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Fisheries in France 

1. Introduction 
 
In 2004, fisheries and aquaculture production reached 845 000 tonnes, 70% of which was from 
marine fisheries, and 30% from aquaculture, mainly focused on oyster production. Despite the 
extent of France’s Exclusive Economic Zone, fishing in overseas waters represents only 3% of 
production volume but 11% of its value. Aquaculture represents almost one third of the value of 
total production and is done by 4 150 companies, 3 720 of which are focused on oyster and 
mussel production. 
 
The fisheries sector and aquaculture generate around 24 000 jobs, 3 500 of which are in the 
Overseas Departments. Brittany accounts for almost a third of the total employment (29%), 
followed by the North-Normandy (18%) and Poitou-Charentes-Aquitaine regions (18%), the 
Mediterranean (13%), the Overseas Departments (13%) and the Loire Region (9%). In 
metropolitan France, these jobs amount to 14 000 full-time fishing posts, 10 500 in bivalve 
mollusc production, 650 in marine fish farming and 1 200 in freshwater fish farming. Fishing 
generates an estimated 50 000 indirect jobs. 
 
In recent years there has been a significant reduction in the French fishing fleet as a result of the 
Community policy of adjusting the fleet to the resources. Although the number of vessels has 
decreased, the tonnage and power of the fleet have considerably increased in comparison with 
the development of the Community fleet. 
 
The average age of the French fishing fleet is twenty years. Vessels under 12 metres in length 
represent 82% of the French fishing fleet, 12% of the tonnage and 48% of the power. Brittany is 
the most important region for marine fisheries. Although it is the region with the largest number 
of vessels, its fishing capacity is far more significant, as it has 44% of the total tonnage and 29% 
of the power of the French fleet. The fleet in the other Atlantic regions represents 35% of the 
fleet power, the Mediterranean fleet 15%, and the fleet of the Overseas Departments and 
Territories 21%. 
 
The most commonly used main gear is pots (29% of vessels), set gillnets (18%), bottom otter 
trawls (16%), and all hooks and lines (15%). However, bottom trawls are predominant in vessels 
more than 12 metres in length. 
 
France is allocated around 7% of the total European Union quotas. Demersal species take up just 
over 60% of the quotas allocated to France and pelagic species (mainly blue whiting and 
herring) 36%. 
 
In France there are around three hundred authorised landing points. Fewer than a hundred of 
these have adequate landing, logistical or commercial infrastructures, and 41 ports have auction 
markets. However, seven ports have all the larger vessels, which represent 19% of the French 
fleet, 52% of its tonnage and 31% of its power. Two of these ports are in Brittany (Concarneau 
and Lorient), two are in Languedoc-Roussillon (Sète and Port Vendres), as well as Bayonne in 
Aquitaine, Fécamp in Upper Normandy and Boulogne in Nord-Pas de Calais. There are 44 fish 
auction markets. The four largest auctions (Boulogne-sur-Mer, Le Guilvinec, Lorient and 
Concarneau) represent 35% of the total volume sold at auctions and 33% of the value. 
 
In France there are around 150 processing companies, with around 13 000 employees. In general 
these are small companies. The production of canned fish represents 29% of the value of 
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production, frozen fish 28%, smoked and salted fish 20% and refrigerated pre-cooked fish 22%. 
26% of the companies are situated in Brittany, 22% on the Atlantic coast south of Brittany 
(Aquitaine, Poitou-Charentes and the Loire), 17% on the North Sea coast and in the English 
Channel, 20% on the Mediterranean coast and 15% inland. 
 
The external trade deficit for fisheries products is gradually increasing owing to lower domestic 
production, the resulting reduction in exports and a greater increase in imports. 
 

2. Geographical framework 
 
Metropolitan France is divided for administration purposes into 22 regions (including the 
‘territorial collectivity’ of Corsica), which are subdivided into 96 departments. There are also 
four Overseas Departments (DOM) (French Guiana, Guadeloupe, Martinique and Reunion), 
three Overseas Territories (TOM): Mayotte, St Pierre and Miquelon. Other French 
Dependencies are Bassas da India, Clipperton Island, Europa Island, French Polynesia, the 
Southern and Antarctic territories (Adelie Land and various islands and groups of islands), 
Glorioso Islands, Juan de Nova Island, New Caledonia, Tromelin Island, Wallis and Futuna. 
 
Metropolitan France has a 5 853 kilometre coastline and 12 602 kilometres overseas. Its 
territorial waters extend to 12 nautical miles, with an adjacent area of 24 nautical miles. The 
continental shelf reaches a depth of 200 metres or fishing depth and has a surface area of 20 450 
square kilometres. 
 
In 1998 France set up the EXTRAPLAC programme for the creation and management of 
dossiers for claims for extension of the continental shelf under its jurisdiction. 
 
The EXTRAPLAC project has to prepare the dossiers for all the potential extension areas, 
without conducting studies into the fisheries or mineral resources. As far as possible they must 
also present joint dossiers with other coastal states that share the same continental shelf. It is a 
project managed by IFREMER and has funding of 2.5 million euros per year. 
 
Currently EXTRAPLAC has established thirteen possible extension areas:  ‘Kerguelen’,  ‘St 
Paul and Amsterdam’,  ‘New Caledonia’,  ‘French Guiana’,  ‘Reunion – Scattered Islands’,  
‘Ouest-Iroise’,  ‘Adelie Land’,  ‘Crozet’,  ‘Clipperton’,  ‘Polynesia’,  ‘St Pierre and Miquelon’,  
‘Antilles’,  ‘Wallis and Futuna’. 
 
Although the 200 nautical mile Exclusive Economic Zone does not apply in the Mediterranean, 
it extends for 349 000 square kilometres for metropolitan France and nearly ten million square 
kilometres overseas. 
 
Despite the extent of the French Exclusive Economic Zone overseas, its development is 
hindered by a shortage of investment funds, logistical problems, the extraordinary costs arising 
from the distance and the small size and low purchasing power of the nearby markets. 
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Coastline and Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ) of France 
  Status above 

water 
surface 
area (000 
km

Length of 
coastline 
(km) 

number 
of 
islands 

EEZ 
surface 
area (000 
km2) 

2) 
Channel       56 1 759
Atlantic     2 208 2 400
Mediterranean     1 85 1 694
Metropolitan France   550 3 349 5 853
1. Guadeloupe 2 8 86 405
2. Martinique 1 1 47 293
3. French Guiana 90   131 682

Overseas 
Departments 

(DOM) 

4. Reunion 3 1 304 206
5. New Caledonia 17 16 1 364 3 367
6. Wallis and Futuna 0 5 266 106
7. Polynesia 4 118 4 804 4 497

Overseas 
Territories 

(TOM) 

8. French Southern and 
Antarctic Territories (TAAF) 

0      

1- Austral Islands 8 4 1 615 2 539
- Adelie Land 432   112 170
9. St Pierre and Miquelon 0 2 10 137Territorial 

Collectivities 
(CT) 

10. Mayotte 0 1 62 135

11. Clipperton 0 1 434 5French 
Possession 2 3 5 692 6012. Scattered Islands 

Overseas   559 128 9 927 12 602
TOTAL FRANCE   1 109 131 10 276 18 455
Source: Own from SHOM 

 
 
France is involved in several territorial disputes. Madagascar claims the French territories of 
Bassas da India, Europa Island, Glorioso Islands and Juan de Nova Island. Comoros claims 
Mayotte. Mauritius claims Tromelin Island. There is a territorial dispute between Suriname and 
French Guiana. France and Vanuatu claim Matthew and Hunter Islands, east of New Caledonia. 
 

                                                 
1  Amsterdam, Crozet, Kerguelen and St Paul Islands. 
2  Glorioso Islands, Juan de Nova Island, Bassas da India, Tromelin Island, Europa Island. 
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French Exclusive Economic Zones

Source: SHOM 

 
 
The arbitration tribunal in New York ruled in its judgment of 10 June 1992 on the dispute 
between France and Canada on the maritime boundary delimitation between the economic zone 
of St Pierre and Miquelon and that of Canada. The judgment granted France an exclusive 
economic zone of 12 400 km², whereas France was claiming a zone of 47 000 km². On 14 April 
1995 France and Canada reached an administrative agreement on cooperation arrangements on 
stock conservation and management in the subdivision 3Ps and on monitoring procedures with 
observers boarding vessels. The agreements on fishing possibilities are to be renegotiated in 
2007. The Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) 
recommended to the Canadian authorities that cod should be included in the list of endangered 
species, but the Canadian Government has not yet taken a decision. Also, owing to the existence 
of oilfields, Canada has announced that it wishes to extend its exclusive economic zone to the 
limit of its continental shelf, i.e. to 370 miles. 
 
In application of Law No 76-655 of 16 July 1976 as amended in 2003 on the economic zone, 
France created an ecological protection zone in the Mediterranean. This is a maritime zone 
under French jurisdiction beyond its territorial waters. 
 
In this zone, which is a reduced version of the exclusive economic zone, France has given itself 
some of the powers associated with an EEZ. France takes on the environmental protection 
obligations, which means that it can bring breaches committed in the zone, which previously 
could be prosecuted only by the flag State, before national courts. France has also taken on 
powers over scientific research, the installation and use of artificial islands and other 
installations. 
 

