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Fisheries in Martinique 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 
It is estimated that the contribution of fisheries to GDP is EUR 50 million and that of 
aquaculture just over EUR 1 million. Fisheries represent less than 1% of the region’s GDP and 
1.2% of employment. The social burden of fisheries exceeds its contribution to the island’s 
economic activity. It is estimated that there are around 1 300 fishermen that are actually 
registered. 
 
Martinique’s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) is confined by the proximity of other islands. 
Owing to its volcanic nature, its insular shelf is very small. These two situations mean that the 
demersal resources are reduced and that there are problems with fishing pelagic resources, 
affecting the characteristics of the fleet and the development of fishing. 
 
The infrastructures for fishing are insufficient, despite the investment made in the last decade. 
The lack of auction markets and the large number of landing points result in dispersed 
production, marketing problems and serious statistical shortfalls. These mean that the status of 
coastal resources is unknown. Knowledge of the status of pelagic resources is variable, as some 
of them, which should be managed at regional or sub-regional level, are not evaluated by 
international bodies such as ICCAT or the FAO group. 
 
The fishing fleet is made up of 1 160 boats, only 6 of which are more than 12 metres long. Boats 
shorter than 12 metres are mainly used for coastal fishing. They also fish out of sight of the 
coast (60 miles) from November to June. The larger boats generally fish on the continental shelf 
of French Guiana and struggle to compete with the Venezuelan fleet. 
 
There are 169 landing points that are concentrated in the towns on the southern Atlantic Coast. 
Out of these, around 90 have sufficient activity to justify improvements in access or basic 
services. From an administrative point of view, there are eight potential departmental ports. In 
the mid 1990s a programme of minor improvements was started in the busiest areas, affecting 
thirteen ports classified as ‘Other Ports of Departmental Interest’. 
 
In order to conserve fish resources, eight fishing ban zones have been created, thirty Fish 
Aggregating Devices (FADs) have been established, fishing for lobsters, conch and sea urchins 
is regulated, three artificial reefs have been established in protected areas and the creation of 
regional reserves is being considered. 
 
There are various circumstances that have prevented the development of aquaculture. These 
include lack of skills in production techniques, lack of organisation in the sector, production 
being oriented towards species that are not well known in the market, high costs of transporting 
materials and raw materials for food, remoteness from the European market, competition with 
other uses of the coast and, above all, the availability of juveniles. In general, the companies 
have a very low rate of capitalisation, real production is lower than capacity and the sector is 
often affected by business crises. 
 
Between 1994 and 2005 the fisheries sector in Martinique received just over EUR 8 million in 
European aid from the FIFG, a small amount from the ERDF or the ESF and no aid to 
compensate for being an outermost region owing to the lack of exports. During 1994-1999 only 
57% of the available funds were executed, which can be attributed to learning the SPD 
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mechanisms, insufficient human resources, problems with interpreting the regulations on power 
and the eligibility criteria for some measures. 
 

2. GEOGRAPHICAL FRAMEWORK 
 
Martinique is situated to the north-west of Venezuela, and is part of the Windward Islands in the 
Lesser Antilles. The Caribbean Islands extend in a 4 700 km arc from the western end of Cuba 
to the island of Aruba, opposite Venezuela. The surface area of the Antilles islands above the 
water is 230 000 km2, with 35 million inhabitants. The Greater Antilles (Cuba, Jamaica, Haiti 
and Puerto Rico) account for 90% of the surface area and population. Martinique is in the 
middle of the Windward Lesser Antilles, between Dominica and St Lucia. The Lesser Antilles 
are territories belonging to France, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands and the United States. 
With 810 000 inhabitants, the French Antilles represent 20% of the population of the Lesser 
Antilles and only 2% of the total population of the Antilles. 
 
Martinique has been a French territory since 1674, with the status of Overseas Department since 
1946 and administrative region since 1974. Its capital is Fort de France, with 96 400 inhabitants, 
and up to 170 300 if its metropolitan area is included. Other large cities are Le Lamentin 
(36 400 inhabitants), Schoelcher (21 400 inhabitants) and Sainte Marie (20 600 inhabitants). 

 
Owing to its proximity to other 
island States, its Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) is quite 
small, only 60 000 km². This 
situation causes frequent conflicts 
with the neighbouring EEZs. 
There was an attempt at a fishing 
agreement with Dominica, but it 
failed. However, there are 
administrative agreements with 
some nearby islands. The lack of 
fishing agreements with the island 
States in the region, the weather 
conditions, the seasonal nature of 
the main catches and the scarcity 

of fish resources to the east and west of the Exclusive Economic Zone cause serious problems 
for the development of deep-sea fishing around the island. 
 
The total surface area of Martinique is 1 100 km2, 96% (1 059 km2) of which is land. Martinique 
is of volcanic origin, and has variable terrain, particularly in the north, dominated by the Carbet 
peaks (1 207 metres) and Mount Pelée (1 397 metres), which is an active volcano. It last erupted 
in 1902, devastating Saint Pierre. The only plain is Lamentin in the centre of the island. 
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Martinique’s continental shelf has a surface area of 1 447.5 km². Although it is very 
asymmetrical, the insular shelf is very narrow because of the volcanic nature of the island. The 
shelf is particularly narrow on the Caribbean coast, with the exception of Fort de France Bay, 
which is surrounded by mangroves. 
 
