2010 to 2013, she was Special Advisor, International to the Antitrust Division, U.S. 

Department of Justice, based in Washington, D.C. She advised on many Antitrust Division 

investigations that involved extensive cooperation efforts between the Antitrust Division 

and its international counterparts and on policy matters including revised best practices 

regarding cooperation in merger investigations with the European Commission and 

memoranda of understanding with the Chinese and Indian antitrust agencies. 

Before that, she was a partner for 21 years in Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP, based in 

the firm’s Brussels and London offices where she led cases before the European 

Commission and other international antitrust and regulatory agencies involving mergers, 

anti-competitive practices, monopolization or dominant positions, and cartels.  

She also holds or has held non-executive board positions in various non-profit organizations 

in Europe and the USA.  

She is a graduate of the University of Oxford, St Hilda’s College (MA in Jurisprudence), and 

a former part–time lecturer in law at St Hilda’s College. 

Kenta SUZUKI 

First Secretary (Competition Policy), Mission of Japan to the European Union 

2003.3 Graduated from the University of Tokyo (Faculty of Law) 

2003.4 Joined the Fair Trade Commission, Trade Practice Division, Trade Practice 

Department 

2004    Investigation Division III, Investigation Bureau, JFTC 

2005 Premiums and Representations Inspection Office, Trade Practice Department, 

JFTC 

2006 Georgetown University Law Center (LL.M. in General Study) 

2007 Georgetown University Law Center (LL.M. in Comparative Legal Study) 

2008 General Affairs Division, Secretariat, JFTC 

2009 Coordination Division, Economic Affairs Bureau, JFTC 

2011 Planning Office, Investigation Bureau, JFTC 

2013~ Mission of Japan to the European Union, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
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Patrik DUCREY 

Prof. Dr. iur., Attorney at law, Swiss Competition Authority, Bern 

Patrik is Deputy Director and head of Division Product Markets at the Secretariat of the 

Swiss Competition Commission. 

Patrik leads a team of 13 lawyers and economists that conducts competition law procedures 

in the fields of anti-competitive agreements, abuse of dominance as well as merger control. 

It also advises undertakings on antitrust issues.  

Patrik graduated from the University of Fribourg with a major in Law in 1988. 

Subsequently, he wrote his PhD thesis while working as a research and teaching assistant 

at the Chair of Public and Public International Law, University of Fribourg. He received a 

doctor’s degree in 1991. He was admitted to the bar in Zurich in 1994. He worked with 

Homburger in Zurich from 1994-1996 and joined the Secretariat of the Swiss Competition 

Commission as a Vice-Director in 1997. Until 2009 Patrik headed the Infrastructure Markets 

Division at the Secretariat and since then the Product Markets Division. 

Patrik has published a wide range of articles on competition law and is co-author of a 

leading students handbook for competition law.  

From 2002 until 2008, Patrik was lecturer and since 2008 he is Professor for Swiss and 

European Competition Law at the University of Bern. 

Blanca RODRIGUEZ GALINDO 

European Commission 

DG Competition  

 

Blanca Rodriguez is currently Head of Unit responsible for International Relations in the 

Directorate General (DG) of Competition of the European Commission. 

She has represented the Commission in numerous Conferences and International seminars 

and has written and lectured on legal topics including antitrust and control of subsidies 

(State Aid). 

Blanca started her professional career in the Directorate General of Competition as an 

antitrust enforcer and prior to her current job, worked in other departments of the 

European Commission. She was a member of its Legal  Service  for  7  years  and  

represented  the  European  Commission  in litigation cases before the European Court of 

Justice. She was also advisor on Competition and Legal matters to President Jacques 

Santer (1995-1999) and to Commissioner Mario Monti on State Aid matters (2000-2001). 

More recently she was in charge of Control of State aid to banks and other credit 

institutions and in charge of the revision of the Commission guidelines for regional aid. 

From 2002 to 2007 and again since September 2013, Blanca is in charge of International 

Relations in DG Competition. Among other tasks she has advised the authorities of the 

People's Republic of China in the process of adoption of the Chinese Antimonopoly Law and 

negotiated  bilateral  cooperation agreements with countries such as Canada, Korea and 

Switzerland. 

Blanca graduated in Law for the University of Barcelona (Spain) and has a Diploma of 

Advanced European Studies (Law) by the College of Europe, Bruges (Belgium). She was 

Emil Noel Fellow at Harvard Law School Harvard University (2001-2002). 

