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Abstract 

This report summarises the presentations and the discussions which took place 
at the workshop ‘First results of the LIFE Programme 2014-2020’, held on 10th 
October 2017 in the European Parliament in Brussels.  

The workshop aimed to inform the Members of the ENVI Committee and all 
participants on the implementation of LIFE programme 2014-2020 and the first 
results of its integrated projects. The workshop addressed the question on how 
the new edition of LIFE is contributing to the achievement of environmental 
protection and climate change targets in the most effective way.  

The workshop and this report have been organised by the Policy Department A at 
the request of the Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 
(ENVI) of the European Parliament. The workshop was part of the activities of the 
specific LIFE Working Group of the ENVI Committee. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

On Tuesday 10 October 2017, the Policy Department A organised at the request of the 
Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI) a workshop on the 
“First results of the LIFE programme 2014-2020”. The workshop was part of the activities of 
the specific LIFE Working Group of the ENVI Committee and was chaired by the LIFE Working 
Group co-chairs Mr Nicola CAPUTO and Ms Dubravka ŠUICA. Workshop experts and attendees 
discussed extensively the implementation of the new LIFE Programme 2014-2020.  

The LIFE programme is the EU’s only funding instrument entirely devoted to the environment 
and climate action. The general objective of LIFE is to contribute to the implementation, 
updating and development of EU environmental and climate policy and legislation by co-
financing projects with European added-value. The ‘Environment’ strand of the new LIFE 
programme covers three priority areas: environment and resource efficiency, nature and 
biodiversity, and environmental governance. The ‘Climate Action’ strand covers climate 
change mitigation, climate change adaptation and climate governance. 

The first session of the workshop involved experts who manage and supervise the LIFE 
programme. They presented lessons learnt and the future perspectives of the programme. 
The second part focused on one of the most significant novelties of the LIFE programme 
2014-2020, namely the Integrated Projects. Integrated Projects are aimed at better 
achieving the goals set in the EU environmental and climate legislations. They are therefore 
not simply a new tool within the LIFE programme, but they also represent a new way to 
ensure a good implementation of the EU environmental legislation. 

The four Integrated Projects presented in the workshop (ZENAPA, MALOPOSKA, C2CCC and 
GESTIRE2020) illustrated the success on the ground of the Integrated Projects and the link 
with other funds. These Projects are able to implement environmental and climate legislation 
on a wide geographical scale and contribute to more than one priority areas. For example, 
climate mitigation projects often contribute to climate change adaptation, nature and 
biodiversity, air quality and resource efficiency. 

The workshop presentations and discussions demonstrated that the LIFE programme is 
effective and efficient in tackling the key priorities and in responding to key challenges such 
as the EU biodiversity strategy, the 2030 climate and energy framework, the implementation 
of the Paris Agreement and the circular economy strategy. The examples of Integrated 
Projects showed that LIFE has successfully linked a variety of EU funding in various Member 
States. This demonstrated at the same time the catalytic effect of the programme.  

The participants also stressed the need for better qualitative criteria for the selection of 
Integrated Projects. The successful Integrated Projects cannot be properly assessed and 
selected only on a territorial basis, as geographical criteria should not have more importance 
than qualitative criteria. A Member state should not be deprived of the LIFE resources for 
good quality projects just because lesser quality projects need to be financed in other 
geographical areas. Moreover, it was stressed that better synergies need to be developed 
between projects supported in the same topic by various programmes in order to avoid 
overlapping. 

Finally, the European Commission (EC) reported that the mid-term evaluation of the LIFE 
Programme 2014-2020 has now been finalised and is in written procedure for its adoption. 
Once adopted, it will be transmitted to the European Parliament in the forthcoming weeks. 
The EC will complete by December 2023 an ex-post evaluation report covering the 
implementation and results of the LIFE Programme. 
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WORKSHOP PROCEEDINGS 

Opening remarks 

Dubravka ŠUICA, MEP, co-Chair of the LIFE Working Group 

In her opening statement, Ms ŠUICA welcomed and introduced the speakers and stressed 
the contribution of the workshop to the ongoing work of the LIFE Working Group of the ENVI 
Committee.  

The MEP outlined the importance of the LIFE Programme as a key instrument to implement 
environmental legislation in Europe. Moreover, she requested answers to the following two 
issues: 

• According to the LIFE regulation 1293/2013 in article 27 paragraph 2a: “No later than in 
June 2017, the European Commission will carry out an external and independent mid-term 
evaluation report covering the implementation and results of the LIFE Programme.” This has 
not yet happened; the latest evaluation is from 2012. What do you think about this delay 
with regard to the fact that feedback on the implementation and use of the funds is always 
important to see how it works? 

• We currently work on the regulation on the European Solidarity Corps, which foresees a 
budget of €341.5 million for the years 2018-2020, of which 4.5 million are supposed to come 
from the LIFE budget. Do you think the money should be taken form LIFE or should it stay 
untouched? Should there be an obligatory inter linkage between the LIFE purposes and the 
spending (if yes how much)? 

 

Presentation:  First results and future opportunities of the LIFE programme  
  2014-2020 

Jean-Claude MERCIOL, European Commission, DG ENV 

Mr Merciol’s presentation gave an overview of the LIFE programme which was launched in 
1992 and is exclusively dedicated to the environment, nature protection and climate action. 
Over the last 25 years, LIFE has supported round 4.500 projects and built up a solid brand 
that represents quality and value for money. Adopted at the same time than the Birds and 
Habitats directives, LIFE contributed greatly to the establishment of the Natura 2000 
network.  

The fitness check of the Birds and Habitats directives has highlighted the strategic role of 
LIFE, and the Action Plan for nature, people and the economy foresee to increase by 10% 
the LIFE budget dedicated to projects for conservation of nature and biodiversity, within the 
same overall budgetary envelope. LIFE supports also activities to demonstrate industrial 
symbiosis, knowledge transfer, and the development of new models for the shift towards a 
circular and green economy.  

LIFE Integrated Projects, a novelty successfully introduced in 2014, catalyse the 
implementation of environmental or climate plans or strategies on a large scale. With EUR 
150 million in 2014-2015, they should facilitate the coordinated use of about EUR 3.6 billion. 
The LIFE programme has introduced two pilot financial instruments as well: the Private 
Finance for Energy Efficiency, and the Natural Capital Financing facility.  

