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Fisheries in Ireland 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1. Introduction 

The aim of this note is to describe fisheries in Ireland for the Delegation of the Committee on 
Fisheries. The visit will focus on the importance of marine research for the fishing industry and 
the survival of the coastal zones. For this purpose this note will concentrate on marine fisheries 
and marine aquaculture, marine and coastal development and research. Freshwater fisheries 
(salmon and trout) and angling are outside the scope of this note.  
 
The note is structured in nine chapters. Chapter 1 "Introduction" provides an overview of 
Ireland in terms of basic data, organisation of the State, economy and overall fisheries sector.  
 
Chapter 2 deals with the "Legal and institutional framework" for fisheries management. It 
describes the basic fisheries administration system and management bodies. Ireland has a 
National Development Plan (2007-2013) that gives special attention to marine and coastal 
communities. This plan, along with its key strategic development priorities for sea fisheries, 
aquaculture, seafood processing, seafood marketing and seafood training, are explained as well. 
 
One of the most important chapters is Chapter 3 "Marine Fishing Sector". It provides detailed 
information on the management of marine fisheries, catches, EU member states fishing in 
Ireland, landings and ports. The chapter also deals with the protection of the Irish fishing 
grounds via different measures, such as the setting up of a biologically sensitive area (BSA) and 
the Darwin Mounds. 
 
The evolution of the Irish fleet in terms of number, power, length and gear segments and age is 
covered in Chapter 4 "The Irish Fleet".  
 
Aquaculture is also part of this note in Chapter 5 "Aquaculture Sector". Current aquaculture 
species, evolution, new species cultivation and aquaculture techniques are described herein. Part 
of the chapter also discusses the sustainable development of aquaculture in Ireland in relation to 
coastal communities, key management objectives and management bodies. The environmental 
dimension is not overlooked, being the last point of the chapter; environmental management 
systems (EMS). 
 
Fisheries and aquaculture production and external trade are covered in Chapter 6 "Production".  
 
Chapter 7 deals with "Employment in the fisheries sector" that also analyses fisheries 
dependency.  
 
Chapter 8 examines "Financial support for the fisheries sector".  
 
The last chapter is Chapter 9 "Marine Research". This chapter explains the set priority research 
areas under the Research and Innovation Strategy for Ireland (2007-2013) programme. For 
specific research projects there is annex 5 providing a list of relevant Irish research institutes.  
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1.2.  Basic data 

Ireland (Eire) joined the European 
Community in 1973, is located in Western 
Europe, the North Atlantic and west of 
Great Britain. It borders with UK in the 
north with a total land boundary of 360 
km. The area of Ireland is 70,280 sq km 
and the coastline amounts to 1,448 km. 
Ireland claimed its territorial seas (12nm) 
and exclusive economic zone (200nm) 
(CIA fact book, 2007).  
 
The country has a population of 
4,109,086 inhabitants (July 2007), with a 
growth rate of 1.143%. The total median 
age is 34,3 years (male 33,5 and female 
35,1 years). The GDP (per capita) 
amounts to $44,500 (2006) with an 
unemployment rate of 4.3% (CIA fact 
book, 2007). 

 
1.3. Organisation of the State 

Ireland (Eire) is a Republic with Parliamentary democracy. The capital is Dublin and is divided 
into 26 counties1: Carlow, Cavan, Clare, Cork, Donegal, Dublin, Galway, Kerry, Kildare, 
Kilkenny, Laois, Leitrim, Limerick, Longford, Louth, Mayo, Meath, Monaghan, Offaly, 
Roscommon, Sligo, Tipperary, Waterford, Westmeath, Wexford, and Wicklow.  
 
The high executive branch of the State is the President of the Republic of Ireland Mary 
Mcaleese (since 1997, second elections schedule for October 2011), and the Prime Minister 
Bertie Ahern (since 26 June 1997). The legislative branch is a bicameral Parliament of 
Oireachtas formed by the Senate or Seanad Eireann and the House of Representatives or Dail 
Eireann. In the Supreme Court, judges are appointed by the President on the advice of the Prime 
Minister and Cabinet. 
 
1.4. Economy overview 

Ireland is a small, modern, trade-dependent economy with growth averaging 6% in 1995-2006. 
Agriculture, once the most important sector, is now dwarfed by industry and services. Industry 
accounts for 46% of GDP, about 80% of exports and 29% of the labour force.  
 
Although exports remain the primary engine for Ireland's growth, the economy has also 
benefited from a rise in consumer spending, construction and business investment. Per capita 
GDP is 40% above that of the four big European economies and the second highest in the EU 
behind Luxembourg. Ireland joined in circulating the euro on 1 January 2002 along with 11 
other EU nations. 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
1 Cavan, Donegal and Monaghan are part of Ulster Province. 
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1.5. Overall fisheries sector  

In 2006, the production was 263,792 
tonnes (210,670t catches and 53,122t 
aquaculture). The volume and value of 
landing in 2003 was 299,194 tonnes and 
€ 364,208 respectively. Pelagic species 
dominated the volume of landings 
(mackerel, blue whiting, horse 
mackerel, herring and round sardinella) 
with the majority of the remainder 
consisting of demersal species and 
shellfish.  
 
The fleet numbers 1,810 vessels and is 
dominated by vessels less than 12m in 
length overall (1,441). The remainder 
represent a mix of old and new vessels 
in the 12-24m (237), 24-36m (97) and 
>36m (34) segments. The majority of 
vessels over 36m target pelagic species. 
Map 1 (Source: BIM). 
 

 
In 2005, a total of 5,037 individuals were 
directly employed in the marine fishing 
industry in Ireland. A further 3,500 were 
employed in the processing of the fish and 
a further 1,936 in the aquaculture sector. 
 
Inland fisheries target eels (Anguilla 
anguilla), salmon (Salmo salar) and sea 
trout (Salmo trutta). The dominant species 
in cultivation are blue mussels, salmon, 
cupped oyster, rainbow trout and flat 
oyster. New species in husbandry include, 
perch (Perca fluviatus), abalone (Haliotis 
tuberculata and Haliotis discus hanai) and 
sea urchin (Paracentrotus lividus).  

M
M
a
p
 
2 (Source: BIM). 

 
During the EU Financial Instrument for Fisheries Guidance (FIFG, 2000-2006), Ireland received 
a total of € 87 million representing a share of 9.7% of the total EU structural aid.  
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2. LEGAL AND INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK  
 
2.1. Introduction 

The legal framework relating to all commercial fisheries matters is directed by EU regulation 
under the Common fisheries Policy (CFP) and enacted nationally by statutory instruments.  
 
The Minister for Fisheries in the Department of Agriculture is the senior minister at the 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food in the Irish Government. The current Fisheries 
Minister is Mary Coughlan TD. She is assisted by John Browne TD, Minister of State with 
special responsibility for Fisheries, who was re-appointed for the post for the third time on 
June 2007.  
 