The island has 350 kilometres of coastline. To the east and south, the coast is very uneven, 
forming bays and peninsulas. On the Atlantic coast, the shelf is wider than on the Caribbean 
coast, although in the north it is not protected by reefs, However, inside the reefs on the south 
Atlantic coast the depth does not exceed 30 metres and it is a good area for fishing demersal 
species. Between Le Vauclin and Le Robert there is a flat strip of coast in which the reef 
ecosystem is badly damaged. In the St Lucia channel, which has a very narrow coastal strip, the 
depth drops suddenly to 150 metres and the sea currents are very strong. 
  
The Amérique and Dien-Bien-Phû fishing grounds are 15 and 40 kilometres north of the island 
respectively, extending the insular shelf. They have depths of around 80 metres.  
 
There are two seasons: a relatively dry season, from November to May, and a wet season, from 
June to October. The dry season enables the gigs to fish out of sight of the coastline. The 
hurricanes, which originate in the Atlantic, tend to appear between July and October. The 
mountainous regions are obstacles to the trade winds and the clouds produce significant rainfall. 
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3. COASTAL ECOSYSTEMS 
 
In Martinique there are three very different ecosystems: the mangroves, the seaweed meadows 
and the coral formations. 
 
It is estimated that 40 kilometres of the coast of Martinique is occupied by mangroves. Of 
these, 17 kilometres are in Fort de France Bay, 9 kilometres are shared equally between Cul-de-
Sac Marin and Le Robert Bay, 2.5 kilometres in Sainte-Luce, 2.1 kilometres in La Caravelle and 
10 kilometres are distributed among the small bays on the South Atlantic coast. It is a highly 
productive ecosystem that provides a permanent habitat for numerous species. It is also a site for 
reproduction, breeding young or simply feeding for other species. Therefore the mangroves play 
a very important role in Martinique’s marine ecosystems. 
 
The seaweed meadows cover more than 40 km2 distributed among the island’s bays (mainly 
Fort de France Bay) and some shallow areas in the south of the island. The five main species of 
seaweed are the basic food for many species of fish and turtles. It is a highly productive 
ecosystem, as it is also the reproduction site for many species. The seaweed meadows are also 
where young lobsters, conch (Strombus gigas) and sea urchins are found. 
 
The coral reefs are more developed in the east, and have to contend with strong tides. They are 
70 kilometres long, covering a surface area of 200 km2 along the southern coast and the 
southern Atlantic coast, with depths up to 30 metres. Between Le Vauclin and Sainte-Marie 
there are two active stretches, one near the coast, and the second, with a large population of 
seaweed, between 2 and 5 kilometres from the coast. There are also reefs opposite Sainte-Anne 
peninsula and another formation between Sainte-Anne, Sainte Luce and Trois Rivières. There 
are very necrotised remains of coral formations in the bays of Fort de France, Cul de Sac de Le 
Marin and Le Robert. On the Caribbean coast, which has a very narrow shelf, there are coral 
formations with no bio-constructive activity. 
 

4. SOCIOECONOMIC ASPECTS 
 
In 2006 the population was estimated to be 436 131 with a growth rate of 0.7%, a density of 
1 067 inhabitants/ km2 and a life expectancy of 79.2 years. Unemployment affects 22.4% of the 
active population. 
 
Although Martinique has recovered from the devastating effects of a hurricane in 1980, there are 
still problems of overcrowding, unemployment and insufficient development. More than 70% of 
employment is generated by the service sector (tourism and administration). Industry (oil 
refining, pineapple preserves and production of sugar and rum) provides around 17% of 
employment. Tourism is a significant market for the catches that are landed, while the oil 
refining industry and the proximity of a large producer like Venezuela provide fuel at reasonable 
prices to a fleet that has a high unit power with inefficient engines. 
 
Nearly 10% of the population works in agriculture. 10% of the surface area of the island is 
farming land in the valleys and on the coast, which is mainly used for the production of tropical 
pineapples, avocados, bananas, flowers, vegetables and sugar cane for the production of rum 
(one of the main exports). 
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GDP per inhabitant is EUR 14 199, which is 55% of the GDP per inhabitant of the urban area. It 
is estimated that the contribution of fishing to GDP is EUR 50 million and that of aquaculture 
just over EUR 1 million. Consequently, fishing represents less than 1% of the island’s GDP and 
1.2% of employment. The social burden of fishing exceeds its contribution to the island’s 
economic activity. It is estimated that there are around 1 300 fishermen that are actually 
registered. 
 
Consumption of fishing produce is very high, around 50 kilograms per inhabitant per year. 
Island production does not satisfy demand, which is partly met by imports from Venezuela and 
Saint Vincent. There are no exports of fishing produce, but annual imports of goods are worth 
EUR 29 million. The imported goods go directly to the supermarkets and fishmongers. There 
are eight importers of fresh produce and five for frozen produce. 
 
