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Fisheries in Greece 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 
Within the European Union, the Greek fisheries sector is the largest in terms of number of 
vessels, the second largest in terms of number of fishermen, the fifth largest in terms of engine 
power and the twelfth largest in terms of catches. 
 
Whilst the fisheries sector does not have a significant share in the value of agricultural 
production (4%) and GDP (0.3%), it is very important for the development and economic 
viability of a large number of island areas. Economic activity and employment in a good many 
islands are highly dependent on fisheries. 
 
In Greece, the fisheries sector is predominated by small-scale coastal fishing, an expanding 
aquaculture sector that mainly produces gilthead sea bream and sea bass, and a processing 
industry with fairly obsolete technology. 
 
The Greek fleet is predominated by small vessels of less than 12 metres in length. The fleet is 
quite old, with an average age of 24 years. It has been considerably reduced, affecting mainly 
medium and large vessels, although there is a lack of renovation in smaller vessels. 
 
The introduction of modern technology has resulted in overcapitalisation of the sector and has 
affected fishery resources and productivity. The reduction in profitability of the activity has 
facilitated structural adjustment, but has significantly reduced employment. 
 
Fishing opportunities in Greece are limited, as despite the length of its coastline, the waters are 
not very productive and the continental shelf is very narrow, with the exception of the northern 
Aegean. 
 
Small-scale coastal fishing is very important, in terms of its contribution to the fleet (94%), 
employment in the fisheries sector (90%) and catches. Larger vessels are used for bottom 
trawling or seine fishing. 
 
The share of aquaculture in the economic contribution made by the fisheries sector and in the 
employment it generates is growing, and its volume has already exceeded that of catches. The 
majority of aquaculture products, mainly focused on gilthead sea bream and sea bass, are used 
for exports. Following major expansion, Greek aquaculture seems to be emerging from a crisis 
of maturity. 
 
The main ports are Athens and Thessaloniki, and more than half of the fleet is concentrated in 
fifteen ports. ETANAL (State Company for the Development of Fishing) manages a network of 
eleven fish markets, where between 30 and 50% of catches are marketed. 
 
Despite the development of aquaculture, Greece has a negative trade balance in fishery 
products. 
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2. GEOGRAPHICAL FRAMEWORK 
 
Total surface area 131 940 km2

Territorial waters 114 914 km2

Continental shelf (up to 200 metres deep) 1 140 km2

 
The coast of Greece is 13 676 km long, around 4 000 km of which is mainland coast and around 
11 000 km of which is the coast of 3 500 islands. The territorial waters are limited to 6 nautical 
miles. 
 
Fishing activity is carried out in three very different areas: the Ionian Sea, the waters 
surrounding the island of Crete, and the Aegean Sea, which has the greatest fishing potential. 
 
The geographical position of Greece and the number of islands make the Aegean Sea practically 
an inland sea. However, the lack of exclusive economic zones in the Mediterranean, the 
configuration of the continental coast and the large number of islands mean that the fishing 
areas are wide corridors of international waters in which vessels from other EU or third 
countries may fish up to the limit of 6 nautical miles. 
 
The Aegean Sea is very wide and its geomorphology is very varied. For example, the Sea of 
Thrace (northern Aegean) has the broadest continental shelf in Greece with waters coming from 
the Black Sea and large rivers, creating completely different fishing conditions from those in the 
Cyclades or the Saronic Gulf.  
 
In the Aegean there are many differences between Greece and Turkey over territorial waters. 
The large number of islands even makes it difficult to apply the mid-line principle. On 24 May 
1977, Italy and Greece signed an agreement in Athens on the demarcation of the continental 
shelf. 
 
From an administrative point of view, Greece is divided into 51 provinces (nomoi). These 
provinces are grouped into thirteen regions: East Macedonia and Thrace (Anatoliki Makedonia-
Thraki), Attica (Attiki), Western Greece (Dytiki Ellada), West Macedonia (Dytiki Makedonia), 
Ionian Islands (Ionia Nisia), Epirus (Ipeiros), Central Macedonia (Kentriki Makedonia), Crete 
(Kriti), South Aegean (Notio Aigaio), Peloponnese (Peloponnisos), Continental Greece (Sterea 
Ellada), Thessaly (Thessalia), North Aegean (Voreio Aigaio). 
 
Irrespective of its contribution to the absolute value of fisheries production, the dependence of 
the economy on fishing is greatest in Samos, the Cyclades, Lesbos and Lefkada. Employment 
dependency on fishing is greater in the islands, particularly Lesbos, Samos, Lefkada and Chios, 
although some provinces on the mainland, such as Euboea and Halkidiki, are also highly 
dependent on fishing. Employment dependency on the processing of fishery products industry is 
higher in the northern provinces of Kavala, Pella and Xanthi. 
 

3. EMPLOYMENT 
 
Any attempt to estimate the employment generated by fishing encounters problems arising from 
the importance of small-scale coastal fishing. Existing estimates vary greatly depending on how 
part-time employment in small-scale coastal fishing is taken into account and the use of other 
members of the family unit, often without payment. 
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Employment in the fisheries sector represents 1.9% of employment in the primary sector and 
0.3% of total employment in Greece. According to Eurostat, in 2003 marine fisheries provided 
14 719 jobs, and aquaculture provided 4 166 jobs. This means that marine fisheries represent 
78% of employment in the fisheries sector and aquaculture represents 22%. Small-scale coastal 
fishing accounts for 90% of the employment generated by marine fisheries. 

 
As a result of programmes to 
reduce the capacity of the fishing 
fleet and restrictions on fishing 
activity for the purpose of viable 
use of fishing resources, the 
number of jobs in the fisheries 
sector is decreasing. Since the 
second half of the 1990s, direct 
employment in extractive 
activities has considerably 
decreased, and even more so in 
fishing on the high seas and 
small-scale coastal fishing. 
 
However, employment in 
aquaculture gradually increased 

up until 2001, subsequently stabilising at around 4 200 jobs. However, if indirect jobs are taken 
into account, aquaculture generates around 10 000 jobs. There has also been an increase in 
employment in the processing of fishery products industry. 

 
Development of employment in the fisheries 

sector in Greece 1995=100
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4. PRODUCTION 
 
There are several problems with estimating actual catches. The predominance of small-scale 
coastal fishing, the fact that it is geographically dispersed, and the multiple species caught, 
create obvious statistical problems for estimating catches. Another problem lies in the 
commercial habits of small-scale coastal fishing. Fishermen frequently sell their products 
directly to hotels and restaurants, or even to private individuals. 55% of fresh catches are sold 
through the ETANAL markets. It is also difficult to estimate actual aquaculture production. 
Permits include a production limit and declarations comply with these limits even if actual 
production is higher. This situation is more obvious for species that sell faster. 
 

