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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Physical and climatic description of the Azores 

 

The Azores archipelago is located in the North Atlantic, 800 km from Madeira, 1 500 km 

from the European mainland, 1 450 km from Africa, 3 900 km from North America and 

6 400 km from the north of Brazil. It is spread out in a diagonal line from north-west to 

south-east, at the same latitude as the Portuguese capital, Lisbon, to which it is connected 

via regular flights of approximately two hours' duration. The maximum distance between 

islands is 630 km, between Corvo (to the west) and Santa Maria (to the east).  

 

The archipelago has a surface area of 2 322 km² (equivalent to 2.6% of Portuguese 

territory) (TABLE 1 -I), divided into 9 islands and several islets which are clustered in 

three groups: the Western Group (made up of two islands: Flores and Corvo), the Central 

Group (with five islands: Faial, Pico, São Jorge, Graciosa and Terceira) and the Eastern 

Group (comprising the islands of São Miguel and Santa Maria and the Formigas islets, 

which are classified as a nature reserve) (MAP 1). The largest islands are São Miguel 

(759 km²), Pico (446 km²), and Terceira (403 km²) (TABLE 1 - I). 

 

 

MAP 1. THE AZORES ARCHIPELAGO 

 
 

 

The archipelago, which is of volcanic origin, is situated at the crux of three of the largest 

tectonic plates in the world: the North American, Eurasian and African plates. There is 

frequent volcanic activity: the last terrestrial eruption, the Capelinhos volcano, occurred in 

1957 in Faial, and in 1964 submarine volcanic activity was detected off the coast of Serrata 

and in the Pico-São Jorge Channel. The Pico volcano, on the island of the same name, is 

the highest mountain in Portugal (2 352 m above sea level). 
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The Azores' location out in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean meant that an exclusive 

economic zone (EEZ) of 938 000 km² could be established, incorporating the area between 

the coastlines of each of the islands and the surrounding sea up to a distance of 200 

nautical miles. In order to comprehend the enormous size of this EEZ we need to take into 

account the fact that it makes up around 30% of the total European Economic Area (EEA). 

 

The warm Gulf Stream maintains the average temperature of the sea water at between 16 

°C and 25 °C, creating a subtropical maritime climate with humid forests and shrubland. 

The climate is characterised by regular rainfall throughout the year (1 930 mm), with 

heavier rainfall in autumn and winter, a short summer period (July-August), limited 

variation in temperature with regular meteorological phenomena of a catastrophic nature 

(storms, strong winds, torrential rain) and the existence of numerous local micro-climates, 

due to the mountainous terrain. The average temperature in November, when the 

COMAGRI delegation will make its visit, ranges between 18.8 and 14°C.  

 

Likewise, the geographic isolation of the islands and their volcanic terrain give rise to a 

wide variety of biotopes, ecosystems and landscapes. The laurisilva (laurel forest) in 

particular forms the basis for forests with a very high number of endemic species. 

 

Around 300 endemic species of arthropods have been recorded (in particular insects), 

spread out across very diverse habitats (caves, lava fields, forests). The islands are also 

home to around 582 species and subspecies of marine vertebrates (manta rays, sharks, 

marine turtles) and 71 terrestrial vertebrates. 

 

The latter include around 40 species of breeding birds. The Azores are in this respect one of 

the six European regions classified as Endemic Bird Areas, with endangered bird species. 

The Azores bullfinch (Latin name 'pyrrhula murina'; 'priolo' in Portuguese;) is the most 

threatened bird in Europe, with its population res 

 

UNESCO has listed three of the islands in the archipelago as Biosphere Reserves: Corvo, 

Flores and Graciosa. 16% of the terrestrial territory is under some kind of natural protection 

status, which makes the Azores one of the European regions with the greatest percentage of 

classified areas classified in the EU.  

 

Lastly, the Azores belong to the European Network of Geoparks whose aim is to protect 

geodiversity, promote geological heritage and support sustainable economic growth. 

 

1.2.  Demography 

 

The population of the archipelago is 247 400 inhabitants (equivalent to 2.4% of the 

Portuguese population) and its population density is 106 people per square kilometre 

(somewhat lower than the Portuguese average, 113 inhabitants/km2) (TABLE 1 - II and 

III). 

 

The most populated island is São Miguel, in the Eastern Group, which, with 138 000 people, 

supports a little more than half of the region's population, and is the most densely 

populated island of the archipelago (around 1 500 inhab/km2). On the same island is the 

city with the largest population, Ponta Delgada, which is joint capital city of the islands 

along with Angra do Heroismo (in Terceira) and Horta (in Faial).  
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TABLE 1. KEY MACROECONOMIC INDICATORS OF PORTUGAL (MAINLAND AND 

ISLANDS) 

 

I. AREA 

 

 

Area of the islands (in km2) 

 

Total PT - mainland and islands (km2) 92 212 

Azores total (km2) 2 322 

Azores as a % of Portugal 2.6% 

São Miguel 

Pico 

Terceira 

São Jorge 

Faial 

Flores 

Santa Maria 

Graciosa 

Corvo 

759 

446 

403 

246 

173 

143 

97 

62 

17 

II. PORTUGAL DEMOGRAPHY 

(MAINLAND AND ISLANDS) 

Total population of Portugal (2014) 10 393 000 

Density (pop./km2) 113 

Life expectancy (2013) 80.9 

Birth rate (2013) 1.21 

III. DEMOGRAPHY OF THE 

AZORES 

Total population (2013) 247 400 

% of Portuguese population (2013) 2.4% 

Density (pop./km2) (2013)  106 

IV. GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT 

OF PORTUGAL 

GDP whole of PT (M €) (2013) 171 211 

% variation in GDP 2013 / 2012  -1.4% 

GDP per capita (€) (2013) 16 400 

V. GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT 

OF THE AZORES 

GDP total (M €) (2013) 3 694 

% variation in GDP 2013 / 2012  -1.2% 

GDP per capita (€) (2013) 14 900 

VI. TRADE BALANCE OF 

PORTUGAL 

Trade balance PT (M€) (2014) -10 611 

Coverage ration Export./Import. 82.05% 

% Trade balance/GDP -6.13% 

VII. UNEMPLOYMENT AND 

INFLATION OF PORTUGAL AND 

THE AZORES 

Annual CPI PT (June 2014/2015)  0.8% 

Annual CPI Azores (June 2014/15)  1.43% 

Unemployment PT (May 2015) 13.2% 

Unemployment Azores (1 Trimester 

2015) 

6.8% 

VIII. OTHER PORTUGUESE 

MACROECONOMIC INDICATORS 

 

Minimum wage - NMW (€) (2015) 589 

Annual average wage PT (€) (2014) 17 436 

Annual inflation PT (2014)  -0.3% 

Debt PT (% GDP) (2014) 130.2% 

Public deficit PT (% GDP) (2014) -4.5% 

CO2 emissions (tonnes per capita) 

(2011) 

4.7 

Competitiveness ranking PT (2014) 51st 

Ranking PT country-by-country in the 

Human Development Index (HDI) 

(2013) 

41st 

Sources: Original based on data from the Statistics Portugal (INE), the World Economic Forum (Competitiveness 

Index) and Statistics Azores. 
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1.3. Political and administrative framework  

In accordance with the 1976 Constitution, the Portuguese Republic consists of two 

autonomous regions (Azores and Madeira) as well as five administrative regions in 

mainland Portugal (North, Central, Lisbon, Alentejo and Algarve). However, the mainland 

administrative division has yet to be developed and is only useful for statistical purposes. 