Direct sales at landing points are the general rule. There are no auction markets and there are 
serious shortages of preservation facilities at the landing points. However, the sale of catches 
made in Guyana’s waters is much more structured. 
 
There have been attempts at creating fish processing industries such as La Société Nouvelle 
Poisson Pilote Industrie in Case Pilote focused on producing smoked fish and fish pastes. 
However, it experienced problems obtaining regular supplies of raw materials. A plan is 
currently being considered for the processing of local fishing produce. 
 
In 1998, the Comité Régional des Pêches Maritimes et des Elevages Marins replaced the local 
Committee, set up in 1991. It has a very small budget, which is 10% of the Reunion Island 
budget. The following unions stood in the 2003 elections: Syndicat Indépendant des Marins 
Pêcheurs (SIMP), Fédération Professionnelle des Armateurs à la Pêche (FPAP), Syndicat des 
Artisans Pêcheurs et Eleveurs Marins (SAPEM); CFDT, SYMPA and Congrès pour 
l'Organisation Syndicale des Artisans Pêcheurs (COSAP). 
 

5. EMPLOYMENT 
 
It is difficult to determine the exact number of people who work in the fisheries sector, as there 
are a large number of undeclared casual workers. In 2004 only 1 294 fishermen were registered. 
It is estimated that undeclared employment may be double the number of registered fishermen 
between July and November and triple in the ‘Miquelon’ season, from November to June, 
although in the latter case the fishermen are at sea for very short periods. 

  

0% 
5% 

10% 
15% 
20% 
25% 
30% 
35% 

Distribution of fishermen by age

% of total 1% 9% 25% 32% 17% 11% 6%

<20 20-30 30-40 40-50 50-60 60-70 >70

The age pyramid of 
registered fishermen is very 
top-heavy. 65% of fishermen 
are over forty, and only 10% 
are under thirty. 16% are 
over sixty, while 6% are 
over seventy. In general, 
fishermen work as day 
labourers for an extremely 
long trial period, and do no 
start to contribute to the 
pension system as 
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professional fishermen until they are thirty. This delay forces them to continue contributing until 
long after minimum retirement age. 
 
One of the causes of this situation lies in a peculiar system of contributions that has applied to 
employers in the overseas departments since the 1980s. In order to reduce social contributions 
by employers, they can pay half, but will also receive half of the benefits. 70% of fishermen in 
Martinique have opted for this ‘demi-rôle’ system. This is another reason for the delay in 
retirement age. 
 
The geographical distribution of fishermen is not equal, as the Atlantic coast has natural 
harbours and larger fishing grounds. 32% of fishermen live in the four towns between La Trinité 
and Le Vauclin. 24% live in the seven towns in Fort de France Bay (from Schoelcher to Anses 
d'Arlet); 17% live on the south coast (from Diamant to Sainte Anne), and 10% on the north 
Caribbean coast. 43% of registered fishermen live in five towns (Le François, Le Vauclin, La 
Trinité, Le Robert and Anses d'Arlet). 
 
The number of workers associated in some way with fishing (boat building, repair and sale, etc.) 
is estimated to be 170. 
 

6. FLEET 
 
The fishing fleet is made up of 1 160 boats, only 6 of which are more than 12 metres long. Three 
of these boats measure between 21 and 22 metres, two between 15 and 16 metres and the other 
is slightly over 12 metres. 
 
The majority of the boats that are shorter than 12 metres are gigs or day boats, which are mainly 
used for coastal fishing. They also engage in what they call large pelagic fishing in Miquelon. 
This refers to the fishing done out of sight of the coast (60 miles) from November to June, 
during the dry season. 
 
The three boats that are longer than 21 metres have metal hulls, while the boats measuring 
between 12 and 16 metres have fibreglass hulls. The traditional gigs with wooden hulls have 
been replaced by gigs with fibreglass since the early 1980s. Therefore currently 90% of the gigs 
are made of fibreglass and 9% have wooden hulls. The average age of the gigs with fibreglass 
hulls is 13 years, while those made of wood are an average of 32 years old. 
 
The larger boats struggle to compete with the Venezuelan fleet. In general they fish on the 
continental shelf of French Guiana, catching southern red snapper (‘vivaneaux’, Lutjanus 
purpureus) with pots. Owing to the shortcomings in the port and commercial infrastructures in 
Martinique, these boats have to sell similar products to those offered by Venezuela to importers 
directly to consumers at much lower prices (between one third and half). 
 
The boats that are shorter than 12 metres have an average length of 7 metres, an average tonnage 
of 2.3 tonnes and an average power of 60.4 kW. For the boats longer than 12 metres the average 
length is 18 metres, the average tonnage is 64 tonnes, and the average power is 312 kW. The 
high power of the small boats is evident. Nevertheless, 12% of gigs do not have a main engine. 
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83% of the fleet is between 6 and 8 
metres long. 
 
The average age of the fishing fleet 
is 15 years. However, as well as the 
change in the hull material, the more 
modern gigs tend to be slightly 
bigger, measuring around nine 
metres. The average age of the boats 
measuring between 15 and 17 metres 
is 13 years, and of boats longer than 
21 metres is 10 years. 
 