3. Employment 
 
According to the DPMA, in 2003 the fisheries sector provided 23 785 jobs, 3 500 of which are 
in the Overseas Departments. In metropolitan France these amount to 14 000 full-time fishing 
posts, 10 500 in bivalve mollusc production, 650 in marine fish farming and 1 200 in freshwater 
fish farming. 
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Fishing and bivalve mollusc production take up 93% of the total employment, while fish 
farming as a whole scarcely generates 2 000 jobs. 85% of fisheries employment is in 
metropolitan France and 15% in the Overseas Departments. 

 
Small-scale coastal fishing 
represents 46% of on-board 
employment based in 
metropolitan France. Both coastal 
fishing and fishing on the high 
seas represent 24%, and distant 
water fishing 6%. 

 
Employment in the fisheries sector and 

aquaculture 

Fishing; 53%Bivalve  
aquaculture; 
40% 

Marine 
fish farming; 
2% 

Freshwater 
fish farming;  

5% 

 
Employment has decreased in the 
majority of the activities. Only 
the bivalve mollusc production 
through aquaculture has 
increased. Between 1988 and 
1997 fisheries employment 
decreased by 24%, and by an 
additional 14% between 1998 and 
2003. Within fishing, the greatest 
reductions have been in fishing 
on the high seas and in small-
scale coastal fishing. 
 

 
The chart opposite shows the 
regional distribution of 
employment in metropolitan 
France. 85% of the employment is 
generated on the Atlantic coast and 
only 15% on the Mediterranean. If 
the Overseas Departments are also 
taken into consideration, Brittany 
still accounts for nearly a third of 
the total employment (28.8%), 
followed by the North Normandy 
(18.4%), Poitou-Charentes-
Aquitaine (17.7%), and 
Mediterranean regions (13.4%), the 
Overseas Departments (12.5%) and 
the Loire (8.9%). Guadeloupe and 
Martinique generate two thirds of 
fisheries employment in the 
Overseas Departments, despite the 
economic importance of fishing in 
French Guiana and Reunion being 
much greater. 

 
Regional distribution of employment (fishing and aquaculture,

metropolitan France) 

Nord-Pas-de- 
Calais-Picardie;  

7% Haute-Normandie;  
4% 
Basse-Normandie; 

10% 

Bretagne; 35% Pays de la Loire; 
10%

Poitou-Charentes; 
11%

Aquitaine; 8%

Languedoc-
Roussilon; 9%

Provence-Alpes-
Côte d’Azur; 5%

Corse; 1%
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In general, crews are paid by share. However, on vessels more than 25 metres in length, crews 
receive a minimum guaranteed wage, while on shorter vessels the pay depends solely on the 
profit made from the catches. 
 
The Law on marine fishing and seafood cultivation of 18 November 1997 introduced new 
elements for payment of salaries by share. This law governs the application of the minimum 
wage (SMIC) in the fisheries sector, combining it with payment by share. Payment therefore 
varies according to various factors such as the maritime region in question, the gear and type of 
fishing, the age of the vessel, the volume of fish sales and the average level of prices. 
 

4. Production 
 
In 2004, production in metropolitan France reached 845 000 tonnes with a first sale value of 1.6 
billion euros. 350 000 tonnes (1.1 billion euros) were for fresh fish and 240 000 tonnes (160 
million euros) were for frozen fish. 245 000 tonnes (530 million euros) came from aquaculture 
(192 000 tonnes of oysters and mussels and 53 000 tonnes of fish). 
 
Despite the extent of the overseas Exclusive Economic Zone, marine fisheries in the Overseas 
Departments and Territories, both fresh and frozen, represent only 25 000 tonnes, with a value 
of 182 million euros.  
 

4.1. Catches 
 
69% of catches are made in the North Atlantic, the Channel or the North Sea, 15% in the Indian 
Ocean and 7% in the Mediterranean. 
 
In terms of volume, the four main species landed are sardines, scallops, anglerfish and cuttlefish. 
In terms of value, they are sole, anglerfish, Norway lobster and sea bass. 
 
The main species caught in terms of value are albacore, anglerfish, sole, scallops, hake, Norway 
lobster and sea bass. In the Mediterranean, the main species caught are bluefin tuna, anchovy 
and sardines. In the waters of the Overseas Departments and Territories, fishing for crustaceans 
is significant in French Guiana, tuna and swordfish in Reunion and southern hake and lobster in 
the waters of the Southern and Antarctic Territories. The diversity of target species is reflected 
in the diversity of gear, fishing methods and characteristics of the fleet. 
 
Under the fisheries agreements with the European Union, the French fleet fishes in particular for 
cod and ling off the coasts of Norway and the Faroe Islands, and tropical tuna off the coasts of 
Africa and the Indian Ocean.  
 

4.2. Aquaculture 
 
Aquaculture represents almost a third of the total production value and is carried out by 4 150 
companies, 3 720 of which are focused on oyster and mussel production. 
 
Half the companies were created between 1985 and 1989. Some others were created between 
1989 and 1997. Since then, the creation of new companies has halted, as the development of 
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marine fish farming is being hindered by a shortage of new production sites owing to 
competition from tourism. 
 
The mollusc production is mainly concentrated in Cotentin, the Gulf of Morbihan, Vendée, 
Charente Maritime, Arcachon and the Thau Lagoon and amounts to around 190 000 tonnes with 
a value of 650 million euros. The majority are oysters (115 000 tonnes), followed by mussels 
(70 000 tonnes). The main species produced are: the pacific oyster (Crassostrea gigas), the flat 
oyster (Ostrea edulis) and mussels (Mytilus edulis on the Atlantic coast and Mytilus 
galloprovincialis in the Mediterranean). Since 1996 oyster production has decreased from 
140 000 tonnes to the current level. However, mussel production is gradually increasing. 
Production methods are adapted to the different types of resources. There are 3 750 companies, 
using 5 451 concessions in the Public Maritime Domain (18 000 hectares of parks and 1 600 
kilometres of lines of poles) and 2 500 hectares of private land. Amongst all the companies, 
2 776 have permits for direct sales, and 1 200 are authorised to keep treatment centres. Around 
20 000 people (equivalent to 10 000 full-time) are employed in mollusc production. 
 
Brittany and Normandy account for 62% of bivalve mollusc production. Mollusc production is 

much specialised in the majority 
of the regions. Mussel production 
is significant only in Northern 
Brittany, the Loire and 
Normandy. Mussel production is 
generally done on poles 
(bouchots), except in the Loire, 
and, to a much lesser extent, in 
Poitou-Charentes. Only flat 
oysters are produced in Brittany. 
 
Freshwater fish farming is mainly 
focused on trout production, 
which has been declining since 
1997 (50 000 tonnes) to around 
35 000 tonnes and 80 million 
euros in 2004. However, France 
is the third largest producer of 
trout in the world, after Chile and 
Norway. 47% of production is in 
Aquitaine and Brittany. Other 

species are also produced such as carp, gudgeon, tench, wels catfish and sturgeon, up to a total 
of 45 000 tonnes and a value of 100 million euros. There are 635 companies with more than 800 
production centres. However, production is very concentrated as the 19 companies that produce 
more than 500 tonnes represent 40% of production. Freshwater fish farming employs 1 580 
people. There are around fifty trout processing centres. 

 
Regional distribution of mollusc  

production (2004) 

Normandie Mer 
du Nord; 25%

Bretagne 
Nord; 23%

Bretagne Sud;  
14%

Pays de la  
Loire; 10% 

Poitou  
Charentes;  

17% 

Arcachon 
Aquitaine; 5%

Mediterranean;  
6%

 
80% of trout production is for domestic consumption and the rest is for recreational fishing and 
repopulating rivers. There are around two hundred companies that manage lakes for recreational 
trout fishing that take a large proportion of the trout produced to maintain the population in the 
lakes. 
 

  PE 369.038 9



Fisheries in France 

After sharp growth in the 1990s, marine fish farming has stabilised at around 7 000 tonnes. The 
main species are sea bass (3 900 tonnes), gilthead sea bream (1 400 tonnes), turbot (950 tonnes) 
and salmon (750 tonnes) to a value of 48 million euros. Marine fish farming is carried out in 
around forty production areas, mainly in the Mediterranean. There are 54 companies, employing 
512 people. Of these companies, forty specialise in fattening, and fourteen in the production of 
juveniles. The production of juveniles amounts to 55 million units, around 50% of which are 
exported. 
 

5. Fishing fleet 
 
In France, fishing by vessels more than 25 metres in length is usually classed as industrial 
fishing. These vessels tend to belong to companies, and the skipper is not the owner. This 
classification of industrial fishing is not equivalent to the industrial fishing carried out in other 
countries such as Denmark, in which catches are mainly for processing into fish meal and fish 
oil for animal nutrition. In France, fishing carried out by vessels less than 25 metres in length 
and owned by the skipper tends to be called small-scale fishing. In both cases, the companies 
have few own funds and high investment, which is required by large vessels equipped with 
sophisticated technology.  
 
The active French fishing fleet has 7 840 vessels, made up of 274 deep-sea vessels (more than 
24 metres in length), 1 164 vessels for small-scale fishing (between 12 and 24 metres in length) 
and 6 419 boats for small-scale coastal fishing (less than 12 metres). 
 