An initial proposal for regionalisation, presented in the 1990s by the Portuguese 

government of the time, was rejected in a referendum. As a result, on the mainland the old 

distritos [districts] (18 in total) still exist, with scarcely any powers, as well as several ad 

hoc structures (such as the Regional Coordinating Commissions - CCR, metropolitan areas, 

or urban and interurban communities). The most extensive and well-developed 

administrative level in Portugal is the local level, made up of municipalities (concelhos) (19 

in total in the Azores) which are each divided into parishes (freguesias) (159 in the Azores). 

 

Moreover, the European Union classifies the Azores and Madeira as outermost regions 

because of their remoteness, insularity, small size, mountainous topography, adverse 

climate and significant economic dependency on a limited number of products (Articles 349 

and 355.1 TFEU). These geographic constraints lead to considerable economic dependency 

on external sources for both for regular funding and/or for extra charges related to their 

economic activities, which impede sustained economic development. 

 

The Portuguese autonomous regions boast considerable executive and legislative powers in 

several areas including economic promotion, welfare policies, and environmental 

protection. The principal regional authorities are the Regional Government (the executive 

branch) and the Legislative Assembly (the legislative branch). The latter is elected by direct 

universal suffrage and, aside from its corresponding legislative powers, has the power to 

monitor the activity of the Regional Government.  

 

The Representative of the Republic represents the Portuguese Head of State in each 

Autonomous Region. S/he is nominated by the President of the Republic following 

consultation with the Council of State. S/he has the ability to sign and order the publication 

of the acts adopted by the Assembly and the Regional Government. As a result, s/he has 

the right of veto, which can nevertheless be overruled by a qualified majority of the 

Regional Assembly.  

 

On the other hand, the President of the Regional Government is nominated by the 

Representative of the Portuguese Republic based on the outcome of an election. The 

Regional President is responsible for forming the Government. Members of Government are 

also appointed and dismissed by the Representative of the Republic, acting upon a proposal 

from the President. 

 

The current President of the Regional Government is Vasco Alves Cordeiro and the Regional 

Secretariat for Agriculture and the Environment is led by Luis Nuno Ponte Neto de Viveiros, 

both of whom are members of the Socialist Party. This Regional Secretariat is in charge of 

agricultural policy, rural development, agricultural training and rural extension, forests, the 

environment, spatial planning, and water resources  

 

The Legislative Assembly is currently made up of the following groups or parliamentary 

representatives: Socialist Party (PS - 31 members), Social Democratic Party (PSD - 22), 

Democratic and Social Centre – People's Party (CDS-PP - 7), Left Bloc (BE - 3), Communist 

Party (PCP - 1) and the People's Monarchist Party (PPM - 1) (FIGURE 1). 
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FIGURE 1. DISTRIBUTION OF SEATS IN THE LEGISLATIVE 

ASSEMBLY OF THE AZORES 
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2. THE REGIONAL ECONOMY OF THE AZORES 

2.1. A successful process of real convergence (despite the 

recession) 

 

As with the other outermost European regions, the environmental conditions afflicting the 

Autonomous Region of the Azores (isolation, insularity, mountainous terrain, etc.) result in 

increased structural backwardness. According to the Commission's data, in 1983, before 

Portugal became a member of the EU, the Azores were at the bottom of the list of EU 15 

NUTS II regions in terms of GDP per capita with 39% of the EU average. Ten years later, in 

1993, virtually nothing had changed and the Azores were one place up from the bottom.  

 

The real convergence of the Autonomous Region of the Azores, both at the national and EU 

levels, began at the end of the 1990s with a boost from European structural funds and the 

strong growth (until 2010) of the Portuguese economy in general (FIGURE 2 - A). In 2005 

the GDP/PPS per capita of the archipelago compared to the EU average reached 70 (EU = 

100) (FIGURE 2 - H). The GDP per capita of the Azores at the time rose to EUR 13 000, 

equivalent to 88% of the Portuguese GDP (EUR 15 100) (FIGURE 2 - E, F and G). As of 

2005 the Azores were no longer one of the 'less-developed regions' in EU terms, and 

became a 'transition region'. On the other hand, higher rates of growth than in mainland 

Portugal (FIGURE 2 - A and B) enabled the Azores to consolidate an intermediate position 

between the 7 Portuguese regions (with a GDP per capita that is higher than the North and 

Central regions and similar to that of Alentejo and Madeira).  

 

 

TABLE 2 GDP TRENDS IN PORTUGAL AND THE AZORES (2005 - 2013) 

(at current prices) 

 

 

 

 

YEAR

S 

A. GDP 

Portugal 

(PT) in 

M € 

(base 

2011) 

B. GDP 

Azores 

in M €  

(based 

on 

2011) 

C.  

Evolution 

GDP per 

capita PT 

(% - base 

2011) 

D. 

Evolution 

GDP per 

capita 

Azores 

(% - base 

2011) 

E.  

GDP per 

capita PT  

(in 000 €) 

F.   

GDP per 

capita 

Azores 

(in 000 €)  

G.  

GDP per 

capita 

Azores 

(PT base 

= 100) 

H. 

GDP per 

capita 

Azores 

(EU base 

= 100) 

2005 

2006 

2007 

2008 

2009 

2010 

2011 

2012 

2013 

158 653 

166 249 

175 468 

178 873 

175 448 

179 930 

176 167 

169 668 

171 211 

3 264 

3 431 

3 603 3 

761 

3 729 

3 836 

3 760 

3 633 

3 694 

0.8% 

1.6% 

2.5% 

0.2% 

-3.0% 

1.9% 

-1.8% 

-3.3% 

-1.4% 

2.1% 

2.0% 

2.3% 

2.7% 

-2.1% 

2.0% 

-1.8% 

-3.0% 

-1.2% 

15.1 

15.8 

16.6 

16.9 

16.6 

17.0 

16.7 

16.1 

16.4 

13.3 

14.0 

14.6 

15.3 

15.1 

15.5 

15.2 

14.7 

14.9 

88 

89 

88 

90 

91 

91 

91 

91 

91 

70 

70 

70 

71 

74 

74 

71 

70 

72 

Source:  PD B based on data from Statistics Portugal (INE) (2014) ‘New series of the Regional Accounts for the 

period 2000-2013’, December 2014 

(https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_destaques&DESTAQUESdest_boui=211519832&DESTAQ

UESmodo=2)  

 

The severe economic slowdown that Portugal has experienced since 2008 and the ensuing 

recession obviously had a negative impact on the process of real convergence with the EU, 

with a fall of no fewer than four points (from 74 in 2009 to 70 in 2012) (TABLE 2 - H and 

https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_destaques&DESTAQUESdest_boui=211519832&DESTAQUESmodo=2
https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_destaques&DESTAQUESdest_boui=211519832&DESTAQUESmodo=2
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FIGURE 2). In the same period the Azores' rate remained constant relative to the national 

average (91), because of the serious economic crisis in mainland Portugal (TABLE 2 - G 

and FIGURE 2). In other words, the recession has hit the Azores with less intensity than in 

mainland Portugal. The level of unemployment is significant in this respect: while average 

unemployment levels in Portugal in May 2015 were around 13.2%, unemployment in the 

archipelago was 6.8% in the first quarter of 2015 (just over half of the Portuguese 

average) (TABLE 1 - VII). 