The Minister of State, who has special responsibility for Fisheries, is a junior ministerial post in 
the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. This position was re-titled in June 2007 
from Minister of State (with special responsibility for the Marine) when the fisheries division of 
the then Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources was transferred to the 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. The Minister of State does not hold cabinet 
rank. The position, and in particular its previous title, should not be confused with the previous 
post of Minister for the Marine, which existed between 1987 and 1997 and held cabinet rank. 
 
The Minister works together with the senior Minister at this department and has special 
responsibility for sea fisheries policy, aquaculture and protection of the marine environment. It 
is therefore responsible for National, EU and International policy development.  
 
Within the Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources (DCEMNR), the Sea 
Food Policy and Development Division works to maximise the long term contribution of the sea 
fishing sector to the National Economy. The sea food policy and development division is 
responsible for setting and implementing rules and regulations for the Irish Fishing Industry in 
order to satisfy National and EU obligations. The division is also responsible for the 
management and monitoring of grant aid schemes for the Sea Fisheries and Seafood Processing 
Sectors under the National Development Plan (NDP) 2007-2013 and is also tasked with the 
Fisheries Operational Programme. 
 
Sea Fisheries Administration Division of the DCEMNR is responsible for the Department's 5 
Fishery Harbour Centres (Killybegs, Rossaveel, Castletownbere, Dunmore East and Howth) and 
the Department's capital investment programmes under the NDP for fishery harbours and coast 
protection. The division also administers the sea fishing boat licensing regime and maintains the 
Irish Sea fishing fleet register. The Sea Food Control Division of the DCEMNR is responsible 
for the implementation and enforcement of National and EU Regulations on Sea Fisheries, as 
well as shellfish and fish safety in conjunction with the Food Safety Authority. Regulations with 
regard to aquaculture, inland and recreational activities are regulated by statutory instruments 
enacted by national legislation. 
 
The Department of the Marine and Natural Resources, the Central Fisheries Board, the seven 
Regional Fisheries Boards and the Foyle Fisheries Commission are responsible for inland 
fisheries.  
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2.2. Fisheries Management Bodies  

 Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources. The Department of 
Communications, Marine and Natural Resources is a Government Department with 
overall responsibility for the regulation, management, protection and development of 
fisheries resources. The Department oversees the work of a number of State agencies 
involved in the fisheries sector. 

 Bord Iascaigh Mhara (Irish Sea Fisheries Board) - BIM. BIM is the Irish State 
agency with responsibility for developing the Irish Sea Fishing and Aquaculture 
industries. It aims to promote the sustainable development of the Irish seafish and 
aquaculture industry both at sea and ashore and the diversification of the coastal 
economy so as to enhance the employment, income and welfare of people in coastal 
regions and their contribution to the national economy. 

 The Marine Institute. The function of the Marine Institute is to undertake, co-ordinate, 
promote and assist in marine research and development and to provide such services 
related to marine research and development, that in the opinion of the Institute will 
promote economic development, create employment and protect the environment. 

 The Central Fisheries Board. The Central Fisheries Board is a statutory body, which 
aims “To ensure that the valuable natural resources of inland fisheries and sea angling 
are conserved, managed, developed and promoted in their own right and to support 
sustainable economic activity, job creation and recreational amenity.” There are seven 
regional boards.  

 
2.3. Marine and Coastal Communities Programme (2007-2013) 

Under the Irish National Development Plan (2007-2013), the Marine and Coastal Communities 
Programme will invest €442 million in the following three Sub-Programmes over the period of 
the Plan: 
 

Seafood Development € 216 million 
Fisheries and Coastal Infrastructure (mainly harbour development) € 203 million 
Coastal Protection € 23 million 

 
The central goal is to ensure the long term economic, social and environmental sustainability of 
the industry, thus maintaining the value of its activity to the coastal and rural communities who 
rely upon it, and to the economy as a whole. The imperative for the sea fishing sector will be the 
maintenance of economically and environmentally sustainable levels of fishing, by balancing 
capacity with available resources and achieving a better return on this volume through increases 
in unit value. Key to the success of the industry as a whole in the future will be the 
differentiation of Irish seafood products from the international competition. 
 
Development works will continue to be required to improve fishery harbour infrastructure to 
ensure the viability of the fishing industry into the future, to bring the Fishery Harbour Centres 
up to international practice, to reduce congestion at the harbours and improve safety for the 
fisheries sector. Developments will also enable the maximisation of the long-term sustainable 
use of the fisheries resource by overseas and domestic anglers and other recreational users by 
providing and improving access to existing inland and sea angling fisheries and developing new 
fisheries. The safety issue is a priority at the major state owned fishing centres. 
 
The overall goal of coastal protection is to ensure the sustainable development and management 
of the marine coastal zone by addressing priority coast protection requirements. 
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Under the Seafood Development Sub-programme there are the following measures to address 
key strategic development priorities; 
 

 Sea Fisheries: The key objectives will be to manage the transformation required in the 
fishing fleet so as to achieve a balance between fleet capacity and the resources 
available. It will also support quality supply that is reliable and competitive and the 
actions required in environmental management and the maintenance of the economic and 
social fabric of fishing communities. 

 Aquaculture: This measure will support the application of technological innovation to 
further develop environmentally sustainable techniques, including organic farming, and 
achieve successful diversification into new species, while ensuring the highest 
international quality standards are met. It is anticipated that the period 2007-13 will see 
the emergence of a smaller number of larger operators in this sector, working on greater 
economies of scale. 

 Seafood Processing: To accelerate the development of scale, competitiveness and 
investment in R&D and innovation, the Seafood Processing Measure will adopt a ‘‘Step-
Up’’ approach, aiming to attract investment from the wider food processing industry, to 
facilitate the restructuring of the sector and the development of an appropriately scaled 
processing industry capable of competing within an increasingly cost competitive market 
and of attracting investment from the wider food industry. 

 Seafood Marketing: The main objective will be to exploit the growth potential for Irish 
seafood up to 2013 in order to achieve a targeted sales increase of 44% in exports and a 
minimum 10% growth in domestic sales. In order to achieve this objective, it is essential 
to differentiate Irish seafood as a premium proposition in key markets. This will require 
support for innovation and value-added development and the achievement of 
internationally recognised standards of excellence. It will also require strategic account 
management and a strengthening of Ireland’s market research and intelligence capability. 
The Measure will fall under the direct responsibility of BIM (Bord Iascaigh Mhara) but 
will be implemented in close partnership with both Enterprise Ireland and Bord Bia 
through the strengthening of existing inter-agency co-operation agreements. 