It can therefore be concluded that the 
rate of renewal is reasonable, taking 
into account the characteristics of the 
fishing grounds. 
 

 

Length 
range 

% Boats Number of 
boats 

Average 
age 

3=>L<4 0.5% 6 11
4=>L<5 1.3% 15 19
5=>L<6 8.8% 102 17
6=>L<7 27.5% 319 16
7=>L<8 55.5% 644 14
8=>L<9 3.5% 41 6
9=>L<10 1.3% 15 15
10=>L<11 0.2% 2 27
11=>L<12 0.9% 10 16
12=>L<13 0.1% 1 23
15=>L<16 0.1% 1 13
16=>L<17 0.1% 1 13
21=>L<22 0.3% 3 10
Total 100% 1 160 15
Source: Own based on Community Fishing Fleet Register. 

This rate of renewal reflects the development of the fishing fleet in Martinique and is in 
response to the stimulus of the aid granted by the Regional Council. Despite the availability of 
Community aid from the FIFG for the fleet, Martinique has scarcely used any, relying on 
regional aid alone. Up until 2001 the fleet gradually declined. Nevertheless, between 2001 and 
2005, there was recovery to a level above that of 1997. Note that the fishing fleet of the French 
overseas territories was only included on the Community Fishing Fleet Register from that year. 
 
While the Multiannual Guidance Programmes were in force, there was an objective of 
increasing the power and tonnage of the fleet. This objective was achieved, especially in the part 
of the fleet that is less than 12 metres in length, which exceeded the benchmark level. In 
Martinique, the number of boats has increased by 13% since 2001. This has been accompanied 
by a 30% increase in the power of the boats under 12 metres in length, which exceeded the limit 
set for the benchmark level at the end of 2004, when the power (66 007 kW) reached 101% of 
the benchmark level (65 500 kW). 
 
This is a result of three factors. Firstly, from 2000 aid was granted to build boats, and some 
boats that were fishing in an informal way were made official. Also, engines have been 
modernised. There has been a move from two-stroke to four-stroke engines, the use of twin 
engines has become widespread, providing greater safety, and boats have become more 
powerful with increasing tonnage. In addition, the shortcomings in infrastructures and in the 
commercial networks result in a power race, on account of the need to be the first to arrive at the 
Fish Aggregating Devices, the first to land catches and get the best prices. 
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The Martinique fleet has to 
deal with the existing limiting 
factors. The first is the energy 
consumption of a fleet with a 
very high power and very 
scarce nearby resources, even 
taking into account the effect 
of relatively cheap fuel and the 
prospects opened up in the 
short and medium term by the 
Fish Aggregating Devices. 
 
In addition, since 2005 aid for 
the construction of new boats 

in the European Union has not been permitted, although the outermost regions enjoy some 
exemptions. In view of the growth of the fleet in 2006, one wonders how the Martinique fleet 
will be renewed taking into account the characteristics of the fish sales networks. 

 
Active fishing boats in Martinique

1 000 

1 050 

1 100 

1 150 

1 200 

1 250 

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 
The number of recreational boats increased by 28% between 1995 and 2004, to 10 000 units, 
and 1 000 of them are engaged in recreational fishing. Given that part of this fleet uses 
practically professional gear, the impact of this activity on resources could be considerable, but 
it is difficult to evaluate owing to the absence of statistics. 
 

7. FISHING GEARS 
 
The table below reflects the gear declared in accordance with Regulation (EC) 26/2004 on the 
Community fishing fleet register. 
 

Main fishing gear used by the Martinique fishing fleet 
Code Gear Boats 

Main gear 
Boats 

Secondary 
gear 

Total % Boats 
Main gear 

% Boats 
Secondary 

gear 
FPO Pots (traps) 1 021 85 1 106 88% 7% 
Traps 1 021 85 1 106 88% 7% 
GND Driftnets 1 4 5 0% 0% 
GNS Set (anchored) gillnets 3 209 212 0% 18% 

GTR Trammel nets 1 0 1 0% 0% 
Gill nets and entangling nets 5 213 218 0% 18% 
LHP Handlines and pole lines (hand 

operated) 
1 2 3 0% 0% 

LLS Set longlines 4 0 4 0% 0% 
LTL Troll lines 107 156 263 9% 13% 
Hooks and lines 112 158 270 10% 14% 
PS Purse seines 2 1 3 0% 0% 
Surrounding nets 2 1 3 0% 0% 
SB Beach seines 20 20 40 2% 2% 
Seines 20 20 40 2% 2% 
NO No gear 0 683 683 0% 59% 
Regulation (EC) 26/2004 
Source: Own from Community Fishing Fleet Register 
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The most commonly used main gear is pots (88% of boats), followed far behind by troll lines at 
9%. According to the declarations made to the Community Fishing Fleet Register, there is a 
high level of specialisation, as 59% of the boats declare that they do not use secondary gear. Set 
or anchored gillnets predominate as secondary gear (18% of boats), followed by troll lines 
(13%) and pots (7%). 2% of the boats use beach seines as their main gear and 2% as secondary 
gear. 
 