  Fisheries production in Greece (Tm)
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Total production in the fisheries sector 
in Greece has increased by 23% in the 
last twelve years. The structure of 
production has also radically changed. 
While the volume of landings has 
decreased by 31%, aquaculture 
production has almost quadrupled. In 
2004, aquaculture represented 52% of 
fisheries production and landings 
represented 48%. 
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4.1. CATCHES 
 
In general, the Greek waters are not very productive. Owing to the narrowness of the continental 
shelf in the majority of Greek waters, in general vessels fish very close to the coast. The 
northern Aegean, in particular the Sea of Thrace, is an exception, because of the extent of the 
continental shelf and the hydrographic conditions.  
 

78% of catches come from the Aegean 
Sea. For the reasons given above, the 
main fishing area is the Strymonic Gulf, 
Kavala, Thassos and the Sea of Thrace, 
providing 28% of catches, followed by 
the Thermaic Gulf and Halkidiki, with 
25% of catches. These areas are on the 
coast of Macedonia and Thrace, with a 
longer continental shelf. The Gulf of 
Argolis and the Saronic Gulf provide 8% 
of catches. In the Ionian Sea, the main 
fishing area is the coast of Kefalonia, 
Xanthi and the Gulf of Patras, with 8% of 
catches. 
 
Fishing in Greece is characterised by 

multiple species. More than eighty different species are fished. However, the predominant 
catches are anchovies and sardines. Each of these species constitutes more than 15% of the total 
landings. No other species represents more than 5% of the total. 

 
Catches per fishing area

Atlantic; 
5% Aegean 

Sea; 78% 

Ionian Sea; 
13%
Crete; 3%

 
 
 
The introduction of electronic 
equipment on vessels enabled 
them to explore areas that were 
previously avoided in order to 
prevent fishing gear from being 
damaged. As a result, catches 
increased, but the areas where 
juveniles would gather 
decreased. Catches have 
therefore gradually declined.  
 
The stabilisation of landings 
since the end of the 1990s could 
be attributed, with due caveats, to 
the reduction in fleet capacity. 

However, it cannot be ignored that acceptance of this policy was encouraged by the 
deterioration in profits from fishing. 

 
Landings in Greece (Tm)
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Small pelagics, sardines and anchovies represent 25% of landings and 29% of fish landings. 
Consequently, they are a determining factor in the development of total catches. Molluscs 
represent 9% of landings and crustaceans 5%. All catches have declined, however the 
consistency of the reduction varies greatly. Landings of small pelagics have decreased by 32% 
since 1992, landings of crustaceans by 24% and of molluscs by 13%.  
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Main species landed in Greece  
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The smallest catches of molluscs were 
between 1997 and 2001; they have 
recovered significantly. The smallest 
catches for crustaceans were between 
1999 and 2002 and although they are 
showing signs of recovery, they are 
less clear than for molluscs. It is 
possible that the recovery of landings 
of crustaceans is a result of the 
exploration of new fishing grounds. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The populations of anchovies 
show the typical fluctuations of 
small pelagics. Until 2002, 
catches and their average size 
gradually decreased. However, 
since 2003 there has been a 
recovery, even though there have 
been no specific management 
measures. Nevertheless, the 
long-term trend is towards a 
decrease in catches.  
 
In fact, an analysis of the trend 
shows a decrease of 15% 

between 1992 and 2004. The main fishing grounds for anchovies are in the northern Aegean 
(Thermaic Gulf, Halkidiki) and in the Sea of Thrace. Anchovies are caught both through bottom 
trawling and with seines or beach seines. 

 
Landings of anchovies and sardines in Greece (Tm)
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The development of landings of sardines is more concerning. There are no clear signs of 
recovery, and the declining trend of landings is much sharper. As a trend, landings of sardines 
decreased by 45% between 1992 and 2004. 
 
4.2. STATE OF FISHERY RESOURCES 
 
In the main fishing grounds (northern Aegean, Ionian Sea) and Cretan waters, daily catches by 
trawlers are gradually declining, indicating a reduction in the demersal resources in those areas. 
Daily seine catches, and especially those by vessels over 15 metres in length, are also showing a 
decline in resources of small pelagics. 
 
Among species caught with more than one type of gear, the trend is negative for the main gear 
in the main fishing grounds. Daily catches of anchovies with seines are declining in the main 
fishing grounds (northern and central Aegean and Ionian Sea). Daily catches of sardines with 
seines are also declining in the Ionian Sea and in Cretan waters, although they appear to be 
stable in the northern Aegean, which is their main fishing ground. 
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Fishing for horse mackerel (Trachurus spp.) and bogue (Boops boops) is significant in southern 
waters. Daily catches by trawling, seines or small-scale coastal fishing also show a negative 
trend in the southern Aegean and Cretan waters. Hake, which is caught with trawls or longlines 
in the same waters, also shows a negative trend. However, stocks of hake in the Ionian Sea 
appear to be among the most intensely fished. 
 
Daily catches of red mullet (Mullus barbatus) or Norway lobster (Nephrops norvegicus) with 
trawls are declining in various sub-areas. Striped red mullet (Mullus surmuletus) represents a 
significant proportion of trawl catches in southern waters. However, daily catches are declining 
in the southern Aegean and Cretan waters. Pandora (Pagellus erythrinus) is in the same situation 
in Cretan waters. 
 

4.3. AQUACULTURE 
 
Greece is the largest fish farming producer and exporter in the European Union and represents 
around half of aquaculture production in the Mediterranean. Bass (Dicentrarchus labrax), 
gilthead sea bream (Sparus aurata) and mussels (Mytilus galloprovincialis) are the main 
products of Greek aquaculture. These three species represent 95% of Greek aquaculture 
production. The main freshwater species is rainbow trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss), but it 
represents only 2% of Greek aquaculture production. 
 
However, some species have been introduced, such as Pandora (Pagellus erythrinus), sharp-
snout sea bream (Diplodus puntazzo) and white sea bream (Diplodus sargus), but stocks have 
not yet strengthened. Currently Greece is the largest EU producer (62% of production of 
gilthead sea bream and 61% of sea bass).  

 
This graph shows Greek aquaculture 
production according to EUROSTAT. 
However, the figures supplied by the 
Federation of Greek Mariculture to FEAP 
are somewhat higher (17% for sea bass and 
23% for gilthead sea bream). This situation 
appears to be because fish farmers try to 
make their production declarations comply 
with authorised limits, even though actual 
production is higher. 
 
Greek aquaculture began in the 1980s, 

although its greatest period of development was during the 1990s. The growth of the sector in 
the 1990s came about because of a combination of climate and geomorphological conditions 
favourable to breeding euryhaline fish, state subsidies, and the reduction in fishery resources, 
the limitations imposed on fishing and State and EU funding. The increase in production was 
accompanied by a proliferation of small producers. 

