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INTRODUCTION 

The primary objective of the European Human Rights Advocacy Centre (EHRAC) is to assist 
individuals, lawyers and NGOs within the Russian Federation to take cases to the European 
Court of Human Rights (ECtHR), whilst working to transfer skills and build the capacity of the 
Russian human rights community. The project achieves its aims through the implementation of 
three core elements: human rights litigation; human rights training, and raising awareness and 
dissemination of information. 

In February 2005 EHRAC secured landmark victories in the first cases against the Russian 
Federation arising from armed conflict in Chechnya. In each of the three judgments the Court 
found the Russian government responsible for the killing of the applicants’ relatives – including, 
as a result of the aerial bombardment of a convoy of civilian cars trying to leave Grozny in 
October 1999. In May 2005, this success was followed up by an important European Court 
judgment in an environmental pollution case (Fadeyeva v Russia), which establishes a precedent 
for many people across Russia, and the rest of Europe, whose lives are adversely affected by 
pollution from industries located near their homes. 

OUR ACTIVITIES 

EHRAC is a specialist unit based at London Metropolitan University, which was originally set up with a 
grant under the European Initiative for Democracy and Human Rights programme. Its main partner 
organisation in Russia is Memorial, one of the country’s leading NGOs. EHRAC funds a separate office 
in Moscow for Memorial staff working directly on the project.  A Director, Project Coordinator and 
three lawyers  work in the Moscow office, along with five regional lawyers operating in Urus-Martan 
(Chechnya), Nazran (Ingushetia), Saint Petersburg, Novorossiysk and Ryazan. 

1 HUMAN RIGHTS LITIGATION 

EHRAC’s role in litigation includes: identifying potential cases with its partner organisations; giving one-
to-one guidance to Russian lawyers on preparing applications and pleadings; advising on all issues of 
strategy, law, practice and procedure; establishing and maintaining a network of Strasbourg-
experienced lawyers in the UK (through the Bar Human Rights Committee), who are prepared to assist 
with the casework; and developing a test case litigation strategy. 

Over the period 2003-2005 EHRAC took on, or otherwise provided advice in, over 80 cases. EHRAC 
advised in cases involving more than 350 primary victims and their immediate family members who 
were directly affected by the alleged violations. Approximately half of the cases originated from 
Chechnya. To date the European Court has handed down 8 judgments in 11 of EHRAC’s cases, all but 
one of which have been successful. In some cases these have been landmark decisions. This rate of 
success is notable in particular because only about 10% of all applications lodged with the Court 
progress past the admissibility stage. 

Such judgments, of course, provide individual redress – that in itself can be hugely significant in a war-
torn region such as Chechnya. When EHRAC secured the first European Court judgments, we felt it was 
extremely important that people in the region should be made aware of these decisions. There is still a 
huge problem that the European Court does not have the funding to translate decisions into national 
languages, and Governments don’t always have the finances, or the political will, to do so. We therefore 
had the 3 judgments translated and disseminated 3,000 copies, the majority in Chechnya itself. 
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But beyond individual relief, the decisions demonstrate that there is some level of international 
oversight and accountability. This is very important for a region such as Chechnya, where the OSCE and 
Council of Europe monitors no longer have a presence, and where UN Special Rapporteurs are only 
granted access intermittently. 

Documentation of violations is an important part of redress and rehabilitation for victims of human 
rights violations. Taking human rights cases successfully assists the individual victim, but also benefits 
society as a whole, in that such judgments document the fact that the state has committed violations.  
This may be extremely important to those who feel that their suffering goes unrecognised. Whilst this is 
very important, EHRAC does not simply seek to achieve redress for individuals, it also endeavours to 
take on cases with wider potential implications, in terms of the relevant law and practice. In this way, 
the project aims to effect long-term change and to prevent violations recurring. A successful litigation 
programme at the Strasbourg Court has an important domestic impact, helping to foster democracy, 
accountability and the rule of law. The judgments of the Court may provide important and authoritative 
evidence of a pattern of grave violations and the ineffectiveness of domestic remedies. As such, they 
have an impact that goes beyond the individual victims concerned, to ensure that the domestic 
authorities address the causes of the violations. 

The Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe has the responsibility of supervising the execution 
of Court judgments. The respondent state will be asked to report on measures taken in response to 
these judgments. They will not only seek to ensure that the damages awarded are paid but will be 
concerned with the measures taken to prevent similar future violations, which may entail legislative, 
administrative or policy changes. EHRAC has been, and continues to be, active in both national and 
international forums, to seek to ensure that there is effective implementation of the Strasbourg 
judgments, leading to appropriate changes in law, policy and practice. 

2 HUMAN RIGHTS TRAINING 

In 2004, 3,704 Russian cases were declared inadmissible by the European Court, and only 64 were 
declared admissible i.e. 98.3% of Russian cases were declared inadmissible. EHRAC’s training seeks to 
ensure that human rights practitioners in Russia have an improved understanding of ECtHR law, 
practice and procedure. In selecting teams of expert trainers EHRAC not only draws on the resources of 
its own highly experienced staff, but also on established contacts, who are specialists in their fields. An 
important element of EHRAC’s training is follow-up. Participants have the opportunity to remain in 
contact with EHRAC’s legal experts, who can offer ongoing assistance and guidance. The training also 
has an important ‘cascade’ effect, with participants of EHRAC’s first training sessions now acting as 
trainers and speakers in their regions. 