 

FIGURE 2. PER CAPITA GDP TRENDS IN THE AZORES COMPARED TO PORTUGAL 

(BASE 100) AND THE EU (BASE 100) 

 

The latest data collected by INE suggest that in 2014 the real convergence process in 

Portugal recommenced, reaching a GDP of EUR 173 044 million (+0.9% compared with the 

previous year) with a GDP per capita of EUR 16 600. Nevertheless, the Portuguese 

economy's traditional macroeconomic imbalances persist, aggravated by the recent crisis 

(negative trade balance, and elevated levels of unemployment and public debt and deficit) 

(TABLE 1 - VIII and VII). 

 

For its part, the economy of the Azores is recovering more quickly than the rest of Portugal. 

The EAR ('Economic Activity Rate') of the archipelago registered a result of 1 043 in the 

months of February, March and April 2015, its highest value since March 2007 (1 046). 

 

2.2. An economic structure specialising strongly in agriculture 

 

The economy of the Azores represents 2.1% of the Portuguese economy, measured by its 

contribution to the GVA. However, their contribution is substantially bigger in the primary 

sector (agriculture, forestry, fishing), where it represents 9.3% of the Portuguese GVA 

(TABLE 3 - A). 

 

As is traditional in developed economies, the service sector leads the way in the economy 

of the archipelago, with a contribution to the regional GVA of no less than 74.8% in 2012, 

in line with the Portuguese rate (TABLE 3 - A). The predominant tertiary activities on the 

islands are of a public nature (administrative and social services). 

 

The biggest difference between the economic structures of Portugal and the Azores lies in 

the lower percentage of the secondary sector in the islands (15.6%) and, in parallel, in the 

greater importance of the primary sector compared to European and Portuguese standards 

(with 9.6% GVA). (TABLE 3 - A and FIGURE 3). It should be emphasised that agro-food 

and forestry processing are the principal industrial sectors, combined with the islands' 

primary sector products. The food and drinks industry in particular boasts 255 businesses 



The agriculture of the Azores Islands (COMAGRI delegation) 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 19 

(2013 figures). Bakeries topped the list of businesses, but the bulk of agro-food economic 

activity is concentrated in the abattoirs, dairy and brewing industries. 

 

FIGURE 3. ECONOMIC STRUCTURE OF THE AZORES 

BY SECTORS (% GVA - YEAR 2012) 

 
 

TABLE 3. ECONOMIC STRUCTURE AND EMPLOYMENT IN PORTUGAL AND THE 

AZORES 

 

  

GVA PORTUGAL (2012)  
 

 

GVA AZORES (2012) 

A. 

 

GVA (M€) 

 

% GVA 

 

% 

Azores/PT 

 

Primary Industry Services Total Primary Industry Services Total 

 

3 212 

 

2.2% 

 

 

-- 

 

32 964 

 

22.4% 

 

 

-- 

 

 

111 186 

 

75.4% 

 

 

-- 

 

147 362 

 

100% 

 

 

-- 

 

300 

 

9.6% 

 

 

9.3% 

 

487 

 

15.6% 

 

 

1.5% 

 

2 335 

 

74.8% 

 

 

2.1% 

 

3 122 

 

100% 

 

 

2.1% 

  

EMPLOYMENT PORTUGAL (2014) 

 

EMPLOYMENT AZORES (2013) 

 

B. 

 

000 people 

 

% 

employment 

 

% 

Azores/PT 

 

Primary Industry Services Total Primary Industry Services Total 

 

389 

 

 

8.6% 

 

 

-- 

 

1 074 

 

 

23.9% 

 

 

-- 

 

3 037 

 

 

67.5% 

 

 

-- 

 

4 500 

 

 

100% 

 

 

-- 

 

11.6 

 

 

11.6% 

 

 

3% 

 

 

14.6 

 

 

14.6% 

 

 

1.35% 

 

73.8 

 

 

73.9% 

 

 

2.4% 

 

100.1 

 

 

100% 

 

 

2.2% 

Sources: PD B based on figures from Statistics Portugal (INE), 'Regional Accounts - Tables by Industry – Base 

2011' 

(https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_cnacionais2010&contexto=cr&selTab=tab3&perfil=2206

74544&INST=220617235);  

& Pordata – Database on contemporary Portugal  

(http://www.pordata.pt/Tema/Portugal/Actividades+Econ%C3%B3micas-45 &  

http://www.pordata.pt/Subtema/Portugal/Popula%c3%a7%c3%a3o+Empregada-8) 

 

Another distinctive aspect of the Azores is the stability of its sectoral distribution. Unlike on 

the mainland, the percentage contribution of the three branches to the GVA has remained 

almost constant since the end of the 1990s, with only slight fluctuations. Regarding primary 

activity as such, in mainland Portugal the primary sector has continued to shrink and its 

https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_cnacionais2010&contexto=cr&selTab=tab3&perfil=220674544&INST=220617235
https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_cnacionais2010&contexto=cr&selTab=tab3&perfil=220674544&INST=220617235
http://www.pordata.pt/Tema/Portugal/Actividades+Econ%C3%B3micas-45
http://www.pordata.pt/Subtema/Portugal/Popula%C3%A7%C3%A3o+Empregada-8
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contribution to the GVA dropped from 5.4% in 1995 to a mere 2.1% in 2014 (a fall of 

around 60%). By comparison, in the Azores the primary sector has made up 9-10% of the 

regional GVA since the start of this century, thus quadrupling the national values.  

 

Structural diversification difficulties may explain this situation. The special treatment 

proffered to the outermost regions in order to maintain their traditional trade flows could 

also be a contributing factor. At the production level in particular it is necessary to take into 

account the strong focus on dairy farming in the archipelago. Under the protection of the 

national production quota system this sector has until now been able to keep the mainland 

Portuguese market to which it has traditionally provided most of its production (75.3% in 

2014). It is clear that the recent abolition of quotas could upset this fragile balance if the 

islands' dairy industry is not able to compete with foreign production in the Portuguese 

domestic market (see section 3.4, below). 

 

The largest island, São Miguel, concentrates more than half of the total regional GVA 

(57.8% in 2009). It is followed by Terceira, with a fifth of the total (21.8%), Faial (6.9%) 

and Pico (5.3%). The distribution of GVA from the primary sector among the islands follows 

more or less the same pattern: São Miguel and Terceira retain two thirds of primary activity 

(57.6% and 20.8% respectively, as of 2009). The strong specialisation of Pico, Faial, São 

Jorge and Graciosa needs to be highlighted, four islands whose primary sector outstrips 

other economic sectors in their contribution to the regional GVA. Livestock farming and 

fishing are the main economic foundation for these smaller islands. Likewise almost all of 

its industry is linked to the food sector. 