 Aquaculture production in Greece (Tm)
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A large proportion of what is produced is sold in Italy, France and Spain, However, production 
increased in other European countries, causing a substantial drop in prices, particularly in 2001 
and 2002. In less than eight years prices had decreased by around 40% to the critical values of 
€3.5/Kg for gilthead sea bream and €3.9/Kg for sea bass in 2001 and 2002. In some cases it was 
even sold at lower prices, below cost price. 
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However, demand for fish farming products depends on the volume of catches, but it varies 
according to price. The drop in prices caused an increase in demand. Consequently prices 
increased again but did not reach high enough levels to encourage the sector’s development. 
 
The reduction in prices and their impact on the economy of businesses led to a restructuring of 
Greek aquaculture and the consolidation of medium-sized and large enterprises having the 
advantage of economies of scale in production. A significant proportion of production is 
concentrated in five large groups (Galaxidi Fishfarming, Hellenic Fishfarming, Interfish 
Aquaculture and Nireus) that are listed on the stock exchange. Occasionally they also carry out 
fish farming outside Greece or extend to other activities in the food sector. Even so, the majority 
of businesses are small.  
 

There are around 300 businesses involved in fish farming and 
more than 40 farms producing fish fry. More than 80% of sea 
bass and gilthead sea bream production comes from farms 
that are members of the Federation of Greek Mariculture. 
This map shows the location of these farms. Production of 
gilthead sea bream and sea bass started in the provinces of 
Fokida, Euboea, Kefalonia and Chios. Although subsequently 
farming did extend somewhat, the majority of production still 
comes from these provinces. 
 
Given the closed nature of many of the aquaculture 
production areas and their development, there have been 
conflicts of interest with small-scale coastal fishing, the 
tourist sector and environmental protection groups.  
 
The cost structure is very different for vertically integrated 
businesses and bait farms. Feed accounts for most of the 
costs, followed a long way behind by the cost of fry. 

Fluctuations in the prices of feed combined with the reduction in the sale price of gilthead sea 
bream and sea bass have had a direct impact on the profits of businesses. Production of sea bass 
and gilthead sea bream fry increased annually by more than 30% in the 1990s. Fry production is 
more than 300 million units. Vertically integrated businesses sell around 70% of what they 
produce (approximately 70%) to other businesses. 
 
More than half of the sea bass and gilthead sea bream produced is exported (mainly to other EU 
countries) through commercial networks linked to large companies in the sector. The bigger 
companies export a significant part of what they produce directly, reducing their market share in 
Greece. 
 

5. FISHING FLEET 
 
The Greek fishing fleet is dominated by small coastal vessels, as out of a total of 18 900 units, 
more than 17 300 are less than 12 metres in length. More than 21% of the vessels in the 
Community fleet are registered in Greece. However, because of their small size, they represent 
only 5% of the tonnage and 8% of the power. These characteristics also apply to the Greek 
fleet’s main activity, which is focused on catching coastal species around the islands and some 
other species further beyond the continental shelf. Only a small group of Greek fishing vessels 
(around 35, representing around 12 000 gross tonnes and 23 000 kW) currently operate in 
international waters, catching fish and crustaceans in the central Atlantic and the western coast 
of Africa. 
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For the purposes of regional standardisation, the General Fisheries Council for the 
Mediterranean agreed at its 21st session to set the minimum length under the Agreement at 15 
metres to promote compliance with international conservation and organisation measures by 
fishing vessels fishing on the high seas. In accordance with that agreement, Greek vessels more 
than 15 metres in length would have to be considered as industrial. Currently 96% of the Greek 
fishing fleet (17 643 vessels) is less than 15 metres in length, and according to the criterion used 
by the General Fisheries Council for the Mediterranean, they should be considered as small-
scale fishing vessels. There is therefore an option in the criterion to define small-scale coastal 
fishing, using a length of 12 or 15 metres. In the case of Greece, there are 420 vessels between 
12 and 15 metres in length, representing 2% of the Greek fleet. 
 

The Greek fishing fleet has a 
very unusual position in the 
Community fleet as a whole. 
Although 22% of the vessels are 
registered in Greece, they 
represent only 5% of the gross 
tonnage and 8% of the total 
power. This is because of the 
predominance of vessels less 
than 12 metres in length in the 
Greek fleet. These vessels 
represent 25% of the number of 
vessels, 21% of the gross tonnage 
and 16% of the power in this 
category of the Community fleet.  

 
The Greek fleet’s share in the 
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The remainder of the vessels have a much smaller share in the Community fleet. Only the 24 to 
30 metre category is slightly representative, as it represents 9% of the number of Community 
vessels and 8% of the gross tonnage or power in this category. 

 
The Greek fleet has another particular 
characteristic. In general, the vessels 
have lower gross tonnage and power 
than the Community fleet. This situation 
is evident across the fleet, given the 
weight of the vessels less than 12 metres 
in length in the Greek fleet. Even when 
analysing each length category, the 
tonnage and power of the Greek vessels 
are lower than their equivalents in the 
Community fleet. The only exception is 
in the 36 to 42 metre fleet category, in 
which the average tonnage of the Greek 
fleet is slightly higher than that of the 
Community fleet.  

 
Average parameters of the Greek fleet 

over the EU 15 fleet (%) by length 
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The abnormally low values for vessels more than 42 metres in length can be attributed to the age 
of the vessels in the Greek fleet, as they are on average 40 years old.  
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5.1. STRUCTURE OF THE GREEK FISHING FLEET 
 

Distribution of the Greek fleet according to type of gear. Tonnage and power 
Type of gear Number of vessels Tonnage (GT) Engine power (kW) 
Fixed gear 94% 44% 65%
Towed gear 6% 56% 35%
Source: Own from Community Fishing Fleet Register 

 
The predominance of small-scale fishing means that fixed gear predominates over towed gear in 
terms of numbers of vessels. However, vessels that use towed gear represent 44% of the total 
tonnage and 65% of the total power. 94% of the Greek fishing fleet is made up of vessels that 
are less than 12 metres in length, representing 39% of the tonnage and 61% of the power. 
Another significant indicator is the fact that according to the Community Fishing Fleet Register, 
only 356 vessels (2% of the Greek fishing fleet) declare that they do not use an engine. 
 

Distribution of the Greek fleet according to length. Average tonnage and power 
  % Vessels >12 

m in length 
% Vessels <12 
m in length 

% Vessels <12 m 
in length with 
engine 

No of vessels 6% 94% 92% 
Tonnage (GT) 63% 37% 37% 
Power (kW) 39% 61% 61% 

Average tonnage (GT/vessel) 5 52 2 
Average power (kW/vessel) 30 185 19 

Source: Own from Community Fishing Fleet Register 
 
The average age of the Greek fleet is 24 years, with major differences between length 
categories. The average age of vessels more than 12 metres in length is 18 years. The 228 
vessels more than 24 metres in length are an average age of 7 years. However, the three vessels 
that are more than 42 metres in length have an average age of 40 years. 
 
