
  

Directorate-General for Research 

 
 

WORKING PAPER 
 
 
 
 

 
ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE FIELDS 
OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
AND INFORMATION SOCIETY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Economic Affairs Series 
 ECON 119 EN

 

 

 

 



  Achievements Telecommunications & Information Society 
 
 

  PE 168.517 

This document is available in English. 
 
At the end of this document please find a full list of other publications in the Economic Affairs Series. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PUBLISHER: EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

L-2929 LUXEMBOURG 
 
AUTHOR:  Aleš Brabínek, Robert Schuman Scholar 
 
EDITOR: Anton LENSEN 

Directorate General for Research 
Division for the Environment, Industry and STOA 
Tel.: (352) 4300-23707 
alensen@europarl.eu.int 

 
 
 
 
The views expressed are the sole responsibility of the author and do not necessarily reflect the 
official position of the European Parliament. 

 
Reproduction and translation for non-commercial purposes are authorised, provided the source is 
acknowledged and the publisher is given prior notice and sent a copy. 
 
 
The manuscript was completed in October 1999. 



  Achievements Telecommunications & Information Society 
 
 

  PE 168.517 

 

 
 

Directorate-General for Research 
 
 

WORKING PAPER 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE FIELDS 

OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

AND INFORMATION SOCIETY 

 

IN THE COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC AND MONETARY AFFAIRS  
AND INDUSTRIAL POLICY 

 

1994-1999 legislative period 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 Economic Affairs Series 
 ECON 119 EN 

 10-1999 



  Achievements Telecommunications & Information Society 
 
 

 - 3 -   PE 168.517 

 
 

 
Table of contents 

 

 

Introduction and Summary........................................................................................................................................................ 5 
 
 
Part One: Resolutions adopted by the European Parliament................................................................................................ 7 

 
I - Telecommunications........................................................................................................................................................... 9 

 
1. General Policy.................................................................................................................................................................. 9 
2. Competition Policy ........................................................................................................................................................14 
3. Open Network Provisions (ONP) ................................................................................................................................16 
4. Licensing.........................................................................................................................................................................19 
5. Trans-European Telecommunications Networks (TENs) ........................................................................................20 
6. Financial and Taxation Issues .....................................................................................................................................21 
7. Procurement ..................................................................................................................................................................22 
8. Cable TV and Telecommunications Networks ..........................................................................................................23 
9. The Internal Market for Telecommunications Terminal Equipment ....................................................................24 

 
II - Information Society ........................................................................................................................................................26 

 
 
Part Two: Index of Reports by the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs and Industrial Policy..................37 

 
 



  Achievements Telecommunications & Information Society 
 
 

 - 4 -   PE 168.517 



  Achievements Telecommunications & Information Society 
 
 

 - 5 -   PE 168.517 

INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY  
 
 
This working paper traces the main developments in the European Parliament concerning policy and 
regulation of the Communications sector. The analysis deals with reports discussed in the Committee 
on Economic and Monetary Affairs and Industrial Policy in the legislative period 1994-1999. 
 
The European telecommunications sector has historically been characterised by a strong public service 
monopoly tradition together with an industrial policy of creating 'national champions'. This 
environment has created a strong national orientation for the sector and consequently the loss of the 
potential opportunities of a Europe-wide market.  
 
Under the terms of Commission full competition Directive1, the telecommunications market was 
opened up to full competition on 1 January 1998. Most of the legislative framework is in place and is 
being applied, under the supervision of the national regulatory authorities. Without doubt the 
telecommunications sector in Europe is one of the industries, which has been influenced most by EU 
regulatory consensus and policies. The Parliament plays an eminent role as a co-legislator. The 
telecommunications regulatory process in the European Union should be seen as part of the wider 
process of the economic integration of Europe initiated by the Treaty of Rome. This process was 
accelerated through the European Community's internal market programme set up by the Single 
European Act, the first important reform of the Treaty of Rome, which entered into force on 
01.07.1987. The Single European Act has provided a firm basis for the development of a common 
regulatory framework for the telecommunications sector. The Community policy was initiated in 1987 
with the publication by the Commission of the Green Paper on the Development of the Common 
Market for Telecommunications Services and Equipment2. The broader political framework of the 
Maastricht treaty, the treaty on European Union which entered into force in November 1993, has added 
an important new element to the legal basis for European integration in the area of telecommunications 
by means of a Treaty chapter on Trans-European networks. The White Paper on 'Growth, 
Competitiveness and Employment'3 and the Report on “Europe and the Global Information Society” in 
1994, have placed the Union's telecommunications policy at the heart of the Union's general policy. 
The conclusions of the Brussels G7 Summit on the Information Society, held in February 1995, noted 
that: “the regulatory framework should put the user first and meet the variety of complementary social 
objectives. It must be designed to allow choice, high quality services and affordable prices. It will 

therefore be based on an environment that encourages dynamic competition, ensures the separation of 

operating and regulatory functions as well as promotes interconnectivity and interoperability.” 

 
The Amsterdam Treaty, which entered into force during 1998, does not have specific implications for 
telecommunications policy. Reflections on the next phase of telecommunications policy, looking 
beyond 1998, started with the Commission's December 1997 Green Paper on the convergence of the 
telecommunications, media and IT sectors, and the implications for regulation. A review of the 
regulatory framework for telecommunications and information society is foreseen in the year 2000. 
 
The EP has always given much attention to the telecommunications sector, calling for a speedy 
introduction of a European strategic plan which stimulates investment, establishes European standards, 
                                                            
1  Commission Directive 96/19/EC (OJ L 74/13, 22.3.1996), amending Commission Directive 90/388/EEC. 
2  COM(97) 290 final, 30.7.1997. 
3  COM(93) 700 of 5.12.1993. 
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launches R&D initiatives and pilot schemes (for example: mutually compatible mobile telephone 
systems) and liberalises monopoly-dominated markets and fosters co-operation. The EP has attempted 
to strike a satisfactory balance between the liberalisation needed to enable the market to develop and 
the regulation needed in order to protect consumers. The EP is in favour of liberalisation of 
telecommunications markets, but has repeatedly pointed to the danger of exacerbating social division 
should liberalisation lead to unequal access to the telecommunications infrastructures and services. The 
EP has therefore always made its agreement to a liberalisation of the telecommunications sector subject 
to the parallel establishment of a comprehensive universal services concept. In the framework of 
universal service everything possible must be done to prevent the existing gap between regions with 
differing levels of development from widening still further as a result of extreme variations in 
telecommunication prices and availability of services.  
 
The European Parliament had emphasised the importance of the consumer benefiting from the 
liberalisation of the telecommunications sector and has called for number portability and carrier (pre) 
selection for fixed local access providers with significant market power to be introduced as soon as 
possible. The Parliament has used the codecision procedure to have its amendments accepted, for 
example in the application of ONP to voice telephony. 
 
During 1998 and 1999, the attention of the European Parliament has shifted from telecommunications 
to general issues of the information society such as electronic commerce, employment effects, 
management of the Internet, electronic signatures, copyright and the Year 2000 computer problem. 
Parliament is actively involved in the revision of existing telecommunications legislation which will 
shift attention from specific EU liberalisation legislation to general competition rules and which will 
take account of the convergence of telecommunications, media and computer technology.  
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PART ONE 
 
RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ON THE BASIS OF 
REPORTS  PRESENTED BY THE COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC AND MONETARY 
AFFAIRS AND INDUSTRIAL POLICY 
 
This part includes the reports and resolutions for which the Committee on Economic and Monetary 
Affairs and Industrial Policy was the Committee responsible and which were adopted by the European 
Parliament during 1994-1999 legislative period. Only completed procedures have been taken into 
account. The first reference is the date of adoption of the resolution followed by the title, rapporteur’s 
name, the procedure reference as well as the session document number. Many of the legislative projects 
have been completed under the co-decision procedure of the Maastricht Treaty. The Treaty of 
Amsterdam is important to telecommunications sector as it has opened up new opportunities to 
complete legislative procedures more efficiently under the streamlined co-decision procedure and to 
broaden the influence of the European Parliament. 
 
 

Explanation of procedure references 
 
INI ……Own-Initiative Report 
 
 
CNS…..Consultation (single reading) 
Parliament’s opinion must be obtained before a legislative proposal from the Commission is adopted by 
the Council. This opinion is intended to influence the Council's decision.  
 
 
COS…...Non-legislative consultation  
 
 
COD…. Co-Decision  
Parliament shares decision-making power equally with the Council. If Council fails to take due account 
of Parliament's opinion in its common position, Parliament can prevent the adoption of the proposal. If 
Parliament decides to reject the proposal it cannot be adopted by the Council. To prevent this situation 
from arising, a conciliation committee (made up of Members of Parliament, the Council and the 
Commission) is convened to seek a compromise before Parliament's third reading under the Maastricht 
co-decision procedure. If agreement is still not reached, Parliament can reject the proposal definitively. 
 