The Mid-term evaluation of LIFE is being finalised. LIFE can be considered as: effective (being 
an actor of most important recent policy development); coherent (encouraging projects to 
use results of related research and innovation); relevant (responding to the needs of a wide 
range of beneficiaries); delivering EU added value (having a catalytic and leverage effect by 
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eliminating initial barriers to the implementation of EU environmental and climate policy). 
The EC will complete by December 2023 an ex-post evaluation report covering the 
implementation and results of the LIFE Programme. 

The next Multi Annual Work Programme 2018-2020, to be adopted soon, considers 
improvements and simplifications such as: reduction of project topics, highlighting 
advantages of close-to-market approaches, reorientation of governance and information 
project topics.  

 

Presentation:  Who are the beneficiaries of the LIFE Programme? 
Angel SALSI, European Commission, EASME 
 
Mr Salsi’s presentation provided statistics about the beneficiaries of the LIFE programme. 
Moreover, he provided information about the incorporation of environmental components of 
the ended CIP-ECO Innovation programme to the LIFE Programme. More specifically, he 
provided statistics about the number of participants from public, private commercial and 
private non-commercial participants and their requested financial contribution during the 
period 2012-2016. He also showed statistics about the involvement of SMEs in the financed 
projects during 2016 in the six strands of the LIFE Programme, i.e. climate change 
adaptation, climate change mitigation, environment and resource efficiency, governance and 
information for climate, governance and information for environment, and finally nature and 
biodiversity. Finally, he stressed the increasing involvement of private commercial SMEs in 
the LIFE Programme. 
 

Presentation:  The perspectives of LIFE programme 2014-2020 from a  
   national contact point of view 

Isabel LICO, Portuguese Environmental Agency 

Ms Lico gave an historical development of the LIFE Programme during 1992-2017 based on 
her personal involvement as a Portuguese national contact point. She informed the workshop 
not only on the LIFE Integrated Projects but also on the LIFE Capacity Building ones. She 
concluded that, among others:  

• LIFE is a much-centralised funding scheme (decisions taken in Brussels) with high 
bureaucracy 

• National unstable institutional framework in combination with lack of competences at local 
level 

• Difficulties to use LIFE as a catalyst (other funding sources) 

• Member States need more support from EC (e.g. for training) and need more information 
concerning the follow up of national projects 

• Clarification of certain issues (innovation, complementarity and transferability) 

• Increase the number of events at national level in order to better inform applicants 

• National allocations do not give a balance and can be perverse   
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Presentation:  The financial instruments in the new LIFE programme 

James RANAIVOSON, European Investment Bank 

Mr Ranaivoson presented two financial instruments in the new LIFE programme. The Private 
Finance for Energy Efficiency (PF4EE), which comprises three components: 

• A loan to the financial intermediary to be used for financing of energy efficiency investments 
(“EE Loan”); 

• A risk mitigation mechanism, which covers losses incurred in the portfolio of EE loans 
granted by the financial intermediary (“Risk Sharing Facility”); 

• Consultancy services aiming at supporting the financial intermediary to create the 
abovementioned EE loans portfolio (“Expert Support Facility”). 

Moreover, he presented the Natural Capital Financing Facility (NCFF) which is a joint EC and 
EIB initiative to stimulate financing for conservation, restoration, management and 
enhancement of natural capital. The Facility will focus on market-based instruments in four 
categories of projects or combinations of:  

• Green infrastructure; 

• Biodiversity offsetting initiatives; 

• Projects using payment for ecosystem services mechanisms; 

• Pro-biodiversity businesses/corporates. 

 

Initiation of the session discussion: Synergies and overlapping arising from a 
cross-programme analysis  

Germana DI FALCO, Expert in URBACT  

Ms Di Falco initiated the session discussion with a presentation based on a cross-programme 
analysis. She identified and presented projects from the list of LIFE approved projects that 
was published on 28th of September 2017 and looked for twin projects granted by other 
programmes. For each of the selected LIFE projects, she found one to three twin projects in 
Horizon 2020, the European Regional Development Fund, Erasmus+, the Connecting Europe 
Facility, the European Investment Bank, etc. Her starting point for reflection was how to turn 
overlapping into synergies. 

 

Presentation:  First results of the LIFE-IP ZENAPA  

Peter HECK, Institute for Applied Material Flow Management - IfaS 

Prof Heck presented activities and first results of the LIFE-IP ZENAPA (Zero Emission Nature 
Protection Areas) project. The project aims to work on the nexus between climate change 
mitigation and biodiversity protection and to establish viable economic solutions in nature 
protection areas and surrounding regions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in line with 
national and pan-European climate protection targets (CAP 2020 and CPP 2050). 

ZENAPA is implemented in 11 Protected areas, 1 Model municipality (VG Rhaunen) and 29 
Districts, which include many towns in Germany and Luxembourg. Among the IP actions and 
campaigns are: 

• Activation of 90 municipalities to create a concept for biodiversity and climate protection 
on districts level 
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• Planned campaigns in protected areas: 15.000 heating pumps, LED street lightning 
(100.000 light points), 1.200 heating systems based on renewable energies, 12.000 
Photovoltaic plant in households, 1.200 vehicles for electromobility, etc 

• Individual campaigns: Sustainable and regional construction and biodiversity, Biomass from 
private forests, Biomass from traditional coppicing, etc. 

 

Presentation:  First results of the LIFE-IP MALOPOLSKA  

Tomasz PIETRUSIAK, Malopolska region 

Mr Pietrusiak presented activities and first results of the LIFE-IP MALOPOLSKA. The aim of 
this project is the implementation of an air quality plan in the Małopolska region of Poland, 
and regional and local air quality policies the province of Silesia, and adjacent regions in 
Slovakia and the Czech Republic. Specific project objectives include the elimination of the 
barriers created by very low institutional capacities and insufficient implementation of air 
quality actions at the municipal level by establishing a network of eco-managers; increasing 
recognition of the significance of air quality management by local decision makers in 
Małopolska and in other regions; etc. 

Among the first results of the IP are: 

• A solid fuel ban in Kraków - adopted on 15 January 2016, effective from 1 September 2019. 

• Anti-Smog resolutions for Małopolska and Silesia - a historic step in the regulation of low 
emissions in Poland 

• Ecodesign standards for all boilers, stoves and fireplaces for the whole region - adopted on 
23 January 2017, effective from 1 June 2017 (new devices) and from 2023 (existing). 