The Greek fleet is predominated by vessels with wooden hulls (77%). Vessels with fibreglass 
hulls are much less common (22%), while vessels with metal hulls represent only 2% of the 
Greek fleet. The situation changes radically in the case of vessels less than 12 metres in length. 
In this fleet category, 70% of vessels have wooden hulls and 24% have metal hulls, while only 
5% of vessels have plastic or fibreglass hulls. 
 
In general, plastic or fibreglass hulls are more common in vessels around six metres in length, 
while metal hulls are more common in vessels more than 24 metres in length. In both cases, 
these vessels are rarely more than 25 years old. 
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Since 1991 the number of vessels 
in the Greek fleet has decreased 
by 84%, the gross tonnage by 79% 
and the total power by 76%. 
According to Eurostat data, this 
has taken place in three stages. 
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The first reduction took place in 1993 and affected the number of vessels, tonnage and power in 
equal proportions. Until 1998, the Greek fishing fleet remained stable. However, in 1999 there 
was a sharp drop, especially in the power of the fleet.  
 
From 2002, after the reform of the Common Fisheries Policy, a process of gradual reduction of 
the fleet began, mostly affecting tonnage, but the number of vessels and the total power have 
also been affected. 
 

Development of the Greek fleet by length categories. 1991/2004 
Increases GT/vessel kW/vessel 

  Vessel GT/vessel kW/vessel 1991 2004 1991 2004
0-5.9 m. -29% 0% 18% 1 1 7 9
6-11.9 m. -3% -4% -18% 3 3 32 26
12-17.9 m. -32% -3% -10% 19 18 120 108
18-23.9 m. -19% -1% -11% 51 51 265 236
24-29.9 m. 16% 6% -10% 105 111 336 303
30-35.9 m. 208% -13% -30% 230 200 523 366
36-41.9 m. -75% 22% 18% 336 409 683 807
> 42 m. -77% -16% -13% 656 553 883 769
TOTAL -16% -6% -9% 5 5 33 30
Source: Own from Community Fishing Fleet Register 

 
The reduction in the fleet was not consistent across all length categories. In fact, the number of 
vessels between 30 and 36 metres in length increased considerably from 12 to 37. However, 
during that period this length category changed substantially, as the average tonnage per boat 
decreased by 13%, and the average power decreased by 30%. The fleet category of vessels 
between 24 and 30 metres in length also increased (16%) from 159 to 184 vessels. The average 
tonnage increased by 6% although average power decreased by 10%. 
 
However, in the fleet categories more than 36 metres in length the development has been the 
reverse. This fleet category gradually reduced by a total of 76%, from 50 vessels in 1991 to 12 
vessels in 2004. The greatest reductions took place in 1993 and from 2002, although between 
those years there was a gradual decrease. The decrease in this fleet category is a result of the 
growing difficulties for the Greek fleet in accessing the waters of other countries. Vessels 
between 18 and 30 metres in length decreased by 9% (46 vessels). However, their average 
tonnage has increased by 10%, although their power has decreased by 9%. 
 
In the shorter fleet categories there has been a clear restructuring, this fleet is increasingly 
focused on vessels between 6 and 12 metres in length. Among the vessels used for small-scale 
coastal fishing, it is clear that there was a lack of renewal of vessels less than 6 metres in length, 
which decreased by 29% between 1991 and 2004, although their average power increased by 
18%. The 6 to 12 metre fleet suffered a slight reduction in the number of vessels (-3%) and a 
larger reduction in average power (-18%). 
 
In summary, the fleet of medium and large vessels, adapted to operating in the Mediterranean 
and the Atlantic, has seen the greatest reduction. Although the decrease in profitability and the 
incentives of the policy of adjusting the fleet capacity are determining factors in the size of this 
reduction, the trigger for the process of reduction in this fleet category was the growing 
problems in accessing fishing zones situated in other countries’ waters. However, the increase in 
the number of vessels between 24 and 30 metres in length, with a more modern design and more 
efficient engines, cannot be ignored. 
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5.3. Regional distribution of the fishing fleet 
 

Regional distribution of the Greek fishing fleet 
  % of total fleet  

 
Number of 

vessels 
Tonnage 

(GT) 
Power 
(kW) 

GT / 
Vessel 

kW / 
Vessel 

East Macedonia, Thrace 5% 7% 6% 7.4 41.5
Attica 11% 24% 17% 10.7 43.9
Western Greece 5% 3% 4% 3.3 25.2
Ionian Islands 9% 4% 6% 2.6 20.6
Epirus 4% 1% 2% 1.8 15.0
Central Macedonia 11% 18% 18% 8.4 48.5
Crete 5% 5% 4% 4.4 24.3
South Aegean 13% 11% 12% 4.6 27.7
Peloponnese 10% 6% 7% 3.2 21.3
Continental Greece 11% 9% 11% 4.1 27.5
Thessaly 5% 4% 5% 4.4 28.2
North Aegean 12% 7% 8% 2.8 19.2
TOTAL 100% 100% 100% 5.1 29.5

Source: Own from Community fishing fleet register 
 
The majority of the fleet is based in the Aegean Sea regions, and to a much lesser extent in those 
of the Ionian Sea and Crete. The northern Aegean Sea regions (East Macedonia and Thrace, 
Central Macedonia, North Aegean and Thessaly) represent a third of the Greek fishing fleet. 
Attica is the province with the largest number of vessels registered (11%). The fleet is also 
much larger than the average for the Greek fleet. These two facts reflect the importance of the 
port of Piraeus and also the fact that this port is where the Greek ocean fleet is registered. As 
well as Attica, the provinces of Euboea, the Cyclades, Lesbos, the Dodecanese and Thessaloniki 
have more than 1 000 vessels. 
 

6. FISHING ACTIVITY 
 
The majority of the fishing fleet, which consists of smaller vessels, is used for small-scale 
coastal fishing. The larger vessels are used for seine fishing, mainly targeting small pelagics 
(mainly anchovies and sardines) and bottom trawling. The ocean fleet operates mainly using the 
opportunities opened up by the fisheries agreements signed by the European Union with Guinea 
Conakry, Guinea-Bissau, Senegal and Mauritania. 
 