The signing of the New York Agreement in 1995 brought about changes in the treatment of the 
French overseas fishing fleet. From 1997 onwards, France included this fishing fleet in its 
national fleet in the information sent to Eurostat. Prior to 1997, France only gave Eurostat the 
information on the fleet based in metropolitan France. 
 
In addition to this circumstance, which makes it impossible to conduct an analysis consistent 
with the other Member States, the French fishing fleet has a very unusual position within the 

Community fleet because of its 
development, which will be 
examined later3. 
 
Nine per cent of the vessels are 
registered in France and represent 
11% of the gross tonnage and 15% 
of the total power. With the 
exception of vessels between 36 
and 42 metres in length, all the 
classes of vessels have a greater 
tonnage and power than the 
Community average. Shorter 
vessels (below 24 metres) have a 
much higher power than the 
Community average. The tonnage 

of vessels between 12 and 24 metres in length is also much higher than the Community average. 

 
The French fleet’s share in the 

EU-15 fleet (%) 
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3  See Chapter 5.1. Structural adjustment of the French fishing fleet. 
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Average parameters of the French fleet  

compared with the EU-15 fleet (%) 
by length category 
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The tonnage per vessel and 
power per vessel indices are 
much higher than the Community 
average for all length categories. 
The only exception is the 36 to 
42 metre category in which the 
power per vessel is 15% lower 
than the Community average. 
The high power per vessel is very 
notable in vessels that are less 
than 12 metres in length, 
particularly less than six metres. 
 
 

5.1. Structural adjustment of the French fishing fleet 
 

Unlike the vast majority of the 
Member States, the French fishing 
fleet has developed in a very 
particular way. Although the 
number of vessels has decreased, 
the tonnage and power of the fleet 
have considerably increased in 
comparison with the development 
of the Community fleet. In the 
vast majority of the Member 
States, the fleet has suffered 
reductions both in the number of 
vessels and in tonnage and power.  

 Development of the French fishing fleet. 1997=100

85 
90 
95 

100 
105 
110 
115 
120 

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Vessels

GT

kW

 
Between 1997 and 2004, there was a decrease in the number of vessels in all length categories, 
except in the categories between 24 and 42 metres, in which there was an increase. Total 
tonnage also increased in all length categories, with the exception of vessels less than 12 metres 
and more than 42 metres in length. The greatest increases in total tonnage were in the 24 to 30 
metre (49%), 18 to 24 metre (26%) and 36 to 42 metre (18%) vessel length categories. In 

general, the power has reduced. 
However, the total power 
increased by 21% in vessels 
between 36 and 42 metres in 
length, and by 4% in the 6 to 12 
metre and 24 to 30 metre 
categories. 

 The French fleet’s share in the EU-15

8% 
9% 

10% 
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12% 
13% 
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Vessels
GT

kW  
Consequently, since 2001 there 
has been a substantial change in 
the French fishing fleet’s share 
in the Community fleet. The 
structural adjustment of the 
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French fleet has moved away from that of the Community fleet. While the number of vessels in 
the EU-15 fleet decreased by 12% from 1999 to 2004, the number in the French fleet decreased 
by only 5%. While the total power of the EU-15 fleet decreased by 10%, the power of the 
French fleet increased by 12%. Tonnage shows the greatest differences, as the tonnage of the 
EU-15 fleet decreased by 6%, while that of the French fleet increased by 25%. 
 

The main parameters of the 
French fleet compared with the 
EU-15 fleet have changed 
considerably over this period. 
The average tonnage per vessel 
has gradually increased. The 
average power per vessel 
considerably increased between 
2000 and 2001, although since 
then it has stabilised. However, 
the power per gross registered 
tonne is tending to decrease to 
around the Community average. 

 Comparison of main parameters of French and EU-15 fleets. EU 15=1

1.0 
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1.2 
1.3 
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1.5 
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1.8 
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GT/Vessel
kW/Vessel

kW/GT

 
In summary, since 2001 in France rather than an adjustment of the capacity of the fleet to the 
state of the resources, there has been a restructuring of the fishing fleet, increasing the tonnage 
and reducing the power. 
 

5.2. Structure of the French fishing fleet 
 

Distribution of the French fleet by type of gear. Tonnage and power 
Type of gear Number of vessels Tonnage (GT) Engine power (kW) 

68% 17% 44% Fixed gear 
32% 83% 56% Towed gear 

Source: Own from the Community fishing fleet register. 
 
Vessels that used fixed gear predominate in the French fishing fleet. However, vessels that use 
towed gear have greater power and, above all, a much greater tonnage. This is because smaller 
vessels make more use of fixed gear. Therefore, vessels that are less than 12 metres in length 
represent 82% of the French fishing fleet, 12% of the tonnage and 48% of the power. 
 

Distribution of the Italian fleet by length. Average tonnage and power 
  % Vessels >12 m in length % Vessels <12 m in length 

18% 82% No of vessels 
88% 12% Tonnage (GT) 
52% 48% Power (kW) 
27 134 Average tonnage (GT/vessel) 

137 392 Average power (kW/vessel) 
Source: Own from the Community fishing fleet register. 

 
Vessels less than 12 metres in length represent 70% of the fishing fleet in the Atlantic coastal 
regions, 87% in the Mediterranean coastal regions, and 96% in the Overseas Department coastal 
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regions. However, the tonnage of this fleet category represents 9% of the total on the Atlantic 
coast, 15% on the Mediterranean coast and 35% in the Overseas Departments. In terms of 
power, the situation is very different, as the power of the vessels less than 12 metres in length 
represents 34% of the total in Atlantic coastal regions, 56% in the Mediterranean coastal regions 
and 87% in the Overseas Departments. 
 
The average age of the French fishing fleet is 20 years. In all the fleet categories under 36 
metres in length, the average age varies between 19 and 21 years. However, the average age of 
vessels between 36 and 42 metres in length is 16 years, and vessels more than 42 metres in 
length have an average age of 17.  
 
The average age of the fleet in the Atlantic coastal regions is 22, while on the Mediterranean 
coast it is 27 and only 13 in the Overseas Departments. 
 
56% of the vessels have fibreglass hulls. This percentage increases to 63% in vessels less than 
12 metres in length, whereas it is only 21% in vessels more than 12 metres in length. 28% of the 
vessels have wooden hulls and 15% have metal hulls. Metal hulls predominate in vessels more 
than 12 metres in length (51%), whereas they represent only 7% of vessels less than 12 metres 
in length. 
 
The average length of vessels with wooden hulls is 10 metres, of those with metal hulls 18 
metres, and of vessels with fibreglass hulls 8 metres. The average age of vessels with wooden 
hulls is 31, while for vessels with metal and fibreglass hulls it is 16 years. 
 
36% of the vessels on the Atlantic coast have wooden hulls, 36% in the Mediterranean and 13% 
in the Overseas Departments. 27% of vessels on the Atlantic have metal hulls, 4% on the 
Mediterranean and the Overseas Departments. However, fibreglass hulls are used by 37% of 
vessels on the Atlantic, 59% on the Mediterranean and 82% in the Overseas Departments. 
 

5.3. Regional distribution of the fishing fleet 
 
Brittany is the most important region for marine fisheries. Although it is the region with the 
largest number of vessels, its fishing capacity is far more significant, as it has 44% of the total 
tonnage and 29% of the power of the French fleet. The fleet in the other Atlantic regions 
represents 35% of the fleet power, the Mediterranean fleet 15%, and the fleet of the Overseas 
Departments and Territories 21%. 
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REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF THE FRENCH FISHING FLEET 
% of total fleet GT / 

Vessel 
kW / 
Vessel 

  
Number 
of vessels

Tonnage
(GT) 

Power 
(kW) 

Nord-Pas de Calais 3% 9% 6% 86.7 296.2 
Upper Normandy 2% 6% 4% 88.6 277.5 
Lower Normandy 8% 6% 8% 21.5 142.7 
Brittany 19% 44% 29% 61.9 207.6 
Loire Region 7% 7% 8% 27.2 149.6 
Poitou-Charentes 4% 3% 3% 18.3 126.0 
Aquitaine 5% 7% 6% 40.8 157.7 
Languedoc-Roussillon 10% 8% 8% 22.3 113.8 
Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur 8% 3% 5% 8.8 83.4 
Corsica 2% 1% 2% 6.1 101.4 
Guadeloupe 11% 1% 10% 2.8 119.3 
Martinique 15% 1% 7% 2.4 59.3 
French Guiana 2% 3% 2% 41.1 145.3 
Reunion 4% 2% 2% 15.1 89.9 
TOTAL 100% 100% 100% 27.5 136.8 
Source: Own from Community fishing fleet register. 

 
 
The larger vessels are typical in Nord-Pas de Calais and Upper Normandy. At the other extreme 
is the fishing fleet in the Caribbean and the eastern Mediterranean coast, where smaller vessels 
are typical. 
 
The fishing fleet based in the ports of Brittany represents 33% of the vessels more than 12 
metres in length, but only 16% of the vessels less than 12 metres in length. At the other extreme 
are the Overseas Departments in the Caribbean (Guadeloupe and Martinique) where 32% of the 
fleet less than 12 metres in length is based. 
 