• A list of low-emission heating appliances for solid fuels that sets nationwide standards for 
the best boilers and fireplaces. 

• 60 Ecomanagers in municipalities initiating actions and events on local level. 

 

Presentation:  First results of the LIFE-IP C2CCC  

Rolf JOHNSEN, Central Denmark Region 

Mr Johnsen presented activities and first results of the LIFE-IP C2CCC. The overall objective 
of C2C CC project is to create climate-resilient cities in a climate-resilient region by drawing 
up with local stakeholders a common, long-term strategy. This strategy will lead to the 
targeted implementation of local climate change adaptation (CCA) plans, coordinated CCA 
analyses and activities, and the identification and improvement of the resources and adaptive 
capacities of citizens, municipalities, utilities and companies in the water sector. The CCA 
plans address cities as well as the countryside and coastlines, and include solutions in the 
hinterlands to prevent flooding in the cities. 

Among the IP actions which are currently implemented are: 

• Technical and stewardship guidance and support across and from outside the consortium 
to implement local and catchment based CCA solutions 

• Capacity development for the use of climate adaptation targeted decision makers 

• Science-based climate change adaptation knowledge (Methods, data and innovation). 
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Presentation:  First results of the LIFE-IP GESTIRE2020 

Elisabetta Maria ROSSI, Lombardy region 

Ms Rossi presented activities and first results of the LIFE-IP GESTIRE2020. The objective of 
the project is the creation of an integrated management structure for achieving conservation 
objectives, set out in the Habitats and Birds directives, for the Natura 2000 regional network 
in Lombardy. This will be achieved by developing policies and management actions for the 
Natura 2000 regional network that include the active management of habitats and species, 
the guarantee of coherence between the regional Natura 2000 network and external 
territories, the monitoring of the results of the actions undertaken, the guarantee of 
supervision of activities interfering with Natura 2000 sites, and the training of professionals 
in appropriate management for the regional network. 

Among the IP actions which are currently implemented are: 

• Management plans for plant species, bats, amphibians and reptiles, and regional strategies 
for large carnivores and invasive alien species; sharing the knowledge with stakeholders 

• Implementing specific conservation actions from the first phase (e.g. management of 
crayfish)  

• Identification of priorities for the implementation of ecological connections 

• An innovative program for monitoring of species and habitats (art. 17 Habitats Directives) 
has started through different levels: 

• Involvement of volunteers and specific interest groups (8 protocols have been signed with 
fauna and flora conservation societies). 

 

Concluding remarks 

Nicola CAPUTO, MEP, co-Chair of the LIFE Working Group 

Closing the workshop, Mr Caputo thanked the speakers and the participants for their 
contribution in order to achieve the workshop objectives. He mentioned that the workshop 
presentations and discussions demonstrated that the Integrated Projects are able to 
implement environmental legislation and goals on a wider scale and to increase the impact 
of the LIFE programme. The examples of Integrated Projects showed that LIFE has 
successfully linked a variety of EU funding in various Member States. This demonstrated at 
the same time the catalytic effect of the programme. 

The participants also stressed the need for better qualitative criteria for the selection of 
Integrated Projects. The successful Integrated Projects cannot be properly assessed and 
selected only on a territorial basis, as geographical criteria should not have more importance 
than qualitative criteria. A Member state should not be deprived of the LIFE resources for 
good quality projects just because lesser quality projects need to be financed in other 
geographical areas. Moreover, it was stressed that better synergies need to be developed 
between projects supported in the same topic by various programmes to avoid overlapping. 
Although the objectives of a research project differ from a LIFE or a regional development 
project, monitoring mechanisms should be developed to maximise the synergies and 
therefore the benefits of these projects. 

Overall, the workshop concluded that the LIFE programme is effective and efficient in tackling 
the key priorities and in responding to key challenges such as the EU biodiversity strategy, 
the 2030 climate and energy framework, the implementation of the Paris Agreement and the 
circular economy strategy.   
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FIRST RESULTS OF  
THE LIFE PROGRAMME 2014-2020 

 
WORKSHOP  

Tuesday 10 October 2017 from 10.00 to 12.30 
European Parliament (Brussels), Room: Altiero Spinelli 3G2 

 
Chair: Mr Nicola CAPUTO, MEP, and Ms Dubravka ŠUICA, MEP,  

Co-Chairs of the LIFE Working Group, ENVI Committee 
 

The workshop aims to inform the Members of the ENVI Committee and all participants on the 
implementation of LIFE programme 2014-2020 and the first results of its integrated projects. 
The workshop will answer the question on how the new edition of LIFE is contributing to the 
achievement of environmental protection and climate change targets in the most effective 
way. Future funding opportunities and environmental topics to be covered by the LIFE 
Programme up to 2020 will be also presented. 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

Part 1 - LIFE programme: management and monitoring   
 

10:00-10:10 Opening and welcome by Ms Dubravka ŠUICA the Co-Chair of the 
LIFE Working Group 

 
10:10-10:20 First results and future opportunities of the LIFE programme 

2014-2020 
Mr Jean-Claude MERCIOL, Head of Unit of LIFE Programme, European 
Commission, DG ENV 

 
10:20-10:30  Who are the beneficiaries of the LIFE Programme? 

Mr Angelo SALSI, Head of Unit of LIFE and CIP Eco-innovation, 
European Commission, EASME 
 

10:30-10:40  The perspectives of LIFE programme 2014-2020 from a 
 national contact point of view 

Ms Isabel LICO, Portuguese contact point, Portuguese Environmental 
Agency 
 

10:40-10:50 The financial instruments in the new LIFE programme  
Mr James RANAIVOSON, Managerial Advisor Climate Change and 
Environment Division, EIB 
 

10:50 -11:20 Questions & Answers Session 
Initiator of the session discussion: Synergies and overlapping 
arising from a cross-programme analysis by Ms Germana DI 
FALCO, Expert in URBACT     
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Part 2 - LIFE programme: the point of view of the actors 
 

11:20-11:30 First results of the LIFE-IP ZENAPA 
Prof Peter HECK, Managing Director of the LIFE-IP ZENAPA – Zero 
Emission Nature Protection Areas (Institute for Applied Material Flow 
Management - IfaS): The project aims to work on the nexus between 
climate change mitigation and biodiversity protection and to establish 
viable economic solutions in nature protection areas and surrounding 
regions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in line with national and 
pan-European climate protection targets (CAP 2020 and CPP 2050). 
 