6.1. FISHING GEAR 
 
This table shows the gear declared in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 26/2004 on the 
Community fishing fleet register. 
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Main fishing gear used by the Greek fishing fleet 

Gear 1: Main Gear 
Gear 2: Subsidiary Gear 
Code Gear Vessels 

Gear 1 
Vessels 
Gear 2 

Total % Vessels 
Gear 1 

% Vessels 
Gear 2 

DRB Vessel dredges 25 70 95 0% 0% 
Dredges 25 70 95 0% 0% 
FPO Pots (traps) 101 228 329 1% 1% 
Traps 101 228 329 1% 1% 
GNS Set (anchored) gillnets 4 129 10 756 14 885 23% 59% 
GTN Combined trammel and gillnets 59 141 200 0% 1% 
GTR Trammel nets 1 0 1 0% 0% 
Gill nets and entangling nets 4 189 10 897 15 086 23% 59% 
LHP Hand lines and pole lines (hand 

operated) 
823 1 068 1 891 4% 6% 

LLD Longlines (drifting) 396 66 462 2% 0% 
LLS Set longlines 11 743 4 800 16 543 64% 26% 
LTL Troll lines 1 8 9 0% 0% 
Hooks and lines 12 963 5 942 18 905 71% 32% 
PTB Bottom pair trawls 1 0 1 0% 0% 
OTB Bottom otter trawl 355 10 365 2% 0% 
Trawls 356 10 366 2% 0% 
PS Purse seines 299 242 541 2% 1% 
Surrounding nets 299 242 541 2% 1% 
SB Beach seines 401 18 419 2% 0% 
Seines 401 18 419 2% 0% 
NK Gear unknown (1) 0 0 0 0% 0% 
NO No gear (2) 0 927 927 0% 5% 
R (EC) 26/2004 
(1) Not valid for all vessels in fleet or reported from 1 January 2003. 
(2) Valid only for subsidiary fishing gear. 
Source: Own from Community fishing fleet register 

 
The most commonly used main gear is set longlines (64% of vessels) and set (anchored) gillnets 
(23%). These two types of gear are the main gear of 87% of vessels in the Greek fleet. However, 
gillnets predominate as secondary gear (59% of vessels), while set longlines are used as 
secondary gear only by 26% of vessels. 
 
The use of the different types of gear, as main and secondary gear is partly dependent on vessel 
size. The table below shows the percentage of vessels more than and less than 12 metres in 
length that use the different types of fishing gear. 
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Gear used in the Greek fleet according to size of vessels 

    Main Gear Secondary Gear 

Code Gear % Vessels  
< 12m 

% Vessels  
> 12m 

% Vessels  
< 12m 

% Vessels  
> 12m 

FPO Pots (traps) 1% 0% 1% 0% 
Traps 1% 0% 1% 0% 
GNS Set (anchored) gillnets 24% 8% 60% 25% 
GTN Combined trammel and gillnets 0% 0% 1% 1% 
Gill nets and entangling nets 24% 8% 61% 25% 
LHP Hand lines and pole lines (hand 

operated) 
5% 2% 6% 1% 

LLD Longlines (drifting) 2% 3% 0% 0% 
LLS Set longlines 66% 25% 23% 18% 
Hooks and lines 73% 29% 30% 20% 
OTB Bottom otter trawl 0% 31% 0% 1% 
Trawls 0% 31% 0% 1% 
PS Purse seines 0% 26% 0% 11% 
Surrounding nets 0% 26% 0% 11% 
SB Beach seines 2% 6% 0% 1% 
Seines 2% 6% 0% 1% 
NK Gear unknown (1) 0% 0% 0% 0% 
NO No gear (2) 0% 0% 7% 42% 
R (EC) 26/2004 
(1) Not valid for all vessels in fleet or reported from 1 January 2003. 
(2) Valid only for subsidiary fishing gear. 
Source: Own from Community fishing fleet register 

 
The main gear used varies greatly depending on the length of the vessel. The main gear used 
most frequently by vessels less than 12 metres in length is set longlines (66% of vessels in this 
category), followed by gillnets (24%). However, in the category of vessels more than 12 metres 
in length, the predominant main gear is bottom otter trawls (31% of vessels in this fleet 
category), followed by purse seines (26%) and set longlines (25%). 
 
There are also differences in the use of subsidiary gear between fleet categories. In the case of 
vessels less than 12 metres in length, gillnets are declared by 60% of vessels in this fleet 
category, and set longlines by 23% of vessels. However, in the case of vessels more than 12 
metres in length, there is a greater diversity. The most commonly declared gear is gillnets (25% 
of vessels more than 12 metres in length), followed by set longlines (18%) and purse seines 
(11%). 

 
Vessels that use set longlines as their main gear are an average of 6.8 metres in length, their 
average tonnage is 2.4 tonnes and their average power is 20.8 kW. The average length of vessels 
that use gillnets as their main gear is 6.6 metres, their average tonnage is 2.1 tonnes and their 
average power is 19.1 kW. Vessels that use bottom otter trawls as their main gear are larger. 
Their average length is 25.2 metres, their average tonnage is 106.3 tonnes and their average 
power is 305.3 kW. The use of purse seines is characteristic for vessels with an average length 
of 19 metres, an average tonnage of 40.5 tonnes and an average power of 180.1 kW. 
 
Cases of declarations that subsidiary gear is not used indicate a degree of specialisation in just 
two types of gear. This applies to 60% of trawlers and 40% of seine vessels. 
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6.2. FISHING METHODS 
 
Bottom trawling 
 
The continental shelf in Greek waters is very narrow apart from in the northern Aegean. 
Consequently, there is a very limited scope for bottom trawling. Its main target species are hake, 
striped red mullet, shrimp, Norway lobster and cephalopods. There are signs that some target 
species such as hake and Norway lobster are declining. However, striped red mullet appears to 
be more stable. 
 
11% of bottom trawlers operate in the Ionian Sea, catching hake, squid, red mullet, shrimp, 
bogue, picarel and poor cod. More than 50% of the trawlers that operate in the Ionian Sea are 
registered at Patras, the largest fishing port in Western Greece, while the rest are spread around 
other smaller ports. 
 
87% of this fleet category operates in the Aegean Sea, targeting shrimp, hake, red mullet, 
monkfish, octopus and Norway lobster. In the Aegean, the largest ports for the trawling fleet are 
Piraeus and Thessaloniki (32% and 28% of the trawling fleet in the Aegean). 11% of the 
trawlers in the Aegean are registered at the Halkidiki Peninsula and on the island of Euboea, and 
7% at the ports of Kavala and Alexandroupoli, while only around 4% are registered at the ports 
of the Cyclades. 
 
The Sea of Thrace is the largest fishing ground for trawling in Greek waters. The main ports are 
Kavala and Alexandroupoli. 40% of the trawlers that operate in the Sea of Thrace are registered 
at each of them. There are also trawlers from other zones, mainly in Thessaloniki, which operate 
in the Sea of Thrace.   
 
Only 2% of the bottom trawlers operate in Cretan waters, targeting hake, red mullet and shrimp. 
The narrow continental shelf restricts trawling. For this reason only a few trawlers are registered 
at the island’s northern parts. 
 
The number of bottom trawlers has significantly decreased (18% between 1991 and 2003, 
according to the Ministry of Agriculture). This fleet category is under pressure because of the 
application of the measures under Regulation (EC) No 1626/94 and the VMS. In addition, the 
reduction in profitability arising from the decrease in catches has led to the use of programmes 
to reduce fleet capacity by this category. 
 