 

2.3. Distribution of employment by sector 

 

In direct correlation with the strong 'servitisation' of the regional economic structure, the 

services sector is, by far, the principal source of employment in the Azores, with 73.9% of 

the total number of employed workers, higher even than Portugal as a whole (67.5%) 

(TABLE 3 - B). It is followed by the secondary sector (with 14.6% of those employed) and, 

hot on its heels, the primary sector (with a significant 11.6%, higher than the Portuguese 

average of 8.6%). 

 

It must be stressed that, as the principal industrial sub-sector of the islands, agro-food 

accounts for 2.1% of all employment (2 100 people).  
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3. THE FARMING AND FORESTRY SECTOR OF THE 

AZORES 

3.1. A rural territory, the basis for farming and forestry 

 

The soil and climatic conditions of the archipelago allow for a wide range of agricultural 

produce. The Usable Agricultural Area (UAA) covers as much as 120 400 Ha, equivalent to 

a little more than half of the total territory (TABLE 4 - 2). 88% of the UAA is made up of 

permanent grassland and pasture that is appropriate for extensive livestock farming. 10% 

of the UAA is arable land (overwhelmingly used to cultivate green maize to feed livestock) 

and barely 2% is occupied by permanent crops (with vineyards in first place). The surface 

area of the holdings involved in organic farming is still very small, with barely 620 Ha 

(certified or under review) (as of 2013)  

 

TABLE 4. KEY INDICATORS OF AGRICULTURAL STRUCTURES IN THE AZORES 

 

1. RURAL AREAS (1) Km² (2013) 2 333 

% of total territory (2013) 100% 

2. USABLE AGRICULTURAL 

AREA (UAA) 

Ha (2009) 120 412 

% of the total territory of the Islands 51.6% 

3. FORESTED AREA Ha (2010) 72 900 

% of total territory  31.2% 

4. EMPLOYMENT Total employment (2013) 100 100 

% Employment in rural areas (2013) 100% 

Employment in agriculture and forestry 11 600 

% of total employment of the Islands 11.6% 

5. AGRICULTURAL 

HOLDINGS 

Number of holdings (2009) 13 540 

Average Ha of UAA (Ha) (2009) 8.9 

Average economic size (€) 25 918.3 

6. CONTRIBUTION OF THE 

AGRICULTURAL SECTOR 

TO GDP 

% agricultural of total GDP of Islands 

(2012) 

9.6% 

Note: (1) Rural area according to OECD classification, which includes intermediate regions and those that are 

predominantly rural.   
Sources: Rural Development Programme Portugal - Azores 2014 - 2020; and Statistics Azores. 

(http://estatistica.azores.gov.pt/). 

 

If the forested area is added to the agricultural area (UAA), land devoted directly to 

primary activities covers more than 80% of the total (TABLE 4 - 3). These activities are 

the backbone of a complex agro-food and forestry industry that is one of the principal 

drivers of the regional economy. 

 

On the other hand, the islands' wide variety in terms of landscape and ecology (Section 

1.1) provides a foundation for a visibly growing tourism industry with great potential for the 

future (in 2013 hotel capacity was 8 560 beds). 

 

Ultimately, the dependence of the Azores upon its primary sector, in socio-economic 

(employment), territorial (landscape) and natural (resources) aspects, is very high. In fact 

the whole of the Azores territory can be classified as 'rural' according to the economic and 

demographic criteria of the OECD (including both intermediary zones and those classified as 

'predominantly rural' - PR) (TABLE 4 - 1 and 4). 

http://estatistica.azores.gov.pt/
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3.2. Agricultural structures 

 

The Azores islands have 13 540 farm holdings, with an average physical size of 8.9 Ha 

(TABLE 4 - 5). Despite the fact that most of the holdings are smaller than 2 Ha (7 209 in 

total, equivalent to 53%) the average physical size calculated is not simply a statistical 

illusion, in that most of the agricultural land (in terms of UAA) is in the hands of medium-

sized holdings, between 20 and 50 Ha (34.5%). 

 

Holdings of between 5 and 20 Ha also occupy a substantial part of the UAA (25.6%). At the 

two extremes, the smallest holdings (< 5 Ha) barely account for 8% of UAA while holdings 

of more than 50 Ha, mostly private or municipally-owned meadows and pasture, make up 

an appreciable part of the productive area (31.7%). 

 

There is a clear link between the size of UAA according to its geographic location, and the 

number of holdings, which attests to the structural similarity of the islands. São Miguel, 

which is the island with the greatest UAA (34% of the total of the archipelago) also has the 

highest number of holdings (54%). Terceira, the second island in terms of UAA (20%), has 

33.2% of holdings. And, finally, Pico (with 16% of the total UAA), has 19.5% of the 

holdings. 

 

The average economic size is EUR 25 918.3 per holding (TABLE 4 - 5). But this statistic 

conceals considerable variation. The preponderance of small and medium-sized holdings in 

physical terms (Ha) is directly reflected in their economic size. 31% make less than EUR 

2 000 per year. 37% of holdings make between EUR 2 000 and EUR 15 000. 25% make 

between EUR 15 000 and EUR 100 000. And only 7% make more than EUR 100 000.  

 

The average income level of farmers in the Azores is EUR 14 481.9 per AWU (annual work 

unit) (2011 data), which means that they have a lower standard of living compared with 

those working in the island's other economic sectors (with a rate of 96.1 over 100). The 

number of AWUs per holding is less than 1 (0.9%). 

 

Practically all of the UAA is divided, in equal parts, between holdings that are rented and 

those that are owned by those farming them. Only 8.1% of owners are under 35. Most of 

the labour is provided by family members. 

 

Among the most commonly cultivated crops (permanent or annual) (24 053 Ha) are forage 

crops (84% of the total). These are followed at a considerable distance by vineyards (4%) 

and potato, general horticulture and subtropical crops (each making up 2% of the total). 

Moreover, there are 7 000 holdings with cattle. 

 

This data reveals family-based farming, with small-scale structures and ageing farm 

owners. Few producers can live exclusively from the income generated by agriculture, and 

supplement that income with other sources (pensions, tourism, small businesses, etc.). 

Modernisation of agricultural structures and improving competitiveness are the main 

challenges facing the agriculture of the Azores in order to reduce high import levels. This 

must be complemented by active economic diversification policies that promise to maintain 

the population of all the islands. Therefore it is no surprise that a good part of the rural 

development policy's expenditure is geared towards these objectives (see section 4.3). 
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3.3. Livestock and the meat industry 

 

The agricultural sector of the Azores is characterised by a strong focus on livestock 

farming. On this basis, meat production has developed quickly, driven by exports. 