11.30-11.40  First results of the LIFE-IP MALOPOLSKA 
Mr Tomasz PIETRUSIAK, Director of the LIFE-IP MALOPOLSKA 
(Malopolska region): The aim of this project is the implementation of 
an air quality plan in the Małopolska region of Poland, and regional and 
local air quality policies the province of Silesia, and adjacent regions in 
Slovakia and the Czech Republic. Specific project objectives include the 
elimination of the barriers created by very low institutional capacities 
and insufficient implementation of air quality actions at the municipal 
level by establishing a network of eco-managers; increasing recognition 
of the significance of air quality management by local decision makers 
in Małopolska and in other regions; etc. 
 

11.40-11.50  First results of the LIFE-IP C2CCC 
 Mr Rolf JOHNSEN, Coordinator of the LIFE-IP C2CCC - Coast to Coast 

Climate Challenge (Central Denmark Region): The overall objective of 
C2C CC project is to create climate-resilient cities in a climate-resilient 
region by drawing up with local stakeholders a common, long-term 
strategy. This strategy will lead to the targeted implementation of local 
climate change adaptation (CCA) plans, coordinated CCA analyses and 
activities, and the identification and improvement of the resources and 
adaptive capacities of citizens, municipalities, utilities and companies in 
the water sector. The CCA plans address cities as well as the 
countryside and coastlines, and include solutions in the hinterlands to 
prevent flooding in the cities. 

 
11.50-12.00 First results of the LIFE-IP GESTIRE2020 
 Mrs Elisabetta Maria ROSSI, Technical Coordinator of the LIFE-IP 

GESTIRE2020 (Lombardy region): The objective of the project is the 
creation of an integrated management structure for achieving 
conservation objectives, set out in the Habitats and Birds directives, for 
the Natura 2000 regional network in Lombardy. This will be achieved 
by developing policies and management actions for the Natura 2000 
regional network that include the active management of habitats and 
species, the guarantee of coherence between the regional Natura 2000 
network and external territories, the monitoring of the results of the 
actions undertaken, the guarantee of supervision of activities 
interfering with Natura 2000 sites, and the training of professionals in 
appropriate management for the regional network. 

 
12:00-12:20  Questions & Answers Session 
 
12:20-12:30 Closing remarks by Mr Nicola CAPUTO Co-Chair of the LIFE Working 

Group 
   

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=6138
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=6138
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=5440
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=5436
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=5436
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SHORT BIOGRAPHIES OF EXPERTS 

 
 

Jean-Claude MERCIOL 

He started his career as civil engineer in 1982 in the French Ministry 
of Transport where he specialised in inter-modality, urban peripheral 
areas, and high speed train. 

He joined the Commission in 1989 in Directorate General for Energy 
where he first focussed on energy efficiency, in relation with transport 
and environment. He then participated to cooperation with Caucasian 
republics and Mediterranean countries. 

In 2000 in the new created Directorate General for Energy and 
Transport he was involved in the relations with Regional policy and 
dealt with outermost regions. He then took the responsibility of 
financial and audit units in charge of Trans-European networks for transport and energy, and 
research. On 01.01.2017 he joined the LIFE unit in Directorate General for Environment. 

 

 

 

 

Angelo SALSI 
I was born in Bolzano in the very north of Italy. In 1992 I 
succeeded in winning a competition at the European Commission. 
Two years after I joined the Nature Conservation department of 
the Directorate General for Environment for almost 10 years.  

In 2000 I was appointed deputy head The LIFE unit. This unit was 
responsible for the management of the whole Life financial 
program, financing projects covering all possible environmental 
aspects. In 2005 it was time to move to a management 
responsibility as head of a new finance unit. It was a wonderful experience helping me 
shaping my skills in the challenging world of management. After several years dealing with 
contracts and invoices I returned to nature conservation and biodiversity as responsible for 
the LIFE Nature unit.  

Currently working as manager of the LIFE and Eco-Innovation unit in the executive agency 
EASME. Once more on the front line helping member states and all concerned parties 
protecting Europe's natural heritage and our environment as well as supporting the EU efforts 
in the battle against climate change.  
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Isabel LICO 

Senior Advisor at Portuguese Environment Agency (APA, IP)  

• Master on “Spatial and Environmental Planning” – Faculdade 
de Ciências e Tecnologia – Universidade  Nova de Lisboa; 

• High Studies on "Spatial and Environmental Planning " – 
Faculdade de Ciências e Tecnologia – Universidade Nova de 
Lisboa; 

• University degree on Sociology – Urban Sociology – Instituto 
Superior de Ciências do Trabalho e da Empresa (ISCTE). 

• Portuguese National Contact Point for the LIFE Programme; 

• European Business Awards for the Environment (EBAE) – 
National  Coordinator and Portuguese representative in the Steering Committee; 

• Jury Member for the EMAS Awards 2017; 

• Sustainable Production and Consumption / Integrated Product Policy – Portuguese 
representative in the regular Committee; 

• President of SC5 – Life Cycle Assessment, at national level, similar to SC5 of International 
Standard Organisation (ISO); 

• Green Public Procurement (member of Portuguese team for GPP at national level). 

• EBAE Jury member – process proposals 2010; 

 

 

 

James RANAIVOSON 
He is a Managerial Adviser in the “Infrastructure and 
Climate/Environment” team of the EIB “ Equity, New Products 
and Special Transactions” Department since 2008. He leads 
the team originating EIB participations in private equity funds 
and structured deals in the sectors of land use, forestry, 
protection of natural capital and biodiversity, nature-based 
solutions for infrastructure and carbon sequestration.  

He was previously occupying senior managerial positions as Treasurer or Deputy-Treasurer 
in the Finance complexes of the European Investment Bank (EIB), Inter-American 
Development Bank (IADB) and the African Development Bank (AfDB).  