The first point of conflict between bottom trawling and small-scale coastal fishing is in the 
Ionian Sea owing to illegal fishing at depths of less than 50 metres. The VMS will resolve this 
situation, which explains why trawlers are resisting the application of this system. 
 
Pelagic trawling is banned in Greece. It appears, however, that in the northern Aegean, some 
trawlers catch anchovies using pelagic trawling, creating conflicts with seine fishing. 
 
Bottom trawling is halted from 1 July to 30 September. Also, in some closed gulfs or in 
ecosystems classified as sensitive (Patras, northern Gulf of Euboea, Gulf of Thessaloniki), 
bottom trawling is banned for 6 to 9 months, or all year round (Gulf of Pagasitikos, marine 
reserve of the Sporades Islands, Gulf of Arta). 
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Regulation (EC) No 1626/94 bans bottom trawling less than 3 miles from the coast or at depths 
of less than 50 metres. Greek legislation bans it less than 1 mile from the coast, at whatever 
depth. 
 
Seine fishing 
 
In Greece, seine fishing is divided into two categories, day and night. Night seine fishing 
catches mainly anchovies, sardines, mackerel, bogues and horse mackerel. However, the profits 
from night seine fishing mainly lie in anchovies. The biomass of the stock and the average sizes 
of the landings of anchovies and sardines have decreased in recent years. However, it appears 
that anchovy stocks are recovering. 
 
Day seine fishing catches mainly migratory pelagic species such as Atlantic bonito (Sarda 
sarda), jack (Caranx spp.), greater amberjack (Seriola dumerlii) and meagre (Argyrosomus 
regius). It is banned during July and August, and small-scale coastal fishermen consider this 
fishing method to be damaging, arguing that it is done in shallow waters, targeting demersal 
species. 
 
84% of the seine fleet operates in the Aegean Sea, 13% in the Ionian Sea and nearly 4% in 
Cretan waters. According to the Ministry of Agriculture, the seine fishing sector declined by 
12% between 1991 and 2003 for reasons similar to those that led to the decline of bottom 
trawling. 
 
Seine fishing is banned less than 300 metres from the coast or at depths of less than 30 metres. 
There is a halt from 15 December to the end of February for night seine fishing and from 1 July 
to 31 August for day seine fishing. Night seine fishing is banned from two days before to two 
days after the full moon.  
 
Beach seines 
 
Fishing with beach seines can only be carried out during daylight hours and 1 mile from the 
coast. It is halted from April to September. The target species for beach seines are bogues, 
picarels, squid, sardines and jacks. Owing to the size of the mesh, it is a very unselective 
method, which is carried out in areas in which there is a concentration of juveniles of various 
species. 
 
This method of fishing is limited by geomorphology. Firstly, it cannot be done on rocky beds in 
case of net damage. Neither can it be done in areas with a broad continental shelf, because the 
slope of the bed is not sufficient for it to work properly. This is why this fishing gear is not used 
in the Sea of Thrace. There is therefore no competition for fishing grounds with bottom trawling 
or seine fishing. However, there is competition with small-scale coastal fishing when it uses 
fixed gear that stays for several days on sandy seabeds. 
 
However, there are problems with competition with seine fishing for sardines or with trammel 
nets and bottom trawling for red mullet. This situation arises in closed gulfs in which a large 
number of vessels operate. Small-scale coastal fishermen argue that beach seines catch juveniles 
of commercial species. 
 
74% of the fleet that uses beach seines operates in the Aegean Sea, 25% in the Ionian Sea and 
only 1% in Cretan waters. 
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Small-scale coastal fishing 
 
Small-scale coastal fishing is the predominant method in Greece. 94% of vessels are used for 
this type of fishing, representing 37% of the gross tonnage and 61% of the power of the fleet. 
74% of the small-scale coastal fishing fleet operates in the Aegean Sea, 22% in the Ionian Sea 
and around 4% in Cretan waters. 
 
In general, it is a multi-species fishing method that uses different types of gear, with the 
exception of some vessels that are dedicated to fishing for large pelagics. The common practice 
is to change gear throughout the year, according to the abundance of the different species in 
each area. 
 
However, the most commonly used gear is trammel nets, gillnets and longlines. Although there 
are different types used for the different target species, the most common are trammel nets, 
which are used in almost all areas throughout the year. The target species are hake, prawn, sole, 
gilthead sea bream, red mullet, pandora, dentex and cuttlefish. In particular, trammel nets are 
used for 60% of cuttlefish catches and 80% of sole catches. 
 
Trammel nets are also used throughout the year, although to varying extents depending on the 
areas. The target species are red mullet, bogue, horse mackerel, Atlantic bonito, mackerel, 
barracuda, hake and greater silver smelt. Longlines are used mainly in areas with rocky seabeds. 
The target species vary greatly. Down to 90 metres, they are used to fish for sea bream and 
grouper. In deeper waters, the target species are hake, red sea bream and large sea bream. 
 
Small-scale coastal fishing is mainly for demersal species. Consequently it competes with 
bottom trawling, in terms of both the target species and the fishing grounds. In some areas there 
is competition with seine fishing, although it is less fierce than the competition with bottom 
trawling. In general it is much more selective than bottom trawling, in terms of both size and 
species. Nevertheless, it is much more ubiquitous and does not leave natural refuges untouched 
for the target species. Technological advances in the electronic equipment and the capacity of 
the vessels is resulting in intensive fishing of some species such as wreckfish or red sea bream. 
 
In general, the average age of fishermen in this category is quite high. Often the owners of 
vessels used for small-scale coastal fishing have another occupation (mainly agriculture or 
tourism). 
 
Fishing for large pelagics 
 
Fishing for large pelagics is regulated by a special system of licences and fishing for swordfish 
is halted from 1 October to 31 January to protect juveniles. The fleet operates mainly in the 
waters of the Aegean, the Ionian Sea and Crete, although seasonally the activity moves towards 
more eastern waters. 

  Greece. BLUEFIN TUNA quotas
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Fishing for bluefin tuna is 
regulated by the 
International Commission 
for the Conservation of 
Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT), 
which establishes maximum 
annual catch quotas allowed 
for the Greek fleet. This is 
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the only fishery under a quota system in Greece. 

7. LEGAL AND INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK 
 
The Decree Laws No 420/70 (Fishing Code), No 1740/87 and No 2040/92 establish the 
framework for managing fisheries in Greece and measures for the preservation of aquatic 
resources. Presidential decrees have also been issued, including measures that regulate fishing in 
Greece’s territorial waters.  
 
Greece’s management and conservation measures can be classified in two categories: 

• controls on the fishing effort, with restrictions on the number of vessels and their 
capacity, and; 

• rationalisation of the use of the resources, with technical measures and restrictions on 
areas or periods of time. 