As well as Brittany, a significant region for vessels more than 12 metres in length is Lower 
Normandy, with 12% of the fleet, and also Languedoc-Roussillon, with 10%. These three 
regions have 55% of this fleet category. 
 
For vessels less than 12 metres in length, as well as Brittany and the Caribbean departments, 
significant regions are Languedoc-Roussillon (10%), Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur (9%) and 
Lower Normandy (7%). These six regions have 74% of this fleet category. 
 

6. Fishing gear 
 
The table below shows the gear declared in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 26/2004 on the 
Community fishing fleet register. 
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Main fishing gear used by the French Subsidiary fishing fleet 
Gear 1: Main Gear 
Gear 2: Subsidiary gear 
Code Gear Vessels 

Gear 1 
Vessels 
Gear 2 

Total % Vessels 
Gear 1 

% Vessels 
Gear 2 

739DRB Vessel dredges  351 388 4% 5%
Dredges 351 389 740 4% 5%
FPO Pots (traps) 2 295 513 2 808 29% 7%
Traps 2 295 513 2 808 29% 7%
GND Driftnets 237 82 319 3% 1%
GNS Set (anchored) gillnets 1 394 1 076 2 470 18% 14%

GTR Trammel nets 620 1 210 1 830 8% 15%
Gill nets and entangling nets 2 265 2 384 4 649 29% 30%
LLD Longlines (drifting) 229 117 346 3% 1%
LLS Set longlines 509 647 1 156 6% 8%
LTL Troll lines 377 672 1 049 5% 9%
Hooks and lines 1 167 1 453 2 620 15% 19%
PTB Bottom pair trawls 6 62 68 0% 1%

OTB Bottom otter trawl 1 263 264 1 527 16% 3%

OTM Midwater otter trawls 212 491 703 3% 6%

PTM Pelagic pair trawls 78 114 192 1% 1%

Trawls 1 599 956 2 555 20% 12%
PS Purse seines 133 23 156 2% 0%
Surrounding nets 134 25 159 2% 0%
NK Gear unknown (1) 0 92 92 0% 1%
NO No gear (2) 0 1 999 1 999 0% 25%
(1) Not valid for all vessels in fleet or reported from 1 January 2003. 
(2) Valid only for subsidiary fishing gear. 
Source: Own from Community fishing fleet register. 

 
 
The most frequently used main gear is traps (29% of vessels), set (anchored) gillnets (18%), 
bottom otter trawls (16%), and all hooks and lines (15%). However, trammel nets predominate 
as subsidiary gear (15% of vessels), followed closely by anchored gillnets, which are used as 
subsidiary gear by 14% of vessels. Hooks and lines are used as subsidiary gear by 30% of 
vessels, almost equally shared between troll lines and set longlines. 25% of vessels declare that 
they do not use subsidiary gear. 
 
The use of the different types of gear, both main and subsidiary, partly depends on vessel size. 
The table below shows the percentage of vessels more than and less than 12 metres in length 
that use the different types of fishing gear. 
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Gear used by the French fleet according to vessel size 
    Main Gear Subsidiary gear 
Code Gear % 

Vessels < 
12 m 

% 
Vessels > 
12 m 

% 
Vessels < 
12 m 

% 
Vessels > 
12 m 

DRB Vessel dredges 5% 4% 4% 8%
Dredges 5% 4% 4% 8%
FPO Pots (traps) 35% 2% 8% 2%
Traps 35% 2% 8% 2%
GND Driftnets 4% 0% 1% 1%
GNS Set (anchored) gillnets 20% 9% 15% 6%

GTR Trammel nets 9% 5% 17% 6%
Gill nets and entangling nets 32% 14% 34% 14%
LLD Longlines (drifting) 3% 1% 2% 1%
LLS Set longlines 8% 1% 9% 3%
LTL Troll lines 6% 0% 10% 1%
Hooks and lines 17% 3% 21% 5%
TBB Beam trawl 0% 1% 0% 1%
PTB Bottom pair trawls 0% 0% 0% 4%

OTB Bottom otter trawl 8% 54% 1% 13%

OTM Midwater otter trawls 1% 9% 3% 21%

PTM Pelagic pair trawls 0% 5% 0% 7%

Trawls 9% 70% 5% 46%
PS Purse seines 1% 6% 0% 0%
Surrounding nets 1% 6% 0% 0%
NK Gear unknown (1) 0% 0% 1% 0%
NO No gear (2) 0% 0% 26% 24%
(1) Not valid for all vessels in fleet or reported from 1 January 2003. 
(2) Valid only for subsidiary fishing gear. 
Source: Own from Community fishing fleet register. 

 
On vessels less than 12 metres in length, pots are the predominant main gear (35% of this fleet 
category), followed by anchored gillnets (20%). Trammel nets (17%) and anchored gillnets 
(15%), are the most common subsidiary gear. However, in the case of vessels more than 12 
metres in length, bottom otter trawls (54% of this fleet category) are the predominant main gear, 
and midwater otter trawls (21%) are the most common subsidiary gear. 
 
The gear used in the various seas differs considerably. On the Atlantic coast, the most common 
main gear is bottom otter trawls (1 179 vessels, 32% of the fleet). Pots are used by 17% of the 
Atlantic fleet (629 vessels); trammel nets by 12% (441 vessels), and anchored gillnets by 10% 
(375 vessels). The use of these three types of gear, and particularly pots, is concentrated among 
smaller vessels; however, bottom trawling is the most common method for larger vessels (62% 
of vessels more than 12 metres in length). Anchored gillnets and midwater otter trawls are the 
most common subsidiary gear, each representing 13% of the Atlantic coast fleet. 16% of vessels 
declare that they do not use subsidiary gear. 
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Among the vessels that fish in the Mediterranean there is greater uniformity in the types of 
gear used. 59% of the vessels (963) use anchored gillnets as their main gear, 13% (220 vessels) 
use set longlines, and 10% (164 vessels) use trammel nets. However, for larger vessels midwater 
otter trawls predominate (49% of vessels more than 12 metres in length), along with purse 
seines (18%) and bottom otter trawls (16%). The predominant subsidiary gear is trammel nets, 
used by 47% of the Mediterranean fleet (775 vessels), set longlines (295 vessels, 18% of the 
fleet) and anchored gillnets (247 vessels, 15% of the fleet). However, on vessels more than 12 
metres in length, bottom trawling is the predominant subsidiary gear. 11% of vessels declare 
that they do not use subsidiary gear. 
 
In the Overseas Departments, pots are the predominant main gear (1 666 vessels, 67% of the 
fleet). However, bottom trawling predominates on larger vessels (56% of vessels more than 12 
metres in length), the majority of which belong to the shrimp fleet of French Guiana. Troll lines 
are the most common subsidiary gear (566 vessels, 23% of the fleet), followed by anchored 
gillnets (418 vessels, 15% of the fleet). 49% of the vessels declare that they do not use 
subsidiary gear. 
 
Owing to the small size and high number of vessels that use pots, the most common 
combination of gear is vessels using pots as their main gear and not using any subsidiary gear. 
However, this situation occurs only in Martinique and Guadeloupe, with the exception of around 
a hundred vessels shared equally between Brittany and Lower Normandy. 
 
The second most common combination of gear (11% of the fleet total) is vessels that use 
anchored gillnets as their main gear and trammel nets as their subsidiary gear. This combination 
of gear is concentrated in Languedoc-Roussillon and Provence-Alpes-Côtes d’Azur, although 
there are around 60 vessels in Brittany that also use this combination. No other combination of 
gear is used by more than 5% of the fleet. 
 

7. Fisheries management 

7.1. Legal and institutional framework 
 
The legislative decree of 9 January 1852 as amended by subsequent legislation such as the Law 
of 18 November 1997 on marine fishing and seafood cultivation is the legal framework for 
fisheries policy in France. It regulates resource management, the status of fishermen and fishing 
enterprises, the organisation of the sector and the marketing of marine fisheries products. In 
particular, it sets out the Government’s powers to allocate permits and fishing quotas.  
 
The Direction des Pêches Maritimes et de l’Aquaculture (DPMA – Directorate for Marine 
Fisheries and Aquaculture), which is part of the Ministry of Agriculture, Food, Fisheries and 
Rural Affairs (MAAPAR), is responsible for determining policy and applying the current 
regulations in the sector. It is responsible for the Inter-trade Marine Fisheries Organisation, the 
Office National Interprofessionnel des Produits de la Mer et de l’Aquaculture (OFIMER – 
National Inter-trade Board for Sea and Fish-Farming Products) and the Institut Français de 
Recherche pour l’Exploitation de la Mer (IFREMER – French Research Institute for 
Exploitation of the Sea). The Direction des Pêches Maritimes et de l’Aquaculture is supported 
by the Regional or Departmental Directorates of Maritime Affairs (DRAM, DDAM). It also 
works with the Ministry for Transport, Infrastructure, Tourism and the Sea, through the 
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Regional Maritime Rescue Coordination Centres (Centre Régional Opérationnel de 
Surveillance et de Sauvetage, CROSS) and the department for information technology (DSI), for 
statistics on crews and vessels.  
 