 Seafood Training: The Seafood Training Measure will address specific training needs 
arising from: the rapidly changing EU and national fisheries policy and regulatory 
framework; competitiveness; sustainability; traceability and environmental impacts as 
well as focusing on quality and market innovation in support of the aims of the Seafood 
Development Sub-Programme. 

 
The National Development Plan also has a Marine Research Sub-Programme where some € 141 
million will be invested in developing the potential of production research in the Marine area. 
The Industry support and innovation measures have been developed with Enterprise Ireland that 
will work in close cooperation with the Marine Institute to implement these activities. 
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3. MARINE FISHING SECTOR 
 
3.1. Introduction 

The management of Irish fish stocks falls under the Common Fisheries Policy and is based on a 
total allowable catches (TAC) system adopted every year by the Council of European Fisheries 
Ministers in Brussels. Due to marine fisheries resources a common property, the EU manages 
and shares the stocks among Member States on the basis of the principle of relative stability. 
The principle of relative stability respects historical catches by Member States and hence it 
allows the sharing of the stocks according to these rights. However, Ireland benefits from a 
special protection of allocated quota (for certain species and fishing grounds) based on the 
Hague Preferences which assures receiving a minimum amount of quota once the TAC goes 
below a certain level, irrespective of what the relative stability key designates Ireland initially.  
 
3.2. Marine Fisheries: Catches 

Many important species are caught in Irish coastal waters, using a variety of catching methods. 
The most important species includes: 
 

 Round white fish: cod, haddock, whiting, pollock, saithe, hake, ling, conger eel, john 
dory, monkfish, grey mullet, red gurnard 

 Flat fish: plaice, lemon sole, flounder, dab, witch, megrim, dover sole, brill, turbot, 
halibut 

 Cartilaginous fish: dogfish, ray 
 Oil rich fish: mackerel, herring, salmon, swordfish, albacore tuna 

 
Irish fishing grounds expand along the North Atlantic, Irish Sea and Celtic Sea and the species 
for which Ireland has quota in 2008 are; cod, haddock, pollack, saithe, redfish, whiting, hake, 
sole, anglerfish, megrims, plaice, Greenland halibut, Norway lobster, mackerel, horse mackerel, 
herring, blue whiting,, round-nose grenadier, ling, blue ling and tusk. The top species in terms of 
volume are the following ones; 
 

Mackerel 54,369 tonnes 
Blue whiting 32,992 tonnes 
Horse mackerel 33,609 tonnes 
Herring 33,212 tonnes 

Source: TAC and Quota 2008, Regulations 1941/2006, 2015/2006 and 41/2007. 
 
3.2.1. Fisheries in the Irish Sea2 
 
Demersal stocks in the Irish Sea are fished mainly by fleets from Northern Ireland, England & 
Wales, Ireland and Belgium. The major fisheries in the Irish Sea are for demersal species (cod, 
haddock, whiting and sole), caught using a variety of gears. These are mixed fisheries with 
many stocks exploited together in different combinations in different fisheries. Four main 
fishery units can be described in the Irish Sea: the Nephrops otter trawlers, roundfish (e.g. cod, 
haddock and whiting) otter trawlers, semi-pelagic trawlers, and beam trawlers. 
 

                                                 
2  Sources: The Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) Adviser to Government www.jncc.gov.uk  

STECF 2007, Report on Mixed Fisheries. Sub-group on review of stocks. SEC(2007) 465 
STECF 2007, Report on the Evaluation of the Cod Recovery Plan.SEC(2007)473  
ICES 2007, Report of the study group on Mixed Fisheries Management. 
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The majority of vessels target Nephrops3 with otter trawls. Bycatch from the Nephrops fishery 
includes haddock, cod and plaice which is also landed. In addition, whiting is caught, but 
usually discarded. Cod, haddock, whiting, and plaice are also targeted directly. These trawl 
fisheries also have a commercially important bycatch, consisting of anglerfish, hake and sole. In 
the southern Irish Sea there is a small fishery for rays. In the eastern Irish Sea, beam trawlers 
target sole, with a bycatch of plaice, rays, brill, turbot, anglerfish and cod. Inshore, gillnets and 
tangle nets are used to catch cod, bass, grey mullet, sole and plaice. The large estuaries 
bounding the eastern Irish Sea support pot fisheries for crab, lobster and whelk. There are also 
hydraulic dredge fisheries for razor fish and dredge fisheries for scallops. The main pelagic 
fishery in the Irish Sea is for herring, however, the number of vessels has declined to very low 
levels in recent years. 
  
As regards the status of the stocks, the Irish Sea cod stock is in such a poor state, and is outside 
safe biological limits. The high rate of fishing mortality has caused a long-term decline in the 
spawning stock biomass. In 2000, an emergency spawning closure was introduced to maximize 
egg production. The closure has been continued in recent years, although restricted to the 
western Irish Sea. A recovery plan has been proposed that should include zero catch rates. In 
February 2004, the European Union introduced regulatory measures for the recovery of cod 
stocks in the Irish Sea. These measures included controls for the setting of total allowable catch 
(TAC), fishing effort limitation (number of days at sea and gear restrictions) and restrictions on 
landing ports, stowage and transport of cod. 
  
The whiting stock is also outside safe biological limits and a recovery plan with zero catch rate 
proposed. This stock is concentrated in the western Irish Sea and suffered very high rates of 
fishing mortality. The stock is currently harvested outside safe biological limits.  
The plaice stocks are considered to be within safe biological limits, with an increasing stock size 
and reduced fishing mortality. In contrast, sole are considered to be outside safe biological 
limits, with a need to cut fishing mortality by 10%.  
 
The Nephrops stock of the Irish Sea is considered to be fully exploited. Concern, however, has 
been raised over the increasing use of twin rigs which are known to have a greater impact on 
roundfish stocks. The status of the herring stock is uncertain, although it appears to have 
recovered from the collapse in the 1970s. 
 
Particular environmental problems in the Irish Sea caused by fisheries include: 

• Effective extinction of common skate, long-nosed skate and angel shark.  

• Scallop dredgers have been demonstrated to have serious detrimental impacts resulting 
in long term changes in the benthic community and a loss of benthic biodiversity. In 
addition, as the seabed is ploughed to a single homogeneous environment, there is a loss 
of habitat variability and complexity which leads to a loss of biodiversity.  

• Nephrops trawls have also been shown to have a negative impact on the benthic 
community, although probably over a shorter time frame. The number of species and the 
abundance of individual species were found to decrease as a response to nephrops 
trawling. Of particular concern was the loss of the burrowing urchin Brissopsis lyrifera 
at some sites and impacts on deep burrowers such as the mudshrimp Jaxea nocturna and 
Callianassa subterranea. These burrowing megafaunal species have an important role in 
maintaining the structure and oxygenation of muddy sediments.  