 
Fishing requires a licence, which may be transferred with administrative authorisation. The 
licences are awarded by the Coastguard (part of the Ministry of the Merchant Navy) following 
approval by the Ministry of Rural Development and Food. Following the restrictions introduced 
in 1988, the granting of licences was frozen in 1991. New licences can, however, be granted to 
replace old licences for vessels with the same capacity. Licences may be suspended as an 
administrative penalty if the legislation is not complied with. 
 
Ministerial decisions No 290339 of 16 January 2001 and No 292288 of 28 December 2001 ban 
pelagic trawling and impose restrictions on fishing with beach seines.  
 
The aim of Presidential Decree 109/02 is rational management of national fishery resources, 
including technical measures for fishing aquatic resources used as bait for fishing. 
 
Recreational fishing is governed by Presidential Decree 373/85, which defines the gear and 
quantities permitted, and the seasonal restrictions. The marketing of catches from recreational 
fishing is banned. Nevertheless, despite administrative penalties, there is semi-professional 
activity in recreational fishing, to the detriment of small-scale coastal fishing. 
 
The Ministry of Rural Development and Food is responsible for implementing Community and 
national policies on the management and conservation of fishery resources. Monitoring of 
fishing activities is carried out by the Ministry of the Merchant Navy and the port authorities, 
who ensure that the regulations in force are applied and impose administrative penalties if they 
are not complied with. 
 
The development and management of the aquaculture sector is regulated by plans of the 
Ministry of Rural Development and Food. Other authorities with responsibility for 
implementing fishery policies are:  

• Ministry of the Environment, 
• Ministry of Development, which conducts market inspections and  
• the regional and provincial governments that supervise local implementation of fishery 

policy. 
 
8. PORTS 
 
Given to the small size of most vessels in the Greek fleet, the landing points are scattered all 
along the coast. The majority are simply mooring points, such as natural harbours, beaches and 
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small quays used by small-scale fishing vessels. Only 212 ports play an administrative role. 
However, the Greek fleet is very concentrated. Sixteen ports have 51% of the vessels in the 
Greek fleet, 36% of the tonnage and 54% of the power. 
 

Regional distribution of fishing ports in Greece 

  Number 
of ports 

% Ports Vessels / 
port 

GT/ port kW / 
Port 

East Macedonia, Thrace 11 5% 76 569 3 170
Attica 28 13% 74 796 3 256
Western Greece 12 6% 79 263 1 994
Ionian Islands 14 7% 109 284 2 285
Epirus 4 2% 161 289 2 412
Central Macedonia 17 8% 120 1 010 5 836
Crete 15 7% 65 283 1 569
South Aegean 38 18% 61 277 1 684
Peloponnese 20 9% 90 284 1 899
Continental Greece 27 13% 76 315 2 104
Thessaly 7 3% 130 575 3 710
North Aegean 19 9% 115 323 2 209
TOTAL 212 100% 87 439 2 552
Source: Own from Community fishing fleet register 

 
The geographical distribution of the ports is somewhat different from that of the fleet, and their 
characteristics vary greatly. The regions with the most ports are the South Aegean, Attica and 
Continental Greece. These three regions have 44% of the Greek fishing ports. The ports in 
Central Macedonia and Attica have the largest vessels.  
 
The largest Greek ports are Piraeus (Attica) and Thessaloniki (Central Macedonia). 9% of the 
vessels are registered at these ports, but they represent 32% of the gross tonnage and 22% of the 
power of the Greek fleet. 
 
Vessels from third countries may only land their catches at the ports of Patras, Piraeus, 
Thessaloniki and Kavala. 
 

9. USE OF PRODUCTION 
 
9.1. MARKETING 
 
ETANAL (State Company for the Development of Fishing), whose principal shareholder is the 
Agricultural Bank of Greece, has created a network of fish markets. However, some of the 
small-scale fishing catches are sold directly to hotels and restaurants, or even to private 
individuals, without going through the ETANAL markets. 
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 Domestic production sold fresh through the ETANAL 
network 

(Kg) Aquaculture Catches TOTAL 
Alexandroupoli   609 136 609 136
Thessaloniki 890 13 348 686 13 349 576
Kavala   9 102 945 9 102 945
Kalymnos   29 872 29 872
Missolonghi 1 536 088 395 759 1 931 847
Patras   2 474 559 2 474 559
Piraeus   16 536 423 16 536 423
Preveza 573 580 550 302 1 123 882
Chania   1 745 514 1 745 514
Chalcis   4 713 495 4 713 495
Chios   207 965 207 965
TOTAL 2 110 558 49 714 656 51 825 214

Source: ETANAL. Own table 

ETANAL manages eleven fish markets: 
Alexandroupoli, Thessaloniki, Kavala, 
Kalymnos, Missolonghi, Patras, Piraeus, 
Preveza, Chania, Chalcis and Chios which 
sell around 55% of domestic catches. They 
also sell imported goods and aquaculture 
products. 
 
Piraeus sells 33% of the fresh domestic 
catches sold through the ETANAL network, 
Thessaloniki sells 27% and Kavala sells 18%. 
Only the markets in Missolonghi (73%) and 
Preveza (23%) sell significant quantities of 
aquaculture produ 
 
 
 

 
There are some markets in which the 
quantity of domestic catches sold fresh 
is increasing. However, of these only 
Kavala, where volume has increased 
by 19% in the last six years, has a 
significant market share. Nevertheless, 
the volume of fresh produce sold at 
the market in Thessaloniki has been 
substantially and gradually decreasing. 
In the last six years there has been a 
19% drop, which is partly responsible 
for the decline in quantities sold 
through ETANAL. 

 
Fresh catches sold through 

ETANAL (Kg) 
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9.2. PROCESSING 
 
In Greece there are around three hundred fish processing factories, providing more than 3 000 
jobs. The majority are small and medium-sized factories. 45% of the factories are focused on 
primary processing, 29% on freezing and 26% on secondary processing.  
 
The main products are frozen or salted, while canned and smoked products are of secondary 
importance. However, with the growth in aquaculture production, commercial packaging of 
products is developing. Production is increasing, with the increase in availability of raw 
materials from both aquaculture and imports. 
 
Aside from the packaging of aquaculture products, 38% of the products processed come from 
the province of Thessaloniki, 19% from Attica and 13% from Kavala. Although there are 
processing factories in other provinces, the concentration of factories is much lower.  
 
In general, the factories in northern Greece specialise in salting, smoking and canning, while the 
freezing industry is concentrated in Attica. The Greek processing industry works mainly with 
sardines and anchovies. The majority of the factories are situated near the landing ports for 
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small pelagics such as Kavala, northern Euboea, Volos, Lesbos, etc. The activity of these 
factories has been greatly affected by the decrease in catches of anchovies and in their average 
size at the beginning of this decade. 
 

