
DG IPOL & DG EXPO Policy Departments  
European Parliament 
Published in cooperation with the Unit for Coordination of Editorial and Communication Activities
PE 536.381
July 2014

At a glance
Policy departments’ monthly highlights

Forthcoming Publications 
Committee Title Publication date

Security challenges posed by Boko Haram to 
Nigeria and the region July 2014

Risks and opportunities for the EU agri-food 
sector in a possible EU-US trade agreement September 2014

How do Member States handle contributions to 
the EU budget in their national budgets September 2014

State aid to banks and credit for SMEs: Is there a 
need for conditionality? September 2014

Legal Instruments and practice of arbitration in 
the EU Otober 2014

Link to the studies:   www.europarl.europa.eu/studies
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contacts
Policy Department A - Economic and 
Scientific Policy 
ECON - ENVI - EMPL - IMCO - ITRE  
poldep-economy-science@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department B - Structural and 
Cohesion Policies
AGRI - CULT - PECH - REGI - TRAN  
poldep-cohesion@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department C - Citizens’ Rights and 
Constitutional Affairs
AFCO - FEMM - JURI - LIBE - PETI  
poldep-citizens@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department D - Budgetary Affairs
BUDG - CONT  
poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department - External Policies
AFET - DEVE - DROI - INTA - SEDE 
poldep-expo@ep.europa.eu

The new Fact Sheets, covering all of 
the 7th legislature of the European 
Parliament, are now available. 

They provide an overview of European 
integration and of the European 
Parliament’s contribution to that 
process by focusing on six main 
themes: 

• how the European Union works; 
• citizens’ Europe; 
• the internal market; 
• the economic and monetary union; 
• sectoral policies; and 
• the EU’s external relations.
The online version is reviewed and 
updated regularly throughout the 
year.

www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets

Policy departments: an independent source of expertise for committees

Focus 

Policy departments consist of five units responsible for 
providing high-level independent expertise, analysis 
and policy advice at the request of committees and 
other parliamentary bodies (delegations, President, 
Bureau, Secretary-General). Their expertise covers 
all areas of activity of the European Parliament. They 
are closely involved in the work of committees which 
they support in shaping legislation on and exercising 
democratic scrutiny over EU policies.   

Policy departments deliver policy analysis- both in-house and external - in a 
wide variety of formats, ranging from studies and in-depth analyses to briefings 
and the Fact Sheets on the EU. This written output serves a variety of purposes 
by feeding directly into the legislative work of a specific committee or serving as 
a briefing for delegations of members.

Policy departments also organise events, including workshops and expert 
panels that enhance Parliament’s analytical capacity and develop common 
approaches to current political issues.

This is a monthly publication giving an overview “At a glance” of the on-going 
work of the policy departments, including  a list of their latest and forthcoming 
publications, and useful links. 

Fact sheets on the eu
Updated edition now available

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studies.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets


Disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the policy departments of the European Parliament and are provided for general information 
purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official 
position of the European Parliament. 

highlights

Partially self-financed EU agencies and the principle of fee setting

The study examines the budget structure and the fee determination as well as treatment 
of surpluses and deficits of the three partially self-financed EU agencies (European Aviation 
Safety Agency (EASA), the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) and the European Medicines 
Agency (EMA)). The study analyses the two financing models, the “assigned revenue model” 
(case of EASA) and the “universal budgeting model” (ECHA and EMA) and the consequences of each 
model. Furthermore, the study discusses the potential for extending self-financing of EU agencies.

Policy Department on Budgetary Affairs March 2014

Child maintenance systems in EU Member States from a gender perspective

Upon request by the FEMM Committee, this note gives an overview of the legislation and legal 
principles in the Member States concerning the guarantee of payment of child maintenance 
for the custodial parent by the other parent in case of separation or divorce. This guarantee 
can be regulated by law and can be put in place by a special body or agency. This note pays 
particular attention to differences between men and women in their roles for the financial support of 
children.

Policy Department on Citizens’ Rights and  Constitutional Affairs  May 2014

The 2014 Constitutions of Egypt and Tunisia, though enacted at the same time and as a 
consequence of similar revolutionary forces, are different in style and content. Egypt will likely 
experience restoration of the authoritarian presidentialism with the Armed Forces playing 
a dominant role. Tunisia’s constitution is based on a balanced institutional framework that 
provides for checks and balances. The constitutional process in Libya is overshadowed by lack of security 
and the absence of functioning state institutions. In the future, Libya might opt for a parliamentary form 
of government.

Comparative analysis between the constitutional processes in Egypt and Tunisia - Lessons learnt - 
Overview of the constitutional situation in Libya
Policy Department on External Policies   April 2014

Single Market Act: State of Play

This In-depth Analysis, prepared for the Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer 
Protection, assesses the progress made by the EU institutions on the implementation of the 
set of actions presented by the European Commission in April 2011 and October 2012 and 
known as the Single Market Act I and the Single Market Act II. Each contains a set of twelve key 
actions, which were to be adopted by the end of 2012 and 2014 respectively, to implement the priorities 
set for boosting growth and reinforcing citizens’ confidence in the Single Market.

Policy Department on Economic and Scientific Policy June 2014

Higher education entrance qualifications and exams in Europe: a comparison

The study analyses admission systems to higher education across ten countries, covering some 
countries of the European Union (France, Germany, Italy, Slovenia, Sweden and the United 
Kingdom), a candidate country (Turkey) as well as commonly used international comparators 
(Australia, Japan and the US). These countries are compared on three axes: the equity of 
admissions, their quality and their ability to encourage students’ mobility. Recommendations are made 
to support greater cooperation between member states in admissions in the European Union.

Policy Department on Structural and Cohesion Policies May 2014

Join the Policy DePartments’ network
If you wish to receive this monthly publication, please send an email to: ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2014/490689/IPOL-JOIN_ET(2014)490689_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2014/474407/IPOL-FEMM_NT(2014)474407_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2014/433840/EXPO-AFET_NT(2014)433840_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2014/433840/EXPO-AFET_NT(2014)433840_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2014/518769/IPOL-IMCO_NT(2014)518769_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2014/529057/IPOL-CULT_ET%282014%29529057_EN.pdf