 

In 2014 21 598 tonnes of dressed weight were produced, of which 12 281 tonnes (57%) 

were from the bovine species, by far the principal livestock breed of the archipelago with 

267 000 head (equivalent to 17.2% of the total bovine population in Portugal) (TABLE 5 - 

1). Calves, steers and cows are the most commonly slaughtered, with similar numbers 

(from 15 000 to 17 000 head per year).  

 

Other animal species have meat production records that are substantially inferior to those 

of the cattle sector (TABLE 5). 

 

There is a 'Carne dos Acores' ('Azores meat') PGI. 

 

TABLE 5. LIVESTOCK POPULATION AND MEAT PRODUCTION OF THE AZORES (Data 

from 2014) 

SPECIES 

 

Animal population 

(head) 

Animals 

slaughtered 

Dressed weight  

(tonnes) 

1. BOVINE 

Less than a year old 

Adults, of which 

 

- Dairy cows 

- Non-dairy cows 

 

TOTAL BOVINE 

 

83 000 

184 000 

 

89 000 

29 000 

 

267 000 

 

16 958 

38 188 

 

 

 

 

55 146 

 

2 813 

9 468 

 

 

 

 

12 281 

 

2. PIG 

 

 

29 000 

 

70 646 

 

5 416 

 

3. POULTRY 

 

 

n/a 

 

2 330 145 

 

3 879 

 

4. GOAT 

 

 

8 000 

 

1 222 

 

14 

 

5. SHEEP 

 

 

3 000 

 

597 

 

8 

Source: PD B based on data from Statistics Portugal (INE) (2015), 'Agricultural Statistics 2014'  

(https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_publicacoes&PUBLICACOESpub_boui=224773630&PUBLI

CACOESmodo=2). 

 

 

3.4. Milk, a strategic product for the Azores 

 

Dairy cattle have strategic importance for the archipelago on both the agro-industrial and 

territorial levels. With 89 000 dairy cows registered (TABLE 5 - 1) in 2014 the quantity of 

milk delivered to the industry rose to almost 250 million litres. The island of São Miguel was 

the main producer, with 64.4% of the total, followed by Terceira with 26.5%.  

 

https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_publicacoes&PUBLICACOESpub_boui=224773630&PUBLICACOESmodo=2
https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_publicacoes&PUBLICACOESpub_boui=224773630&PUBLICACOESmodo=2
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Overall, 58.6 million litres of UHT milk for human consumption were produced. However, 

cheese represents the most significant dairy product both for its volume (with 12 614 

tonnes produced in 2014) as well as for its value. It should be emphasised that, with the 

exception of the volumes of milk collected in each marketing year, cheese is becoming 

increasingly important to the Azores dairy industry. Among the cheeses produced are the 

traditional appellations ‘Ilha’ and ‘São Jorge’. 

 

Some distance behind milk and cheese, the other two main dairy products are powdered 

milk (6 798 tonnes in 2014) and butter (4 163 tonnes in 2014). 

 

FIGURE 4. MARKETED DAIRY PRODUCTION BY DESTINATION 

(In thousands of t. - Year 2014) 

 
 

Because of the islands' limited internal market, most dairy products put on the market are 

exported. Barely 15% of the tonnes produced (2014) are consumed on the archipelago 

(FIGURE 4 and TABLE 6). The main destination for export is mainland Portugal (75.4% of 

the total tonnes exported in 2014) with preference for milk (60% of trade with the 

mainland) (FIGURE 4 and TABLE 6). The cheeses sent to the mainland are in second 

place in terms of tonnes (18%) but are in first place in terms of monetary value (around 

50% of sales). 

 

Far behind mainland Portugal, the second most popular destination for dairy products is the 

European Union (with 3.7% of the tonnes exported in 2014). It is worth noting that the 

principal export to the EU in terms of volume is whey (67.5% of the total tonnes) but this is 

worth roughly the same amount as the consignments of cheeses in monetary terms. Other 

destinations include Madeira (3%) and third countries (2.7%) (FIGURE 4 and TABLE 6). 
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TABLE 6. MARKETED DAIRY PRODUCTS BY DESTINATION 

(2014 figures, in tonnes) 

 Azores Mainland Madeira EU Third 

countries 

TOTAL 

 

Dairy 

products 

(t.) 

 

Milk 

 

Cheeses 

 

Others 

 

 

26 772 

(15.2%) 

 

 

22 882 

 

1 912 

 

1 978 

 

132 999 

(75.4%) 

 

 

79 454 

 

24 416 

 

29 129 

 

5 337 

(3.0%) 

 

 

4 764 

 

531 

 

42 

 

6 579 

(3.7%) 

 

 

415 

 

758 

 

5 406 

 

4 730 

(2.7%) 

 

 

3 408 

 

513 

 

809 

 

176 417 

(100%) 

 

 

109 988 

 

28 130 

 

38 299 

 

Source: PD B based on data from the Statistics Azores (http://estatistica.azores.gov.pt/). 

 

As has already been stated (Section 2.2), the abolition of milk quotas at the European level 

is a challenge of the first order for the Azores in that it could affect trade with the mainland 

and the EU. For a long time now, the regional authorities and operators in the sector have 

been preparing themselves to face this challenge successfully with the support of the 

European funds assigned to rural development policy (see section 4.3). 

 

It is not surprising therefore that, because of the 2009 CAP Health Check, the rural 

development programme for the period 2007/2013 incorporates specific measures for 

restructuring the dairy sector with a contribution of 90% from FEADER. As a result, 

between 2007 and December 2012 no less than 72.25% of the most recent rural 

development programme's (RDP) projects for modernising holdings concerned the dairy 

sector (compared with 18.06% of projects for supporting beef cattle and 5.35% devoted to 

horticulture). Moreover, between 2007 and December 2012, 67.26% of the projects 

approved for recruiting young farmers were aimed at dairy farming (compared with 

20.83% for beef farming and 10.12% for horticulture). 

 

3.5. Crops 

 

The archipelago's soil and climatic conditions enable a diverse range of products, including 

some subtropical ones (banana, pineapple, tea, yams). The main crop (in terms of 

production and surface area) is, by far, green maize, which is closely related to the high 

number of livestock on the islands (TABLE 7 - 1). Sugar beet occupies the second position 

among annual crops in terms of production volume, followed by potato (TABLE 7 - 1). 

 

Noteworthy woody crops include vineyards, with a total annual production of 12 913 Hl  
(TABLE 7 - 2) most of which was red wine (85%). The production of wines with 

designation of origin is low and most wines are sold without a certificate (80.5%). The main 

quality-assured products are liqueur wines with D.O. (1 308 Hl, 10% of the total on the 

market) and wines with protected geographical indications - PGI (1 118 Hl, 8.5%). The 

'verdelho' is the best-known type of grape in the Azores. 

 

http://estatistica.azores.gov.pt/
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TABLE 7. SURFACE AREA AND YIELD OF PRINCIPAL CROPS 

(2014 data) 

1. ANNUAL CROPS SURFACE AREA YIELD 

Green maize 9 342 Ha 270 775 t. 

Potato 599 Ha 11 142 t. 

Beetroot 354 Ha 13 320 t. 