The Amsterdam co-decision procedure aims to speed up and simplify the EU’s legislative process. The 
Amsterdam Treaty provides for a potentially major change in the functioning of the co-decision 
procedure by permitting it to be concluded at the first reading stage if the Council approves a 
Commission proposal that has not been amended by Parliament or if the Council agrees with all 
Parliament's amendments. 
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I - TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
 

 

1.  GENERAL POLICY 
 
 
 

7/04/95 
 

Report on the Communication from the Commission "Green Paper on the 
liberalisation of telecommunications infrastructure and cable television networks" 

(part one - principle and timetable) 
                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                  COS942184 
Mr. Mark Phillip HENDRICK                                                                                              A4-0063/95 
 
In its resolution, the European Parliament approved the options embodied in the Green Paper in terms 
of principle and timetable, especially the date of 1 January 1998 for the full liberalisation of 
infrastructures and called for liberalisation, and the privatisation planned in a number of Member 
States, to be rooted in a structurally adjusted Europe-wide strategy. It emphasised the need to give the 
public services the means to evolve and adapt, with better account being taken of the user's 
requirements and technological advances. The Parliament believed that immediate steps should be 
taken to enable pilot projects to be launched in preparation for a telecommunications market that is to 
be liberalised from 1 January 1998 (e.g. with a view to improving interoperability and to trans-
European networks). The Parliament drew the attention to the fact that the unobstructed provision of 
telecommunications services is an essential part of the implementation of the Single Market. The 
Parliament  reiterated its request to the Commission to draw up an anti-concentration directive, taking 
account of the development of telecommunications as the 'information society' approaches, competition 
law being incapable of ensuring pluralism on its own. It supported the view that full liberalisation of 
infrastructure makes it necessary to define the public service duties of all operators and to create a 
regulatory model that guarantees equal and non-discriminatory access for service providers and 
prioritises network connections to public institutions. The Parliament noted the growing inter-
relationship and cross-ownership between different branches of the information, communications and 
cultural sectors. The Parliament attaches great importance to pluralism, cultural diversity and freedom 
of access to the means of dissemination of information and culture. It called on the Commission and the 
Council to ensure that open access to European Union infrastructure by third-country operators is based 
on reciprocity. The Parliament also asked the Commission to examine the possibility of a draft 
Directive concerning the creation of a European Regulatory Authority in telecommunications.  
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19/05/95 
 

Report on the Commission Green Paper on the liberalisation of 
telecommunications infrastructure and cable television networks - Part II: A 

common approach to the provision of infrastructure for telecommunications in the 
European Union 

                                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                  COS952016 
Mr. Mark Phillip HENDRICK                                                                                              A4-0111/95  
 
In its resolution, the European Parliament drew the attention of the Commission and the Council to the 
necessity of ensuring an affordable universal service with a high level of quality to all citizens of the 
Union within acceptable connection times, and called for provisions concerning universal service to be 
defined and submitted by the Commission. The Parliament called for the establishment of national 
universal service funds to finance on the basis of the real costs the expenditure of provision of universal 
service. The Parliament gave notice that it will insist on parallelism in legislative proposals on 
liberalisation of telecommunications and the definition and application of universal service. It also 
considered that market forces alone will not provide the necessary coverage of the whole of the Union 
and called for public investments be made to achieve the critical mass in new technologies and 
applications, competition, interconnection, interoperability and access rights. It supported the approach 
by the Commission that the rights and obligations of infrastructure providers to ensure interconnection 
must be embodied in an interconnection ONP Directive, leaving, however, the implementation of 
interconnection and interoperability to a contract-based approach between operators. It rejected the idea 
that network operators should have a free right to decide which broadcasters (TV and radio) are 
distributed over the cable networks and demanded that the so-called ‘must carry rules’ be retained for 
broadcasting programmes. It considered that the maintenance of technical standards for interconnection 
and interoperability is essential and asked the Commission to give consideration to the setting up of an 
Industry Forum to work with the European telecommunications and electronics manufacturers to 
discuss these issues and advise existing organisations. The Parliament requested that the European 
Regulatory Authority must ensure that granting of licences is subject to safeguards against the use of 
networks for criminal and anti-social activities, e.g. pornography, and that rigid rules are applied to 
safeguard consumer rights and protection with regard to shopping and new services. A combination of 
European and national funds should be used to make the information networks available to lesser-used 
languages of the EU.  The Parliament also pointed out that many remote areas are currently cut off 
from the range of mobile communications and requests that special investment and research funds be 
made available to ensure that these networks are included in remote areas. It took the view that data 
protection must be ensured in such a way that the individual, sensitive information remains within the 
legal sphere of the individual and that the protection of sensitive confidential information is guaranteed. 
The Parliament also asked special consideration be given to Eastern European countries in helping 
them to develop their telecommunications infrastructures in line with the rest of the EU.  
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12/12/96 
 

Report on the Communication from the Commission on universal service for 
telecommunications in the perspective of a fully liberalised environment - an 

essential element of the information society 
                                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                  COS962052 
Mrs. Pervenche  BERES                                                                                                        A4-0389/96 
 
Parliament considered that the liberalisation of telecommunications should be coupled with a 
strengthening of a universal service. It stressed the fact that the definition of universal service at 
European level should be as broad as possible in order to avoid disparities between the Member States. 
The list of universal service provision must be adapted periodically. There must also be the guarantee 
that local calls of conventional duration can be made at an affordable price, and public access to 
services must be made available in institutions such as schools and libraries. It asked the Commission 
therefore to prepare a document on a coherent strategy for universal access. In order to be able to 
assure correctly the financing of the universal service, Parliament considered that a fund must be 
established as the only way of providing effective and transparent management. This fund would 
finance, on the basis of real costs, the expenditure on the provision of universal service and funds 
would be contributed by all operators of infrastructure and services in proportion to their respective 
market share and the gross profitability of their revenues. Parliament called on the Commission to 
submit before the end of 1997 a study to determine whether and to what extent other beneficiaries of 
the liberalisation process, including new service providers, could contribute to the financing of the 
universal service. 
 
 
17/07/97 
 

Report on the Commission Green Paper on a numbering policy for 
telecommunications services in Europe 

 
                                                                                                                                                  COS962261 
Mr. W. G. van VELZEN                                                                                                        A4-0215/97 
 
The Parliament expressed itself in favour of harmonisation of legislation on telecommunications to 
introduce carrier selection and preselection and number portability throughout the Union. As of 1 
January 1998, users are to have at their disposal a simple and non-discriminatory mechanism enabling 
them to select the carrier of their choice on a call-by-call basis. From the year 2000, carrier preselection 
(users decide in advance on the long-distance carrier of their choice but they can override by using 
prefixes) is to be introduced.  Also from 1 January 2000, number portability for the local loop should 
be available in major population centers. Number portability should also be extended to mobile and 
personal communication networks. Parliament called on the Commission to amend its legislation so as 
to enable number portability (transferability of numbers when the service supplier changes, including 
non-geographical special service numbers) to be introduced as soon as possible, and no later than 1 
January 2000. The report also advocated harmonizing the prefix codes for reaching alternative 
operators and better coordination of national codes. However, Parliament considered it premature to 
propose introducing the figure '3' as an international prefix for the whole of Europe. 
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22/10/98 
 

Report on the Communication from the Commission: Green paper on the 
convergence of the telecommunications, media and information technology sectors, 

and the implications for regulation 
 

                                                                                                                                                  COS972294 
Mr. Reino PAASILINNA                                                                                                       A4-0328/98 
 
Parliament pointed out firstly what should be understood by 'convergence': this is the process by which 
network platforms and technological transmission channels for electronic communication grow 
together or become interchangeable. Parliament called on the Commission to clarify the definitions 
applicable to phenomena associated with convergence and to submit an analysis of the media 
equipment which households have and of media use, providing European and international 
comparisons. Parliament considered that the transport of information through the different networks 
should be regulated under a single framework rather than having specific frameworks for the different 
networks (except for those needed for the management of radio frequency spectrum and other scarce 
resources). It also considered that adequate regulation, reflecting a balance in the law on the media, 
telecommunications and competition would ensure security for investors and legal certainty. Any 
introduction of new regulations or adaptation of existing regulations should include evaluation of the 
impact of convergence on employment and work-related developments. Taking the view that 
convergence should be reflected in European rule-making to encourage interoperability and the 
development of straightforward and user-friendly interfaces, Parliament called for the EU to support 
open standards and platforms and interoperable applications. It called also for strict implementation of 
Community competition law and calls for providers of conditional access and pay TV services to be 
obliged to offer all technical and customer services separately. With regard to consumer protection, 
Parliament called on the Commission to draw up a draft directive to close the remaining loopholes, but 
called for a cautious attitude towards regulating new services: regulation should only be introduced 
where and when it proves necessary for safeguarding the interests of consumers and the general public.  
 
 
 
09/02/99 
 

Report on the Commission Communication on the first monitoring report on 
universal service in telecommunications in the European Union 

                                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                  COS982048 
Mrs. Imelda Mary READ                                                                                                      A4-0386/98  
 
Parliament noticed the continuing improvement in service levels, price and quality. However, it was 
surprised by a fall in the rate of household penetration by the telephone and feels that this requires an 
explanation. The Parliament felt that not enough had been done to provide special tariffs for low-
income users nor to provide "special arrangements" for disabled users and therefore considered that a 
distinction should be made between occasional users and disadvantaged users as regards tariff 
arrangements to the advantage of the latter. The Parliament was concerned by the lack of clear 
specifications in national rules and regulations on arrangements for measuring affordability and calls 
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for measures to reinforce consumers' rights and, by means of a comparison of Member State criteria for 
measuring affordability, achieve greater non-binding harmonisation of the relevant national legislation. 
The Parliament has drawn attention to the obligation of Member States to provide affordable prices 
throughout their territory, including rural and high-cost areas. The resolution stressed that the strong 
growth in cellular telephone penetration does not justify cutting back on public payphones. The 
Parliament considered that, as soon as competition permitted, it could be desirable to for the choice of 
operator responsible for the universal service to be determined by competitive tendering, having due 
regard to the quality of service provided. It placed priority on the need to promote public internet 
access for all, to be considered when the ONP directives come up for review in 2000. Finally, it wished 
to see an increased provision of schemes, which provide automatic conversion to the supply of services 
most suited to users' consumption patterns. 
 
 
 
04/05/99 
 

Report on the Green Paper on Radio Spectrum Policy in the context of European 
Community policies such as telecommunications, broadcasting, transport, and 

R&D 
 
                                                                                                                                                  COS982236 
Mr. Felipe CAMISON ASENSIO                                                                                         A4-0202/99 
 
The resolution approved the initiative by the Commission of starting a debate on all aspects of radio 
spectrum policy, which are pertinent in the Community and global context. The Parliament considered 
that a new approach should be initiated, where harmonised policy-making with regard to frequency 
availability should be the rule so as to allow for systematically pan-European services, while allowing 
the preservation of legitimate issues of national decision-making where these are justified, in particular 
for the management and assignment of frequencies. 
 
The Parliament also called for: 
- a strengthening of procedures to be implemented at EU level to guarantee that the positions of the    
  Community and its Member States are coordinated in all circumstances in the international bodies; 
-  a systematic planning framework for the usage of frequencies to be initiated and implemented at EU- 
    wide scale; 
-  frequency allocations to be subject to harmonised criteria regarding efficient use, and that the use of   
   already allocated frequencies be periodically assessed for all sectors, both commercial and public,                        
   so as to avoid their sub-optimal utilisation; 
-  radio spectrum policy and spectrum management to facilitate technological innovation and stimulate    
   competition; 
-  revenues raised through the use of radio spectrum to be dedicated to enhance radio spectrum   
   availability and efficiency. 
 