• Discarding of small, juvenile fish such as cod and haddock in the Nephrops, roundfish 
and flatfish fisheries are very high. The proportion of the total catch discarded has been 
gradually increasing. For example in the Nephrops fishery, over 60% of the whiting 

                                                 
3  One of the common names for Nephrops is Dublin Bay prawn. 
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bycatch is discarded. Recent EU legislation to increase mesh sizes in the roundfish 
fishery to 100mm, should help alleviate this problem. However, the Nephrops fishery 
still uses 70 and 80mm meshes. Although obligatory square mesh panels were 
introduced in 1994, the proportion of small whiting caught and discarded has continued 
to increase. Additional measures are needed which could include increases the mesh size 
of the cod end and square mesh panels, and the introduction of separator grids or fixed 
grids in the trawl to enable undersized fish to escape.  

 
3.2.2. Fisheries in the Celtic Sea 
 
The area is a spawning area for key migratory fish species, notably mackerel and horse 
mackerel. On the continental shelf the main pelagic species are herring, sardine and sprat. The 
groundfish community consists of over a hundred species with the most abundant 25 making up 
99% of the total biomass. Surveys revealed a downward trend in the biomass and abundance of 
cod, whiting and hake between 1993 and 2000, in particular in the latter part of the time-series4. 
Based on the most recent estimates the cod stock in the Celtic Sea has full reproductive capacity 
and is harvested sustainably5.  
 
The fisheries for sole in the Celtic Sea and Bristol Channel involve vessels from Belgium taking 
two thirds, the UK one quarter, and France and Ireland taking minimal amounts of the total 
landings. The use of beam-trawls to target sole increased during the 1980s. The fishery is 
concentrated on the Trevose Head ground off north Cornwall, and around Land’s End6. 
 
3.3. Protection of the Irish fishing grounds 

The Irish coast was historically protected by 50-mile conservation zone7 around the coast, the so 
called "Irish Box". In 2003 the EU Commission under 
Council Regulation (EC) No 1954/2003 replaced the Irish 
Box by a "Biologically Sensitive Area (BSA)" off the 
south west of Ireland (map below), because of the 
importance of biological sensitivity of the area due to the 
abundance of adult and juvenile fish as well as fish egg 
production. The EU also established a specific fishing 
effort regime inside the BSA and outside the BSA for 
demersal fishing vessels as well as scallop and crab 
fisheries (i.e. different fishing effort regulations apply 
inside and outside of the box). The new Irish Conservation 
Box shall ensure that sensitive spawning and nursery areas 
for mackerel, horse mackerel, blue whiting, hake, megrim, 
herring and haddock will be protected while safeguarding 

the Irish fishing industry.  

                                                

 
There are other protected areas from fishing activities such as; Darwin Mounds, Hatton Bank, 
North West and West Rockall, the haddock box in Rockall and Logachev Mounds. There some 
other proposed protected areas in North West Porcupine Bank, the Belgica Mound Province and 
the Hovland Mound province. 
 

 
4  ICES. 2007. Report of the Working Group for Regional Ecosystem Description (WGRED), 19 - 23 February 

2007, ICES Headquarters, Copenhagen. ICES CM 2007/ ACE:02. 153 pp. 
5  ICES 2007, Report of the study group on Mixed Fisheries Management. 
6  CEFAS, 2007 Sole in the Celtic Sea (ICES Division VIIf & g). 
http://www.cefas.co.uk/media/36517/sole7fg.pdf   
7  Source: The Marine Institute: Map of the Biologically Sensitive Area (in green). 
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3.4. Landings 

The total landed weight and estimated value all Irish commercial marine catches in 2003 was 
293,598 tonnes and US$('000) 253,365 (FAO, 2003). Above all marine catches, shellfish 
species were the most economically productive sector, followed by pelagic, demersal and 
deepwater species. 
 

Estimated Value (US $'000)

Demersal spp.
31%

Deepwater spp.
3%

Salmon and Sea 
trout
2%

Shellfish spp.
64%

Shellfish spp.
Demersal spp.
Deepwater spp.
Salmon and Sea trout

  
 
 

 

Sector Landed weight 
(tonnes) 

Estimated Value 
(US$'000) 

Shellfish spp. 65,238.16 120244 
Pelagic spp. 197,657.87 64404 
Demersal spp. 26,947.83 59030 
Deepwater spp. 3,332.37 5385 
Salmon and Sea trout 422.05 4300 
Total 293,598.28 253,365 

Source: Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources. Data for 2003. 
 
A display of landed weight and estimated value by fisheries can be found in annex 1.  
 
According to the table in the annex, among shellfish the species with the highest value of 
landings were crabs, blue mussel, Norway and Europe lobster and scallops. In the case of 
pelagic species the highest value was for; mackerel, sardines, horse mackerel and herring. In the 
group of deepwater species; orange roughy, cardinal fishes, deepwater sharks and alfonsinos. 
For demersal species; megrims, monkfish angler, Atlantic cod, whiting and black sole.  
 
3.5. Fishing Ports 

The quantity and value of fish landed in Irish ports in 2003 is shown in the table above. Total 
value was 186,539 (US$'000) and the volume 206,691 tonnes. The top ports in terms of value 
are Killybegs, leading by some margin, and followed by Rossaveal, Castletownbere, 
Greencastle, Howth and Dunmore East. 
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PORT Live weight (tonnes) Estimated Value (US $’000) 

Killybegs 82,862.42 34,156.0 
Rossaveal 7,889.31 14,041.4 
Castletownbere 5,597.94 9,530.3 
Greencastle 9,413.20 9,225.2 
Howth 4,473.63 8,424.1 
Dunmore East 7,160.87 8,160.1 
Other     
Total 206,691.48 186,539.1 

Source: Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources. Data for 2003 
 
 

Estimated value (US$'000) of landings in foreign ports
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19%UK

16%
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12%

Norway
14%

France
10%
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2%
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2%

Spain
Holland
UK
Morocco
Norway
France
Faeroe Islands
Mauritania

 
 
 

 

Country 
Live Weight 
(tonnes) 

Estimated Value 
(US$'000) 

Spain  21,129.24 9737 
Holland  18,625.98 7201 
UK  12,259.01 6311 
Morocco 11,842.49 4836 
Norway 10,339.28 5377 
France 10,172.54 3954 
Faeroe Islands 6,054.93 685 
Mauritania 1,561.34 636 
Total 91,984.81 38,739 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Source: Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources. Data for 2003. 

 
The table above shows estimated value of landings in foreign ports (data 2003) with its 
correspondent live weight in tonnes. Spain is the most recurred destination with a total of 25% 
of total landing followed by Holland and the UK. Not only EU ports are main destination for 
Irish catches; Morocco is the fourth most important port in terms of estimated value of landings.  
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4. THE IRISH FLEET 
 

Evolution of the Irish fleet by length (1999-2006)
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Source: Eurostat (2007). Figures for the graph in annex 2 ‘Evolution of the Irish Fleet by Length’. 