Corn for grain 238 Ha 446 t. 

Sweet potato 60 Ha 1 176 t. 

Azores yam 60 Ha 1 191 t. 

2. PERMANENT 

CROPS 

  

Wine products 

(2009) 

926 Ha 12 913 Hl 

Orange 366 Ha 3 754 t. 

Banana 291 Ha 5 129 t. 
Source: Statistics Portugal (INE) (2015), 'Agricultural Statistics 2014'  

(https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_publicacoes&PUBLICACOESpub_boui=224773630&PUBLI

CACOESmodo=2). 

 

3.6. Timber production 

 

The surface area of the forest increased in 2010 to 72 900 Ha, equivalent to nearly a third 

of the total territory (TABLE 4 - 3). The most commonly planted new tree species are 

coniferous (13 700 Ha). 

 

Most of the forest surface area is located in natural or semi-natural spaces (46 700 Ha, 

64% of the total) with hardly any productive activity. Nevertheless, a sizeable amount of 

wood is produced on the islands: 10.6 million cubic metres in 2013. Most of this is 

hardwood for shredding and softwood for sawing. 

https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_publicacoes&PUBLICACOESpub_boui=224773630&PUBLICACOESmodo=2
https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_publicacoes&PUBLICACOESpub_boui=224773630&PUBLICACOESmodo=2
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4. EU SUPPORT FOR THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR IN 

THE AZORES  

4.1. Introduction 

 

As an outermost region, the CAP only partly applies to the Azores. The first pillar's support 

actions (direct payments and market regulation measures) are replaced by CAP-specific 

adaptation measures for local production managed by POSEI (Programme of Options 

Specifically Relating to Remoteness and Insularity). On the other hand, the second CAP 

pillar (rural development policy) is applied in full and its programmes follow the same 

patterns as the series of CAP reforms, the last of which was adopted in December 2013. 

 

The specific measures regarding farming, managed by POSEI are set out in Regulation (EU) 

No 228/2013 (DO L 78 of 20.3.2013, p. 23). Portugal's POSEI programme consists of two 

support sub-programmes, one for the Azores (subtitled 'Adaptação da Politica Comum à 

Realidade Açoriana' (Adjusting the Common Policy to the situation in the Azores)), and the 

other for Madeira ('A Politica Agrícola da Região Autónoma da Madeira Reconhecida e 

Apoiada pela União Europeia' (Agricultural policy of the Madeira Autonomous Region 

recognised and supported by the European Union). Both programmes are updated annually 

and the latest consolidated version is from January 2015 

(http://posei.azores.gov.pt/documentacao/default.aspx?id=15). 

 

For its part, the development policy for the period 2014/2020 is set out in the respective 

multi-annual programme of the Azores, entitled PRORURAL+, which develops the legal 

framework of Regulation (EU) No 1305/2013 (DO L 347 of 20.12.2013, p. 487). The 

islands' RDP was approved by the European Commission on 13 February 2015. As a result, 

it has barely begun its implementation stage, for which the regional authorities are fully 

responsible. 

 

The IFAP (‘Instituto de Financiamento da Agricultura e Pescas’) is the paying agency for the 

EU's agricultural expenditure. 

 

4.2. Specific measures for the agriculture of the Azores, managed 

by POSEI 

 

POSEI's agricultural measures for the Azores archipelago fall under two extensive chapters: 

 

- the so-called 'specific supply arrangements' (Chapter III of Regulation (EU) No. 

228/2013); 

- and the 'measures to assist local agricultural products' (Chapter IV of the same 

Regulation). 

 

POSEI's annual financial framework (2015) for the Azores region is EUR 76.78 million, of 

which EUR 70.48 million is allocated to support for local production and EUR 6.3 million to 

the specific supply arrangements  

 

4.2.1.  Financial support for local products 

 

Direct EU payments for agriculture in the Azores are sectoral in nature and are linked to 

production, in order to ensure its continuation alongside related industrial activities. To 

http://posei.azores.gov.pt/documentacao/default.aspx?id=15
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summarise, they constitute an exception to the rule, in that the bulk of the CAP's direct 

support, which is currently applied throughout the EU, consists of payments per Ha and is 

unconnected to production, in accordance with Regulation (EU) No 1307/2013. 

 

There are three strategic priorities for these direct payments in the Azores: stabilising 

extensive livestock farming, especially dairy and beef cattle; promoting traditional crops to 

complement livestock farming, and reducing production costs. The principal measures are 

summarised in TABLE 8 below.  

 

 

TABLE 8. DIRECT SUPPORT MEASURES FOR LOCAL PRODUCTION IN THE AZORES, 

MANAGED BY POSEI (2015) 

1. ANIMAL PRODUCTION CHARACTERISTICS BUDGET (in 

Euros) 

Milk production premium EUR 35 per head 20 785 147 

Cattle slaughter premium Premium according to age, PGI 

or means of production  

13 689 909 

Premium for dairy cattle EUR 145 per head and 

supplements per island 

12 211 000 

Premium for suckler cows 31 099,51 royalties 

EUR 300/cow 

9 329 854 

Support for the sale of young cattle EUR 40 plus supplements 1 079 319 

Support for quality production of 

livestock 

EUR 24.5 per head 539 000 

Premiums for sheep and goats EUR 40 or EUR 35 per head 112 000 

2. PLANT PRODUCTION   

Support for arable crops EUR 500/Ha 4 308 100 

Support for the production of pineapple EUR 6.53/m2 3 443 900 

Support for horticulture EUR 1 300/Ha 1 183 886 

Support for bananas EUR 0.6/kg 700 000 

Support for sugar beet and tea EUR 1 500/Ha 529 914 

Support for tobacco  EUR 5 740/Ha 333 200 

Support for vineyards with DO or PGI EUR 1 400 (DO) or EUR 1 050 290 000 

3. PROCESSING   

Support for storage of cheeses EUR 4.5/tonne/day 500 000 

Support for processing into sugar EUR 49/100 kg 600 000 

3. MARKETING   

Support for exporting fruits and 

vegetables, floriculture, tea and honey 

Between 10-13% of marketed 

production 

180 000 

Market access support for PDO products: 

Cattle logos 

Dairy logos 

Other product logos 

Creation of logos and packaging 

-- 

-- 

-- 

 

 

90 000 

260 000 

180 000 

4. MULTI-SECTORAL ACTIONS   

Studies and technical assistance -- 130 000 

TOTAL BUDGET -- 70 475 229 
Source: PD B based on POSEI - Azores 2015 

(http://posei.azores.gov.pt/ficheiros/52201515914.pdf). 

 

http://posei.azores.gov.pt/ficheiros/52201515914.pdf
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As appropriate, the principal budget lines will be dedicated to products that have already 

been consolidated and that form the backbone of the islands' rural economy: dairy cattle 

and beef cattle. Yet there is significant support for certain traditional plant products, 

especially horticultural products. 

 

4.2.2.  Specific supply arrangements 

 

POSEI's so-called 'supply arrangements' aim to facilitate imports to the Azores of those 

agricultural products listed in Annex I of the Treaty that are considered essential for human 

consumption, for making other products or for their use as production inputs.  