Before joining the supranational institutions in 1994, he held various positions in Paris in 
portfolio management for large institutional investors (Caisse des Depots where among 
others he manages the EUR 80bn investment portfolio of the life insurer CNP) and in 
derivatives proprietary trading/financial engineering (commercial and private banks). James 
graduated from Doctorat HEC Paris in Finance, MSc. Environmental Management, University 
of Bath, U.K., MSc. Financial Economics from University of Orleans, and MPhil. Mathematics, 
University Pierre et Marie Curie, Paris.
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Germana DI FALCO 
She is an experienced advisor and evaluator who has successfully led planning, improvement, 
and innovation initiatives related to the integrated use of EU funds. She likes to talk about 
real issues and offer real solutions, by adopting as a starting point counter-factual and cross-
programme evidence-based evaluation.  

She was selected as independent evaluator for IPA CBC Adriatic OP 2007-2013, for the meta-
evaluation of EU cross-border programmes, for the ERDF and ESF ROPs and NOPs of different 
regions in Italy, Romania, Croatia. She also managed H2020 RIA and IA projects and 
coordinates a Sector Skills Alliance, in the framework of the Programme Erasmus+, 
addressing sustainability models for the food and feeding industry. She is one of the thematic 
experts for the URBACT networks dealing with environmental issues and supports the Council 
of Europe on the Europe Culture Routes programme. In the framework of INTERREG 
Programme, she coordinated dedicated studies to result- and impact- assessment of strategic 
projects and transnational programmes.  

She graduated in economics in 1993 at Bocconi University (Milan, Italy); has a PhD in 
Economics of Development (Catholic University of Milan/JFK Center on Government – 
Harvard University), used to have seminars and classes in EM Lyon, Rotterdam University 
and Riga. She has been full-time Adjunct Professor of Public Management, Public Finance and 
Business-Government Relations at Bocconi University, Milan, Italy for more than 15 years. 
She also coordinated an international doctoral programme on Sustainable Development and 
Alternative Energy Management and she is constantly focused on studying and analysing 
solutions and models that can upgrade the effectiveness of EU policies.  

 

Peter HECK 
2001 – Present: CEO Institute for Applied Material Flow 
Management (IfaS); Campusallee 9926, 55761 Birkenfeld, 
Rheinland-Pfalz, Germany. Project management, project 
development, fundraising, education. 

2002 – Present: Professor University of Applied Sciences Trier, 
Environmental Campus Birkenfeld; Campusallee 9926, 55761 
Birkenfeld, Rheinland-Pfalz, Germany. Professor of material flow 
management. 

2008 – Present: Associate Professor Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific 
University, Oita-ken Beppu-shi Jumonjibaru 1-1, 874-8577, Japan. 
Professor of material flow management.  

1996 – Present: CEO GAIATECH Consult, Germany Consultancy, project management in 
different regional projects.  

2002 – Present: Guest Professor Kunming University of Science and Technology, China - 
Professor of material flow management. Professor of material flow management. 

2005 – 2006: Consultant FECO/SEPA - Study on Policy for Promoting Circular Economy in 
China  

2003 Consultant GIZ (formerly GTZ), Dag-Hammarskjöld-Weg 1-5, 65760 Eschborn, 
Germany. Professor of material flow management.



Policy Department A: Economic and Scientific Policy 
 

 16 PE 602.059 

Tomasz PIETRUSIAK 
He is Deputy Director of the Environment Department of the 
Marshal’s Office of the Małopolska Region, executes the LIFE 
Project entitled: "Implementation of Air Quality Plan for 
Małopolska Region – Małopolska in a healthy atmosphere". He is 
responsible for the protection of air quality in the Malopolska 
Region (Poland) and other environmental areas, such as the 
environmental fee system or environmental reporting. 

Prior to becoming the Deputy Director of the Environment 
Department, Mr. Tomasz Pietrusiak was the Head of the 
Environmental Fees Team in the Budget and Finance Department 
of the Marshal’s Office of the Malopolska Region.  

He graduated from his studies in environmental protection at the Jagiellonian University 
(master thesis on "The European Union’s participation in financing environmental protection 
in Poland"). Having graduated from his studies, he continued to deepen his knowledge: he 
graduated from his postgraduate studies in management and business, management in 
public administration, administrative and environmental law and the Harvard Business 
Review Poland program - LEADERSHIP 2012.  

He is a member of the "Environment for Environment" Association, he received a scholarship 
of the Nowicki Foundation and the Deutsche Bundestiftung Umwelt for the best environmental 
protection graduates at the Institute for Landscape Ecology and Nature Conservation (Institut 
für Landschaftsökologie und Naturschutz) in Singen, Baden-Württemberg.  

His interests include the real ways of improving air quality, environmental financing sources, 
economic and legal aspects of environmental protection, organic farming and agro-tourism. 
The actions which provide a real impact on improving the quality of life of the residents on 
the basis of sustainable development are particularly important. 

 

Rolf JOHNSEN 

Head of Department of the Central Denmark Region 

• Co-ordinator of “TopSoil” InterReg IVB project 2015- 2020 

• Co-ordinator of “Coast to Coast Climate Challenge" - Life IP 
project 2016 - 2023 

• Co-ordinator of “WaterCAP” InterReg IVB project 2011- 2013 

• Co-ordinator of “Adaptive and sustainable water management 
and protection of society and nature in an extreme climate 
(CLIWAT)” InterReg IVB project 2008-2011 

• Polluted sites. Employed at public administration dealing with investigations, 
remediation and administration of polluted sites. 

• Project participant and manager of KIMONO. Concept for integrated assessment and 
risk management of climate generated groundwater flooding of polluted sites in the 
coastal zone.  http://www.geus.dk/program-areas/water/denmark/projects/kimono-
uk.htm 

• Member of the ENCORE Steering Group Environmental Conference of the Regions of 
Europe. European platform for political co-operation between regions in Europe. 

http://www.geus.dk/program-areas/water/denmark/projects/kimono-uk.htm
http://www.geus.dk/program-areas/water/denmark/projects/kimono-uk.htm
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Elisabetta MARIA ROSSI 
She is technical coordinator for the LIFE-IP GESTIRE2020 project; 
specifically she is responsible for networking activities, and she 
works in the protected areas and biodiversity structure of the 
regional government of Lombardy region, Italy. An environmental 
scientist with a master’s degree in environmental and landscape 
planning and design. 

She has been working on biodiversity conservation projects and 
issues, both in the field as well as on drafting and coordination of 
projects, including LIFE projects. In the regional government she 
has been engaged in different LIFE Nature and biodiversity projects 
focused on the conservation of species such as the wolf and the 
brown bear and invasive alien species. She also follows the aspects of communications and 
awareness raising on biodiversity pressures, challenges and funding.  