The Parliament confirmed its strong support for harmonised European and, whenever possible,  
international standards developed basing on a wide industry consensus. It insisted on the need to ensure 
that the neighbouring countries of the Union, in particular CEECs and Mediterranean countries are 
involved at early stages so as to prepare for pan-European harmonised bands. Finally, the Parliament 
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called for securing the spectrum for research, science and non-profit applications of public interest such 
as Amateur Radio service.  
 

2.  COMPETITION POLICY 
 
 
01/02/96 
 

Report on the draft Commission Directive amending Commission Directive 
90/388/EEC regarding the implementation of full competition in 

telecommunications markets 
 
                                                                                                                                                  COS952251 
Mrs. Imelda  Mary  READ                                                                                                    A4-0334/95 
 
The European Parliament approved the draft directive on full competition in telecommunications 
markets, whilst proposing a series of amendments aimed at: 
- doing away with the automatic granting of long additional transition periods for Member States with   
  less-developed networks or very small networks. An additional transition period of up to five years    
  could be available if it were effectively justified by the necessity of implementing structural   
  adjustments; 
- ensuring consumer protection, particularly with regard to continuity in numbering in the case of a  
  change of service provider; 
- ensuring that the rates applied by the telecommunications organizations for interconnection to their  
  networks reasonably reflect the cost of providing the service; pricing must be transparent and any  
  discounts or special rates for tailor-made interconnection packages must be granted on a non-   
  discriminatory basis; 
- requiring public telecommunications network operators to provide open and non-discriminatory  
  access where competitors do not have economic alternatives and giving public notification of the  
  interconnection terms; 
- requiring all providers of services to contribute to the provision and financing of the universal service  
  obligation (the Commission proposed limiting participation in this obligation to providers of voice  
  telephony services and public telecommunications networks); 
- ensuring that Member States guarantee that technical equipment is connected to any new network and  
  that telecommunications organizations cannot restrict such connection. 
 
On 13 March 1996 the procedure was finalised by the Commission Directive 96/19/EC amending the 
Directive 90/388/EEC.  
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16/07/97 
 

Report on the proposal for a European Parliament and Council Directive 
amending Council Directives 90/387/EEC and 92/44/EEC for the purpose of 

adaptation to a competitive environment in telecommunications 
 
                                                                                                       COD950280 
Mr. Fernand  H.J.  HERMAN                                                    A4-0240/97, A4-0402/96, A4-0144/96 
 
Parliament emphasised that 'universal service' means a defined minimum service of specified quality 
which is accessible to all users everywhere and at an affordable price with no limitation connected with 
specific national conditions. It called on the Commission to submit, before 31 January 1997, a draft 
Directive on the costing and financing of universal service. The EP added the protection of the 
environment and town planning to the 'essential requirements' on the basis of which a Member State 
may restrict access to public telecommunications networks or public telecommunications services. 
Parliament confirmed the independence of national regulatory authorities and also called for the 
establishment of a European Regulatory Authority. Tariffs must be non-discriminatory and guarantee 
equality of treatment, except for restrictions  which are compatible with Community law. Also, any 
charge for access must take into account the principle of fair sharing in the net cost (not the global cost) 
of the resources used and the need for a reasonable level of return on investment. The EP finally 
approved the joint text of the Conciliation Committee. The joint text also stipulated that consideration 
would be given to the establishment of a European regulatory authority and that portability of numbers 
would be genuinely implemented in order to eliminate any obstacle which might prevent users from 
choosing their supplier.  
 
Following the agreement reached on a joint text in the Conciliation Committee, on 6 October 1997, the 
Council adopted Directive amending Directives 90/387/EEC and  92/44/EEC in  
telecommunications sector (final act 97L0051).  
 
 
 
17/07/97 
 

Report on the draft Communication from the Commission on the application of the 
competition rules to access agreements in the telecommunications sector 

 
                                                                                                                                                 COS962280 
Mr. Stylianos ARGYROS                                          A4-0213/97 
 
The aim of the draft communication was to set out how the Commission intends to apply the 
competition rules to access agreements in the telecommunications sector. The Commission considered 
that in the telecommunications sector access agreements were the essential elements which allow those 
involved in the market to benefit from liberalisation. The communication thus presented a group of 
rules seeking to assist the companies providing telecommunications services to have access to existing 
networks in competition with current suppliers. 
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Parliament expressed support for the Commission's efforts to formulate the principles which would 
govern the agreements affording new operators access to public contract procedures in the field of 
telecommunications and the enforcement of the competition rules by the national regulatory authorities.  
It called on the Member States which had requested an extension of the deadline for liberalisation to 
step up their efforts to fulfil the necessary conditions for liberalising the telecommunications sector so 
that a single European market could be established. It called on the Commission to clarify how it 
intended to regulate international access agreements between the liberalised and non-liberalised 
telecommunications markets during the period in which certain Member States would be exempt from 
full liberalisation, in order to ensure fair competition during that transitional period. Parliament called 
for a European regulatory authority to be set up, particularly to resolve technical problems, while at the 
same time advocating that cooperation between national regulatory authorities and the Commission be 
stepped up. It considered that national regulatory authorities should be independent of the public 
organizations supplying telecommunications networks and that it should be possible to fine enterprises 
which breached Community competition rules. 
 
 Parliament went on to call on the Commission: 
-  to clarify the relation between the forthcoming ONP directive on interconnection and access   
   agreements, ensure that they were compatible and determine the extent to which the directive applied  
   to access agreements, with particular regard to the provisions concerning the possibility of recourse to  
   the European level for the settlement of disputes; 
-  to adopt a more flexible and global approach to assessing dominant positions; 
-  to specify provision of equal access as one of the principal obligations of all telecommunications  
   network providers and to ensure that the technical specifications required for access, the digital      
   broadcasting sector included, did not constitute a means of abusing a dominant position. 
 
Parliament stressed the importance of greater pricing transparency and that prices should be  
determined in the light of objective criteria (prices should not be excessive). Lastly, Parliament stressed 
the need for the Community regulatory framework for access agreements to be consistent with the 
regulations applying in third countries, and urged the Commission to take this into account in 
negotiations with these countries.  
 
 
 

3.  OPEN NETWORK PROVISIONS (ONP) 
 
 
11/06/97 
 

Report on the proposal for a European Parliament and Council Directive on 
interconnection in telecommunications with regard to ensuring universal service 

and interoperability through application of the principles of Open Network 
Provision (ONP) 

 
                                                                                                       COD950207 
Mr. Imelda  Mary  READ                                                           A4-0171/97, A4-0276/96, A4-0017/96 
 

The objective of this Directive was to permit new entrants to the market to interconnect their equipment 
to that of existing market operators. This measure was needed for the effective liberalisation of the 
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telecommunications sector on 1 January 1998. 
The European Parliament proposed, in particular: 
-  conferring on the Commission increased powers of action with a view to rules 
   being laid down at European level. This could result in the establishment of a European  
   Regulatory Authority; 
-  clarifying certain control rules; 
-  limiting obligations relating to transparency and accounting separation to various large organizations; 
-  encouraging competition whilst preventing penetration of the market by inefficient players; 
 - encouraging investment rather than physical collocation; 
 - ensuring numbering continuity and number portability when changing supplier; 
-  clarifying the concept of universal service in the directive, with the introduction of European     
   legislation, and sharing the cost of universal service between all operators. 
 
On the basis of this report, the Parliament approved the joint text of the Conciliation Committee of the 
European Parliament and the Council. 
The compromise mainly concerned the following points: 
- financing of universal service; 
- facilitating market entry for new operators; 
- interconnection charges; 
- the setting up of a European Regulatory Authority;  
- settlement of cross-border disputes; 
- portability of subscriber numbers.     
 
The EP and Council Directive 97/33/EC on interconnection in telecommunications with regard to 
ensuring universal service and interoperability through application of the principles of Open Network 
Provision (ONP) was adopted on 30 June 1997 (final act 97L0033). 
 
 
 
29/01/98 
 

Report on the proposal for a EP and Council Directive on the application of Open 
Network Provision (ONP) to voice telephony, and on universal service for 

telecommunications in a competitive environment (replacing European Parliament 
and Council Directive 95/62/EC) 

 
                                                                                                        COD960226 
Mrs. Imelda Mary READ                              A4-0013/98, A4-0263/97, A4-0049/97 
 
The objective of this Directive was to harmonise conditions to ensure open and effective access to fixed 
public telephone networks and the conditions for their use in an open and competitive market 
environment in accordance with the principles of ONP. Parliament asked that the Commission 
regularly examine to what extent further provisions of this Directive can be applied to mobile 
telephony given the continuing integration of fixed and mobile telecommunications technology. 
Member States may to some extent impose additional universal service requirements. Subscribers have 
the right, free of charge, to have an entry in publicly available directories and have the possibility to 
receive compensation in the case of incorrect entry of details in the directories. Subscribers also have 
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the right to withhold their details from publicly available directories and to restrict the use of that 
information for commercial purposes without any charge. The Commission will develop common rules 
for monitoring the tariffs and will determine the frequency of the monitoring by the Member States. 
The Commission will consider in its report on universal service to be published before 1 January 1998 
whether other beneficiaries of the liberalisation process in the telecommunications sector can contribute 
to the financing of universal service. Another series of amendments aimed at ensuring that the most 
vulnerable consumers and the geographically less favoured areas can benefit from an adequate service 
in the context of liberalisation. On 29 January 1998 the EP approved the joint text which emerged from 
the conciliation procedure with Council. During the conciliation, Parliament had obtained satisfaction 
on such points as the concept for affordable prices, services to users changing operator, special services 
for the disabled (equality of access to services at affordable prices), the principle that rises in the price 
of universal service should be limited, consumer protection, the quality of services in contracts and 
commitology.  
 
The EP and Council Directive 98/10/EC replacing the Directive 95/62/EC was adopted on 26 March 
1998 (final act 98L0010). 
 