The table below gives the breakdown of boats longer and shorter than 12 metres by type of 
fishing gear. 
 

Gear used by the Martinique fleet according to boat size 
    Main gear Secondary gear 
Code Gear % Boats < 

12m. 
% Boats > 

12m. 
% Boats < 

12m. 
% Boats > 

12m. 
FPO Pots (traps) 88% 100% 7% 0% 
Traps 88% 100% 7% 0% 
GNS Set (anchored) gillnets 0% 0% 18% 17% 
Gill nets and entangling nets 0% 0% 18% 17% 
LHP Handlines and pole lines (pole 

operated) 
0% 0% 0% 17% 

LTL Troll lines 9% 0% 13% 17% 
Hooks and lines 10% 0% 14% 33% 
SB Beach seines 2% 0% 2% 0% 
Seines 2% 0% 2% 0% 
NO No secondary gear 0% 0% 59% 50% 
Regulation (EC) 26/2004 
Source: Own from Community Fishing Fleet Register 

 
The declarations of the gear used do not match the catches. It is difficult to understand how 
catches that are mainly focused on large pelagic species, and to a much lesser extent on 
demersal species, can be compatible with an almost total predominance of pots. This is even 
more surprising given that all of the larger boats declare that they use pots as their main gear. 
 
It is possible for gear to be declared as main gear when most catches are actually made with the 
secondary gear. In fact, if we consider the combinations of main and secondary gear declared by 
the boats that are shorter than 12 metres, 57% of the boats use pots alone. The power of these 
boats (66 kW) is 25% greater than that of those that declare that they use pots as their main gear 
and anchored gillnets (53 kW) or troll lines (54 kW) as their secondary gear. According to this 
reasoning, the anchored gillnets could be the preferred gear for 16% of the boats, and troll lines 
for 22%. Although the number of boats is much lower, the average power of the boats that 
declare pots to be their main gear along with trawl gill nets (110 kW) is double the average 
power of those declaring that they use pots only. In any case, it should be noted that 67% of the 
boats without engines declare that they use pots only. 
 
The study done in 1992 on catches also analysed the characteristics of trips to sea. Its 
conclusions do not match the declarations of gear to the Community Fishing Fleet Register 
either. According to the study, only 25% of trips to sea used pots. 
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8. PORTS 
 
The distribution of landing points depends on the availability of natural harbours. These are very 
spread out on the more uneven coastlines and more concentrated in the more exposed areas. 
There are 169 landing points, concentrated in the towns on the South Atlantic coast. Therefore 
43% of the landing points are in Le François, Le Vauclin, La Trinité and Le Robert, and 18% 
are in Fort de France Bay. However, the fishermen in Grand' Rivière only have that port as a 
landing point. 
 
Of the 169 landing points, around 90 have enough business to justify improvements in access to 
basic services (sanitation, electricity, storage, etc.). 
 
From an administrative point of view, in 1984 five ports (Le François-Presqu'île, Le Vauclin, 
Case Pilote, La Trinité-Cosmy and Le Marin) were made into departmental ports and 
consequently are controlled by the General Council. These ports have infrastructure for 
receiving, preparing and initial storage of the catches. 
 
The status of departmental port means that the town provides the necessary services for daily 
life within the port area (drinking water supply, sanitation, electricity, waste collection, policing, 
hygiene, security, etc.) and takes responsibility for maintenance. The town also collects the taxes 
and charges in return for the cost of providing the services. The General Council sets the 
charges. 
 
In 1995, the Department decided to classify Diamant-Taupinière, Grand' Rivière and Anses 
d'Arlet as departmental ports, but the assessments for adapting them have yet to be completed. 
Also in the mid 1990s a programme of minor improvements was begun in the busiest areas, 
funded 50% by the FIFG and 50% by the Department. This programme affects 13 ports 
classified as ‘Other Ports of Departmental Interest’. These ports are: Basse-Pointe (Bourg), Le 
François (Canal), Le Lamentin (Calebassier), Le Marin (Duprey), Marigot (Bourg), Prêcheur 
(Abymes), Rivière-Pilote (Poirier), Sainte-Anne (Bourg), Sainte-Anne (Cap Chevalier), Sainte-
Luce (Bourg), Sainte-Marie (Bourg), Saint-Pierre (La Galère), Trinité (Tartane) and Fond 
Lahaye (under consideration). However, the status of ‘Other Ports of Departmental Interest’ 
does not have clear legal significance. 
 
With the exception of the port project for Grand' Rivière adopted in 2004, in the north of the 
island work on improving the landing points is very limited. 
 
Despite the improvements made, the majority of the ports do not have facilities for storing the 
fish, although some ports are equipped with facilities for preserving it. In Saint Pierre and 
Marigot the fishermen’s associations have bought ice-making machines. There are also no 
auction markets on the island. 
 