Hendrik BOURGEOIS 

Hendrik Bourgeois is General Counsel Europe and Vice President European Affairs at GE 

(General Electric Company). His most recent prior positions at GE include General Counsel   
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EMEA, Senior Counsel Competition, Regulation and Government Relations for Europe, and 

European Competition Counsel, serving all GE businesses on a wide variety of competition 

law matters involving mergers and acquisitions, distribution, R&D activities and compliance 

issues. 

Prior to this, Hendrik headed the legal department of one of GE’s business divisions, GE 

Industrial Systems, as European General Counsel. 

Prior to joining GE, Hendrik Bourgeois was an attorney with Jones Day, based in 

Washington DC and Brussels, where he practiced mainly US antitrust and European 

competition law. 

Hendrik obtained his law degree at the Rijksuniversiteit Gent, Belgium and has an LL.M 

degree from Harvard Law School. He is a former member of the Brussels Bar and current 

member of the New York Bar. Hendrik is a frequent speaker and writer on competition law 

issues. 

He was Chairman of AmCham EU between October 2011 and October 2014. He is a regular 

writer and speaker on issues of European Affairs, trade and competition law. 

Ioannis LIANOS 

Ioannis Lianos is Professor in Global Competition law and Public Policy at the Faculty of 

Laws, University College London (UCL) and the founding director of the Centre for Law, 

Economics and Society (also at UCL).  His publications include Damages Claims for the 

Infringement of Competition Law (Oxford University Press, 2015), Competition and the 

State (Stanford University Press, 2014), the two-volumes Handbook in EU Competition Law 

(Edward Elgar, 2013), Competition Law and Development (Stanford University Press, 

2013), The Global Limits of Competition Law (Stanford University Press, 2012), The EU 

After the Treaty of Lisbon (Cambridge Univ. Press, 2012), The Regulation of Trade in 

Services in the EU and the WTO (Cambridge University Press, 2012) as well as a number of 

book chapters and law journal articles. His forthcoming publications include Competition 

Law (Hart Pub., 2015), Brands, Competition Law and IP (Cambridge University Press, 

2015) and a monograph on Economic Evidence in Competition Law (Oxford University 

Press, 2016). 

Lianos is a Laureat of the French Academie des Sciences Morales et Politiques (Emile 

Girardeau prize, 2005 for his monograph on the Transformation of Competition Law, 

Bruylant/Sakoulas, in French) and was awarded the Philip Leverhulme prize in 2012 for his 

work on the economic evidence and the interaction of law with economics. His recent 

research is exploring the emergence of forensic economics and their impact in the 

production of economic knowledge and legal norms. He is currently on sabbatical leave at 

WZB ad Humboldt University in Berlin under an Alexander von Humboldt Fellowship. 

Christophe KIENER 

Christophe Kiener currently works as Deputy Head of Unit for WTO and OECD matters in 

the Directorate-General for Trade of the European Commission. He has worked on trade for 

most of his career, both in the WTO and free trade agreements. In this context he has 

hands-on negotiating experience on issues such as industrial tariffs, services and 

investment, agriculture and export credit. Prior to his current post Christophe spent five 

years assisting the Deputy Director-General of DG Trade on free trade negotiations with 

Asia, Latin America and Africa. He was posted in Geneva as a delegate to the WTO from 

1998 to 2001, where he notably chaired the Market Access Committee. Before joining the 

European Commission, he also worked for the Swiss Federal Office for Foreign Economic 

Affairs. He holds degrees from the Graduate Institute of International Studies in Geneva 

and from the College of Europe in Bruges. 
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2. CONTRIBUTIONS BY THE SPEAKERS 

Session I: International Cooperation in the Area of Antitrust 

Investigations 

2.1. Presentation by Rachel BRANDENBURGER 
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2.2. Presentation by Kenta SUZUKI 
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2.3. Presentation by Patrik DUCREY 
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2.4. Presentation by Blanca RODRIGUEZ GALINDO 
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Session II: Competition Policy in TTIP 

2.5. Presentation by Hendrik BOURGEOIS 
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2.6. Presentation by Ioannis LIANOS 
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2.7. Presentation by Blanca RODRIGUEZ GALINDO 
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3. SUMMARY OF THE WORKSHOP DISCUSSION 

Markus FERBER (MEP, EPP) opened the workshop with a brief overview on the existing six 

legally binding cooperation agreements1 the European Union has concluded over the past 

years as well as listing the four Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) between competition 

authorities2 which are currently in place. He emphasized the importance of international 

cooperation given the different rules and principles in competition policy in different 

countries. 