 
In 2006, the Irish fishing fleet consisted of some 1,800 vessels. The vast majority (84%) of these 
are small (under 15 metres in length), fishing mainly inshore. These include the traditional 
"curraghs" on the West coast and punts of various types. The inshore fleet operates right around 
the coast with the highest number of vessels in the western counties of Cork, Kerry, Galway, 
and Donegal. Over 90% of the inshore fleet are skipper /owner single vessel family operations, 
many of which operate on a part time or seasonal basis (OECD, Feb 2005). In 2006 there were 
approximately 130 vessels larger than 24 metres in length, of which the majority are multi-
purpose vessels targeting whitefish, pelagic species and/or bivalve molluscs. There are also a 
number of vessels larger than 24 metres in length engaged predominantly in fishing for pelagic 
species. 
 

Evolution of the Irish fleet by power (Kw)

0

10000

20000

30000

40000

50000

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

Year

Po
w

er
 (K

w
)

0-5.9
6-11.9
12-17.9
18-23.9
24-29.9
30-35.9
36-41.9
>42

 
Source: Eurostat (2007). Figures for the graph in annex 2 ‘Evolution of the Irish Fleet by Power’. 

 
Compared to the previous graph the bigger length categories, although smaller in number, 
represent a large proportion of the engine power of the Irish fleet. However, the small scale fleet 
still represents a significant part of the overall engine power. It is interesting to notice as well 
the decrease8 of 17% in tonnage (GT) and a 6% in power (tonnes) of the fleet during the period 
March-April 2007. This is presumably due to the removal from the Irish fleet of the 
controversial super-trawler Atlantic Dawn, the biggest of this type in the EU. This pelagic 

                                                 
8  The Fleet Register on the Net (DG Fisheries) 

http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/fleet/index.cfm?method=RES1.Stat&country=IRL&graph_type=line  

PE 397.243 12

http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/fleet/index.cfm?method=RES1.Stat&country=IRL&graph_type=line


Fisheries in Ireland 

trawler was built in the year 2000 and aimed to fish small pelagic, having capacity for 7,000 
tonnes of fish. For further information on the history of this fishing vessel, see annex 3. 
 

Composition of the fleet by No. vessels
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Source: Eurostat (2007). 

 
The first chart shows that passive gear is the most deployed, likely because of the large number 
of small scale vessels. In the second chart in terms of engine power towed gears are clearly 
dominant. Below there is the distribution of vessel number by age group.  
 

Analysis of the Irish fleet by age
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Source: Eurostat (2007). 

 
For an analysis of the fleet distribution by region, see tables in annex 2. According to the 
abovementioned tables, the South East, South West, West and the Border are the dominant 
regions for fishing activity. The South East region in particular seems to have significant 
proportion of small scale vessels. The Dublin region has a tendency to have fewer but more 
powerful vessels. 
 
In February 2008 the Ireland's Minister for agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Mary Coughlan and 
John Browne, Minister of State at the Department launched a scheme to permanently remove 75 
fishing vessels from Ireland's fishing fleet. The removal of these vessels will increase the quotas 
available to the more modern competitive fishing vessels and will ensure a more sustainable and 
profitable fleet. The scheme delivers on a key recommendation of the "Strategy for a 
Restructured, sustainable and profitable seafood industry 2007-2013", also known as the 
Cawley Report. The aim of this scheme is to bring about a viable future for the fishing sector 
and support the economies of those coastal communities dependent on fishing. The government 
has invested a € 21 million budget for the scheme in 2008 with a further €21 million committed 
in 20099. 
 
                                                 
9  Source: www.fishupdate.com  
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5. AQUACULTURE SECTOR 
 
5.1. Introduction 

Ireland ranks as the seventh in the EU (after Finland, Germany, Greece, France, UK and Italy) 
in terms of economic importance of aquaculture compared to total fishery production10 with 
31.2% (DG Fish, 2006). Aquaculture is a very important industry in the West of Ireland and a 
large proportion (~80%) of total production in aquaculture is from counties on the Western 
Seaboard. Production is dominated by finfish (salmon and trout) and shellfish (mussels and 
oysters) and is augmented by the production of low volumes of new species in cultivation (e.g. 
turbot, urchins and abalone). Interest in seaweed culture is increasing, and it is expected that this 
sector will make big advances in coming years (BIM). 
 

Aquaculture Production of the main species
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Source: Eurostat (2007). 

 
5.2. New Species 

According to the FAO fisheries and aquaculture country profile of Ireland (2003), Ireland is 
experimenting in the farming of new aquaculture species. In 2003 the first perch farm in Ireland 
was established in County Cavan. This farm is in the pre-production phase of Perca fluviatus.  
 
Two species of abalone are currently being cultured in Ireland, following their introduction 
during the 1980's, namely the European species Haliotis tuberculata and a Japanese species 
Haliotis discus hanai. In 2003, a total of 122kg of abalone was produced in Ireland realising a 
value of US $ 4,282 (US $35,094/tonne). Another three land based production units are planned 
to become operational on stream by December 2005, and the overall production of marketable 
animals is set to reach 25 tonnes by 2008. 
 
Cultivation of the native, Irish, purple urchin, Paracentrotus lividus has been the subject of 
recent development and expansion. The first commercial hatchery in the country established in 
Dunmanus Co. Cork during the early 90’s, has expanded rapidly particularly in the area of 
juvenile production where current production capacity is approximately 1 million, 10-20mm 
diameter, juveniles per year. In tandem with the development of the hatchery, aquaculture 
licenses were acquired by several individuals from the general area for the purpose of on-
growing juveniles in inter-tidal and sub-tidal pools.  

                                                 
10  Total production is the sum of landings in the ports of Member States and aquaculture production. 
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Future development within the sector will incorporate diversification of current facilities 
developments into the farming of additional, high value, species (e.g. halibut, arctic char and 
seahorses). 
 
5.3. Aquaculture Techniques 

 Finfish - Pond, Tank, Raceway Cultivation. These structures are used for land-based 
cultivation. Ponds and raceways are generally built for freshwater farms and used for 
species such as trout and perch. Tanks are more expensive and are used for both 
freshwater and seawater species. 

 Finfish - Pen Cultivation. Pen cultivation is used in open waters, to grow salmon and 
trout. The fish are held in nets, which are suspended from a plastic collar on the surface. 
The pens are serviced by boat.  

 Shellfish – Inter-tidal Culture. The bag and trestle method is used for growing Pacific 
oysters (Crassostrea gigas) on the seashore. Trestles are table-like platforms that keep 
the oysters above the seabed. Juvenile oysters are placed in plastic mesh bags, which are 
attached firmly to the metal trestles. It takes one and a half to three years for the oysters 
to reach marketable size. 