 

They take the form of tariff quotas and affect products of EU origin as well as imports from 

third countries (who will not pay customs duties). Currently only four products are 

involved: cereals, rice, oil and raw beet sugar. 

 

These products must be for local consumption only. In exceptional cases, certain quantities 

of sugar only can be exported from the Azores to the EU (a maximum of 1 000 tonnes in 

2015). 

 

As has already been mentioned, the cost to the European Union is relatively modest, 

around EUR 6.3 million, far from the amount devoted to local production. 

 

4.3. The Azores rural development programme 2014/2020 

(PRORURAL +) 

 

The Azores RDP (PRORURAL+) was one of the first to be approved by the Commission (in 

February 2015). As has occurred with practically all of the EU's RDPs for the period 

2014/2020, because of delays in adopting the basic Regulation and its delegated and 

implementing acts, the effective period of implementation of the Azores programme has 

been reduced to a year. Nevertheless, the starting date for the programme continues in 

principle to be 1 January 2014 and, as a result, commitments made in 2014 are eligible 

although they will be paid as of 2015 (rule n + 3). Alternatively, 2014 appropriations can 

be subsequently reassigned to other yearly payments. 

 

The contribution of EAFRD to PRORURAL+ amounts to nearly EUR 295.3 million (0.3% of 

the total fund for the EU 28). The general rate of co-financing is 85%, in accordance with 

Article 59.2.a) of the Regulation (EU) No 1305/2013. If the national contribution (EUR 45.2 

million) is added, the total public budget of the Azores RDP amounts to nearly EUR 340.5 

million (TABLE 9). 

 

Priority 1 ('Measures for the transfer of knowledge and innovation') does not have an 

assigned budget and, on the grounds that it is cross-cutting in nature, its methods have 

been incorporated into the other chapters in the programme. 

 

42.5% of the budget is allocated to Priority 2 of Regulation (EU) No 1305/2013 (Article 5.2 

- Enhancing the viability and competitiveness of farms and agro-industry). This chapter 

includes the best-funded measure of the whole programme, support for physical 

investment, with EUR 126.3 million, which affects 1 000 holdings (6.9% of the islands' 

total) (TABLE 9 - PRIORITY 2).  

 

Priority 4 of Regulation (EU) 1305/2013 (Article 5.4 - Preserving agricultural and forestry 

ecosystems) has been allocated 41.5% of the PRORURAL+ credits. Taking into account the 
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fact that the whole Azores territory has been designated as a less favoured area, direct 

support for natural handicaps is relevant and benefits from EUR 70 million (20.6% of the 

total budgeted). It is followed by agro-environmental actions, with almost EUR 63 million. 

In the new 2015/2020 rural programme it is hoped that a significant part of the Azores UAA 

will be subject to agro-environmental contracts (57.5% for soil management, 23% for 

biodiversity protection and 22.5% for water management) (TABLE 9 - PRIORITY 4). 

 

Actions targeted at Priorities 2 and 4 amount to 84% of the programme in financial terms. 

The rest of the measures are far from the levels of spending allocated to improving 

competitiveness and preserving ecosystems. It is nevertheless necessary to emphasise the 

specific contribution of LEADER (with 6.6% of the budget) who, with its local action groups, 

covers the whole of the rural population of the archipelago (TABLE 9 - PRIORITY 6). 

 

 

TABLE 9. PRORURAL+: PUBLIC SUPPORT PER MEASURE AND KEY PERFORMANCE 

INDICATORS 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT POLICY 

PRIORITY AND MEASURES 

MAIN INDICATORS ALLOCATED 

BUDGET 

% 

PRIORITY 2 

Enhancing farm competitiveness 

 

- Farm modernisation 

 

- Young farmers 

 

 

 

 

Investments: 6.9% holdings 

Training: 1 700 farmers 

187 new farmers (1.38%)  

144 713 865 € 

 

 

 

135 860 924 € 

 

8 552 941 € 

42.5% 

 

 

 

40.0% 

 

2.5% 

PRIORITY 4 

Preserving agricultural and forestry 

ecosystems 

 

 

- Less-favoured areas 

- Agro-environmental measures 

- Forests 

- Ecological agriculture 

- Nature 2000 and Water Directive 

Contracts in 23% of the UAA for 

the protection of biodiversity, in 

22.5% for water management and 

in 57.5% for soil management 

141 210 653 € 

 

 

 

 

70 117 647 € 

62 937 064 € 

7 587 119 € 

529 412 € 

39 412 € 

41.5% 

 

 

 

 

20.6% 

18.5% 

2.3% 

0.1% 

0.0% 

PRIORITY 6 

Local development 

 

- LEADER and Working Parties 

100% of the rural population 

 

 

Creation of 80 jobs 

22 446 635 6.6% 

PRIORITY 5 

Energy and climate change 

 

- Carbon sequestration (forests) 

- Energy efficiency 

- Renewable energy 

 

 

 

0.15% IAA under contract (300 

Ha) 

Investment: EUR 2 025 000 

Investment: EUR 112 500 

12 413 529 € 

 

 

10 588 235 € 

1 500 000 € 

325 294 € 

3.6% 

 

 

3.1% 

0.4% 

0.1% 

PRIORITY 3 

Chain improvement 

 

- Risk management 

- Producers' organisation 

Improvement of quality 

 

 

 

1.11% of holdings 

0.81% of holdings 

110 holdings 

6 117 647 € 

 

 

3 058 823 € 

2 117 647 € 

941 176 € 

1.8% 

 

 

1.0% 

0.6% 

0,2% 

TECHNICAL AND OTHER ASSISTANCE --- 13 584 537 € 4.0% 

TOTAL BUDGET --- EUR 112 500 100% 
Source: PD B based on PRORURAL+ data (http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rural-development-2014-

2020/country-files/pt/factsheet-azores_en.pdf).

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rural-development-2014-2020/country-files/pt/factsheet-azores_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rural-development-2014-2020/country-files/pt/factsheet-azores_en.pdf
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ANNEXES 
 

TABLE 10. KEY AGRICULTURAL INDICATORS OF PORTUGAL 
 

 INDICATOR PORTUGAL EU 28 

I. TERRITORY (1) Predominantly rural (PR) regions 81.1% 52.0% 

Intermediate regions 11.6% 38.2% 

Urban regions 7.3% 9.8% 

Total km2 in PR regions 74 821 2 320 616 

II. DEMOGRAPHY (1) % population in predominantly rural 

(PR) regions (2013) 

33.9% 22.6% 

% in intermediate regions (2013) 17.1% 34.9% 

% in urban regions (2013) 49.1% 42.5% 

Population in PR regions (000 h.) 3 552 3.1% 

III. EMPLOYMENT - Employment in agriculture (000) 

(2013) 

- % of total employment 

418.1 

9.3% 

9 857.7 

4.5% 

- Employment in the forestry sector 

(000) 

- % of total employment 

13.8 

0.3% 

539.8 

0.2% 

- Employment in agro-industry (000) 