The first session of the workshop on ‘International Cooperation in Antitrust Enforcement’ 

began with an introductory overview on the development of competition law and 

competition policy around the world by Rachel BRANDENBURGER in her personal capacity. 

Besides bilateral cooperation agreements, the presentation drew the attention also to 

multilateral cooperation in the International Competition Network (ICN), where at the end 

of April 2015 a practical guide on international enforcement cooperation in mergers had 

been adopted3. Furthermore, the Organisation of Economic Cooperation and Development 

(OECD) is also contributing to international cooperation in competition policy and 

enforcement as evidenced by for instance the ’Recommendation concerning international 

cooperation on competition investigations and proceedings’4, that was revised in 20145. 

The cooperation between the EU and Japan was explained by Kenta SUZUKI who gave an 

overview on the agreement that has been in force for more than ten years. The advantages 

for antitrust enforcement in practice included notifications, assistance and coordination of 

enforcement activities as well as the possibility to request such activities. In April 2015, 

Japan concluded a cooperation agreement with Australia6 that enables the Japan Fair Trade 

Commission (JFTC) to share confidential information with the Australian Competition and 

Consumer Commission (ACCC). 

An agreement of a similar character exists since 2014 between the EU and Switzerland. 

This second generation agreement entered into force on 1 December 2014 and was 

presented by Patrik DUCREY. The cornerstone of the text is that competition authorities 

may, with certain exceptions, discuss any information and may also transmit information, 

under certain conditions, also without consent of the respective companies. However, 

sharing any information obtained under a leniency or settlement procedure, or the use of 

information prohibited under procedural rights or guarantees is not allowed. Patrik DUCREY 

also explained the details of use and protection of the data as well as the restrictions to 

cooperate. 

Blanca RODRIGUEZ GALINDO concluded this presentation session by putting bilateral 

cooperation into the context of trade with the EU’s main partners as well as with 

competition authorities of Brazil, Russia India and China (BRICs). She also emphasized the 

importance of the ICN and OECD work at multilateral level and how enforcement 

                                                 
1  EU - United States (1995, 1999),  

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:21995A0427(01)&from=EN;  
EU - Canada (1999), http://ec.europa.eu/competition/international/bilateral/canada_en.pdf; 
EU - Japan (2003), http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:22003A0722(01)&from=EN; 
EU - Republic of Korea (2009) http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:22009A0804(01)&from=EN; and  
EU - Switzerland (2014), http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:22014A1203(01)&from=EN. 

2  Russia (1997), http://ec.europa.eu/competition/international/bilateral/mou_russia_en.pdf;  
Brazil (2009), http://ec.europa.eu/competition/international/bilateral/brazil_mou_en.pdf;  
China (2012) and http://ec.europa.eu/competition/international/bilateral/mou_china_en.pdf;  
India (2013) http://ec.europa.eu/competition/international/bilateral/india_agreement.pdf. 

3  http://www.internationalcompetitionnetwork.org/uploads/library/doc1031.pdf. 
4  http://www.oecd.org/competition/international-coop-competition-2014-recommendation.htm. 
5  See the full text http://www.oecd.org/daf/competition/2014-rec-internat-coop-competition.pdf. 
6  http://www.jftc.go.jp/en/pressreleases/yearly-2015/April/150430.files/150430_2.pdf. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:21995A0427(01)&from=EN
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/international/bilateral/canada_en.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:22003A0722(01)&from=EN
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:22009A0804(01)&from=EN
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:22009A0804(01)&from=EN
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:22014A1203(01)&from=EN
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/international/bilateral/mou_russia_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/international/bilateral/brazil_mou_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/international/bilateral/mou_china_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/international/bilateral/india_agreement.pdf
http://www.internationalcompetitionnetwork.org/uploads/library/doc1031.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/competition/international-coop-competition-2014-recommendation.htm
http://www.oecd.org/daf/competition/2014-rec-internat-coop-competition.pdf
http://www.jftc.go.jp/en/pressreleases/yearly-2015/April/150430.files/150430_2.pdf
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cooperation was increasingly multijurisdictional. For example, in the field of cartels on 

average four competition agencies were involved in every case. 