 
14/05/1998 
 

Report on the proposal for a EP and Council Directive amending Directive 
97/33/EC with regard to operator number portability and carrier pre-selection  

  
                                                                                                                             COD970250 
 Mr. W. G. van VELZEN                                                                                  A4-0127/98, A4-0346/97 
 

The objective of the proposed directive was to guarantee equal quantitative and qualitative access to 
numbering resources for all market players. In its second reading, the Parliament approved the Council 
common position. However Parliament called for the national regulatory authorities to ensure that 
pricing for interconnection related to the provision of this facility was cost-oriented and that direct 
charges to consumers, if any, did not act as a disincentive for the use of this facility.  
 
As a Community measure, the EP and Council Directive 98/61/EC amending Directive 97/33/EC with 
regard to operator number portability and carrier pre-selection was adopted on 24 September 1998 
(final act 98L0061). 
 
 The main changes to the 'interconnection' directive (Directive 97/33/EC) were as follows: 
- the national regulatory authorities must encourage early introduction of operator number portability 
and ensure that this service is available by 1 January 2000 or, in countries which have been granted an 
additional transitional period, as soon as possible thereafter, but no later than two years after any later 
date agreed for full liberalisation of voice telephony services; 
- number portability is to apply to geographical as well as non-geographical numbers; 
- references to the integrated services digital network (ISDN) are included, specifying that the 
subscriber should have access to number portability and carrier pre-selection regardless of the network 
used; 
- in the interest of the consumer, national regulatory authorities may extend the obligation to provide 
carrier pre-selection with core-by-core override to organisations operating public telecommunications 
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networks without significant market power, where this does not impose a disproportionate burden on 
such organisations or create a barrier to entry in the market for new operators; 
- deferment of the obligations arising from the directive may be requested where the Member State 
concerned can prove that they would impose an excessive burden on certain organisations or classes of 
organisation. 
 
 

4.  LICENSING 
 
20/02/97 
 

Report on the proposal for a EP and Council Directive on a common framework 
for general authorisations and individual licences in the field of 

telecommunications services 
 
                                                                                                                             COD950282 
Mr. W. G. van VELZEN                                                                                   A4-0051/97, A4-0142/96 
 
The aim of the Directive was to complete the regulatory framework with a view to the complete 
liberalisation of telecommunications in 1998, by establishing a common framework for the granting of 
general authorisations and licenses. The proposed directive concerned also the establishment and/or 
operation of infrastructure necessary for the provision of such services. Radio and television 
broadcasting were expressly excluded from the scope of the directive. The Member States must 
guarantee the independence of the national regulatory authorities. Parliament specified the purposes for 
which the Member States may require individual licences as well as the requirements, time limits and 
appeals procedures with regard to individual licences. Parliament also called on the Member States 
periodically to review whether the availability of frequencies could be increased. Parliament proposed 
bringing forward the deadlines both for the implementation of the Directive (1 July 1998) and for 
harmonising the conditions attached to general authorisations (1 January 2000). Parliament called for 
the Commission, during the transitional period, to be authorised to  examine 'at any time' any 
conditions, criteria and/or procedures set out in a national authorisation. Parliament also required the 
Member States to introduce a procedure for appeals to an institution independent of the national 
regulatory authority against refusals to adopt provisional or definitive conditions, rejections of 
applications or refusals to consent to the provision of the service concerned without authorisation. 
Lastly it asked that the Commission, in the report which it is to present in 2000, make legislative 
proposals with a view to establishing a telecommunications committee responsible for coordinating all 
activities in this sector. The Commission accepted all the amendments adopted by the Parliament in the 
2nd reading.  
 
The outcome of this procedure was the adoption of the Directive 97/13/EC by the EP and Council on 
10 April 1997 (final act 97L0013). 
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5.  TRANS-EUROPEAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS NETWORKS (TENs) 
 
14/05/97 
 

Report on the proposal for a Council Decision on a series of guidelines for trans-
European telecommunications networks (TENs) 

 
                                                                                                       COD950124 
Mr.  Karsten  Friedrich  HOPPENSTEDT                               A4-0166/97, A4-0222/96, A4-0336/95 
 
Initial proposal: 

The Parliament approved the principle of trans-European telecommunications networks and the 
proposed guidelines, but expressed some criticism both on the strategy proposed and on the procedure 
suggested. The report highlighted the need to attach particular importance to generic services in order 
to guarantee interoperability at European level and to avoid costly duplication. The report strengthened 
the need to set priorities so as to have a strategic vision of the actual medium-term objectives of the 
Trans-European Networks and to give priority to applications using ISDN and, in particular, Europe-
ISDN. Parliament called for particular attention to be paid to Euro-ISDN networks and, where there is a 
real demand, to IBC networks, for transboundary interregional initiatives to be stimulated, and for 
action strengthening ties with third countries (the countries of the Mediterranean, Central and Eastern 
Europe and the CIS etc.) to be undertaken. At the same time, Parliament called for an assessment of the 
social consequences of the deployment of networks. In the sphere of transport, Parliament asked for 
priority to be given to integrated multimodal transport and to other environment-friendly modes. 
Finally, Parliament proposed that telematics and teleadministration projects should be developed so as 
to improve communication in the sphere of public administration.  
 
EP vote at 3rd reading: 

The Parliament accepted the joint text approved by the Conciliation Committee on TENs. The 
agreement stipulated that the networks could take various forms including networks linking 
universities, research centers as well as all those involved in the health sector (doctors, hospital, 
laboratories). On the technical side, Parliament obtained satisfaction on a number of points: 
- concentration solely on real applications making use of networks which are available and can be 
used by broad sections of the general public; 

- assessment of the social consequences of the deployment of networks (e.g. with regard to 
teleworking); 

- the transnational character of projects to be guaranteed; 
- account to be taken of the linguistic needs and specific requirements of less developed regions; 
- in the cultural sphere, action should not be confined to preserving the heritage  but should also 
promote creative work; 

The agreement also provided for the drawing-up of an exhaustive list of those of the common-interest 
projects which should enjoy a certain priority. These were generic services (European directories, a 
trans-European ‘kiosk’, electronic signature, etc.), applications of distance learning of public interest, 
services to SMEs, telematics services for transport, environment, health and culture. The agreement 
also included satellite communications as a common-interest project.  
 
The EP and Council Decision 1336/97/CE concerning a series of guidelines for TENs was adopted on 
17 June 1997 (final act 97D1336). 
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6.  FINANCIAL AND TAXATION ISSUES 
 
 
18/09/97 
 
 

Report on the Communication from the Commission on assessment criteria for 
national schemes for the costing and financing of universal service in 

telecommunications and guidelines for the Member States on the operation of such 
schemes 

 
                                                                                                                                                  COS962268 
Mr. W. G. van VELZEN                                                                                                        A4-0270/97  
 
Parliament expressed its disapproval of the fact that the important subject of universal service was 
regulated in a variety of directives and communications. It called for a consolidated directive on 
telecommunications and a directive on costing and financing the universal service to be drawn up at an 
early date. It asked the Commission to publish an overview of legislation on the financing of universal 
telecommunications service in the Member States. Parliament subscribed to the principle that the rules 
for universal telecommunications service should only relate to the costs to be charged to the provision 
of the universal service. It considered that net costs should be calculated on the basis of procedures and 
criteria which were objective, transparent, non-discriminatory and which satisfied the principle of 
proportionality.It called on the Commission to ensure that market operators were not asked to make a 
contribution to universal service for as long as  there were no cost-based interconnection tariffs in a 
Member State as well as to ensure that Member States seeking to finance the net costs of universal 
service in the telecommunications sector from the public budget only took such action if it fully 
conformed with the rules on state aid, in order to prevent an unfair advantage for existing enterprises. 
Finally, Parliament emphasised that, even after tariff restructuring, each citizen should have the right to 
a connection which was affordable and that a universal service mechanism could be set up for this 
purpose. 
 
 
 
06/05/99 
 

Report on the proposal for a Council Directive amending Directive 77/388/EEC as 
regards the value added tax arrangements applicable to telecommunications 

services 
 
                                                                                                                             CNS970030 
Mr. Patrick COX                                                                                               A4-0266/99, A4-0376/97 
 
The report approved the Commission proposal for a Council directive amending directive 77/388/EEC 
as regards the value added tax arrangements applicable to telecommunications services, subject to 
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amendments, notably in the following areas: 
- providing that telecommunications service within the meaning of the proposed directive will include  
  provision of access to global information networks; 
- given that the necessary conditions for the changeover to the definitive arrangements will not be  
  fulfilled in the short term, proposing a derogation to the proposed directive with regard to taxation,  
  under which the provision of services to taxable persons by a service provider established abroad are  
  taxed wherever the customer is established; 
- providing that Member States shall bring into force the laws, regulations and administrative  
  provisions necessary to comply with the proposed directive by 01/01/2000 (rather then 01/01/1999). 
 
The outcome of the procedure was the adoption of the Council Directive amending Directive 
77/388/EEC as regards the value added tax arrangements applicable to telecommunications services on 
17 June 1999. 
 
 
 

7.  PROCUREMENT 
 
 
16/12/97 

 
Report on the proposal for a EP and Council Directive amending Directive 

93/38/EEC co-ordinating the procurement procedures of entities operating in the 
water, energy, transport and telecommunications sectors 

 
                                                                                                        COD950080 
Mr. Werner  LANGEN                                                                A4-0398/97, A4-0159/97, A4-0022/96 
 
Parliament approved the joint text of the Directive, approved by the Conciliation Committee, amending 
the 1993 Directive coordinating the procurement procedures of entities operating in the water, energy, 
transport and telecommunications sectors. The objective was to amend this Directive on public 
contracts to render its provisions compatible with the Agreement on Government Procurement reached 
in the Uruguay Round. The amendments presented by the Parliament aimed at specifically exempting 
private businesses from certain obligations with regard to providing information and statistics. 
Additional obligations for the private sector should be rejected since the GATT agreement on 
government procurement is only binding on public contracting bodies. Almost all amendments 
proposed by the Parliament were approved in joint text of the Directive.  
 
