
 

 

     

 

 
 

 

  

On 17 June 2010, the European Council approved the document ‘Europe 2020: A 

European strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth’. This is a new long-

term strategy for the socio-economic development of the European Union. It replaced 

the Lisbon Strategy that had been implemented since 2000. On 26 June 2010, the 

European Commission presented the initiative ‘A Digital Agenda for Europe’, the first 

flagship initiative of the Europe 2020 strategy. 
 
 

 

 

Background  
 

The Digital Agenda for Europe (DAE) is one of the seven flagship initiatives of the Europe 2020 

Strategy. Its overall aim is to deliver sustainable economic and social benefits from a digital single 

market based on fast and ultra-fast internet and interoperable applications. Implementation of DEA 

will support the creation of the single digital market in Europe and in particular will help to ensure 

the conditions for smarter, sustainable and more inclusive growth in the European Union. This should 

allow EU Member States and regions to better react to the difficulties resulting from the economic 

crisis and to increase the competitiveness of the European economy. 
 

The Digital Agenda for Europe was developed on the basis of the previous policy experience in the 

field of research, development and implementation of the new ICT technologies such as fast wired 

and wireless internet, telecommunication and on-line services. 

 

Priorities of the Digital Agenda 
 

The Digital Agenda contains 101 actions, in 7 pillars, which will help to reboot the EU economy and 

enable Europe's citizens and businesses to get the most out of digital technologies. These are: 

Pillar I: Digital Single Market 

Pillar II: Interoperability & Standards 

Pillar III: Trust & Security 

Pillar IV: Fast and ultra-fast Internet access 

Pillar V: Research and innovation 

Pillar VI: Enhancing digital literacy, skills and inclusion 

Pillar VII: ICT-enabled benefits for EU society 

 

Study ‘Internet, Digital Agenda and the economic development of European regions’ 
 

The objective of this study is to describe the links between investments in the Information 

and Communication Technologies (ICT) and economic development at regional level. 

Particular emphasis was made on the strategy ‘Digital Agenda for Europe’ and the 

contribution of Structural Funds to its implementation. The study is based on an in-depth 

analysis of seven regional case studies, and of horizontal issues at national and EU 

levels. It illustrates the growth potential that may result from an appropriate synergy 

between initiatives at the regional, national and EU levels. 
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The study has described how the implementation of the Digital Agenda and investments in Information 

and Communication Technologies can best support the economic development of European regions. It 

has also determined, which new European instruments can be used, and in what ways, in order to 

support investments in new internet infrastructures and implementation of the Digital Agenda. 

 



 

 

     

 

 

The study shows the importance of Cohesion Policy in funding investments supporting the Innovation 

Society. Despite its variety (e-health, digital literacy, e-learning, broadband etc.) such interventions tend 

to contribute to two main dimensions of regional development: economic growth and social  

well-being. Independently of their goals (e.g. enhanced efficiency, internet access or inclusion), different 

projects generates complementary positive effects on regional developments. 
 

The study has identified a series of “enabling conditions” for efficient and productive implementation of 

the DAE. Particularly important is that a correct articulation between the contributions of the public and 

private sectors, in terms of funding and governance, is necessary for achieving positive results of 

projects. 
 

ICT investments and the economic development of European Regions 
 

It is clear that ICT developments have an important impact on the society and economy, including in 

particular economic development of the European regions. However, depending on different abilities 

of Member States and their regions, the ICT diffusion and its impact on the economy can differ. 
 

Regions have a number of instruments that can increase the positive impact of the Internet and ICT 

investments on their economic growth. That can be complementary investments, regional support for 

innovation or assuring favourable institutional and regulatory framework. 
 

The implementation of the Digital Agenda has the potential to boost the development of EU’s 

regions and increase the Union’s competitiveness at international level. It can also facilitate the 

creation of new jobs, which is of vital importance in the time of current economic crisis. 
  

 

Recommendations of the Study 
 

Study ‘Internet, Digital Agenda and the economic development of European regions’ provides series 

of advises for Members of the European Parliament on how EU support for ICT investments can be 

utilised to boost economic development of European regions. The main recommendations are to: 

 Implement as many different types of measures as possible in support of the Information 

Society, provided they are in line with the local needs and context; 

 Embed Information Society support measures in wider and systemic strategies, and 

complement them with accompanying measures, especially efficiency-oriented Information 

Society measures; 

 Identify the appropriate mix of public and private support based on the project’s objective 

and context; 

 Ensure that a series of enabling conditions are met, in particular ICT receptiveness at regional 

level; 

 Make sure that the regional setting is considered as a nexus between vertical and horizontal 

partnerships; 

 Establish renewed confidence in the peculiar system of policy governance characterising the 

European Union. 
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Feedback If you wish to give us your feedback please e-mail to Poldep-Cohesion Secretariat: 
poldep-cohesion@europarl.europa.eu 

  

Disclaimer This document is provided to Members of the European Parliament and their staff in support of their 
parliamentary duties and does not necessarily represent the views of the European Parliament. It should not be 
considered as being exhaustive. 

  

FOCUS ON Is based on the research published by the EP Policy Department B. This publication may take two forms: either 
a concise presentation of the main conclusions of a recent study, or an annotated list of the most recent 
research published on an issue of parliamentary interest. 

Where to find all REGI studies?    http://www.europarl.europa.eu/studies 
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