Markus FERBER initiated the discussion by pointing at the many commonalities that had 

been put forward by the different experts and consequently asked about the chances of 

developing some kind of worldwide applicable principles in competition law. Experts 

answered that the attempts of the ICN and OECD could be seen as first movements in this 

direction. On the contrary, Andreas SCHWAB (MEP, EPP) took a look at the still existing 

number of cases in which competition authorities of different jurisdictions came to different 

results. He pointed out that this could possibly lead to a risk that cases could be politically 

exploited and lead to confrontations between the western world and other countries. The 

experts argued that the level of cooperation between competition authorities was not a 

political one and that in practical work authorities had more common views than 

differences. 

The second session focused on ‘Competition Policy in TTIP’ and was started by Hendrik 

BOURGEOIS who began by drawing the attention to the importance of the EU–US trade 

relationship. This was followed by an assessment arguing that EU and US competition 

regimes are among the most mature and sophisticated in the world and a brief overview on 

the differences in how similar principles are currently enforced. He also looked at merger 

control and concluded that the competition chapter in TTIP should not try to bridge 

remaining differences but codify joint EU/US approaches especially, with a view to third 

countries. 

Ioannis LIANOS first explained in detail the competition law provisions in TTIP and secondly 

analysed the existing convergence between EU and US competition law. He provided 

graphic overviews of the respective enforcement structures as well as the decision making 

process in antitrust. 

Blanca RODRIGUEZ GALINDO and Christophe KIENER gave an overview of EU objectives by 

stating that trade and investment liberalisation should not be circumvented by anti-

competitive behaviour and that TTIP as well as other free trade agreements (FTAs) 

therefore needed comprehensive competition provisions. However, bilateral cooperation will 

take place on the basis of  the existing EU–US cooperation agreement. TTIP will not add 

any new features; e.g. there will be no possibility for an exchange of confidential 

information in the area of antitrust or mergers. As regards subsidies, the aim is to achieve 

transparency as a basis for effective discipline. In addition, disciplines about the most 

distortive types of aid, such as the prohibition of aid to ailing firms without a restructuring 

plan should be discussed. 

So far eight TTIP rounds of negotiations have taken place, during which both sides 

exchanged textual proposals7. Currently both sides try to bridge the differences. 

Markus FERBER led this session’s discussion, pointing at the still existing different principles 

when enforcing antitrust law, for example the possibility of criminal sanctions against 

company staff in case of a cartel. Blanca RODRIGUEZ GALINDO confirmed that specific 

rules on both sides will prevail, however she emphasized that differences of this kind were 

not really relevant for trade. Christophe KIENER added that it was not the idea of TTIP to 

harmonise or merge the two legal systems. Hendrik BOURGEOIS focused on the purpose to 

foster investments and procedural fairness in order to make sure that the decision taken is 

considering the existing differences. 

                                                 
7  On Competition (i.e. antitrust and mergers), 

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2015/january/tradoc_153029.pdf; on State owned enterprises 
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2015/january/tradoc_153030.pdf and on Subsidies 
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2015/january/tradoc_153031.pdf. 

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2015/january/tradoc_153029.pdf
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2015/january/tradoc_153030.pdf
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2015/january/tradoc_153031.pdf
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A question from the audience on the a specific clause in the Fourth Railway Package 

regarding market access for US companies via public tendering led to the statement that a 

clear distinction has to be drawn between competition policy and public procurement rules 

which can also can affect local market structure. On a further question on a competition 

chapter in the on-going FTA negotiations with Japan, Christophe KIENER replied that even 

though the agreement with Japan was not on trade and investment, the importance given 

to the competition chapter by the EU was equally high as in TTIP. Markus FERBER closed 

the discussion by pointing at the TTIP negotiations taking place in the midst of various 

ongoing trade negotiations between the US, the EU and countries in the Asian/Pacific 

region. 
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4. BACKGROUND 

The rules and principles in competition policy differ between countries all over the world. To 

ensure effective competition on the market, the EU has negotiated several cooperation 

agreements and memoranda of understanding (MoU) with its most important trade 

partners (see lists below). The currently negotiated Transatlantic Trade and Investment 

Partnership (TTIP) also contains a chapter on competition policy. 

Session I: International Cooperation in the Area of Antitrust 

Investigations 

The two most frequently used instruments for the EU to cooperate with other countries are 

binding (bilateral) agreements or MoUs. By signing such an agreement both sides express 

their intention to follow the commonly agreed line in the process of their further 

relationship.  