On 16 February 1998, the EP and Council Directive 98/4/EC amending Directive 93/38/EEC co-
ordinating the procurement procedures of entities operating in the water, energy, transport and 
telecommunications sectors was adopted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  Achievements Telecommunications & Information Society 
 
 

 - 23 -   PE 168.517 

8.  CABLE TV AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS NETWORKS 
 
15/06/95 
 

Report concerning the draft Commission Directive amending Commission 
Directive 90/388/EEC regarding the abolition of the restrictions on the use of cable 

television networks for the provision of telecommunications services 
 
                                                                                                                                                  COS952027 
Mr. Fernand H. J. HERMAN                                                                                                A4-0129/95 
 
In its resolution, the Parliament welcomed the substance of the draft Commission directive. 
Nevertheless, it warned the Commission against the tendency to underestimate the importance of public 
service tasks and the related constraints and called on it once again to give as quickly as possible, in 
connection with the liberalisation of various sectors, a definition of the concept of public service. The 
Parliament opposed moves towards unilateral liberalisation which would affect only the 
telecommunications sector, thereby giving cable network operators an unfair competitive advantage.  
The Parliament pointed out that the liberalisation envisaged by the draft Commission directive merely 
anticipated the larger-scale opening up to competition scheduled for 1 January 1998 and called on the 
Commission to ensure that its measures are consistent with the rules based on Article 100a of the 
Treaty now being drawn up, particularly as regards the universal service.  
Therefore the EP proposed several modifications to the draft text. 
 
The Directive 95/51/EC amending the Directive 90/388/EEC was adopted on 18 October 1995. 
 
 
09/02/99 
 

Report on the draft Commission Directive amending Directive 90/388/EEC in 
order to ensure that telecommunications networks and cable TV networks owned 

by a single operator are separate legal entities 
                                                                                                                                                  COS982051 
Mr. Graham R. WATSON                                                                                                     A4-0487/98 
 
The proposal for a European Commission directive stipulated that the Member States must ensure that 
any telecommunications body to which special or exclusive rights are granted for the relevant radio 
frequencies, or which they control, and which, in a substantial part of the single market, occupy a 
dominant position and exploit a cable television network by virtue of special or exclusive rights do not 
utilise for exploitation purposes the same legal body as for its public  telecommunications network. The 
resolution approved the draft Commission directive but asked the Commission to make amendments in 
the following areas: 
- ensuring that "dominant position" relates to the sway of organisations in the provision of public  
  telecommunications and voice telephony service; 
- proposing that the Commission should review the application of the proposed directive when the   
  immediate anomaly arising from the historic position of some former telecommunications monopolies   
  has been remedied. 
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Concerning this issue, the Directive 90/388/CEE was amended by the Commission Directive 
1999/64/CE  on 23 June 1999. 

 
 

9.  THE INTERNAL MARKET FOR TELECOMMUNICATIONS TERMINAL 
EQUIPMENT 

 
 
10/02/99 
 

Report on the proposal for a EP and Council Directive on connected 
telecommunications equipment and the mutual recognition of the conformity of 

equipment (directives  91/263/EEC, 93/97/EEC) 
 

 
                                                                                                        COD970149 
Mrs. Imelda Mary READ                                                            A4-0055/99, A4-0337/98, A4-0023/98 
 
The purpose of the Directive was to establish a Community regulatory framework for the placing on 
the market, free movement and putting into service in the Community of radio equipment and 
telecommunications terminal equipment. The European Parliament adopted a number of amendments 
designed to render more stringent the basic requirements with which equipment must comply. 
Parliament called for the adoption of measures to facilitate free movement of equipment. It was 
important to lay down that Member States were not permitted to prohibit or restrict the placing on the 
market and putting into service in their territory of apparatus that met the criteria laid down in the 
Directive. Parliament called for the adoption of specific measures concerning equipment used by radio 
amateurs. The amendments particularly aimed at making it possible to ascertain without difficulty the 
source of failures or disturbances caused by inadequate connections or non-compliant equipment as 
well as ensuring that the consequenes are limited for users or networks. Parliament stressed the 
importance of protecting the health and safety of users or any other persons, which were essential 
requirements applicable to all equipment. Parliament considered that if a telecommunications operator 
shows that equipment which has been declared compliant with the Directive causes damage to his 
network or is not being used properly, the surveillance authority may authorise him to refuse to connect 
the equipment to his network. Parliament also stipulated that if a Member State ascertains that 
equipment within the scope of the Directive does not comply with its requirements, it should take all 
appropriate measures in its territory to obviate the consequences of non-compliance, for example by 
authorising operators to refuse to connect the equipment to their networks, by withdrawing the 
equipment from the market and by prohibiting its placing on the market or restricting its free 
movement.  
 
On 9 March 1999, the EP and Council Directive 99/5/EC was adopted (final act 99L0005) replacing 
two directives (91/263/EEC on telecommunications terminal equipment and 93/97/EEC on satellite 
earth station equipment) and simplifying two other Directives (93/68/EEC on conformity marking and 
89/336/EEC on electromagnetic compatibility). It supplemented horizontal Community legislation and 
was fully aligned with the Global Approach to testing and certification. As regards manufacturers' 
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liability, provisions equivalent to those contained in Directive 85/374/EEC on liability for 
defective products were incorporated in order to cover telecommunications requirements.  
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II - INFORMATION  SOCIETY 
 

1995 

 
16/02/95 
 

Resolution on the G7 conference on the information society 
                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                   RSP952516 
                                                                                                                                                   R4-3016/95 
 
The Parliament deplored the fact that the public services of the G7 member states, together with the 
Commission had given preference to relations with and consultation of businessmen in the audiovisual 
industry by excluding users and employees. It strengthened the fact that freedom of information is as 
important for freedom of expression as for its dissemination and considered that information may not 
be regarded as a commodity. The Parliament was concerned at the risks of serious discrimination, first 
between citizens who have access to information and others who do not have the means for access, and 
secondly between rich countries and poor countries. In its opinion, the networks for distribution (by 
cable broadcasting) must be regarded as of public interest in view of the importance of information 
society. It confirmed that freedom of information and its open management are one of the essential 
elements of democracy and wished legislation to be implemented at the earliest possible date so as to 
permit open management of the network and freedom of access to networks. The Parliament also 
noticed that privatisation of the telecommunications networks was, as in other industries, taking place 
at user’s expense and accordingly called for any process of privatisation or merger to be open and 
monitored by the public authorities. It also called for action to prevent major corporations from taking a 
dominant position on the European information market, if necessary by breaking up the audiovisual 
monopolies which have been formed in some member States in order to provide freedom of access. 
The Parliament considered it essential, before setting up any network for the transfer of any kind of 
information, for the Commission to draft a proposal for a directive regulating freedom of access to the 
network, management of and definiton of the manager of the network, and the terms of ownership of 
the network.  
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1996 
 
28/03/96 
 

Report on the proposal for a Council Decision adopting a multi-annual Community 
programme to stimulate the development of a European multimedia content 
industry and to encourage the use of multimedia content in the emerging 

information society (INFO 2000) 
 
                                                                                                                                                  CNS950156 
Mrs. Pervenche BERES                                                                                                         A4-0052/96 
 
The resolution approved the Info 2000 programme for the European multimedia industry, subject to 
around fifty amendments aimed at emphasizing the concept of minimum levels of service to be 
provided by the multimedia (access, equal treatment, etc.), encouraging linguistic pluralism and 
ensuring that support is provided exclusively for EU undertakings. Parliament wished actions under the 
programme to: 
- support the development of applications serving the public interest (health, 
  education, training and regional planning for less-favoured regions); 
- give access to associations and NGOs; 
- give priority to the interests of citizens; 
- help reduce the risk of exclusion and inequality between regions; 
- be conducted in synergy with programmes covered by the fourth framework programme on research    
  and development (1994-1998). 
 
Moreover, Parliament considered that it was necessary to coordinate efforts at international level to 
combat the abuse of multimedia content (e.g. in connection with racism, illegal pornography and 
criminal offences).  Finally, activities conducted in cooperation with non-Community countries should 
be established on the basis of strict reciprocity.  
 
The Info 2000 programme was adopted by the Council Decision 96/339/EC (final act 96D0339). 
 
 
22/05/96               
 

Report on the Communication from the Commission on future development of the 
market in directories and other telecommunications information services in a 

competitive environment 
 
                                                                                                                                                  COS952261 
Mr.  Bryan  M. D. CASSIDY                                                                                                                    A4-0141/96 
 
The EP shared the Commission's views while insisting on respect for privacy, and more particularly on 
the following points: 
- the need to offer adequate protection to consumers and to provide, where the operator has recorded    
  data incorrectly, for the consumer to be compensated for any loss of income and any resultant   
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  inconvenience; 
- protecting consumers from misuse of directory information for criminal purposes; 
- the option for consumers, free of charge, to withhold their details from public directories or to restrict  
  the use of that information for commercial purposes; 
- the option for consumers to be given access to the telephone numbers of subscribers in a particular  
  area, even if more than one operator is present; telephone subscribers should be entitled to have free  
  printed copies of their local 'white pages' and  'yellow pages'; 
- the telephone directories of the various telecommunications operators should contain the telephone  
  and other telecommunications numbers of each other's subscribers. 
  Parliament also called for: 
- all operators who planned to be present on the directories' market and other telecommunications  
  information services to contribute to the provision of universal services; 
- new entrants into the directories market to be given access on fair, reasonable and non-discriminatory  
  terms to the names, addresses and telephone numbers of all telephone customers and for existing  
  operators not to be able to abuse their dominant positions by charging unreasonable prices for the  
  information provided; 
- the development of pan-European directory and enquiry services either in printed form or in the form  
  of interoperable data bases, and the development of a pan-European Directory Enquiries number  
  system; 
- telephone subscribers, but also their spouses or partners, to be able to have their name, address,  
  postcode and telephone number indicated in the directories free of charge; 
- directory enquiry services to be made available at a nominal charge or on a 'cost-plus' basis. 
 