She has contributed to the presentation of updates on documents on invasive species for the 
Standing Committee of the Bern convention. She represents Lombardy region in the 
international network of the Regional Governments for Sustainable Development platform 
and as such has participated in the COP13 initiative on biodiversity, as well as in the WISO 
platform meetings on large carnivores and ungulates within the context of the Alpine 
convention. At present, she is organizing the LIFE Platform Meeting on Invasive Alien Species 
that will be held in November in Milan. 
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Presentation by Angelo SALSI 
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Presentation by Isabel LICO 
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Presentation by James RANAIVOSON 
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Presentation by Germana DI FALCO 
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Presentation by Peter HECK 
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Presentation by Tomasz PIETRUSIAK 
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Presentation by Rolf JOHNSEN 
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Presentation by Elisabetta Maria ROSSI 
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	Executive SUMMARY
	On Tuesday 10 October 2017, the Policy Department A organised at the request of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI) a workshop on the “First results of the LIFE programme 2014-2020”. The workshop was part of the activities of the specific LIFE Working Group of the ENVI Committee and was chaired by the LIFE Working Group co-chairs Mr Nicola CAPUTO and Ms Dubravka ŠUICA. Workshop experts and attendees discussed extensively the implementation of the new LIFE Programme 2014-2020. 
	The LIFE programme is the EU’s only funding instrument entirely devoted to the environment and climate action. The general objective of LIFE is to contribute to the implementation, updating and development of EU environmental and climate policy and legislation by co-financing projects with European added-value. The ‘Environment’ strand of the new LIFE programme covers three priority areas: environment and resource efficiency, nature and biodiversity, and environmental governance. The ‘Climate Action’ strand covers climate change mitigation, climate change adaptation and climate governance.
	The first session of the workshop involved experts who manage and supervise the LIFE programme. They presented lessons learnt and the future perspectives of the programme. The second part focused on one of the most significant novelties of the LIFE programme 2014-2020, namely the Integrated Projects. Integrated Projects are aimed at better achieving the goals set in the EU environmental and climate legislations. They are therefore not simply a new tool within the LIFE programme, but they also represent a new way to ensure a good implementation of the EU environmental legislation.
	The four Integrated Projects presented in the workshop (ZENAPA, MALOPOSKA, C2CCC and GESTIRE2020) illustrated the success on the ground of the Integrated Projects and the link with other funds. These Projects are able to implement environmental and climate legislation on a wide geographical scale and contribute to more than one priority areas. For example, climate mitigation projects often contribute to climate change adaptation, nature and biodiversity, air quality and resource efficiency.
	The workshop presentations and discussions demonstrated that the LIFE programme is effective and efficient in tackling the key priorities and in responding to key challenges such as the EU biodiversity strategy, the 2030 climate and energy framework, the implementation of the Paris Agreement and the circular economy strategy. The examples of Integrated Projects showed that LIFE has successfully linked a variety of EU funding in various Member States. This demonstrated at the same time the catalytic effect of the programme. 
	The participants also stressed the need for better qualitative criteria for the selection of Integrated Projects. The successful Integrated Projects cannot be properly assessed and selected only on a territorial basis, as geographical criteria should not have more importance than qualitative criteria. A Member state should not be deprived of the LIFE resources for good quality projects just because lesser quality projects need to be financed in other geographical areas. Moreover, it was stressed that better synergies need to be developed between projects supported in the same topic by various programmes in order to avoid overlapping.
	Finally, the European Commission (EC) reported that the mid-term evaluation of the LIFE Programme 2014-2020 has now been finalised and is in written procedure for its adoption. Once adopted, it will be transmitted to the European Parliament in the forthcoming weeks. The EC will complete by December 2023 an ex-post evaluation report covering the implementation and results of the LIFE Programme.
	Workshop Proceedings
	Opening remarks
	Presentation:  First results and future opportunities of the LIFE programme    2014-2020
	Presentation:  Who are the beneficiaries of the LIFE Programme?
	Presentation:  The perspectives of LIFE programme 2014-2020 from a     national contact point of view
	Presentation:  The financial instruments in the new LIFE programme
	Initiation of the session discussion: Synergies and overlapping arising from a cross-programme analysis
	Presentation:  First results of the LIFE-IP ZENAPA
	Presentation:  First results of the LIFE-IP MALOPOLSKA
	Presentation:  First results of the LIFE-IP C2CCC
	Rolf JOHNSEN, Central Denmark Region
	Presentation:  First results of the LIFE-IP GESTIRE2020
	Concluding remarks