Fisheries inspections, both at sea and on land, are the responsibility of MAAPAR (DPMA), 
which may make use of other government services, such as the search and rescue services, the 
Navy, the Gendarmerie, the anti-fraud, veterinary or consumer protection services. The 
coordination of services for inspections at sea is the responsibility of the maritime prefects and 
inspections on land are the responsibility of the regional and departmental prefects. 
 
In 1991, the Court of Justice ruled that France had breached Community regulations between 
1984 and 1987, for not conducting inspections to ensure compliance with measures for the 
conservation of fishery resources. On 12 July 2005 the Court of Justice imposed a fine of 20 
million euros for failure to comply with Community regulations and an additional fine of 57.7 
million euros every six months if it continued to fail to comply. After an evaluation of the 
situation in January 2006, the Commission concluded that France had made progress, but that it 
could not be considered to have fully complied. 
 
The Law on marine fishing and seafood cultivation created OFIMER (Institut Français de 
Recherche pour l’Exploitation de la Mer), an intervention agency in the fisheries and 
aquaculture sector that replaced FIOM from 1 January 1999. It is under the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food, Fisheries and Rural Affairs and the Ministry for the Budget. Its aim is to 
increase the economic efficiency of the sector, improve the knowledge and operation of the 
market and implement certain Community policies. Its activities aim to encourage and support 
initiatives by professionals to increase the value of the production, both in production and at first 
sale as well as in processing, transport and distribution, incorporating all of the operators in the 
sector.  
 
OFIMER is the paying agency authorised by the European Commission for Common Fisheries 
Policy measures, and POSEIDOM programme measures in the Overseas Departments. 
Consequently it manages financial compensation cases and makes aid payments, monitoring the 
implementation of Regulations and the proper use of financial aid. Moreover, OFIMER agrees 
the implementation of Community policies with producer organisations. 
 
OFIMER has set up an economic observatory that monitors the progress of the marine and 
aquaculture products market on a daily basis. The auction markets network (réseau inter-criées, 
RIC) collects daily data on sales in auctions and produces a summary. Each year it produces an 
assessment of fisheries and aquaculture production in association with the Direction des Pêches 
Maritimes et de l’Aquaculture. 
 
IFREMER is under the DPMA, the Ministry for Transport and Infrastructure, the Ministry of 
Research and the Ministry of the Environment.  
 
France has the authority to sign bilateral fisheries agreements in the overseas territories not 
covered by the CFP. However, there are currently no fisheries agreements between the French 
Overseas Territories and third countries. Consequently, foreign vessels are not authorised to fish 
in those waters. 
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7.2. Management measures 

7.2.1. Generalised system of licences 
 
In order to apply the multiannual guidance programmes, France opted to establish a system of 
fishing licences (permis de mise en exploitation, PME) through the Law of 3 July 1991. A 
decree published subsequently specified the criteria governing the allocation of licences 
according to type of vessel and region. 
 
In order to prevent other Member States from catching quotas allocated to France (‘quota -
hopping’), the Law on marine fishing lays down that fishing licences or national quotas may be 
allocated to vessels bearing a French flag only if there is an economic link on the territory of the 
French Republic, and if they operate and are supervised from a permanent establishment on 
French soil. The rules for managing access to fishing grounds and inspections of the fishing 
effort require that the vessel should have a licence issued by the French authorities. 
 
The acknowledgement of a ‘genuine economic link’ and of the ‘stability’ of the establishment is 
based on various criteria, such as the landing and sale of the catches at a French port, the place 
of residence of the crew, the initial location in the fishing year and the administrative and 
technical base of the establishment that administers the vessel. 
 
For some fishing grounds a special fishing licence is required (Permis de pêche spécial, PPS), 
although at the same time they are subject to the TAC system and to quotas. There are special 
fishing licences for ‘demersal species’, ‘scallops, crabs and spider crabs’, ‘deep-water species’ 
and for measures for the recovery of cod, sole and hake. 
 

7.2.2. Individual quotas 
 
Each year, after consulting the National Committee for Marine Fishing, the French authorities 
assign the fishing quotas allocated to France under the Common Fisheries Policy to the producer 
organisations. These quotas are divided into sub-quotas, taking into account the catch history of 
the producers, market trends and social and economic balances, in accordance with the current 
amended version of the decree of 9 January 1852. 
 
For some species, additional measures are adopted to restrict access to fishing grounds. Special 
licences are required for fishing some species such as albacore tuna. 

 
France is allocated around 7% of 
the total EU quotas. Demersal 
species take up just over 60% of 
the quotas allocated to France. 
Four species (saithe, anglerfish, 
hake and whiting) represent 62% 
of the quotas for demersal 
species in France. Saithe alone 
represents 25%. Currently, the 
quotas for demersal species 
allocated to France constitute 
14% of the total quotas for 
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demersal species in the European Union, with a growing share since 2000. However, for some 
species, France’s share is much greater. This is the case for pollack (70% of the Community 
total), saithe (51%), anglerfish and hake (46% each), whiting (40%), and megrims (23%). 
 

The quotas for pelagic species 
(mainly blue whiting and 
herring) represent 36% of the 
quotas allocated to France. The 
2005 peak in pelagic species 
was the result of an increase in 
blue whiting quotas. The quotas 
for pelagic species allocated to 
France constitute 4% of the total 
quotas for demersal species in 
the European Union. However, 
France receives 34% of the 
Community quotas for bluefin 

tuna. 
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The quotas for deep-water species are much less significant, and are mainly for ling, and to a 
much lesser extent blue ling. However, France has 38% of the Community quotas for deep-
water species, while the French quota for blue ling represents 76% of the Community quota. 
 
Some species not covered by the Community management measures have specific regulations at 
national or regional level. The central administration and sector organisations can adopt certain 
rules and can delegate management to regional bodies or institutions.  
 
For example, fishing for scallops is subject to specific management rules to prevent excessive 
fishing. The licences are compulsory, and establish opening and closing dates, restrictions on 
gear and maximum catch quotas per vessel/person/day. Some estuary fish and some species of 
crustaceans are subject to similar measures.  
 
The 1984 Fisheries Law and Decree No 94-157 of 16 February 1994 created Migratory Fish 
Management Committees (COGEPOMI), with the involvement of the authorities and the sector. 
The Committees establish five-year management plans for basins or river courses for 
diadromous species (mainly salmon, shad and eel). For this purpose they establish management 
regulations that are adapted to the type of fishing (commercial or recreational), and, if necessary, 
protection measures. 
 

7.2.3. Coastal fishing 
 
Decree 2001-426 on commercial coastal fishing confers professional status on coastal 
fishermen. Having been recognised in this way, they were able to join sector organisations and 
take part in their elections. In order to fish and to market their catches, they have to obtain 
coastal fishing licences through the Prefect of each department. 
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7.2.4. Fishing in the Mediterranean 
 
In addition to the Community regulations, Decree 90-95 of 25 January 1990 lays down the 
general rules for fishing in the Mediterranean. 
 
The regulations are based on a system of licences for certain types of gear, such as bottom 
trawls, midwater trawls, Danish seines, dredges and gear for small-scale coastal fishing. 
 
The Ministry of Agriculture Decree of 1 August 2003 created a special fishing permit for fishing 
with the ‘thonaille’. This Decree authorises the use of driftnets, which have, however, been 
banned since 1 January 2002 by Regulation (EC) No 1239/98 of 8 June 1998 amending 
Regulation (EC) No 894/97. On 28 July 2005 the Ministry of Agriculture amended the Decree 
of 1 August 2003, establishing a moratorium banning the use of the ‘thonaille’ in the Pelagos 
Sanctuary between 15 August and 15 September. On 10 August 2005, the Council of State 
annulled the Decree of 1 August 2003. 
 

7.2.5. Fishing overseas and in the Southern and Antarctic Territories 
 
The French Southern and Antarctic territories are not covered by the Common Fisheries Policy. 
Marine fisheries are governed by the Law of 18 June 1966 and the Decree of 27 March 1996, 
which in turn is subject to local implementation orders. These instruments establish the rules for 
resource management, total allowed catches and technical measures. These regulations also 
include the measures adopted by France as a member of the Commission for the Conservation 
of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR).  
 
After the signing of the New York Agreement in 1995, there was a change in the status of the 
French overseas fleet and in the French Guiana shrimp fishing fleet, and development of the 
fishing fleets in Polynesia and New Caledonia. 
 
The waters of the French Southern and Antarctic Territories contain resources with a 
considerable commercial value, such as lobster around the Islands of Saint Paul and Amsterdam 
and Southern hake around Kerguelen and Crozet Islands. Fishing for these species is subject to 
conservation measures (TAC and quotas) and is done by about ten vessels based in ports on 
Reunion. France has begun negotiations with the island States of the South Pacific to obtain 
fishing rights for the tuna vessels based in the overseas territories (New Caledonia, French 
Polynesia, Wallis and Futuna). 
 