 Clams are cultivated in sandy beaches. The clams burrow into the sediment and a 
mesh is placed over them to protect them from predators such as birds. 

 Shellfish – Sub-tidal Culture. Bottom cultured mussels and oysters are grown on the 
seabed without using any structures and are usually harvested by dredging. Scallops can 
be grown on the seabed as well but because they propel themselves through the water, 
they are sometimes grown in trays and frames, which are moored to the seabed. 

 Hanging culture – this is primarily used for growing mussels. They can be grown on 
vertical ropes or mesh stockings that hang off long lines or rafts. The lines are 
approximately 180 metres long and kept afloat by specially designed grey barrels. 
Scallops can also be cultivated using the longline system with net bags. In both bottom 
and hanging culture the farms are accessed by boat and the stock is harvested at sea. 

 
5.4. Aquaculture Management 

The sustainable development of aquaculture, in Ireland, is managed in a manner to maximise the 
contribution, made by the sector, to employment and economic growth in both coastal 
communities and the national economy. Key management objectives underpinning this goal 
include:  

1. Increasing employment output value and exports; 
2. Creating a sustainable and environmentally appropriate framework and critical mass for 

sectoral expansion; 
3. Securing increased competitiveness through enhanced quality, the addition of value, 

technology acquisition and diversification. 
 
The management bodies are: 

 Aquaculture development: Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM) 
 Toxicology: Marine Institute 
 Planning and licensing: The Department of Communications, Marine and Natural 

Resources. 
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5.5. Environmental Management Systems (EMS) 

Environmental Management Systems are management tools to assist companies to reduce risk, 
manage environmental legal compliance and performance requirements and maximise 
opportunities in a co-ordinated way. 
 
Historically, two EMS standards have been available to Irish aquaculture companies; The global 
standard; ISO 14001 (Environmental Management Systems) and the European standard; EMAS 
(Eco-Management and Audit Schemes). Although both are readily available, many small 
aquaculture companies found them complex to interpret and were deterred by the burden of 
administration associated with them.  
 
The Environmental Code of Practice for Irish Aquaculture Companies and Traders (ECOPACT) 
was developed specifically for the aquaculture industry, by BIM, in association with the Irish 
Shellfish Association and the Irish Salmon Growers Association. To drive the rapid and 
committed uptake of this EMS on a national basis, the ECOPACT initiative has been married 
with the Co-ordinated Local Aquaculture Management Systems (CLAMS), which aims to 
manage the development of aquaculture in bays and inshore waters throughout Ireland at a local 
level. The system has already been very successful and is being widely copied abroad. Linking 
ECOPACT with C.L.A.M.S has had the effect of providing a national delivery system for the 
EMS approach, through a widespread, locally-based network that is strongly supported by the 
industry, the state and its agencies (FAO, 2003). 
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6. PRODUCTION 
 
Total production of fishery products in Ireland in 2006 accounted for 263,792 tonnes and 53,122 
tonnes for aquaculture products. In the table below it is interesting to see an increase in total 
production in 1995 starting to drop as from 2000. Aquaculture faces a steady increase since 
1999 up to now. 

Total Production & Total Aquaculture Production
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Production 1990 1995 2000 2005 2006 

total production 242,158 417,012 327,484 322,532 263,792 

total aquaculture 26,673 27,366 51,247 60,050 53,122 
Source: Eurostat 2007. 

 
In respect to external trade, in 2006 total value for exports was €359million with a related 
volume of 171,743 tonnes, while the total value for imports was €169million with 56,318 tonnes 
in volume (see annex 5). 
 
The value of total fish production showed a very slight decrease in 2004. The value of sea fish 
landings in 2004 was €180.9m, aquaculture was €100.5m and inland catches were estimated at 
€5.0m. The live weight of sea landings increased by 44,951 tonnes (17.0%) to 309,332 tonnes in 
2004, due mainly to increases in landings of low value pelagic species. The weight and value of 
aquaculture production decreased in 2004 by 6.7% and 1.3% respectively. There were 264,581 
tonnes of fish products exported in 2004 at the value of €391.2m. The corresponding import 
figures were 60,924 tonnes and €116.9m (CSO, 2007). 
 

Exports Imports External Trade 
volume* value** volume* value** 

fresh, chilled, frozen fishery products 189,335 204,303 10,967 30,369 

salted, smoked, dried fishery products 3,863 13,358 1,282 3,588 

preparations, preserves fishery 7,913 22,522 10,943 39,614 

fresh, frozen, dried, salted crustaceans 34,997 105,627 4,442 17,074 

preparations, preserves crustaceans 6,807 24,618 835 4,795 

preparation and preserves of meals and 
solubles 12,666 10,140 11,063 8,989 

Source: DG Fish, Facts and Figures, 2006 (data for 2003). 
* Volume in terms of tonnes, ** value in terms of € thousands. 
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According to the table above, in terms of external trade, exports exceed imports of fishery and 
aquaculture products in 2003. Exports of fresh and frozen fishery products amounted to 189,335 
tonnes (€204,303) followed by 34,997 tonnes (€105,627) in fresh, frozen, dried crustaceans. 
Preparations and preserves of fishery products was the most important import in terms of value 
with € 39,614. 
 
In common with international trends, Ireland is increasingly reliant on imports to satisfy the 
domestic market. Fisheries imports account for 58% of the domestic market and have been 
growing at a rate of 3-7% per year since 1996. The increased reliance on imports is due to a 
number of factors including: the limited availability of reasonably priced product from domestic 
sources, intense competition (particularly from the UK and Northern Ireland), difficulties faced 
by Irish processors in meeting the requirements of the retail and foodservice sectors and limited 
product offering to meet consumer demands. It is projected that imports could represent 70% of 
the supply, if the current trend continues (BIM for FAO, 2003). 
 
Market values have increased by approximately 2.6% per annum in 1999 to 2003.  
 

 Demand: Over the period from 1999 to 2003, the consumption of all types of seafood in 
Ireland has declined by 3.2% from 69,250 tonnes to 60,850 tonnes (live weight), 
respectively. Per capita consumption has declined from an estimated 18.5 kg per annum 
in 1999 to 15.3 kg per annum (live weight) in 2003. Consumption of final product (i.e., 
fillets etc.) was between 9 kg and 10 kg per capita in 2003. 

 Supply: The decline in volume consumption is largely supply-related as quota 
restrictions mean domestic landings have fallen by more than 15% since 1999. During 
this period the volume of whitefish imports has also been in general decline (source: 
BIM for FAO, 2003) 
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7. EMPLOYMENT IN THE FISHERIES SECTOR 
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Source: Employment in the fisheries sector (2006) - Pavel Salz et al. 