9. CATCHES 
 
Owing to their low nutritional content, the waters of the Antilles are not highly productive. This 
is because of the absence of large continental masses and currents emerging from deep waters. 
However, this does not apply to the coastal waters, especially in relation to some species (See 3. 
COASTAL ECOSYSTEMS). 
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The most recent study of catches in Martinique was in 1992, although it has a margin of error of 
+/- 25%. In 1992 it was estimated that catches amounted to 6 304 tonnes. In 1994 they were 
estimated at 5 500 tonnes with a value of EUR 33 million. There is no more recent evaluation of 
catches. It is probable that annual production varies between 4 000 and 6 000 tonnes depending 
on the weather conditions.  
 
In 1992 trips to sea in Miquelon accounted for 27% of the total, and those using pots represented 
25%, bottom nets 12%, beach seines 6%, and those using other gear 30%. Over the past decade 
there has been a shift in production towards pelagic catches. It appears that since the programme 
for installation of Fish Aggregating Devices (FADs) was implemented, fishing for large pelagic 
species accounts for 40% of trips to sea, or almost 60% of catches. 
 
The lack of information and the multi-species composition of catches make it very difficult to 
analyse the resources situation. There are estimates that the maximum threshold for exploitation 
of resources (between 4 and 5 Tm/km2/year) has been reached. However, there are indications 
that this threshold has been exceeded in the shallow coastal areas, with depths of less than 20 
metres. Overfishing is more evident in some invertebrates such as sea urchins and conches 
(‘lambis’, Strombus gigas), for which there are specific fishing regulations. 
 
The most characteristic coastal pelagic resources are surface species such as chub mackerel, 
bigeye scad (‘koulirou’, Selar crumenophthalmus), sardines and halfbeak (‘balarou’ or 
‘balaou’, Hemiramphus spp.). These species are more common in the waters of the Caribbean 
and are mainly fished using beach seines. The use of this fishing technique implies partial 
fishing. Nevertheless, there are numerous secondary catches of juveniles of larger species. Also, 
non-compliance with minimum mesh sizes for nets and pots puts greater pressure on the 
juveniles. 
 
• The most common deep-sea pelagic species are tuna, common dolphinfish (Coryphaena 
hippurus), bullet tuna, mackerel, marlin and some smaller species, such as flying fish. These 
species represent 60% of total catches. In general they are migratory species, more common 
from December to June, and they are targets for fishing in ‘Miquelon’. 
 
Fishing for molluscs and crustaceans (mainly sea urchins and lobster) can represent around 3% 
of catches. Despite the low volume of catches the situation of resources is very delicate. The 
same applies to some demersal species such as the southern red snapper (Lutjanus purpureus). 

10. CONSERVATION OF RESOURCES 
 
At the end of 1998 the Comité Régional des Pêches Maritimes et des Elevages Marins was set 
up, which launched a series of measures for the conservation of fish resources: 

• Creation of eight entirely fishing ban zones (see map) in Baie du Trésor (Trinité, 1999), 
Ilet à Ramiers (1999), Sainte Luce (1999), Baie du Robert (2000), Trinité (2002), Petite 
Anse d'Arlet (2002), Case Pilote (2002) and Sainte Anne. The creation of two additional 
zones in Prêcheur-La Perle and Le François is under consideration. 

• Installation of thirty Fish Aggregating Devices (FADs) in addition to the fifteen that 
were installed previously. 

• Regulation of fishing for lobster, conch and sea urchins. 
• Installation of three artificial reefs in protected areas (Ramier, Le Robert and Case 

Pilote) in 2003. 
• The creation of regional reserves is under consideration. 
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The fishing ban zones have proven effective in mangroves and seaweed meadows, where certain 
species feed. This is the case for lobsters in Le Robert, where there has been an increase in 
productivity. 
 
With regard to the programme of installation of Fishing Aggregating Devices (FADs) it is 
estimated that each one can maintain a concentration of ten boats with an average crew of three. 
The main problem with this programme is that few of these devices are yet known to fishermen. 
Although there appears to be potential for using them for some sub-surface species such as 
blackfin tuna (Thunnus atlanticus), note that it is estimated that there are between 100 and 200 
private Fish Aggregating Devices that are currently illegal. 
 
Fishing focused around this type of device has the advantage of greater economic value of the 
species caught in them. Also it alleviates the fishing pressure on demersal resources and reduces 
fuel consumption per catch unit. In addition it prevents activity in the Exclusive Economic 
Zones of the neighbouring countries and prevents people from starting to fish species that are 
not very profitable owing to their low concentration. However, the effect of the concentration of 
resources can result in the impact of catches being concentrated. It would be worth 
supplementing this strategy by deploying tools to evaluate the resources in question. 
 
The management of the populations of molluscs and crustaceans involves various measures: 
permits for professional fishing only, increase in the minimum size of catches, obligation to 
declare catches, etc. Fishing for sea urchins was banned for several years, although later it was 
permitted again within a very strict framework. 
 
Between 1982 and 1983 a disease decimated the sea urchins (Tripneustes ventricosus), 
coinciding with an increase in demand for tourism, which caused an increase in pressure on 
resources. Consequently, catches of sea urchins were banned between 1999 and 2002. From 
2002 a system of permits and declarations was established, including spatial and time 
restrictions. This is one of the reasons for the increase in registered fishermen in 2004, as 
previously sea urchin fishermen did not tend to register. 
 
