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AT A GLANCE

Global efforts to end sexual violence in conflict
Author: Manuel MANRIQUE GIL with contributions from Jan MICHALKO (intern)

The Global Summit to End
Sexual Violence in Conflict
was co-chaired by the UK
and the Office of the UN
High Commissioner for
Refugees.

An International Protocol on
the Documentation and
Investigation of Sexual
Violence was a key result of
the summit.

The summit also highlighted
the importance of:

 providing support for
victims of sexual
violence;

 strengthening the
capacity of national and
international security and
justice personnel;

 closer international
cooperation.

The Global Summit to End Sexual Violence in Conflict (London, 10-13 June
2014) was the culmination of a two-year campaign to bring to the fore the
scourge of sexual violence in armed conflict, the culture of impunity and
the lack of support for victims. The summit was co-chaired by
William Hague, UK Foreign Secretary, and Angelina Jolie, Special Envoy of
the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), and attracted 1 700
delegates from 129 countries. The EU was represented by Catherine
Ashton, High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy (VP/HR), and the UN Secretary-General by his Special Representative
on Sexual Violence in Conflict, Zainab Hawa Bangura. The summit
conclusions summarised the delegates’ political commitment to concrete
global action in the following areas.

Accountability: an International Protocol on the Documentation and
Investigation of Sexual Violence in Conflict – a set of best practice
guidelines for improving access to justice, fighting impunity and
improving states’ ability to gather evidence in order to prosecute
perpetrators effectively – was introduced at the summit.

Support for victims: the marginalisation of victims, especially children,
was recognised, together with the need to provide holistic support for
survivors, including through reparations.

Security and justice sector reforms: national and international military
and police personnel should be trained to tackle sexual violence in conflict
and post-conflict situations more effectively. Civil society organisations
(CSOs) should be more involved in monitoring, and the proportion of
women staff in post-conflict work should be increased. Delegates
committed themselves to adopting tangible measures in the justice,
humanitarian and security sectors.

Closer international cooperation: the UN, the EU, the African Union and
a number of the countries hardest hit by the problem (specifically the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and Somalia) should work together
more closely.

https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/sexual-violence-in-conflict
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/319054/PSVI_protocol_web.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/319054/PSVI_protocol_web.pdf
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Figure 1:
Map showing the risk of
sexual violence in conflict in
different countries (2013)
Source: Maplecroft

Building on the summit’s
momentum, the European
Parliament could :

 urge all the Member
States to apply the
International Protocol;

 advocate mainstreaming
this objective into EU
CFSP actions;

 suggest increasing
assistance for
programmes fighting
sexual and gender-based
violence;

 promote this objective in
its own positions and
actions.

While no binding legal, financial or policy obligations emanated from
the summit, the European Parliament could consider the following
policy options — in addition to the EU’s ongoing work — with a view to
turning the visibility achieved by the summit into concrete measures:
1) urge the Member States and non-EU countries to implement the new
International Protocol;
2) advocate mainstreaming the fight against sexual violence in
conflict into EU foreign and security policies:
 programmes to reform the judicial sector (access to justice for

vulnerable groups) and the security sector (training and technical
assistance aimed at preventing sexual violence), and support for
CSOs, especially those representing women and victims;

 scrutiny of CSDP missions (e.g. Libya, Somalia, Mali, Central African
Republic, DRC, Afghanistan) and humanitarian interventions in
conflict (e.g. South Sudan, Syria);

 démarches by the EU VP/HR, other members of the European
Commission, EU Special Representatives and heads of EU
delegations;

3) suggest increasing assistance for programmes fighting sexual
and gender-based violence, given that it currently represents only
0.1 % of total EU aid, compared with Ireland’s 2.7 % and Sweden’s 1.4 %;

4) promote this objective in Parliament’s own external policy
positions and actions:
 dedicated resolutions (e.g. on the situation of women in North Africa

(2013)) and the annual recommendations to the UN General
Assembly;

 stress the need to fight impunity and to adopt the International
Protocol (during visits to non-EU countries by Parliament
delegations and in multilateral parliamentary assemblies);

 explore the possibility of appointing a standing rapporteur on
sexual violence in conflict, on the basis of close coordination
between the relevant committees – FEMM, DEVE, AFET and SEDE.

http://www.eeas.europa.eu/statements/docs/2014/140612_04_en.pdf
http://devinit.org/sexual-gender-based-violence-sgbv-projects-receive-small-share-aid/
http://devinit.org/sexual-gender-based-violence-sgbv-projects-receive-small-share-aid/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&language=EN&reference=P7-TA-2013-75

