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Map A.6: Development of population density in the EU28, 2007-2014, at NUTS3 level

Source: ÖIR based on Eurostat
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Population density decreased in urban regions in the period 2007-2014 by -2.8%, while it
was stable in intermediate regions and increased by 2% in rural regions. In regions of EU15
population density increased by 1.6%, the increase was stronger in EU10 (4%) and Romania
and Bulgaria saw a decrease in population density by -4% in the period 2007-2014.

Map A.6 shows the development of population density at NUTS3 level, confirming the above
mentioned decreases in Romania and Bulgaria, but also giving insight into inner-State
regional differences, e.g. Eastern Germany, continental Croatia and Inland Portugal showing
major decreases in population density as opposed to other regions of those Member States.

Age structure

Looking at population development by broad age groups 0-15, 15-64 and 65+, the effects of
demographic change get visible. In the period 2007-2014, the population less than 15 years
old decreased by -0.2% in EU28. Population from 15 to 64 years also decreased by -0.5%,
while the population aged 65+ increased by 11.3%.

By Member State groups geographical variations are apparent in the period 2007-2014. The
development of young population (less than 15 years) is slightly positive in EU15 (+0.9%)
and negative in EU10 (-3.8%) and even more in Romania and Bulgaria (-5.3%). The
development of people in working age (15-64 years) is again slightly positive in EU15
(+0.5%), negative in EU10 (-2%) and even more in Romania and Bulgaria (-9.3%). The
development of the elderly population (65+ years) is positive in all Member State groups,
amounting 11.9% in EU15 and 11.5% in EU10, and a delayed increase in Romania and
Bulgaria by only 3.9% in the same period.

The share of the three broad age groups on total population is almost the same in EU10,
EU15 and RO, BG, amounting 15% for the age group 0-15, 65-69% for the age group 15-64
and 17-19% for the age group 65+. Therefore, the evolution of population by age groups
over time follows the overall evolution of population in the Member States.

Figure A.10 to Figure A.12 show the shares of the three broad age groups on total population
by regional typology in the period 2007-2014. The share of young population is highest in
urban regions. Also, it is slightly increasing in urban regions, while there are decreases in
intermediate and rural regions. The share of population aged 15-64 is also highest in urban
regions. It is however decreasing in all types of regions at almost the same rate, with higher
temporal fluctuations in intermediate and rural regions. The share of elderly population on
the other hand is highest in rural regions and shows increases in all types of regions at
similar rates.
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Figure A.10: Share of population aged less than 15 years on total population in EU28 by
regional typology (NUTS3), 2007-2014

Figure A.11: Share of population from 15 to 64 years on total population in EU28 by
regional typology (NUTS3), 2007-2014

Figure A.12: Share of population 65 years or over on total population in EU28 by regional
typology (NUTS3), 2007-2014

Source (A.10-A.12): ÖIR based on Eurostat