The lists below provide an overview on the existing tools of cooperation, namely the 

agreements and MoUs signed by the EU in chronological order. The most recent agreement 

on competition law has been concluded with Switzerland and entered into force on 1 

December 2014. This agreement allows for the first time an exchange of data between 

competition authorities without a waiver and is therefore qualified as ‘second generation 

agreement’. Outside the EU, a similar second generation agreement was concluded in 

April 2015 between Australia and Japan. 

Table 1: Cooperation agreements concluded by the EU 

Country Agreement Year 

United 

States 

Agreement between the Government of the United States of America and the 
Commission of the European Communities regarding the application of their 

competition laws
8 

Agreement between the European Communities and the Government of the 
United States of America on the application of positive comity principles in the 

enforcement of their competition laws
9 

1995 

 

 

1998 

Canada Agreement between the European Communities and the Government of 

Canada regarding the application of their competition laws
10 

1999 

Japan Agreement between the European Community and the Government of Japan 

concerning cooperation on anti-competitive activities
11 

2003 

Republic 

of Korea 

Agreement between the EU and the Republic of Korea concerning cooperation 
on anti-competitive activities12 

2009 

Switzer-

land 

Agreement between the European Union and the Swiss Confederation 

concerning cooperation on the application of their competition laws
13 

2014 

 

                                                 
8  http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:21995A0427(01)&from=EN. 
9  http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:31998D0386&from=EN. 
10  http://ec.europa.eu/competition/international/bilateral/canada_en.pdf. 
11  http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:22003A0722(01)&from=EN. 
12  http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:22009A0804(01)&from=EN. 
13  http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:22014A1203(01)&from=EN.  

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:21995A0427(01)&from=EN
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:31998D0386&from=EN
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/international/bilateral/canada_en.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:22003A0722(01)&from=EN
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:22009A0804(01)&from=EN
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:22014A1203(01)&from=EN
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Table 2: Most recent international cooperation agreement in the field of 

competition policy 

Countries Agreement Year 

Australia/Japan Cooperation Agreement between the fair trade 

commission of Japan and the Australian Competition and 

Consumer Protection14
 

2015 

 

Table 3: Memoranda of Understanding entered into by DG COMP 

Country MoU Year 

Russian 

Federation 

Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation15
 2011 

Brazil  Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation16
 2009 

China Terms of Reference of the EU-China Competition Policy 

Dialogue17 

Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation18
 

2004 

 

2012 

India Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation19
 2013 

Session II:  Competition Policy in TTIP 

The currently negotiated chapter on competition policy in TTIP is seen by the EU as a model 

for global policies to promote free and fair competition. In January 2015 the European 

Commission has published on its homepage initial textual proposals on the competition 

chapter in TTIP covering the following three areas: 

 Competition, i.e. Antitrust and Mergers: The EU underlines the importance of 

the general principle of free and undistorted competition in their trade and 

investment relations20. 

 State-owned Enterprises (SOEs): The intention of this proposal is to find 

solutions to protect private companies from discrimination by the monopoly power 

of SOEs21.  

 Subsidies: The EU emphasises the importance of transparency between the parties 

in the field of subsidies22.  

The EU’s position is summarised in a Commission fact sheet23. 

                                                 
14 http://www.jftc.go.jp/en/pressreleases/yearly-2015/April/150430.files/150430_2.pdf. 
15 http://ec.europa.eu/competition/international/bilateral/mou_russia_en.pdf.  
16 http://ec.europa.eu/competition/international/bilateral/brazil_mou_en.pdf. 
17 http://ec.europa.eu/competition/international/bilateral/china_tor_en.pdf. 
18 http://ec.europa.eu/competition/international/bilateral/mou_china_en.pdf. 
19 http://ec.europa.eu/competition/international/bilateral/india_agreement.pdf. 
20 http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2015/january/tradoc_153029.pdf. 
21 http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2015/january/tradoc_153030.pdf. 
22 http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2015/january/tradoc_153031.pdf. 

http://www.jftc.go.jp/en/pressreleases/yearly-2015/April/150430.files/150430_2.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/international/bilateral/mou_russia_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/international/bilateral/brazil_mou_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/international/bilateral/china_tor_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/international/bilateral/mou_china_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/international/bilateral/india_agreement.pdf
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2015/january/tradoc_153029.pdf
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2015/january/tradoc_153030.pdf
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2015/january/tradoc_153031.pdf
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23 http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2015/january/tradoc_153019.6%20Competition%20SoE%20Subsidies%20merged.pdf. 

 

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2015/january/tradoc_153019.6%20Competition%20SoE%20Subsidies%20merged.pdf
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NOTES 
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