 
19/09/96 
 

Report - on "Europe and the global information society" - Recommendations to the 
European Council"- on the communication from the Commission to the Council of 
the European Communities: "Europe's way to the information society: an action 

plan" 
 
                                                                                                                            COS942106 
Mr.  Fernand  H.J.  HERMAN                                                                        A4-0244/96, A4-0073/94 
 
Parliament reaffirmed a series of principles: information is not just an ordinary commodity and public 
authority has to guarantee its availability and pluralism; the information society must reduce the risks 
of a two-tier society and not increase them; it is necessary to set up a European Regulatory Authority 
and a strong regulatory framework. It also highlighted the role of the European Union (regulation, R & 
D and industrial policy measures) and the spheres of activity (in particular, public-interest activities 
such as health care, education and fighting social exclusion). It emphasised the role of the public 
authorities which have, inter alia, to guide, encourage and coordinate investment initiatives in 
agreement with the private sector, promote European standards enabling interconnection, encourage the 
dissemination of multimedia products on a pan-European scale, while taking into account specific 
linguistic and cultural characteristics, and formulate uniform rules for the control of concentrations. 
The adopted report addresses four areas: societal consequences and rights of the citizen; industrial 
policy and telecommunications; legal aspects, and intellectual property. In relation to industrial policy, 
Parliament stressed the need to ensure low-cost communications. Though liberalisation could 
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contribute to this objective, while increasing the supply of state-of-the-art products, it should not be 
based solely on the rules of competition but must be accompanied by a policy 
fostering universal service so as to encourage access to telecommunications services and contents for 
all citizens. At international level it should not lead to an opening up of the European markets to third-
country operators without reciprocity, both as regards contents and as regards networks and services. 
As a practical measure, the EP called for Community information to be disseminated free of charge on 
line and in all the official languages. 
 
 

1997 
 
26/06/97 
 

Report on the proposal for a Council Decision adopting a multiannual Community 
programme to stimulate the establishment of the Information Society in Europe 

(Information Society) 
 
                                                                                                                                                  CNS960283 
Mr. Mark Phillip HENDRICK                                                                                              A4-0163/97 
 
Parliament stressed that with this proposal the concern was to ensure additional financing exclusively 
for measures to achieve coordination between sectors covering common policies already involved in 
the development of the information society. Parliament made a certain number of amendments to the 
proposal. These included in particular an amendment which restricted the Commission's involvement in 
the organization of meetings of exports up to a ceiling of 10% of annual appropriations, an amendment 
requiring the Commission to keep the European Parliament informed of the work of the advisory 
committee and one which called for a consultation group to be established consisting of experts from 
industry and academia. Parliament also hoped that measures would be taken to monitor the 
effectiveness of spending on measures to establish the information society in Europe to ensure best use 
of Community funds for future programmes.  
 
On 30 March 1998 the Council adopted the Decision 98/253/EC (final act 98D0253) on a multiannual 
Community programme in order to stimulate the establishment of the Information Society in Europe 
(Information Society). The programme covers the period from 01/01/1998 to 31/12/2002. The financial 
reference amount for its implementation was ECU 25 m. 
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26/06/97 
 

Report on the Communications from the Commission on "The Information 
Society: From Corfu to Dublin - the new priorities", and "The Implications of the 
Information Society for European Union Policies" and "Europe at the Forefront of 

the Global Information Society: Rolling Action Plan" 
  
                                                                                                                                                  COS962169 
Mrs. Johanna L.A. BOOGERD-QUAAK                                                                            A4-0208/97 
 
The aim of this Commission Communication was to set out the main priority guidelines which would 
give a further boost to the Information Society. Parliament insisted that the global approach advocated 
by the Commission should take full account of the social and cultural aspects. It put a particular stress 
on education and training, and calls for the introduction of new  technologies in schools to be 
implemented in such a way as to reduce inequalities. Parliament believed that the development of the 
information society should ensure the protection of cultural and linguistic diversity within the Union, 
excluding all forms of discrimination based on race, gender, religion or social status. The Commission 
and the Council were called on to give 'high priority' to achieving the convergence of Member State 
law in the field of the information society, and to lose no time in dealing with unfinished business such 
as universal service and encrypted services. Parliament also demanded incentives for investment in the 
infrastructure of the information society, and wishes to see a climate in which innovative enterprises 
can prosper. It proposed linking all primary and secondary schools by means of a broad-band network 
with, at the minimum, a programme for pupils and a programme to instruct teachers in the use of 
information and communications technologies (ICT). The Commission and the Council were called on 
to pay particular attention to ICT access for women, the elderly, persons without formal education and 
groups liable to be excluded. Parliament also insisted that measures should be taken to protect the 
public from illegal and harmful material, and calls for EU support for research into the social 
implications of technological change under the fifth framework programme for research and 
development. It also wished to see priority support for large-scale, innovative and risk-taking projects. 
While supporting the extension of the Commission's powers as regards international negotiations, 
Parliament insisted on the need for dialogue between industrialised and developing countries to ensure 
that information and communications technologies contribute to social, economic, ecological and 
cultural development. 
   
26/06/97 
 

Report on the Communication from the Commission to the Council and the 
European Parliament on "Standardisation and the global information society: The 

European approach" 
 
                                                                                                                                                  COS962171 
Mr. Paul RÜBIG                                                                                                                     A4-0209/97 
 
Parliament welcomed the spirit of the Commission communication on 'standardisation and the global 
information society: the European approach', noting its rejection of the temptation of rigid or 
bureaucratic responses to the evolution of markets and technology. Parliament nonetheless considered 
it essential to continue efforts to improve the speed and efficiency of the standardization processes, 
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especially in the following fields: involvement of small and medium-sized enterprises and their 
representatives; involvement of consumers and their representatives; coordination of the work of 
national standards bodies; avoidance of duplicated efforts between CEN, CENELEC and ETSI; and 
standardization of software products. While Parliament agreed that a more flexible instrument than a 
full official standard, as well as a more open procedure, were necessary to respond to the challenge of 
fast-paced technological evolution, it considered that this kind of instrument could not be replaced by 
the indiscriminate use of 'de facto standards', which bear a risk of incompatibility, obsolescence, and 
creation of unjustified dominant positions. 
   
 
 
 
21/10/97 
 

Report on the Commission Report to the Council, the European Parliament, the 
Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions on an EU 

Action Plan: Satellite communications in the Information Society 
 
                                                                                                                                                  COS972039 
Mr. Karsten  Friedrich  HOPPENSTEDT                                                                           A4-0279/97 
 
The European Parliament approved the Commission's action plan for satellite communications. Taking 
the view that the European Union was in danger of being left behind its chief competitors in this area, 
Parliament called for urgent measures to be taken to assist the industries concerned. It called on the 
Commission to give priority to this matter, support joint projects in the field of trans-European 
networks, take measures to promote the development of a commercially viable European alternative to 
the American global positioning system (GPS).  
 
 In addition, Parliament stressed: 
- the strengthening of Europe's position at international level, particularly  within the context of the      
  WTO; 
- the development of cooperation between the Union and its competitors in particular the United    
  States, Russia, Japan and China; 
 - increase in support for research and development and cooperation in this area; 
- rapid harmonization of the technical standardisation of terminals and  receivers for advanced     
  broadband multimedia telecommunications satellites; 
 - the development of an approach based on market requirements; 
 
On 19 July 1999 the Council adopted a resolution relating to the Europe’s involvement in the new 
generation of satellite navigation services – Galileo – Definition phase (JOC221/99/P.1). This phase 
should ensure the organisation, define possibilities of utilisation and find its private financing. The 
European Union’s financial contribution to the Definition phase is 40 m euro. The total cost of the 
project is estimated at 3 bn euro for ten years, primarily financed from private sources. 
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1998 
 
13/1/98 

Report on Electronic Money and Economic and Monetary Union 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                  INI972187 
Mr. John Stevens                                                                                                                    A4-0417/97 
 

Parliament recommended that the future European Central Bank be involved in the oversight of the 
electronic marketplace in Europe. To this end, the Commission should put forward a proposal for the 
establishment of a regulatory framework for the issuance of electronic money which allows all 
institutions which meet the requirements of public confidence, interoperability and stability of the 
financial system to issue electronic money under a single European passport and the supervision of the 
competent authorities. Parliament called on the Commission to consider how electronic purses could be 
adapted to calculate the old national currency equivalents of sums in Euros. It considered that issuers 
should be required to furnish the ECB with such data as the bank deemed necessary in order to 
supervise the integrity of the financial system generally and to achieve other objectives of public 
policy, such as the fight against crime. Parliament called on the Council to institute a study of the 
integration of moves towards EMU and the Information Society, and called on the Commission: 
- to make proposals for a regulatory framework for the issue of the Euro smart card and the  
  management of smart card systems; 
- to promote, on the basis of the 5th framework R&D programme, activities in the field of encryption  
  software compatible with the worldwide use of electronic money. 
 
 
14/05/98 
  
Report on the common position adopted by the Council with a view to adopting a 
Council Directive substantively amending for the third time Directive 83/189/EEC 
laying down a procedure for the provision of information in the field of technical 

standards and regulations 
 
                                                                                                                             COD960220 
Mr. Mark Philip HENDRICK                                                                         A4-0151/98, A4-0147/97 
 
The objective of the Directive was to ensure greater transparency in future rules applying to 
Information Society services. Parliament amended the proposal, calling in particular for the 
establishment of an advisory group comprising experts from industry and universities which would 
have the task of offering advice and guidance to the Standing Committee. In addition, Parliament called 
on the Commission to monitor developments on the market in the new information society services, 
particularly as  regards convergence between telecommunications, information technology and the 
media and take initiatives in order to adapt rules promptly in order to encourage the European  
development of new services. In its opinion on Parliament’s second reading the Commission supported 
all the amendments adopted by Parliament in plenary. These amendments dealt with: 
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- the investigation by the Commission at regular intervals of developments in the market for new 
services in the field of the information society in order to make initiatives where necessary to adapt 
existing rules, 
- the possibility of consulting natural or legal persons from industry or academia on the rules on new 
services, 
- the reference to obstacles to the freedom of establishment of service operators, 
- with respect to rules on services, indication by the Member State concerned of the reasons why the   
detailed opinions cannot be taken into account. 
 

On 20 July 1998, the procedure was terminated by adopting the EP and Council Directive 98/48/EC 
(final act 98L0048) with the objective to ensure greater transparency in future rules applying to 
Information Society services. 
 