- % of total employment 

107.6 

2.4% 

4 859.8 

2.2% 

IV. FARM INCOME EUR/Work Unit (AWU) (2013) 7 055 13 293 

V. FARM HOLDINGS Total farm holdings (2010) 305 280 12 248 000 

Ha average of UAA (Ha) (2010) 12.0 14.4 

With UAA < Ha (2010) 50.4% 49.1% 

Economic size > EUR 2 000  39.1% 44.6% 

% of farmers < 35 years (2010) 2.6% 7.5% 

% farmers > 64 years (2010) 46.5% 29.7% 

VI. % OF THE SECTOR 

% AGRICULTURE IN 

GDP 

Agricultural % of total GDP (2010) 2.4% 1.7% 

VII. CAP EXPENDITURE CAP appropriations (M €) (2013 

Exercise), of which: 

- % Direct payments (EAGF) 

- % Market measures (EAGF) 

- % Rural development (EAGF) 

1 425.8 

 

45.5% 

8.5% 

46.0% 

57 913.3 

(EU 27) 

71.9% 

5.7% 

22.4% 

% beneficiaries who receive< 

EUR 5 000 in direct payments (2013) 

87.04% 79.08% 

% beneficiaries who receive > 

EUR 50 000 in direct payments (2013) 

1.18% 1.74% 

Note: (1) Rural regions according to the OECD's classification. 
Sources: PD B based on 

.  European Commission, ‘Member Data Factsheets – Portugal’ (January 2015) 
(http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/statistics/factsheets/pdf/pt_en.pdf); 

.  European Commission, ‘CAP context indicators – 2014 update’ (http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/cap-
indicators/context/2014/indicator-table_en.pdf); 

.  European Commission, ‘7th Financial Report on the European Agricultural Guarantee Fund — EAGF 2013’, 
Annexes 13, 16 and 24 (http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/cap-funding/financial-reports/eagf/index_en.htm); 

.  European Commission, ‘7th Financial Report on the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development — 
EAFRD 2013’, Working Document — Tables 9 and 10 (http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/cap-funding/financial-
reports/eafrd/index_en.htm). 

.  Pordata (http://www.pordata.pt/Portugal/Quadro+Resumo/Portugal-5812). 

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/statistics/factsheets/pdf/pt_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/cap-indicators/context/2014/indicator-table_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/cap-indicators/context/2014/indicator-table_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/cap-funding/financial-reports/eagf/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/cap-funding/financial-reports/eafrd/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/cap-funding/financial-reports/eafrd/index_en.htm
http://www.pordata.pt/Portugal/Quadro+Resumo/Portugal-5812
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Maps of the islands that the 

COMAGRI Delegation will visit 

 

MAP 2: São Miguel (Eastern Group) 

  

  
 

Map 3: Terceira (Central Group) 
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Map 4: Pico (Central Group) 

 

 
 

 

 

Map 5: Faial (Central Group) 
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indicators/context/2014/indicator-table_en.pdf. 

•  ‘7th Financial Report on the European Agricultural Guarantee Fund — EAGF 2013’:  

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/cap-funding/financial-reports/eagf/index_en.htm. 

•  ‘7th Financial Report on the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development — 

EAFRD 2013’, Working Document: http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/cap-

funding/financial-reports/eafrd/index_en.htm 

•  RDP country documents, http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rural-development-2014-

2020/country-files/pt_en.htm 

•  National Partnership Agreement RDP, Summary, 

http://ec.europa.eu/contracts_grants/pa/partnership-agreement-portugal-

summary_en.pdf 

•  ENRD – ‘Portugal’, http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/pt/country/portugal 

•  Info Regio –‘Portugal’, http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/atlas/portugal 

 

Portuguese government 
 

•  Statistics Portugal (INE), ‘Regional Accounts – Tables by Industry – Base 2011’, 

https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_cnacionais2010&contexto=cr&s

elTab=tab3&perfil=220674544&INST=220617235 

•  Statistics Portugal (INE) (2014), ‘New series of the Regional Accounts for the period 

2000-2013’, December 2014,  

 https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_destaques&DESTAQUESdest_b

oui=211519832&DESTAQUESmodo=2 

•  Statistics Portugal (INE) (2015), ‘Agricultural Statistics 2014’  

 https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_publicacoes&PUBLICACOESpub

_boui=224773630&PUBLICACOESmodo=2. 

•  Partnership agreement RDP, https://www.portugal2020.pt/Portal2020  

•  POSEI - Azores, 2015, http://posei.azores.gov.pt/documentacao/default.aspx?id=15 & 
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http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/statistics/factsheets/pdf/pt_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/cap-indicators/context/2014/indicator-table_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/cap-indicators/context/2014/indicator-table_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/cap-funding/financial-reports/eagf/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/cap-funding/financial-reports/eafrd/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/cap-funding/financial-reports/eafrd/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rural-development-2014-2020/country-files/pt_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rural-development-2014-2020/country-files/pt_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/contracts_grants/pa/partnership-agreement-portugal-summary_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/contracts_grants/pa/partnership-agreement-portugal-summary_en.pdf
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/pt/country/portugal
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/atlas/portugal
https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_cnacionais2010&contexto=cr&selTab=tab3&perfil=220674544&INST=220617235
https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_cnacionais2010&contexto=cr&selTab=tab3&perfil=220674544&INST=220617235
https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_destaques&DESTAQUESdest_boui=211519832&DESTAQUESmodo=2
https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_destaques&DESTAQUESdest_boui=211519832&DESTAQUESmodo=2
https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_publicacoes&PUBLICACOESpub_boui=224773630&PUBLICACOESmodo=2
https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_publicacoes&PUBLICACOESpub_boui=224773630&PUBLICACOESmodo=2
https://www.portugal2020.pt/Portal2020
http://posei.azores.gov.pt/documentacao/default.aspx?id=15
http://posei.azores.gov.pt/ficheiros/52201515914.pdf
http://www.azores.gov.pt/Portal/pt/entidades/sraa/?lang=pt
http://prorural.azores.gov.pt/pac2013.aspx
http://prorural.azores.gov.pt/
http://estatistica.azores.gov.pt/
http://estatistica.azores.gov.pt/conteudos/Relatorios/lista_relatorios.aspx?idc=29&idsc=1112&lang_id=1
http://estatistica.azores.gov.pt/conteudos/Relatorios/lista_relatorios.aspx?idc=29&idsc=1112&lang_id=1
http://estatistica.azores.gov.pt/Conteudos/Relatorios/detalhe_relatorio.aspx?idc=308&lang_id=1
http://estatistica.azores.gov.pt/Conteudos/Relatorios/detalhe_relatorio.aspx?idc=308&lang_id=1
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•  Government of the Azores – POSEI, http://posei.azores.gov.pt/ 

 

Other sources 

 

•  Pordata – Database on contemporary Portugal, 

http://www.pordata.pt/Portugal/Quadro+Resumo/Portugal-5812, 

http://www.pordata.pt/Tema/Portugal/Actividades+Econ%C3%B3micas-45, & 

http://www.pordata.pt/Subtema/Portugal/Popula%c3%a7%c3%a3o+Empregada-8 
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