Since the end of 1999, conch fishing has been limited to specimens with the horn formed and 
with a minimum of 250 grams of lean flesh. Recreational fishing is limited to three specimens 
per person per day. 
 
Lobster fishing is only permitted for non-professional fishermen between April and November 
provided that they are caught by hand. There are also size limits according to the species. 
 
The use of pots and nets is banned for non-professional fishermen, and pots must have mesh 
larger than 31 millimetres. Taking into account the number of registered fishermen there are 
doubts as to whether these rules are kept. 
 
The replacement of fishing with tourist trips islets has reduced fishing pressure on the shallower 
areas of some municipalities. 
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11. AQUACULTURE 
 
The temperatures in Martinique provide a good environment for the continuous growth of 
aquatic species, allowing several cycles per year in species with short cycles. Despite the high 
consumption level, aquaculture production is not in line with the preferences of local consumers 
and is mainly aimed at tourists. 
 
As well as the IFREMER station some important bodies in Martinique aquaculture are: 

• ADAM (Association pour le Développement de l'Aquaculture Martiniquaise), does 
experiments and training and manages an incubation tank for red drum. It was created in 
1981. 

• ADEPAM (Association pour la Défense des Producteurs Aquacoles Martiniquais), 
guides and gives technical and management support to new businesses. It was created in 
1997, and has 20 members. It has two incubation tanks for the production of juvenile 
tilapia and post-larvae of giant river prawns. 

• COOPAQUAM (Coopérative des Aquaculteurs de la Martinique), was established in 
2005 by 12 producers. It handles preparation, processing and sales of freshwater and 
marine produce. 

 
There are various circumstances that have not allowed major projects to develop. These include 
poor skills in production techniques, the lack of organisation of the sector, production being 
orientated towards species that are not well known in the market, high transport costs for 
materials and raw materials for food, the remoteness of the European market, competition with 
other uses for the coast and, above all, the availability of juveniles. In particular, the drop in 
production of giant river prawns is firstly because of viruses in the production of post-larvae. 
There is also a problem of the lack of adaptation in the continuous breeding system, the 
degeneration of the species (all the specimens are descendants of four specimens introduced 
from Mauritius in 1975), the pressure of agriculture on water quality and problems with food 
quality. 
 
In general, the businesses have very low capitalisation, actual production is below capacity and 
there are frequently business crises in the sector. The most significant ones occurred in 1996 
(Marobrachium Caraibe Culture, La Pisciculture and SICA Aquacole) and 2005 (Madin'aqua 
Pêche and Aquasea), although there were also episodes in 2000 (Seamar) and 2003 (Seguineau 
Aquaculture and Ocean Farms-Martinique). Therefore, aquaculture production is declining 
rather than growing. Marine aquaculture, with the production of red drum, is developing slowly. 
 
With incentives from the Regional Council, aquaculture in Martinique begun in the second half 
of the 1970s with the production of giant river prawns (‘ouassous’ or ‘chevrettes’) 
(Macrobrachium rosenbergii), based on the ‘green water’ model developed in Hawaii by 
Fujimara and Okamoto in 1972. 
 
In 1979, with the support of CNEXO, (Centre National pour l'Exploitation des Océans, an 
IFREMER precedent), a more controlled technique was introduced. Based on this, in 1982 the 
Collective Agricultural Interests Company (SICA AQUACOLE) installed the first incubation 
tank, producing 7 to 8 million post-larvae. 
 
After the failure of the production trials for seabass owing to viruses, the first attempts at 
commercial production of red drum (‘loup des caraïbes’ or ‘ombrine tropicale’, Sciaenops 
ocellatus) and tilapia (‘saint-pierre’, Oreochromis spp.) began in 1986, coping with viruses in 
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the juvenile stages. This species was introduced through a joint initiative by ADAM 
(Association pour le Développement de l’Aquaculture en Martinique), ISTPM (Institut 
Spécialisé de Technologie des Pêches Maritimes) and CNEXO, through an initial project to 
breed caught juveniles. In 1984, IFREMER started their first experimental incubation tank. 
 
In the 1990s, there were circumstances that had an adverse effect on aquaculture (hurricanes, 
disease, etc.) that caused difficulties for a sector that was not very diversified and poorly 
structured. Since 1995, with the financial crisis and the judicial liquidation of SICA Aquacole, 
production dropped considerably, and regional and FIFG aid began to be used to improve the 
aquaculture structures, mainly in the form of incentives for the production of juveniles. 
 
Between 1995 and 1998 the ADAM experimental incubation tank entered service in Saint 
Pierre. However, owing to various technical problems, since 2003 ADAM has not produced 
juveniles. 
 
The Mangatal family businesses (Aquapiculture and Exploitation Agricole à Responsabilité 
Limitée La Digue) and Aqua Nord Caraïbes also received regional and FIFG aid for the 
production of juveniles. 
 