Every year, 2-4 lawyers from Russia participate in a legal skills development programme at EHRAC’s 
London office, where they are given intensive legal training, guidance on case management and 
sessions in legal English. The programme includes visits to a number of institutions and individuals 
working in the human rights field, from Government and Parliament (Russia desk officers of the UK 
Foreign Office, representatives of the Parliamentary Human Rights Group), from the legal profession 
(International Human Rights Committee of the Law Society) and the NGO sector (Amnesty International, 
Interights, Liberty, Justice). Participants are also taken to Strasbourg to attend a Court hearing, and to 
meet with Strasbourg judges, Court lawyers and officials.  
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In addition, annually, for one-three months, an experienced human rights practitioner (Russian-
speaking) is commissioned as a legal consultant to work with our partners in Russia – in both the 
Moscow and regional offices. This involves assisting on a day-to-day basis with case preparation and 
drafting, and also providing ongoing training and legal assistance to the Russian lawyers (including 
those from other NGOs) to supplement the annual training seminars.  

3 RAISING AWARENESS AND DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION 

An important element of EHRAC’s work is the use of case decisions to highlight and raise 
awareness of human rights abuses, amongst the public, media, international institutions and 
governmental agencies. This is achieved via several media.  The English and Russian-language 
websites (www.londonmet.ac.uk/ehrac and http://ehracmos.memo.ru/) contain information about 
EHRAC’s work, summaries of the cases the organisation is handling, relevant articles and 
resources, downloadable training materials and the EHRAC Bulletin. This Bulletin is published 
twice a year in Russian (and English), and is intended to provide NGOs and lawyers with 
information about recent developments in the human rights field, which have significance for 
Russia. The bulletin has a circulation of over 3,000 and is available in both printed and electronic 
formats. 

In February 2006 EHRAC published a Russian-language training manual on litigating cases at the 
European Court of Human Rights (Обращение в Европейский Суд по правам человека, Moscow, 2006, 
ISBN 5-902962-02-1). The manual is a substantial practical reference work (528 pages) about European 
Court litigation, with a particular focus on Russian issues.  Five thousand copies were printed in Moscow 
and have been disseminated widely across the Russian Federation to lawyers, NGOs, human rights 
ombudsmen, universities and libraries.   

EHRAC actively seeks publicity in the UK, Russia and worldwide as a means of drawing international 
attention to the human rights situation in Russia and to raise awareness of the violations that occur. 
EHRAC has achieved considerable press coverage in the print media (e.g. TIME magazine, Newsweek 
(Russia), The Times, The Guardian, the Financial Times, The Chicago Tribune, Washington Post and Le 
Monde) as well as extensive worldwide online coverage. Numerous articles have appeared in specialist 
law journals and many interviews conducted for radio and television (including the BBC World Service 
and the Russian channel, Ren-TV). 

THE KEY FEATURES OF EHRAC’S WORK 

The most important aspects of EHRAC’s achievements to date, and the reasons for those 
achievements, could be summarised as follows: 

− It was set up as a result of a real need for Russian human rights NGOs to receive ongoing advice 
and support with ECtHR litigation (the project was originally conceived following approaches by 
Memorial for assistance with cases arising out of the Chechen conflict); 

− EHRAC’s main partner, Memorial, is the largest human rights NGO in Russia with over 70 
branches and 140 affiliated associations across the country. It has a wide membership 
and extensive links, and is well-known, in particular for its human rights monitoring work; 

− The EHRAC London office has become an established centre providing advice, assistance and 
support in human rights litigation to a range of lawyers and NGOs in Russia. Its staff and legal 
advisers bring to the project substantial experience of working in the Soviet Union/Russia, of 
litigating successfully before the ECtHR, and of managing international litigation programmes. 
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− EHRAC has also provided significant assistance in developing NGO operational and institutional 
capacity (notably through the work of EHRAC’s Project Manager, Tina Devadasan), including 
project monitoring and management, financial administration, document management, public 
relations, fundraising and recruitment; 

− EHRAC has established active working relationships with various international bodies, including 
the European Court Registry, the Office of the Commissioner for Human Rights, the Committee 
on Legal Affairs and Human Rights of PACE, and UN Special Rapporteurs. In 2006 EHRAC was 
granted Partnership Status with the Council of Europe; 

− The financial support provided to EHRAC through the EIDHR programme for its first three years 
has led to the establishment of a sustainable resource. EHRAC has secured additional grant 
funding which guarantees its on-going programme of work. Financial assistance has been 
secured from the UK Foreign & Commonwealth Office, the MacArthur Foundation, the Oak 
Foundation, the Sigrid Rausing Trust and the Open Society Institute. In 2006 a new programme of 
work is being established in Georgia, with two NGOs: the Georgian Young Lawyers Association 
(GYLA) and Article 42. 