In order to combat illegal fishing that is not declared or regulated (IUU) in the Southern and 
Antarctic territories, France is working in cooperation with the neighbouring countries. For 
example, in order to combat illegal fishing for Antarctic toothfish in the Kerguelen and Crozet 
Islands Exclusive Economic Zone, a cooperation agreement has been signed with the Australian 
authorities who are dealing with this problem in the waters of the Heard and MacDonald 
Islands. 
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7.2.6. Recreational fishing 
 
Recreational marine fisheries are governed by Decree 90-618 of 11 July 1990 as amended by 
Decree 99-1163 of 21 December 1999. The Ministerial Order of 21 December 1999 also 
establishes minimum sizes. 
 
Recreational fishing is defined as fishing solely for consumption by the fisherman and his 
family, and the fish may not be knowingly sold or acquired. 
 
In general, recreational marine fisheries are subject to the Regulations that apply to professional 
fishermen in terms of minimum catch sizes, the characteristics and conditions for use of fishing 
gear, methods, zones, periods and restrictions. Nevertheless, the Ministry may set rules on 
weight or minimum sizes, which cannot be more favourable than those applied to professional 
fishing. 
 
The regulations also impose additional restrictions on the types of gear permitted. For 
underwater recreational fishing the use of air tanks is forbidden and anyone intending to do 
underwater fishing without air tanks must notify the local authorities. 
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8. Ports 
 
In France there are around three hundred authorised landing points, fewer than a hundred of 
which have adequate landing, logistical or commercial infrastructures, and 41 ports have auction 
markets. 
 
In the 1990s there was a great deal of investment in port infrastructures and auction markets, 
which broke them up somewhat. Subsequently there has been a decline in catches and in the 
fleet. In addition, landings at advanced bases gradually increased in order to cut down on the 
commercial chain and improve the management of the vessels, which was detrimental to the 
activity of the ports of origin. These factors resulted in under use of the port facilities and an 
increase in competition between ports. 
 
In order to improve data collection and health monitoring of the products landed, the Law on 
Marine Fishing and Aquaculture of 18 November 1997 reduced the list of authorised landing 
points. 
 

Regional distribution of fishing ports 
Number of 
Ports 

% Ports Vessels/ port GT/ 
port 

kW/ port  

2 5% 110 9 497 32 439Nord-Pas de Calais 
3 7% 49 4 314 13 503Upper Normandy 
2 5% 295 6 346 42 022Lower Normandy 

13 32% 117 7 251 24 322Brittany 
5 12% 103 2 595 15 096Loire Region 
3 7% 82 1 555 10 179Poitou-Charentes 
3 7% 127 5 181 20 027Aquitaine 
2 5% 396 8 812 45 055Languedoc-Roussillon 

Provence-Alpes-Côte 
d’Azur 

4 10% 162 1 420 13 495

2 5% 97 588 9 782Corsica 
1 2% 872 2 451 104 028Guadeloupe 
1 2% 1 190 2 801 70 620Martinique 
1 2% 149 6 127 21 657French Guiana 
1 2% 281 4 253 25 250Reunion 

TOTAL 41 100% 189 5 175 25 779
Source: Own from Community fishing fleet register. 

 
For administrative purposes there are 41 ports for fleet registration. However, seven ports have 
the largest vessels, representing 19% of the French fleet, 52% of its tonnage and 31% of its 
power. Two of these ports are in Brittany (Concarneau and Lorient), two are in Languedoc-
Roussillon (Sète and Port Vendres), as well as Bayonne in Aquitaine, Fécamp in Upper 
Normandy and Boulogne in Nord-Pas de Calais. 
 
Of these ports, Sète has the largest number of vessels (545, 7% of the fleet), and 22% of vessels 
more than 24 metres in length. Two ports, Concarneau and Boulogne, have 68% of the vessels 
more than 42 metres in length. Concarneau (151 vessels, 2% of the fleet) is the base for nearly 
half the French vessels that are more than 42 metres in length. Concarneau has the greatest 
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fishing capacity, with 20% of the total tonnage of the French fleet, and 8% of its power. 
Boulogne (195 vessels, 2% of the fleet) is the base for 19% of the fleet that is more than 42 
metres in length. 
 

There are 44 fish auctions. 
Around half of them are 
managed by the chambers of 
commerce and industry; in 
other cases they are managed 
by cooperatives, and in a very 
small number of cases, by 
commercial companies. 

AUCTIONS 

 
In 2004, the four largest 
auctions in terms of the value 
of the products sold were 
Boulogne-sur-Mer (11%), Le 
Guilvinec (10%), Lorient (7%) 
and Concarneau (6%), a total 
of 35% of the total volume 
sold at auctions and 33% of its 
value. 
 
In Boulogne-sur-Mer the most 
significant species in terms of 
volume are whiting, saithe and 
grenadier. However, squid 
represent 16% of the total 
value, followed by mullet, sole 
and whiting. These four 
species represent 50% of the 
value. 

Source: OFIMER 

 
In Le Guilvinec anglerfish represent 28% of the volume and 36% of the sale value. 16% of the 
volume sold in Lorient is grenadier, but Norway lobster represents 18% of the sale value. In 
Concarneau, the most significant species in terms of volume are haddock (12%) and anglerfish 
(11%), but anglerfish represents 17% of the sale value, and Norway lobster 14%. 
 
Boulogne-sur-Mer is very significant in setting prices at national level, because of the volume 
sold and because it is a point where goods from Northern European countries pass through. 
Lorient and Concarneau together are also important for the volume and the proximity of both 
auctions. 
 
Lorient, Concarneau, Le Guilvinec, Sète, les Sables d’Olonne, La Rochelle and Port-en-Bessin 
determine the prices set at regional level or in a fishing basin. There are many dealers and 
bidding is a transparent and efficient way of setting prices. However, they are fragile markets 
due to fluctuations in supply, mass imports, major fleet reductions or as a result of accidental 
pollution. 
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There are various specialist auctions. This is the case of Dunkirk and Grand-Fort-Philippe for 
flat fish, La Turballe, Saint Gilles Croix de Vie, Hendaye and Sète for blue fish or Baie de 
Saint-Brieuc, Dieppe and Fécamp for scallops. 
 

9. Use of produce 

9.1. Consumption 
 
The annual consumption per head of fish, crustaceans and molluscs, which in the 1970s was 
between 12 and 15 kilograms per head, reached 34 kg (equivalent live weight) with no 
distinction in types of presentation, but it has declined to 31 kilograms. Total consumption is 
2 million tonnes, with a value of around 3.9 billion euros. Although overall spending has 
stabilised, it is because the reduction in the amount purchased is being offset by an increase in 
price. The increase in prices is in line with the trend observed in the market for some years. 
However, the decline in purchase volumes registered this year is a change from the increase 
observed since the beginning of the decade. 
 
The market for the products processed is developing in a similar way. Consumption is declining 
to below 300 000 tonnes. But because the increase in the average price of the products, the total 
value of consumption has reached 2.7 billion euros. 
 
The majority of fish consumed is tuna, salmon, saithe, cod, sardines, trout, mussels, oysters, 
scallops and prawns. In terms of the value of domestic consumption, the most consumed species 
are salmon, cod, whiting, sole and trout. 
 

9.2. Marketing 
 
Less than two thirds of catches are landed on the coast of metropolitan France. Tropical tuna is 
landed in countries where it is canned (Seychelles, Côte d’Ivoire, Mauritius or Madagascar). 
Between 20% and 25% of catches are landed at small ports and sold direct by small vessels to 
dealers or restaurants. Some vessels land their catches in Scotland or other advanced bases, from 
where they are transported by land, and others land and sell what they produce in Spain or the 
Netherlands. The remainder of the catches are sold in 41 auctions. The auctions in Brittany 
conduct 34% of the first sales, and 11% are in the auctions in Nord-Pas de Calais. 
 
Fish represent the majority of the volume sold at auctions. However, their share has declined 
from 82% in 1995 to 74% in 2004, in favour of bivalve molluscs and cephalopods. Currently, 
bivalve molluscs represent 11% of the total volume, cephalopods 10% and crustaceans 4%. 
 
In 1998, a trend began towards a decline in the volume sold at auctions. Subsequently there was 
a recovery until 2001. However, since 2001 the volume sold has declined by 12%. This decrease 
is largely due to cod, sales of which have declined by 83% since 1997, from 16 227 tonnes to 
2 830 tonnes in 2004. The volume of anchovies has also substantially decreased, although for 
this species there are major and frequent fluctuations in catches. However, since 1995, the 
volume of bivalve molluscs sold has increased by 65% and the volume of cephalopods by 28%. 
 
In 2004 the quantity of fish sold through auctions came to 264 147 tonnes, and 11 004 tonnes 
were withdrawn from circulation. Therefore 253 000 tonnes were sold with a value of 692 
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million euros. Of this volume, 188 000 tonnes were fish, 55 000 tonnes were molluscs (bivalve 
or cephalopods) and 10 000 tonnes were crustaceans. In 2005, the volume put up for sale 
decreased to 248 827 tonnes. In terms of volume, the most commonly sold species at auction are 
sardines, cuttlefish, anglerfish and scallops, each representing 8% of the total. However, 10% of 
the total value of sales is sole, another 10% anglerfish and 7% Norway lobster. 
 