Three of the employees of SICA Aquacole founded the Civil Agricultural Company Martinique 
Aquaculture, continuing solely with the production and fattening of tilapia. However, in 2002 
they obtained regional aid to produced juvenile red drum. 
 
In 2001, IFREMER introduced the concept of ‘small-scale incubation tanks’ (écloserie 
artisanale), applied for the first time on an experimental basis at the Aquanord facilities in Le 
Carbet. 
 
In 2004, production increased to 95 tonnes (10 of giant river prawns, 12 of tilapia and 75 of red 
drum). 
 
There is regional aid for purchasing juvenile red drum. Also the region is funding or co-funding 
a research programme into yellowtail snapper (‘sarde queue jaune’, Ocyurus chrysurus). Its 
programme of activities includes the management of parents, improving the parameters for 
breeding red drum, modernising the pilot farm in Le Robert and experiments on cobia 
(Rachycentron canadum). Cobia could be an attractive proposition, as it reaches weights of 
between 6 and 7 kilograms per year after hatching and has very good conversion indices. 
Although its production is only just beginning in the West, it is highly developed in Asia and 
particularly in Taiwan. 
 

12. EU AIDS 
 
The FIFG allocation for Martinique for 2000-2006 increased by EUR 1.6 million compared with 
1994-1999 and represents around 2% of fisheries GDP. Between 1994 and 2005 the Martinique 
fisheries sector received just over EUR 8 million in European aid from the FIFG, a small 
amount from the ERDF or the ESF and no compensatory aid for being an outermost region, 
owing to the lack of exports. The poor level of execution of available financial resources should 
be taken into account. During 1994-1999 only 57% of the available funds were executed. 
 

PE 379.211 16



Fisheries in Martinique 

The delay in implementing measures during 1994-1999 is attributable to learning the SPD 
mechanisms, insufficient human resources, problems interpreting the regulations on power and 
on the eligibility criteria for certain actions. 
 

• Fleet: Martinique made practically no use of Community FIFG aid for the fishing fleet 
despite the opportunities during that period, preferring to rely on regional aid alone. 

• Protection and development of aquaculture resources: This measure received EUR 
579 000, i.e. 8% of the funds assigned by the FIFG to this Department. The majority 
(EUR 507 000) was allocated during 1999-2004. This aid funded the creation of 
Protected Maritime Zones for the protection of the coast, the FAD (Fish Aggregating 
Device) programme and the establishment of artificial reefs to allow biodiversity to 
develop. 

• Infrastructure and equipment: EUR 5 million were allocated between 1994 and 2004 
via the FIFG for equipping and modernising the fishing ports, i.e. 70% of the funds 
allocated during that period. During 2001-2006 nearly EUR 1 million from the ERDF 
was added to this. This aid supports the port equipment scheme agreed by the General 
Council (See 8. PORTS). 

• Aquaculture: the FIFG granted EUR 1.3 million in aid to Martinique’s aquaculture, i.e. 
18% of the budget, the majority of which was allocated before 2000 (See 11. 
AQUACULTURE). Despite this aid the sector has not taken off, owing to the impact of 
the crisis in the production of giant river prawns. However, marine production of red 
drum has developed and other species are being established. 

• Processing and sales: This measure has concentrated on funding small businesses for 
packaging marine produce for local consumption. It represents a marginal proportion of 
the FIFG budget in the period considered. 

 

13. RESEARCH 
 
Since 1970 IFREMER has had a delegation in the Antilles, situated in Le Robert Bay. This 
delegation focuses its activities on marine tropical aquaculture and the development of fishing.  
 
Its activity resulted in the creation of aquaculture farms and the installation of Fish Aggregating 
Devices (FADs) for large pelagics, and in particular, common dolphinfish (Coryphaena 
hippurus). In terms of aquaculture, its activity is focused on the production of red drum. 
 
The station has two regional laboratories, one focused on marine resources and another on the 
biology of farmed marine organisms, with pools for reproduction and fattening on land and 
cages at sea. 

PE 379.211 17



Fisheries in Martinique 

 

14. WEB LINKS 
 
Conseil Régional de la Martinique http://www.region-martinique.mq/

Martinique Nature http://www.martinique-nature.com/

Annuaire Martinique http://www.annuaire-martinique.com/

Préfecture Région Martinique http://www.martinique.pref.gouv.fr/

MINISTÈRE DE L'OUTRE-MER http://www.outre-mer.gouv.fr/

Chambre de Commerce et d'Industrie 
de la Martinique http://www.martinique.cci.fr/

Conseil Général de la Martinique http://www.cgste.mq/homepge/internet/idefault.htm

Conseil Général de la Martinique http://www.cg972.fr/site/html/index.php

Association des Maires de la 
Martinique http://www.maires-martinique.org/

Conseil Régional de la Martinique http://www.cr-martinique.fr/index.php

INFOMARTINIQUE http://www.infomartinique.com/

Association Martiniquaise pour la 
Promotion de l'Industrie http://www.industriemartinique.com/index1.php

Office pour le Développement de 
l'Économie Agricole des Départements 
d'Outre-Mer 

http://www.odeadom.fr/index.html
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