 
In 2005, the fisheries sector in Ireland employed a total of 10,473 people distributed in fishing 
(5,037 people), fish processing (3,500 people) and aquaculture (1,936) sectors. The fishing 
sector faced an increase in number of employment during the early 90's that started dropping at 
the end of the last century. On the contrary, the processing sector is steadily increasing over 
time. The aquaculture sector had its peak on 1997 with a total of 10,954 employment places. 
 
In respect to the distribution of fisheries employment by gender and age, women lag behind on 
employment possibilities. During 2003, only 1.8% of workers in the fisheries sector for the span 
15-24 years were women, while 29.2% were women in the span 25-34 years. Most women work 
in processing.  
 

Trends in the fisheries sector, 1990-2005 
Employment Change/year 

Sector 1990 1997 2003 2005 1997-2005 
Fishing 4920 5494 5147 5037 -1.10% 

Fish processing 2600 3262 3439 3500 0.90% 
Aquaculture 1500 2198 1998 1936 -1.60% 

Total 9020 10954 10584 10473 -0.60% 
Source: Employment in the fisheries sector (2006) Pavel Salz et al. 

 
7.1. Fisheries dependence 

The fisheries industry, especially the one located on the west coast, is very important to the rural 
economy of Ireland. Currently 71% of seafood companies are based along the western Seaboard 
and 84% of full-time equivalent employment within the aquaculture sector is also located in this 
area (source: BIM 2003).  
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Fisheries dependence, 2003 

Total fisheries sector Fishing NUTS-2 
Employment Dependence Employment Dependence 

ie01 Border, Midlands and Western 5,188 1.10% 2,093 0.50% 

ie02 Southern and Easter 6,035 0.50% 3,054 0.20% 

Source: Employment in the fisheries sector (2006) Pavel Salz et al. 
 
The table above shows that in 2003, although the Southern and Eastern region has more 
fisheries employment in number the regional dependency to the total fisheries sector was only 
0.50% compared to 1.10% for the Border, Midland and Western regions with 5,188 places of 
employment. Regarding the fishing sector (without aquaculture not processing), the Border, 
Midlands and Western amounts to 0.50% of dependency with 2,093 places of employment while 
the Southern and Eastern accounts for 0.20% with an employment number of 3,054. 
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8. FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR THE FISHERIES SECTOR 
 
To achieve the objectives of the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) the European Union provides 
financial support to the fishing industry via the European Fisheries Fund - EFF (since January 
2007) with a budget of € 3.8 billion that will run for 7 years.  
 
The EFF sets out different priority axes11 which the Member States prioritise according to their 
needs. To this end, each Member State sets up an Operational Programme (OP) for the whole 
programming period 2007-2013, in which they describe and justify their choice of priority axes 
and set specific targets for each axis. The OP also contains a financing plan with a breakdown of 
the budget per year and the amounts dedicated to the different axes during the whole 
programming period. The OPs are adopted by the European Commission which checks that 
every OP is consistent with the objectives of the CFP and other EU policies and priorities. The 
OP should be consistent with the National Strategic Plan previously adopted by the Member 
State after a dialogue with the Commission. As of January 2008, Ireland has not yet adopted its 
operational programme for the period 2007-2013. 
 
Under the former financial programme, the Financial Instrument for Fisheries Guidance - FIFG 
(2000-2006) financial assistance was provided in areas such as fleet restructuring, small-scale 
fisheries, fish port facilities, sustainable aquaculture, and the processing and marketing of 
fisheries and aquaculture products. The overall budget for the FIFG was €4.1 billion, including 
funds allocated to the new Member States which joined the EU on 1 May 2004. To this regard, 
Ireland got a share of 1.7% of total EU structural aid under the FIFG programme for the period 
(2000-2006), corresponding to €87 million. The sectors that got more investment were 
aquaculture, followed by construction of vessels and vessel modernisation. At the same time 
Ireland was receiving financial aid for scrapping fishing vessels. Finally, there were some 
sectors that received no aid at all, in concrete: fishing port facilities, processing & marketing and 
socio-economic measures. 
 

Total Public Aid Construction new 
vessels Scrapping 

EU National EU National EU National 
69530 17856 11690 2530 4760 1720 

Other Vessel modernisation Aquaculture 
EU National EU National EU National 

15710 6066 11690 2530 25680 5010 
Source: FIFG (2000-2006). DG Fish, Facts and Figures (2006). 

 
 
 
 

                                                 
11  The 5 priority axes of the EFF are; (1) measures for the adoption of the Community fishing fleet, (2) 

Aquaculture, inland fishing, processing and marketing of fishery and aquaculture products, (3) Measures of 
common interest, (4) Sustainable development of fisheries areas and (5) technical assistance. 
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9. MARINE RESEARCH 
 
The Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources set priority research areas 
under the Research and Innovation Strategy for Ireland 2007-2013 programme. These areas are 
the below; 

 Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries Management (EAF); 
 Marine Bio-discovery; 
 Sensors and Communications Systems for the Marine Environment; 
 Fish Population Genetics and; 
 Economic and Social Research related to Development Dynamics of the Marine Sector 

in Ireland.  
 
A detailed list of relevant research institutes in Ireland is provided in annex 6. 
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LINKS OF INTEREST 
 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (DAFF) 
http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/home.jsp  
 
Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (DCENR) 
http://www.dcmnr.gov.ie/Marine/  
 
Irish Sea Fisheries Board (BIM) 
http://www.bim.ie/templates/homepage.asp   
 
The Marine Institute 
http://www.marine.ie/home/  
 
Coastal and Marine Research Centre 
http://cmrc.ucc.ie/index.php  
 
Central Fisheries Board 
http://www.cfb.ie/regions/index.htm  
 
The Marine environmental data held by the Marine Institute 
www.marine.ie 
 
Irish National Development Plan 2007-2013 
http://www.ndp.ie/viewdoc.asp?DocID=1900&mn=&nID=&UserLang=EN&StartDate=1+Janu
ary+2007 
 
The National Marine Monitoring Programmes and datasets 
http://www.epa.ie/NewsCentre/ReportsPublications/Water/FileUpload,740,en.pdf 
 
Eurostat - Fisheries data 
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page?_pageid=1090,30070682,1090_30298591&_dad=p
ortal&_schema=PORTAL  
 
Scientific, Economic and Technical Committee on Fisheries (STECF) Reports 
http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/legislation/reports_en.htm  
 
International Council for the Exploration of the Seas (ICES) - WG on mixed fisheries 
management 
http://www.ices.dk/iceswork/wgdetailacfm.asp?wg=SGMIXMAN  
 
News - The Irish Times 
www.ireland.com  
 
News - Fishupdate 
www.fishupdate.com  
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ANNEXES 
 