 
 
14/05/98 
 

Report on the Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European 
Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions 

on a European Initiative in Electronic Commerce 
 
                                                                                                                                                  COS972061 
Mrs. Erika  MANN                                                                                                                 A4-0173/98 
 
Parliament encouraged the development of electronic commerce and supported the idea of drawing up 
a European framework policy applicable in this area. It considered that every possible effort must be 
made to exploit the potential for new job creation in high-grade information-based services by 
introducing new and special education and training facilities to impart these new skills. To ensure that 
undertakings and citizens could benefit fully from the advantages of electronic commerce and in order 
to avoid the fragmentation of the internal market Parliament stressed the need for coordination at 
European level of appropriate policies and regulations in this area. The Commission was called on to 
make proposals without delay seeking to create an internal market in the field of electronic commerce 
and to ensure that freedom to provide services throughout the Union was complete for all European 
undertakings. SMUs in the retail trade, marketing and tourism should be able to benefit from 
information measures, training measures and ad hoc research programmes to prepare for the conversion 
process. Parliament considered that a large number of problems were recurrent and that it would be 
appropriate to resolve them by means of a common regulatory framework. These should include in 
particular consumer protection, reliability, definitions of concepts such as place of establishment for 
service providers, place of transaction and intellectual property rights. Stressing that new taxes should 
not be imposed on electronic commerce which would penalize it by comparison with traditional forms 
of commerce, Parliament called on the Commission to examine whether electronic commerce should 
be taxed using the existing system or rather whether the current principles of taxation should be 
completely reformulated in the light of new developments. It considered that in any case agreement had 
to be reached at European level concerning taxation issues, and in particular VAT, in order to provide 
legal certainty, to avoid undue revenue losses and to ensure neutrality. While it was important to 
provide a clear regulatory framework, it was also necessary to adopt measures to provide improved 
training and better information to consumers and undertakings with regard to the characteristics and 
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potential of electronic trading. Parliament recommended that governments should play a key role in 
this field by strengthening education and training and by offering government services on 
line. It considered it vital in strengthening consumer confidence in electronic commerce to eliminate 
restrictions on the use of encryption. Lastly, given the global scale of the Internet it again stressed the 
need to conclude international agreements in this field, for example by drawing up a universal code on 
electronic commerce within the framework of the WTO. Parliament considered that by establishing a 
regulatory framework, the European Union was establishing an advantageous negotiating position with  
a view to these discussions. 
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1999 
 
 
 
14/01/99 
 

Report on the Communication from the Commission on Globalisation and the 
Information Society - the need for strengthened international co-ordination 

  
                                                                                                                                                  COS982034 
Mr. Franco. E.  MALERBA                                                                                                  A4-0366/98 
 
The European Parliament welcomed the Commission's proposal for an international initiative for the 
Internet and electronic commerce. It also underwrote the principles outlined in the Final Declaration of 
the Bonn Ministerial Conference as a guide for governments' action in this area. The following were 
the Parliament's recommendations to the Commission: 
- the initiative for the Internet could take the form of a non-binding 'Internet Charter', a document  
  containing a set of internationally agreed, legally non-binding objectives and principles encouraging a  
  simplified regulatory governance of Internet, consistent with inter alia security, safety and soundness,  
  privacy, jurisdiction, liability, taxation, copyright and data protection considerations, pursuing  
  maximum inter-operability across international borders; 
- the main purpose of the Internet initiative should be to help businesses and financial institutions make       
  the most of opportunities offered by electronic commerce and banking in the world market, to ensure  
  the interests of consumers, to prevent premature and conflicting regulation developing inside and  
  outside the European internal market which would impede the development of electronic banking and  
  commerce or imperil the security of electronic banking and commerce; 
- the Charter should not alter or bear prejudice to competition law; 
- a market-driven approach should be adopted in the Charter definition process so that industry can  
  fully contribute to identifying and removing barriers to electronic commerce; 
- the Charter should hasten, but not replace, specific legislation in critical areas such as intellectual  
  property rights, electronic signature, encryption, taxation, liability, fight against crime on the Internet  
  and names management on the network; 
- the Commission should involve the Parliament in the activities of the Charter and keep it informed of  
  the progress of the Global Business Dialogue. 
 
 
25/02/99 
 

Report on the Communication from the Commission on The Year 2000 computer 
problem 

                                                                                                                                                  COS982047 
Mr. Alan John DONNELLY                                                                                                 A4-0014/99 
 
The purpose of this Commission communication was to outline a series of actions designed to 
encourage suppliers and users of information systems to resolve the problems posed by the inability of 
a large number of systems to achieve correctly the transition from 1999 to the year 2000. The main 
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problem results from the fact that since the early days of electronic computing, only two digits have 
generally been used to represent the year in date fields (DDMMYY). As a result, in many applications, 
the year 2000 will be interpreted as the year 1900, causing failures in arithmetic computations and data 
processing. The millennium bug is a cause for concern to companies of all sizes and to every sector of 
the economy, it also represents an important challenge to the public authorities, especially as recent 
surveys show that progress with preparations is still very limited and varies from country to country. 
The report stated its serious concern about the degree of progress made by some Member States in 
tackling the millennium problem and the lack of cross-border co-operation in vital sectors, particularly 
energy, telecommunications and transport. It recommended that Member States and the Commission 
ensure the availability of information on known problems and best practices and the knowledge about 
the existence of such information, especially for SMEs.  It urged the Commission and Member States 
to start awareness actions for consumers.  It asked the Commission to draw up a contingency plan 
regarding the risks that could arise from the cross-border impact of disasters in Eastern Europe and 
Russia, which, in addition to promoting awareness of the seriousness of the situation, should provide 
for financial aid to the authorities concerned. In the context of its concern regarding the responsibility 
of public authorities to ensure the security of persons and goods and the continuity of public service 
and basic utilities, it also called on the Commission to encourage Member States to take measures, and  
in particular : 
- step up preparations and devise contingency plans to ensure the continues functioning of essential  
  government services; 
- establish special co-ordinating bodies and programmes to raise awareness, facilitate information  
  exchange and to oversee progress; 
- encourage business to partake in international alliances in key sectors where cross-border operations  
  are critical, such as aviation, telecommunications, energy and finance; 
- consider practical policy options for helping companies to tackle Year 2000 problems; 
- increase information transparency by reporting on their own preparations where this is not already  
  being done, as well as by requesting disclosure by quoted companies of their projected Year 2000  
  costs and readiness; 
- participate in programmes for developing countries, such as those run by the World Bank and the  
  United Nations; 
- improve international co-operation and exchanges of information in the nuclear sector, thereby  
  clarifying the situation in that sector in which connection with the WANO, OECD and IAEA, among  
  others, could play an important role; 
- use influence to urge Member States which are not doing enough to tackle the problem more  
  seriously. The EU should add value to its Year 2000 efforts, rather than duplicate or replace existing  
  initiatives. 
 
Lastly, the Parliament called on the Commission to keep it informed every three months until the turn 
of the century about progress inn tackling the millenium problem in the EU. 
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PART TWO 
 
INDEX OF REPORTS BY THE COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC AND MONETARY 
AFFAIRS AND INDUSTRIAL POLICY 

 
This index is designed as a quick reference to the reports by the Committee on Economic and Monetary 
affairs and Industrial policy. Within each heading, the reports are listed in chronological with the title 
followed by the rapporteur’s name and the session document number. The procedures as well as the 
texts of reports can be consulted in legislative dossiers OEIL on the Intranet pages of the Parliament 
(http://wwwdb.europarl.ep.ec/oeil). 
  
 

I - TELECOMMUNICATIONS  
 
1995 
 
- Report on the Communication from the Commission "Green Paper on the liberalisation of  
      telecommunications infrastructure and cable television networks" (part one - principle and   
      timetable): HENDRICK, A4-0063/95 
 
- Report on the Commission Green Paper on the liberalisation of telecommunications infrastructure 
and cable television networks - Part II: A common approach to the provision of infrastructure for 
telecommunications in the European Union: HENDRICK, A4-0111/95 

 

- Report concerning the draft Commission Directive amending Commission Directive 90/388/EEC      
      regarding the abolition of the restrictions on the use of cable television networks for the provision  
     of telecommunications services: HERMAN, A4-0129/95 
 

1996 
 
- Report on the draft Commission Directive amending Commission Directive 90/388/EEC regarding  
     the implementation of full competition in telecommunications markets: READ, A4-0334/95 
 

- Report on the proposal for a Council Decision on a series of guidelines for trans- European  
      telecommunications networks: HOPPENSTEDT, A4-0336/95. 
 
- Report on the proposal for a Council Directive on interconnection in telecommunications with  
      regard to ensuring universal service and interoperability through application of the principles of   
     open network provision (ONP): READ, A4-0017/96. 
 