	Dubravka ŠUICA, MEP, co-Chair of the LIFE Working Group
	In her opening statement, Ms ŠUICA welcomed and introduced the speakers and stressed the contribution of the workshop to the ongoing work of the LIFE Working Group of the ENVI Committee. 
	The MEP outlined the importance of the LIFE Programme as a key instrument to implement environmental legislation in Europe. Moreover, she requested answers to the following two issues:
	• According to the LIFE regulation 1293/2013 in article 27 paragraph 2a: “No later than in June 2017, the European Commission will carry out an external and independent mid-term evaluation report covering the implementation and results of the LIFE Programme.” This has not yet happened; the latest evaluation is from 2012. What do you think about this delay with regard to the fact that feedback on the implementation and use of the funds is always important to see how it works?
	• We currently work on the regulation on the European Solidarity Corps, which foresees a budget of €341.5 million for the years 2018-2020, of which 4.5 million are supposed to come from the LIFE budget. Do you think the money should be taken form LIFE or should it stay untouched? Should there be an obligatory inter linkage between the LIFE purposes and the spending (if yes how much)?
	Jean-Claude MERCIOL, European Commission, DG ENV
	Mr Merciol’s presentation gave an overview of the LIFE programme which was launched in 1992 and is exclusively dedicated to the environment, nature protection and climate action. Over the last 25 years, LIFE has supported round 4.500 projects and built up a solid brand that represents quality and value for money. Adopted at the same time than the Birds and Habitats directives, LIFE contributed greatly to the establishment of the Natura 2000 network. 
	The fitness check of the Birds and Habitats directives has highlighted the strategic role of LIFE, and the Action Plan for nature, people and the economy foresee to increase by 10% the LIFE budget dedicated to projects for conservation of nature and biodiversity, within the same overall budgetary envelope. LIFE supports also activities to demonstrate industrial symbiosis, knowledge transfer, and the development of new models for the shift towards a circular and green economy. 
	LIFE Integrated Projects, a novelty successfully introduced in 2014, catalyse the implementation of environmental or climate plans or strategies on a large scale. With EUR 150 million in 2014-2015, they should facilitate the coordinated use of about EUR 3.6 billion. The LIFE programme has introduced two pilot financial instruments as well: the Private Finance for Energy Efficiency, and the Natural Capital Financing facility. 
	The Mid-term evaluation of LIFE is being finalised. LIFE can be considered as: effective (being an actor of most important recent policy development); coherent (encouraging projects to use results of related research and innovation); relevant (responding to the needs of a wide range of beneficiaries); delivering EU added value (having a catalytic and leverage effect by eliminating initial barriers to the implementation of EU environmental and climate policy). The EC will complete by December 2023 an ex-post evaluation report covering the implementation and results of the LIFE Programme.
	The next Multi Annual Work Programme 2018-2020, to be adopted soon, considers improvements and simplifications such as: reduction of project topics, highlighting advantages of close-to-market approaches, reorientation of governance and information project topics. 
	Angel SALSI, European Commission, EASME
	Mr Salsi’s presentation provided statistics about the beneficiaries of the LIFE programme. Moreover, he provided information about the incorporation of environmental components of the ended CIP-ECO Innovation programme to the LIFE Programme. More specifically, he provided statistics about the number of participants from public, private commercial and private non-commercial participants and their requested financial contribution during the period 2012-2016. He also showed statistics about the involvement of SMEs in the financed projects during 2016 in the six strands of the LIFE Programme, i.e. climate change adaptation, climate change mitigation, environment and resource efficiency, governance and information for climate, governance and information for environment, and finally nature and biodiversity. Finally, he stressed the increasing involvement of private commercial SMEs in the LIFE Programme.
	Isabel LICO, Portuguese Environmental Agency
	Ms Lico gave an historical development of the LIFE Programme during 1992-2017 based on her personal involvement as a Portuguese national contact point. She informed the workshop not only on the LIFE Integrated Projects but also on the LIFE Capacity Building ones. She concluded that, among others: 
	• LIFE is a much-centralised funding scheme (decisions taken in Brussels) with high bureaucracy
	• National unstable institutional framework in combination with lack of competences at local level
	• Difficulties to use LIFE as a catalyst (other funding sources)
	• Member States need more support from EC (e.g. for training) and need more information concerning the follow up of national projects
	• Clarification of certain issues (innovation, complementarity and transferability)
	• Increase the number of events at national level in order to better inform applicants
	• National allocations do not give a balance and can be perverse 
	James RANAIVOSON, European Investment Bank
	Mr Ranaivoson presented two financial instruments in the new LIFE programme. The Private Finance for Energy Efficiency (PF4EE), which comprises three components:
	• A loan to the financial intermediary to be used for financing of energy efficiency investments (“EE Loan”);
	• A risk mitigation mechanism, which covers losses incurred in the portfolio of EE loans granted by the financial intermediary (“Risk Sharing Facility”);
	• Consultancy services aiming at supporting the financial intermediary to create the abovementioned EE loans portfolio (“Expert Support Facility”).
	Moreover, he presented the Natural Capital Financing Facility (NCFF) which is a joint EC and EIB initiative to stimulate financing for conservation, restoration, management and enhancement of natural capital. The Facility will focus on market-based instruments in four categories of projects or combinations of: 
	• Green infrastructure;
	• Biodiversity offsetting initiatives;
	• Projects using payment for ecosystem services mechanisms;
	• Pro-biodiversity businesses/corporates.
	Germana DI FALCO, Expert in URBACT 
	Ms Di Falco initiated the session discussion with a presentation based on a cross-programme analysis. She identified and presented projects from the list of LIFE approved projects that was published on 28th of September 2017 and looked for twin projects granted by other programmes. For each of the selected LIFE projects, she found one to three twin projects in Horizon 2020, the European Regional Development Fund, Erasmus+, the Connecting Europe Facility, the European Investment Bank, etc. Her starting point for reflection was how to turn overlapping into synergies.
	Peter HECK, Institute for Applied Material Flow Management - IfaS
	Prof Heck presented activities and first results of the LIFE-IP ZENAPA (Zero Emission Nature Protection Areas) project. The project aims to work on the nexus between climate change mitigation and biodiversity protection and to establish viable economic solutions in nature protection areas and surrounding regions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in line with national and pan-European climate protection targets (CAP 2020 and CPP 2050).
	ZENAPA is implemented in 11 Protected areas, 1 Model municipality (VG Rhaunen) and 29 Districts, which include many towns in Germany and Luxembourg. Among the IP actions and campaigns are:
	• Activation of 90 municipalities to create a concept for biodiversity and climate protection on districts level
	• Planned campaigns in protected areas: 15.000 heating pumps, LED street lightning (100.000 light points), 1.200 heating systems based on renewable energies, 12.000 Photovoltaic plant in households, 1.200 vehicles for electromobility, etc
	• Individual campaigns: Sustainable and regional construction and biodiversity, Biomass from private forests, Biomass from traditional coppicing, etc.
	Tomasz PIETRUSIAK, Malopolska region
	Mr Pietrusiak presented activities and first results of the LIFE-IP MALOPOLSKA. The aim of this project is the implementation of an air quality plan in the Małopolska region of Poland, and regional and local air quality policies the province of Silesia, and adjacent regions in Slovakia and the Czech Republic. Specific project objectives include the elimination of the barriers created by very low institutional capacities and insufficient implementation of air quality actions at the municipal level by establishing a network of eco-managers; increasing recognition of the significance of air quality management by local decision makers in Małopolska and in other regions; etc.