The amounts sold at auctions have dropped by 2% for the second year running. The stability of 
the value of sales at auction is due to the increase in the average price of the products by 2% in 
2003 after a 4% rise in 2002. Also, in 2004 there was an 8% decline in the amounts sold. 
Despite the 6% increase in the average price, the value of sales decreased by 3%. The largest 
drops were at auctions in Nord-Pas de Calais (-15%), the Mediterranean (-11%) and the Channel 
(-10%). 
 
The preparation of fisheries products (mareyage) is an important link in the commercial chain. 
The 380 companies employ around 5 000 people and turn over more than 2 billion euros, with 
an added value of 260 million euros. The majority of the companies are small, and are situated 
close to the auctions, mainly in Brittany and on the North Sea and Channel coast. These 
companies normally buy from auctions, prepare and package the products and dispatch them for 
sale or to restaurants.  
 
While they were initially oriented towards frozen fish, supermarkets and large stores have 
gained significant market shares for fresh, pre-cooked and refrigerated cooked products. 70% of 
sales of fresh products are in supermarkets and large stores, and this is on the increase, and 30% 
are sold in specialist shops or through direct sales. 
 
Among other activities, OFIMER (Office National Interprofessionnel des Produits de la Mer et 
de l’Aquaculture), conducts advertising campaigns and promotion for fisheries and aquaculture 
products in France. These campaigns are in line with Regulation (EC) No 2792/1999 of 17 
December 1999, which lays down the rules on Community structural assistance in the fisheries 
sector.  
 

9.3. Processing 
 
In France there are around 150 processing companies, with around 13 000 employees, and with 
an average of 94 employees per company. Turnover is around 2.9 billion euros, 46% of this 
figure corresponding to the value of the raw materials. 
 
In general, the companies are small, 50% of them producing less than 5% of the total turnover 
for the sector, while 5% of them produce more than 50% of the turnover. 
 
The production of cans represents 29% of the production value, frozen products 28%, smoked 
and salted products 20% and refrigerated precooked products 22%. 
 
26% of the companies are situated in Brittany, 22% on the Atlantic coast of southern Brittany 
(Aquitaine, Poitou-Charentes and the Loire Region), 17% on the North Sea coast and the 
Channel, 20% on the Mediterranean coast and 15% inland. In general, the Atlantic companies 
produce higher value products than those on the Mediterranean or inland. 
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In Normandy there are few large companies. The regions of Nord-Pas de Calais, Brittany and 
the rest of the Atlantic coast have a significant share in the total turnover, with companies that 
are closer to the average size. However, the companies on the Mediterranean coast and inland 
are small. 
 
The production of canned goods is largely supplied by raw materials of French origin, whereas 
the frozen products industry mainly uses imports. However, some canned products and the 
majority of frozen products tend to undergo initial or additional processing in third countries. 
Meanwhile, the French processing industry is increasingly focusing on products with greater 
added value. 
 
The main canned products are tuna, sardines and mackerel. Canned tuna represent around half 
of canned products. France is the third largest producer of canned tuna (43 000 tonnes) after 
Spain (251 000) and Italy (72 000). The largest producers are Saupiquet (Bolton Group) and 
Paul Paulet (Heinz Group). Production is focused on tuna salads, using loins from Thailand, 
Italy or Ecuador. The traditional products are made in Africa or in the islands of the Indian 
Ocean. In this case, the tuna caught by the European fleet is processed in the Seychelles (Indian 
Ocean Tuna), Côte d’Ivoire (SCODI, PCFI, Castelli), Mauritius (Mauritius Tuna Fishing 
Canning Enterprise and Madagascar (PFOI). 
 
There are eleven companies that produce canned sardines. They process around 17 000 tonnes 
of sardines per year, the majority of which (around half) is imported. There are twelve factories 
that produce canned mackerel, which process around 20 000 tonnes. As a proportion of the 
activity has transferred to Portugal, imports of canned mackerel are increasing. 
 
France produces around 23 000 tonnes of smoked salmon and around 2 000 tonnes of smoked 
trout, made by 23 companies. These factories, which turn over 436 million euros, generate 
around 2 300 jobs. Nine companies produce less than 100 tonnes, seven produce between 100 
and 1 000 tonnes, and another seven produce more than a thousand tonnes. 
 
The production of surimi is developing fast. There is just one company that produces basic 
surimi (Adrien Group) in Peru, and six manufacturers of processed surimi. Production is around 
39 000 tonnes, and turnover is around 210 million euros, generating 1 100 direct jobs.  
 

10. External trade 
 
France has a structural deficit in external trade in fisheries products, as production does not 
satisfy domestic demand. This imbalance is the result of major demand and a decrease in 
catches. Four products – salmon, prawns, tuna and cod – are responsible for practically 50% of 
the negative balance of external trade. 
 
Both for imports and exports, the Community market represents around 40% of the volume of 
France’s external trade in fisheries and aquaculture products. Although intra-community imports 
also represent 40% of the value of imports, intra-community exports represent only 20% of total 
exports. 
 
The deficit in external trade in fisheries products is gradually increasing owing to lower 
domestic production, the resulting reduction in exports and a greater increase in imports. In 
general, the average value of imports is greater than that of exports. 
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French imports of seafood 
amount to more than a 
million tonnes, with a value 
of 3.374 billion euros. The 
total imported includes 1.1 
billion euros of live, fresh or 
refrigerated products, 1.4 
million euros of frozen 
products, 110 million euros 
of smoked, dried or salted 
products and 650 million 
euros of cans. The main 
products imported are frozen 
prawns, canned tuna, frozen 

scallops, frozen saithe and hake, and the fresh products include salmon, cod and anglerfish. The 
United Kingdom is the main supplier of French imports, followed far behind by Norway and 
Spain. 

 France’s external trade in fisheries products
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Exports amount to more than 450 000 tonnes, with a value of 1.12 billion euros. The main 
species exported are tropical tuna for canning and prawns, salmon, cuttlefish and anchovies 
mainly for the markets in southern Europe, and eels for the Asian markets. Spain and Italy are 
by far the main recipients of French exports (44.3% of exports), followed by Belgium and 
Germany. 
 

11. Research 
 
IFREMER (Institut Français de Recherche pour l’Exploitation de la Mer) is a public institution 
under the Ministries responsible for research, fisheries, transport and the environment. Its main 
area of work is applied research into responsible management of fishery resources and the 
environment. It also provides technical support for the authorities, issues reports and helps to 
monitor the state of the marine environment.  
 
IFREMER has a budget of 150 million euros and 1 900 employees, 1 380 of whom are 
researchers. It has 72 laboratories, distributed among 24 stations. It has five main centres in 
Brest, the Channel, the Mediterranean, Nantes and Tahiti. 
 
Its subsidiary Genavir (320 employees) owns 16 oceanographic vessels for navigation on the 
open sea and on the coast, and a fleet of submarines. The fleet of submarines has three units that 
can operate at great depths, a manned submarine and a remote control submarine. 
 
Its oceanographic research is focused on:  
- the development of marine ecosystems (environment, water quality),  
- the assessment of fishery resources,  
- the management of the coastal environment, 
- the exploration of the ocean beds and the hydrosphere,  
- the development of the ‘méso-pelagos’ network, a pelagic acoustic network 
- marine engineering and technology.  
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IFREMER’s activity is coordinated with other research bodies: CNES, INSU, Météo-France, 
and with boat owners and the processing industry. IFREMER is a member of the International 
Oceanographic Commission and works with various international research programmes and 
takes part in some in the European Union and in the European Science Foundation Marine 
Board. 40% of its research programmes have European partners.  
 
The Marine Hydrographic and Oceanographic Service (Service hydrographique et 
océanographique de la Marine, SHOM) is responsible for the nautical information programme: 
collecting, validating and disseminating useful information to seafarers and support for the naval 
forces. The main SHOM centre (EPSHOM) is in Brest. SHOM has around 800 employees and 
around ten vessels.  
 
The marine research conducted by the National Centre for Scientific Research into 
Oceanography (Centre national de la recherche scientifique sur l’océanographie, CNRS) is 
done by the Department of Sciences of the Universe (département des sciences de l’univers) at 
the National Institute for Sciences of the Universe (Institut national des sciences de l’univers, 
INSU). The Institute has seven coastal vessels that carry out research in biogeochemistry, 
spillages, eutrophication, pollution, stratigraphy and biology. This research is planned through 
the national ‘coastal environment’ programme (PNEC) managed by IFREMER and by 
European programmes funded by the European Commission (Marine Science and Technology 
Programme, MAST). 
 
The centre for documentation, research and experimentation on accidental water pollution 
(Centre de documentation, de recherche et d’expérimentations sur les pollutions accidentelles 
des eaux, CEDRE) studies pollutants, their effects and the means used to combat them both in 
the sea and in inland waters. CEDRE has a budget of 5 million euros and 50 employees. 
 
Météo France conducts observations of the atmosphere and of the ocean surface in order to 
make meteorological forecasts. 
 
The work of the Institute of Research for Development (Institut de recherche pour le 
développement, IRD) is focused on the relationship between man and his environment in 
tropical and Mediterranean regions, with a view to sustainable development in those regions. It 
mainly carries out research into variations in the tropical climate and the interactions between 
the ocean and the atmosphere, the use of coastal areas, resources and social aspects, tropical 
aquaculture, marine ecosystems, resources and their exploitation and the impact of human 
activity. 
 