10. EXTERNAL TRADE 
 

The trade deficit in fishery 
products is increasing year by 
year. The increase in 
consumption per capita and the 
gradual decline in catches have 
led to a major increase in 
imports, which has not been 
compensated for by the increase 
in exports arising from the 
expansion of aquaculture, which 
is strongly oriented towards 
exports. The trade deficit is more 
than 120 000 tonnes, with a 
value of more than EUR 114 
million. 

 
External trade in fisheries 

products (Tm) 

-150 000 

-100 000 

-50 000 
0 

50 000 
100 000 
150 000 
200 000 
250 000 

19
76

 
19

78
 

19
80

 
19

82
 

19
84

 
19

86
 

19
88

 
19

90
 

19
92

 
19

94
 

19
96

 
19

98
 

20
00

 
20

02
 

Import.
Export.

Bal.

 
 

 
 

Average prices for external trade in fishery 
products (€/Kg) 

0.5 
1.0 
1.5 
2.0 
2.5 
3.0 
3.5 
4.0 
4.5 
5.0 

19
76

 
19

78
 

19
80

 
19

82
 

19
84

 
19

86
 

19
88

 
19

90
 

19
92

 
19

94
 

19
96

 
19

98
 

20
00

 
20

02
 

Import.

Export.

 
In general, Greece imports 
raw materials for the fishery 
products processing industry 
and has been exporting fresh 
products with a higher value. 
As aquaculture production 
developed both in Greece and 
in other countries of the 
Mediterranean Basin, the 
average prices of Greek 
exports gradually decreased. 
The development of export 
prices reflects the way in 
which aquaculture products 
have become ‘commodities’. 
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11. RESEARCH 
 
Hellenic Centre for Marine Research (HCMR) 
 
The Hellenic Centre for Marine Research (HCMR) was created by a Decree of 3 June 2003 to 
integrate research in marine science funded by the Greek Government. It combines the previous 
research institutes such as the NCMR and the IMBC, and their research centres. Currently the 
HCMR has five institutes: the Institute of Oceanography, the Institute of Aquaculture, the 
Institute of Marine Biological Resources, the Institute of Inland Waters and the Institute of 
Marine Biology and Genetics. It has two oceanography vessels, the Aegaou and the Philia; the 
submersible Thetis, and, for deep water, the Max Rover and the Super Achilles. HCMR is also 
responsible for the aquariums in Rhodes and Crete. 
 
Institute of Aquaculture 
 
The Institute of Aquaculture conducts basic and applied research into technology development 
and transfer, the biology of species and breeding techniques. The basic research is focused on 
the biological mechanisms that play a part in aquaculture production (physiology, pathology, 
ethology, developmental biology, immunology, metabolism, etc.). The main areas of applied 
research are the development and improvement of production systems, the composition and 
technology of fish feed, the selection of new species, production methods, interactions between 
aquaculture and the environment and studying and improving the natural productivity of marine 
systems. In addition to laboratories, it has an experimental centre for vertical integration of 
production (from the larval stage to the commercial stage in Paros (Candia) and a pilot farm in 
Souda Bay. 
 
Institute of Oceanography 
 
The Institute of Oceanography has centres in Anavissos (Attica) and Crete. It conducts research 
into the marine environment, focusing on the interactions between the physical, chemical, 
biological and geological processes that act on marine ecosystems. 
 
Institute of Marine Biological Resources 
 
The Institute of Marine Biological Resources works in the field of the management of fisheries 
and coastal zones. It also conducts technical assistance programmes and training activities. Its 
three main areas of work are the management of fishery resources, interaction between fishing 
and the environment and the management of coastal zones. It also works on the analysis and 
filing of data and technology transfer.  
 
Hellenic National Oceanographic Data Centre (HNODC)  
 
The HNODC was created in 1986, as an integral part of the National Centre for Marine 
Research (NCMR). It has the status of a national agency and is responsible for processing, filing 
and distributing marine data. HNODC is also developing techniques for processing 
oceanographic data and maintaining oceanographic databases. 
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Hellenic Network of Marine Microbial Ecology  
 
This network provides information on research activities associated with marine microbiology 
in Greece: research laboratories, international research projects, communications, companies, 
organisations, institutions and laboratories.  
 
POSEIDON system 
 
The majority of the Greek coast is under pressure, resulting from the increasing tendency of the 
population to move from the interior to the coast, marine pollution, and in general the 
development of the coastal regions. In addition, the complex geomorphology of the Greek coast 
and the interactions between natural processes and human activities are causing significant 
changes in a sensitive environment. These problems can be tackled through integrated 
management of coastal zones, which requires monitoring and planning measures. The National 
Centre for Marine Research has launched the ‘POSEIDON’ system. POSEIDON is a monitoring 
and prognostics system to improve environmental surveillance and facilitate marine transport, 
safety and sea rescue operations, fishing and aquaculture and the protection of marine 
ecosystems. POSEIDON has a network of observation buoys that is constantly monitoring the 
physical, biological and chemical parameters of the Greek seas. There is a specialised centre for 
data processing and creating prognostic models. 
 
12. ORGANISATION OF THE SECTOR 
 
The Fisheries Council is a consultative body involving the authorities, scientists and 
representatives of the sector. Its main function is to examine legislation under preparation. 
 
In Greece there are only three recognised producers’ organisations. The cooperative 
‘Paghassitikos’ (Volos) was created in 1986, ‘Ostria S.A’ (Kleidi Hmanthias) in 2002 and 
‘Makedonia’ (Kavala), in 2003. 
 
PASEGES, the Panhellenic Confederation of Agricultural Cooperatives Unions brings together 
29 fishermen’s cooperatives, with a total of 2 892 and 1 864 vessels. 
 
The Federation of Greek Mariculture was founded in 1991 to support the development of the 
sector in its initial phase. It brings together more than 250 farms that account for more than 80% 
of gilthead sea bream and sea bass production. 
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13. WEB LINKS 
 
www.imbc.gr/fgm/ Federation of Greek Mariculture 

www.statistics.gr/Main_eng.asp General Secretariat of National 
Statistical Service of Greece 

www.hcmr.gr/ National Centre for Marine Research 

www.hcmr.gr/english_site/institutes/marine_gen/index.html Institute of Marine Biology and 
Genetics 

www.hcmr.gr/english_site/institutes/inland/index.html Institute of Inland Waters 

www.hcmr.gr/english_site/institutes/marine_res/index.html Institute of Marine Biological 
Resources 

www.hcmr.gr/english_site/institutes/aquaculture/index.html Institute of Aquaculture 
www.hcmr.gr/english_site/institutes/oceanography/index.html Institute of Oceanography 
www.etanal.gr ETANAL 
www.ate.gr/en/index.shtml Agricultural Bank of Greece 

www.paseges.gr/en/ Panhellenic Confederation of 
Agricultural Cooperatives Unions 
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