- Report on the communication from the Commission on future development of the market in  
     directories and other telecommunications information services in a competitive environment:   
     CASSIDY, A4-0141/96   
 
 

- Report on the proposal for a Council Directive on a common framework for general authorisations 
and individual licences in the field of telecommunications services: van VELZEN, A4-0142/96 
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- Report on the proposal for a Council Directive amending Council Directives 90/387/EEC and  
      92/44/EEC for the purpose of adaptation to a competitive environment in telecommunications:  
      HERMAN, A4-0144/96 
 
-    Report on the proposal for a European Parliament and Council Decision on a series of guidelines for  
     trans-European telecommunications networks: HOPPENSTEDT, A4-0222/96   
  
- Report - on "Europe and the global information society" - Recommendations to the European 
     Council"; - on the communication from the Commission to the Council of the European 
     Communities: "Europe's way to the information society: an action plan": HERMAN, A4-0244/96 
 
- Recommendation for second reading on the common position established by the Council with a 
view to adopting of a European Parliament and Council Directive on interconnection in 
telecommunications to ensure universal service and interoperability through open network 
provision (ONP): READ, A4-0276/96   

 

- Report on the proposal for a European Parliament and Council Directive amending Council  
      Directives 90/387/EEC and 92/44/EEC for the purpose of adaptation to a competitive environment  
      in telecommunications: HERMAN, A4-0402/96   
 
- Report on the communication from the Commission on universal service for telecommunications in  
      the perspective of a fully liberalised environment - an essential element of the information society:  
      BERES, A4-0389/96 
 
 

1997 
 
- Report on the proposal for a European Parliament and Council Directive on the application of Open  
      Network Provision (ONP) to voice telephony, and on universal service for telecommunications in a  
      competitive environment (replacing Council Directive 95/62/EC): READ, A4-0049/97 
 
- Report on the proposal for a Council Directive on a common framework for general authorisations  
      and individual licence in the field of telecommunications services: van VELZEN, A4-0051/97 
 
-    Report on the proposal for a European Parliament and Council Directive amending the Directive  
     97/33/EC with regard to operator number portability and carrier pre-selection: van VELZEN,  
     A4-0346/97 
 

- Report on the proposal for a Council Directive amending Directive 93/38/EEC co-ordinating the  
      procurement procedures of entities operating in the water, energy, transport and  
      telecommunications sectors: LANGEN, A4-0159/97 
 

- Report on the proposal for a Council Decision on a series of guidelines for trans-European  
      telecommunications networks: HOPPENSTEDT, A4-0166/97    
 
- Report on the proposal for a European Parliament and Council Directive on interconnection in  
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      telecommunications with regard to ensuring universal service and interoperability through  
      application of the principles of Open Network Provision (ONP): READ, A4-0171/97 
 
 

- Report on the proposal for a European Parliament and Council Directive amending Council  
      Directives 90/387/EEC and 92/44/EEC for the purpose of adaptation to a competitive environment  
      in telecommunications: HERMAN, A4-0240/97 
 

- Report on the draft communication from the Commission on the application of the competition 
rules to access agreements in the telecommunications sector: ARGYROS, A4-0213/97 

 

-    Report on the Commission Green Paper on a numbering policy for telecommunications services in  
     Europe: van VELZEN, A4-0215/97 
  
-   Report on the proposal for a Council Directive on the application of Open Network Provision (OPN)  
     to voice telephony, and on universal service for telecommunications in a competitive environment  
     (replacing Council Directive 95/62/EC): READ, A4-0263/97   
 

-    Report on the communication from the Commission on assessment criteria for national schemes for  
     the costing and financing of universal service in telecommunications and guidelines for the Member  
     States on the operation of such schemes: van VELZEN, A4-0270/97   
 
- Report on the proposal for a Council Directive amending Directive 93/38/EEC co-ordinating the  
      procurement procedures of entities operating in the water, energy, transport and  
      telecommunications sectors: LANGEN, A4-0398/97  
 
 

1998 
 
-   Report on the proposal for a Council Directive on the application of Open Network Provision (OPN)  
    to voice telephony, and on universal service for telecommunications in a competitive environment  
    (replacing European Parliament and Council Directive 95/62/EC): READ, A4-0013/98 
 
-   Report on the proposal for a Council Directive on connected telecommunications equipment and the  
     mutual recognition of the conformity of equipment: READ, A4-0023/98 
 
-   Report on the proposal for a Council Directive on connected telecommunications equipment and the  
     mutual recognition of the conformity of equipment: READ, A4-0337/98   
 
-   Report on the communication from the Commission: Green paper on the convergence of the  
     telecommunications, media and information technology sectors, and the implications for regulation:  
     PAASILINNA, A4-0328/98  
 
-   Report on the proposal for a European Parliament and Council Directive amending Directive  
    97/33/EC with regard to operator number portability and carrier pre-selection: van VELZEN,  
    A4-0127/98  
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1999 
 
-  Report on the Commission communication on the first monitoring report on universal service in  
    telecommunications in the European Union: READ, A4-0386/98 
 
-  Report on the draft Commission Directive amending Directive 90/388/EEC in order to ensure that  
    telecommunications networks and cable TV networks owned by a single operator are separate legal  
    entities: WATSON, A4-0487/98    
 

- Report on the proposal for a European Parliament and Council Directive on connected  
      telecommunications equipment and the mutual recognition of the conformity of equipment: READ,  
      A4-0055/99 
 
- Report on the Green Paper on Radio Spectrum Policy in the context of European Community  
      policies such as telecommunications, broadcasting, transport, and R&D: CAMISON ASENSIO,  
      A4-0202/99 
 
-    Report on the proposal for a Council Directive amending Directive 77/388/EEC as regards the value  
     added tax arrangements applicable to telecommunications services: COX, A4-0266/99 
 
 

II - INFORMATION  SOCIETY 
 

1994 
 
-    Report - on "Europe and the global information society" - Recommendations to the European  
     Council"; - on the communication from the Commission to the Council of the European  
     Communities: "Europe's way to the information society: an action plan": HERMAN, A4-0073/94 
 

1995 
 
-    Resolution on the G7 conference on the information society: R4-3016/95 

 
1996 
 
-    Report on the proposal for a Council Decision adopting a multi-annual Community programme to  
     stimulate the development of a European multimedia content industry and to encourage the use of  
     multimedia content in the emerging information society (INFO 2000): BERES, A4-0052/96 
 
- Report - on "Europe and the global information society" - Recommendations to the European     
     Council"- on the communication from the Commission to the Council of the European  
     Communities: "Europe's way to the information society: an action plan": HERMAN, A4-0244/96 
 
- Report on the communication from the Commission on universal service for telecommunications in  
      the perspective of a fully liberalised environment - an essential element of the Information Society:  
      BERES, A4-0389/96 
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1997 
 
- Report on the proposal for a Council Directive amending for the third time Directive 83/189/EEC  
      laying down a procedure for the provision of information in the field of technical standards and  
      regulations: HENDRICK, A4-0147/97 
 
- Report on the proposal for a Council Decision adopting a multiannual Community programme to  
     stimulate the establishment of the Information Society in Europe (Information Society):  
     HENDRICK, A4-0163/97 
 
- Report on the Communications from the Commission on "The Information Society: From Corfu to  
      Dublin - the new priorities", and "The Implications of the Information Society for European Union  
      Policies" and "Europe at the Forefront of the Global Information Society: Rolling Action Plan":  
      BOOGERD-QUAAK, A4-0208/97   

 
-   Report on the Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on  
    "Standardisation and the global information society: The European approach": RÜBIG, A4-0209/97  
 
-  Report on the Commission Report to the Council, the European Parliament, the Economic and Social  
   Committee and the Committee of the Regions on an EU Action Plan: Satellite communications in the  
   Information Society: HOPPENSTEDT, A4-0279/97 
 
 

1998 
 
-  Report on the proposal for a Council Decision adopting a multiannual Community programme to   
   stimulate the establishment of the Information Society in Europe (Information Society): HENDRICK,   
   A4-0163/97 
 
-   Report on the common position adopted by the Council with a view to adopting a Council Directive  
    substantively amending for the third time Directive 83/189/EEC laying down a procedure for the  
    provision of information in the field of technical standards and regulations: HENDRICK, A4-  
    0151/98 
 
-   Report on the communication from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament, the  
    Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions on a European Initiative in  
    Electronic Commerce: MANN, A4-0173/98 
 
 

1999 
 
-   Report on the communication from the Commission on Globalisation and the Information Society –  
    the need for strengthened international co-ordination: MALERBA, A4-0366/98 
 
-   Report on the communication from the Commission on The Year 2000 computer problem:  
    DONNELLY, A4-0014/99 
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Recent Economic Affairs Series Publications 
 
 
These documents are all available in printed form. A number are also available on the INTERNET, 

through page http://www.europarl.eu.int/dg4/wkdocs/catalog/en/catecon.htm 
These titles are underlined. 

 
 
Options for the Exchange Rate Management of the ECB 
(ECON-114, October 1999, En,Fr,De, summary/conclusions in all languages) 

 
The Euro as 'Parallel Currency', 1999-2002 
(ECON-114, September 1999, En,Fr,De, summary/conclusions in all languages) 

 
Public and Private Investment in the European Union 
(ECON-113, May 1999, En, summary/conclusions in all languages) 

 
The Monetary Policy of the ECB under Treaty Article 105 
(ECON-112, May 1999, En,Fr,De, summary/conclusions in all languages) 

 
Labour Costs and Wage Policy within EMU 
(ECON-111, April 1999, En,Fr,De, summary/conclusions in all languages) 

 

Monetary Policy Transmission in the Euro Area 
(ECON-110, April 1999, En,Fr,De, summary/conclusions in all languages) 
 
Forecasting budgetary deficits 
(ECON-109, April 1999, En,Fr,De, summary/conclusions in all languages) 

 
Electronic Commerce and Tax Base Erosion 
(ECON-108, January 1999, EN) 
 
The Feasibility of an International ‘Tobin Tax’ 
(ECON-107, March 1999, En,Fr,De,  summary/conclusions in all languages) 

 
Prudential Supervision in the Context of EMU 
(ECON-102, rev.1. March 1999, En,Fr,De, summary in all languages) 
 
EMU: Relations between 'ins' and 'outs' 
(ECON-106, October 1998, En, summary/conclusions in all languages) 
 
Tax Competition in the European Union 
(ECON-105, October 1998, En,Fr,De , summary/conclusions in all languages) 
 
Adjustment to Asymmetric Shocks 
(ECON-104, September 1998, En,Fr,De, summary/conclusions in all languages) 
 
The Social Consequences Changes in VAT 
(ECON-103, April 1998, En,Fr,Ge) 
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The International Role of the Euro 
(ECON-101. March 1998 En,Fr,De,  summary in all languages). 
 
 
The Social and Economic Consequences of abolishing Duty Free Within the European Union  
(W-30, October 1997, En,Fr,De, summary  in all languages) 
 
The Coordination of National Fiscal Policies in the Context of Monetary Union 
(E-6, Oct. 1996, De, En, Fr).  
 

The Impact of VAT and Intrastat obligations on SMEs  
(W-25, May 1996, En,Fr,Ne, summary W-24 in all languages).  
 
EMU and the Outsiders 
(W-23, May 1996, En).  
 
Derivative financial instruments 
(E-4, Apr. 1995, En,Fr). 

 
Options for a Definitive VAT system 
(E-5, Oct. 1995, De, En,Fr,De, summary in Da, El, Es, It, Ne, Po).  

 
The impact of exchange rate fluctuations on European Community trade 
(E-3, July 1994, En,  summary De, Fr). 