The National Institute for Agronomical Research (Institut national de la recherche 
agronomique, INRA) participates in research into fishing, the French Oil Institute (Institut 
Français du Pétrole, IFP) in studies in open water, and the Paul Émile Victor Polar Institute and 
the Centre national d’étude et de valorisation des algues do specialist research. The Association 
Technique Maritime et Aéronautique (ATMA) organises conferences on advanced research and 
development techniques. 
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12. Organisation of the sector 
 
In France there are 36 recognised producer organisations. These organisations are grouped into 
three national federations (Association nationale des organisations de producteurs de pêche – 
ANOP in Brittany, Association méditerranéenne des organisations de producteurs – AMOP in 
the Mediterranean and Fédération des organisations de producteurs de la pêche artisanale – 
FEDOPA) and one regional federation (Union Bretonne des organisations de producteurs de la 
pêche maritime – UBOP). ANOP was recognised in 1976, AMOP in 1995, FEDOPA 
(Federation of Small-Scale Fishing Organisations) in 1991, and UBOP in 1996. 
 
Fifteen producer organisations are members of FEDOPA and ten are members of ANOP. Even 
though the producer organisations on the Mediterranean coast are members of FEDOPA or 
ANOP, they have formed into a federation in AMOP. In the same way, three producer 
organisations in Brittany that are members of FEDOPA have joined UBOP. 
 
There are nine specialist producer organisations. ORTHONGEL (Organisation des producteurs 
de thon congelé) focuses on tropical tuna. There are seven producer organisations specialising in 
oyster production, and one in mussel production. 
 
The majority of the producer organisations are located in Brittany (8 producer organisations) 
and Languedoc-Roussillon (7). Poitou-Charentes has five recognised producer organisations, the 
Loire Region four, Aquitaine or Nord-Pas de Calais three and in Lower Normandy, French 
Guiana and Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur two. 
 
Twelve producer organisations were recognised in the 1970s, six in the eighties and eighteen 
after 1990. The first producer organisations recognised in 1971 aimed to regulate the market, in 
the form of regional funds to organise the fisheries products market. The eight producer 
organisations for aquaculture began to be recognised in 1989, although the majority of them 
were recognised from 1997 onwards. 
 
The sector’s participation in the management of resources is channelled through an inter-trade 
organisation, the National Committee for Marine Fisheries and Aquaculture, which represents 
those involved in the sector (production, trade and processing). It emerged in the economic 
crisis of the 1930s, was regulated on 14 August 1945, and currently has its legal basis in the 
Law of 2 May 1991. It is funded through parafiscal taxes paid by producers and by the 
companies that purchase the products first, and through payment for the services provided. The 
authorities monitor the legality of its decisions and exercise financial control. 
 
It is organised on three levels: national, regional and local. There are 39 local committees based 
in the ports (or groups of ports) that are significantly active, 14 regional committees, and a 
National Committee. The National Committee must be consulted on any national or Community 
measure for the conservation or management of fishing grounds or conditions applying to 
commercial fishing. The National Committee and the regional committees may grant the 
licences approved by the Government for some types of fishing. The regional and local marine 
fisheries committees also provide technical help and information for the sector and play an 
active role in implementing measures adopted at national level (issuing licences) and social 
issues (accident prevention, vocational training, aid for families in difficulty). 
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The Inter-trade Committee for Aquaculture Products (Comité Interprofessionnel des Produits de 
l’Aquaculture, CIPA) brings together the professional organisations representing fish farming. 
The CIPA was created on 16 December 1997, and was officially recognised on 11 July 1998. 
The Syndicat de l’Aquaculture Marine et Nouvelle (SFAM) was incorporated into the CIPA on 
15 June 2000.  
 
The CIPA is organised into three associations: representation of fish farmers through the French 
Federation of Fish Farmers (Fédération Française des Aquaculteurs, FFA), representation of 
food producers through the Professional Union of Producers of Fish Farming Feed (Syndicat 
Professionnel des Producteurs d’Aliments Aquacoles, SPPA) and the representation of 
processors, through the Association of Trout Processors (Association des Transformateurs de 
Truite, ATT). 
 
The bivalve mollusc production is organised in an inter-trade organisation, the Comité National 
de la Conchyliculture (CNC), which represents production, processing and distribution. The 
CNC, which is regulated by the Law of 2 May 1991, was recognised as an agricultural inter-
trade organisation under the Ministry of Agriculture by the Decree of 13 January 2000, and may 
sign inter-trade agreements between all or some of the operators in the sector. The CNC is 
organised into seven regional sections (Sections Régionales de la Conchyliculture, SRC): 
Normandy-North Sea, North Brittany, South Brittany, Loire Region, Poitou-Charentes, 
Arcachon-Aquitaine, and Mediterranean. 
 
The CNC’s activity is focused on the management of the mollusc market, the protection of the 
coast and water quality, health regulations, social and tax regulation of producers, scientific and 
technical research, promoting production, training and relations with the media and public 
opinion. 
 
The Syndicat National des Employeurs de la Conchyliculture (SNEC) is an employers’ 
organisation. 
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13. Web links 
 
http://ifm.free.fr/htmlpages/index1.htm Institut Français de la Mer 
http://nidra.free.fr/index.htm Cluster Maritime Français 
http://www.agriculture.gouv.fr/spip/ressour
ces.themes.pecheaquaculture_r59.html 

Ministère de l’Agriculture 

http://www.extraplac.fr/ EXTRAPLAC programme 
http://www.shom.fr Service hydrographique national (SHOM) 

Le Réseau des Pêches Maritimes et des 
Élevages Marins  http://www.comite-peches.fr/index.htm 

http://www.lapisciculture.com/scripts/site/0
1_accueil.php?cont_id=1 

Comité interprofessionnel des produits de 
l’aquaculture 

http://www.cnc-
france.com/index.php?rub=2 

Comité National de la Conchyliculture (CNC) 

Section Régionale de la Conchyliculture 
Normandie Mer du Nord www.huitre-normandie.com 

Section Régionale de la Conchyliculture 
Bretagne-Sud www.huitres-de-bretagne.com 

Section Régionale de la Conchyliculture Poitou-
Charentes www.huitresmarennesoleron.info 

Section Régionale de la Conchyliculture 
Arcachon-Aquitaine www.huitres-arcachon-capferret.com 

Section Régionale de la Conchyliculture 
Méditerranée www.lagunedethau.com 

http://www.comite-
peches.fr/cnpmem/index.htm 

Comité National des Pêches Maritimes et des 
Elevages Marins 
Comite Régional des Pêches Maritimes et des 
Elevages Marins de Haute - Normandie http://www.crpmemhn.fr/ 

Observatoire des pêches et des cultures marines 
du golfe de Gascogne http://www.aglia.asso.fr/ 

http://www.ifremer.fr/francais/ IFREMER 
Institut océanographique, Fondation Albert Ier, 
Prince de Monaco http://www.oceano.org/ 

http://agro.roazhon.inra.fr/dep/deern/hal/ Laboratoire Halieutique de l’ENSAR 
http://com.univ-mrs.fr/ Centre d’Océanologie de Marseille (C.O.M) 
http://www.ifremer.fr/drvrhspn/ Laboratoire Ressources Halieutiques Aquitaine 
http://www.sb-roscoff.fr/ Station Biologique de Roscoff 
http://web.bagadoo.tm.fr/fr/rechform/biolo_
marine/index.html 

Station de biologie marine de Concarneau 

http://www.ccstilorient.org/ CCSTI Centre de Culture Scientifique 
Technique et Industrielle de Lorient 

 CEASM 
http://www.ifremer.fr/cofrepeche/ Cofrépêche 
http://www.oceanic-
dev.com/accueil.asp?langue=fr 

Oceanic Développement 

AMOP Association Méditerranéenne des 
Organisations de Producteurs http://www.pechemed.com/ 
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http://www.arpevie.com/OP.html ARPEVIE 
http://capsud.sextan.com/ CAPSUD 
http://armag.sa.free.fr/ Armement et Mareyage de Guyane (ARMAG) 
http://www.adrien.fr/fr/s01_home/s01p01_h
ome.php?PHPSESSID=4d844db609a6208b
00ce6ec9e401ac9f 

Groupe ADRIEN 

http://www.chalutiers-boulonnais.com/ Les Chalutiers Boulonnais 
Groupement Qualité des Marins-Pêcheurs, 
Criées et Mareyeurs de Basse Normandie http://www2.allnet.fr/nfm/ 

http://www.ofimer.fr/Pages/Accueil/1Accue
il2004.html 

Office National Interprofessionnel des Produits 
de la Mer 
Association des Entreprises de Produits 
Alimentaires Elaborés (ADEPALE) http://www.adepale.org/ 

Confédération des Industries de Traitement des 
Produits des Pêches Maritimes  

http://www.lapisciculture.com/scripts/site/0
1_accueil.php?cont_id=1 

Comité interprofessionnel des produits de 
l’aquaculture 
Syndicat des pisciculteurs salmoniculteurs du 
Nord http://www.aquatruitenord.com/ 

http://www.lequertier.com/ Société LEQUERTIER 
http://members.aol.com/armt29/ Armement NICOT 
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