	Among the first results of the IP are:
	• A solid fuel ban in Kraków - adopted on 15 January 2016, effective from 1 September 2019.
	• Anti-Smog resolutions for Małopolska and Silesia - a historic step in the regulation of low emissions in Poland
	• Ecodesign standards for all boilers, stoves and fireplaces for the whole region - adopted on 23 January 2017, effective from 1 June 2017 (new devices) and from 2023 (existing).
	• A list of low-emission heating appliances for solid fuels that sets nationwide standards for the best boilers and fireplaces.
	• 60 Ecomanagers in municipalities initiating actions and events on local level.
	Mr Johnsen presented activities and first results of the LIFE-IP C2CCC. The overall objective of C2C CC project is to create climate-resilient cities in a climate-resilient region by drawing up with local stakeholders a common, long-term strategy. This strategy will lead to the targeted implementation of local climate change adaptation (CCA) plans, coordinated CCA analyses and activities, and the identification and improvement of the resources and adaptive capacities of citizens, municipalities, utilities and companies in the water sector. The CCA plans address cities as well as the countryside and coastlines, and include solutions in the hinterlands to prevent flooding in the cities.
	Among the IP actions which are currently implemented are:
	• Technical and stewardship guidance and support across and from outside the consortium to implement local and catchment based CCA solutions
	• Capacity development for the use of climate adaptation targeted decision makers
	• Science-based climate change adaptation knowledge (Methods, data and innovation).
	Elisabetta Maria ROSSI, Lombardy region
	Ms Rossi presented activities and first results of the LIFE-IP GESTIRE2020. The objective of the project is the creation of an integrated management structure for achieving conservation objectives, set out in the Habitats and Birds directives, for the Natura 2000 regional network in Lombardy. This will be achieved by developing policies and management actions for the Natura 2000 regional network that include the active management of habitats and species, the guarantee of coherence between the regional Natura 2000 network and external territories, the monitoring of the results of the actions undertaken, the guarantee of supervision of activities interfering with Natura 2000 sites, and the training of professionals in appropriate management for the regional network.
	Among the IP actions which are currently implemented are:
	• Management plans for plant species, bats, amphibians and reptiles, and regional strategies for large carnivores and invasive alien species; sharing the knowledge with stakeholders
	• Implementing specific conservation actions from the first phase (e.g. management of crayfish) 
	• Identification of priorities for the implementation of ecological connections
	• An innovative program for monitoring of species and habitats (art. 17 Habitats Directives) has started through different levels:
	• Involvement of volunteers and specific interest groups (8 protocols have been signed with fauna and flora conservation societies).
	Nicola CAPUTO, MEP, co-Chair of the LIFE Working Group
	Closing the workshop, Mr Caputo thanked the speakers and the participants for their contribution in order to achieve the workshop objectives. He mentioned that the workshop presentations and discussions demonstrated that the Integrated Projects are able to implement environmental legislation and goals on a wider scale and to increase the impact of the LIFE programme. The examples of Integrated Projects showed that LIFE has successfully linked a variety of EU funding in various Member States. This demonstrated at the same time the catalytic effect of the programme.
	The participants also stressed the need for better qualitative criteria for the selection of Integrated Projects. The successful Integrated Projects cannot be properly assessed and selected only on a territorial basis, as geographical criteria should not have more importance than qualitative criteria. A Member state should not be deprived of the LIFE resources for good quality projects just because lesser quality projects need to be financed in other geographical areas. Moreover, it was stressed that better synergies need to be developed between projects supported in the same topic by various programmes to avoid overlapping. Although the objectives of a research project differ from a LIFE or a regional development project, monitoring mechanisms should be developed to maximise the synergies and therefore the benefits of these projects.
	Overall, the workshop concluded that the LIFE programme is effective and efficient in tackling the key priorities and in responding to key challenges such as the EU biodiversity strategy, the 2030 climate and energy framework, the implementation of the Paris Agreement and the circular economy strategy. 
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	Currently working as manager of the LIFE and Eco-Innovation unit in the executive agency EASME. Once more on the front line helping member states and all concerned parties protecting Europe's natural heritage and our environment as well as supporting the EU efforts in the battle against climate change. 
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	He is Deputy Director of the Environment Department of the Marshal’s Office of the Małopolska Region, executes the LIFE Project entitled: "Implementation of Air Quality Plan for Małopolska Region – Małopolska in a healthy atmosphere". He is responsible for the protection of air quality in the Malopolska Region (Poland) and other environmental areas, such as the environmental fee system or environmental reporting.
	Prior to becoming the Deputy Director of the Environment Department, Mr. Tomasz Pietrusiak was the Head of the Environmental Fees Team in the Budget and Finance Department of the Marshal’s Office of the Malopolska Region. 
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	He is a member of the "Environment for Environment" Association, he received a scholarship of the Nowicki Foundation and the Deutsche Bundestiftung Umwelt for the best environmental protection graduates at the Institute for Landscape Ecology and Nature Conservation (Institut für Landschaftsökologie und Naturschutz) in Singen, Baden-Württemberg. 
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	 Co-ordinator of “WaterCAP” InterReg IVB project 2011- 2013
	 Co-ordinator of “Adaptive and sustainable water management and protection of society and nature in an extreme climate (CLIWAT)” InterReg IVB project 2008-2011
	 Polluted sites. Employed at public administration dealing with investigations, remediation and administration of polluted sites.
	 Project participant and manager of KIMONO. Concept for integrated assessment and risk management of climate generated groundwater flooding of polluted sites in the coastal zone.  http://www.geus.dk/program-areas/water/denmark/projects/kimono-uk.htm
	 Member of the ENCORE Steering Group Environmental Conference of the Regions of Europe. European platform for political co-operation between regions in Europe.
	Elisabetta MARIA ROSSI
	She is technical coordinator for the LIFE-IP GESTIRE2020 project; specifically she is responsible for networking activities, and she works in the protected areas and biodiversity structure of the regional government of Lombardy region, Italy. An environmental scientist with a master’s degree in environmental and landscape planning and design.
	She has been working on biodiversity conservation projects and issues, both in the field as well as on drafting and coordination of projects, including LIFE projects. In the regional government she has been engaged in different LIFE Nature and biodiversity projects focused on the conservation of species such as the wolf and the brown bear and invasive alien species. She also follows the aspects of communications and awareness raising on biodiversity pressures, challenges and funding. 
	She has contributed to the presentation of updates on documents on invasive species for the Standing Committee of the Bern convention. She represents Lombardy region in the international network of the Regional Governments for Sustainable Development platform and as such has participated in the COP13 initiative on biodiversity, as well as in the WISO platform meetings on large carnivores and ungulates within the context of the Alpine convention. At present, she is organizing the LIFE Platform Meeting on Invasive Alien Species that will be held in November in Milan.
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