Annex 1. Landings for deepwater, demersal, pelagic and shellfish species 

Deepwater Species Landed weight 
(tonnes) 

Estimated Value 
(US $'000) 

Orange roughy 310.27 1,229.38 
Cardinal fishes 987.98 1,118.47 

Deepwater sharks 738.25 835.76 
Alfonsinos 224.55 635.52 
Forkbeard 311.36 387.73 

Scabbardfish black 148.50 336.23 
Grenadiers 225.86 281.26 

Scabbardfish silver 84.61 191.57 
Redfish 45.70 129.34 
Moras 45.14 97.09 
Tusk 43.02 53.57 

Blue ling 26.86 30.41 
Scorpian fishes 28.14 19.11 

Norway RedFish 6.52 18.45 
Argentines 95.50 10.81 

Skates 4.85 6.04 
Slickhead Baird's 1.84 2.08 

Bluemouth 1.40 1.59 
Rabbit Fish 1.87 1.38 

Crab deepsea red 0.15 0.10 
Total 3,332.37 5,385.90 

 
Source: Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources. Data for 2003 
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Landed weight Estimated value 

Demersal Species 
(tonnes) (US $’000) 

Megrim 2,553.03 9,537.77 
Monkfish Angler 1,639.91 7,426.04 
Atlantic Cod 1,520.42 5,852.21 
Whiting 5,014.10 4,541.09 
Sole Black 297.33 4,039.22 
Hake European 966.11 3,828.00 
Haddock 2,509.63 3,693.43 
Skates and Rays 2,516.21 3,133.41 
Plaice 835.02 2,363.27 
Witch 924.93 2,094.19 
Pollack 1104.60 1,875.74 
Turbot 220.39 1,746.49 
Spurdog 1,817.81 1,646.32 
Saithe 802.94 1,363.49 
Ling 1,039.43 1,294.39 
Lemon Sole 501.02 1,134.39 
John dory 235.16 1,011.64 
Mix Boxes 552.46 687.97 
Brill 107.10 484.98 
Dogfish 689.58 468.40 
Conger eels 380.88 344.95 
Boarfish 460.36 125.08 
Halibut 13.74 101.10 
Gurnard 89.97 81.48 
Dabs 38.31 32.96 
Flounder 41.42 28.13 
Bib 20.75 23.49 
Catfish 24.46 19.38 
Porbeagle 13.51 15.29 
Red Mullet 4.01 13.62 
Mullet 2.97 8.41 
Greenland Halibut 0.95 4.84 
Tope shark 4.96 4.49 
Blue Shark 1.91 2.16 
Smooth-hounds 1.60 1.45 
Sharks 0.67 0.76 
Catshark Blackmouth 0.12 0.05 
Mackerel Sharks 0.02 0.02 
Thresher sharks 0.04 0.02 
 Total 26,947.83 59,030.14 

 
Source: Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources. Data for 2003 
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Landed weight Estimated Value 
Pelagic Species 

(tonnes) (US $’000) 
Atlantic Mackerel 67,479.94 30,557.08 
Sardines 25,944.25 8,223.87 
Atlantic Horse 
Mackerel 36,959.73 7,949.86 
Atlantic Herring 28,838.91 5,876.63 
Mackerel Chub 5,860.31 3,980.60 
Tuna Albacore 755.04 2,991.68 
Blue Whiting 22,585.85 2,556.90 
Sprat 5,059.04 859.09 
European Pilchard 3,972.55 674.59 
Tuna nei 188.07 638.73 
Swordfish 11.45 64.81 
Tuna Northern Bluefin 2.73 30.91 
Total  197,657.87 64,404.74 

 
Source: Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources. Data for 2003. 

 
 
 

Estimated value 
Shellfish Species Landed weight 

(tonnes) (US $’000) 
Crabs 11,634.48 28,976.56 
Mussel Blue 30,588.54 27,702.94 
Lobster Norway 4,762.88 21,567.85 
Lobster European 656.83 10,410.18 
Scallops 1,719.07 5,838.37 
Whelk 8,752.46 5,449.67 
Oyster Pacific 3,234.61 5,126.57 
Periwinkle 1,837.72 4,160.89 
Oyster flat 549.76 2,365.02 
Shrimp 202.4 2,291.33 
Squid 456.84 1,965.28 
Crawfish 57.66 1,827.72 
Razor clams 278.64 1,104.05 
Cockles 320.24 797.58 
Carpet Grooved shell 101.60 460.08 
Clams 18.77 80.75 
Scallop Queen 38.76 61.43 
Octopus 26.50 57.00 
Cuttlefish 0.40 0.91 
 Total 65,238.16 120,244.16 

 
Source: Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources. Data for 2003. 
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Annex 2. Distribution of the Irish fleet by length, power and region 

Evolution 
of the Irish 

fleet by 
length 

(metres) 

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 

0-5.9 285 278 270 269 270 270 251 443 
6-11.9 966 896 879 872 821 777 781 998 
12-17.9 153 147 134 142 126 121 125 123 
18-23.9 169 165 160 160 150 134 127 114 
24-29.9 56 65 72 77 73 65 63 66 
30-35.9 35 42 41 42 45 40 37 31 
36-41.9 13 10 10 11 11 12 15 13 

>42 12 12 14 14 14 17 20 21 
total 1689 1615 1580 1587 1510 1436 1419 1809 

 

Source: Eurostat (2007). 
 
 

Evolution 
of the Irish 

fleet by 
power 
(Kw) 

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 

0-5.9 3049 2946 2714 2706 2703 2614 2496 4525 
6-11.9 36423 34487 34589 34440 32581 30690 33964 43848 
12-17.9 21920 20549 19021 21107 18975 18318 18755 18254 
18-23.9 48257 49234 48033 48093 46703 43920 43074 40190 
24-29.9 28432 31199 35008 36789 35703 31043 29809 30108 
30-35.9 24769 29614 29034 29543 31594 30056 27057 21283 
36-41.9 14664 13133 13133 13833 13049 13562 15767 11462 

>42 30732 30732 34032 42582 42582 43472 45512 46240 
Total 208246 211894 215564 229093 223890 213675 216434 215910 

 

Source: Eurostat (2007). 
 
 

Geographical distribution of the fleet: BORDER, MIDLANDS and WESTERN 

Region Region No 
vessels 

Average 
Nr of 

vessels 

Tonnage 
(GT*) 

Average 
Tonnage 

Engine 
power 
(kW) 

Average 
Engine 
power 
(kW) 

IE011 BORDER 389 44.25 % 17 825 55.23 % 43 189 48.72 % 

IE013 WEST 490 55.75 % 14 452 44.77 % 45 458 51.28 % 

TOTAL  879 100.00 % 32 277 100.00 % 88 647 100.00 
% 

% share in 
total EU fleet  1.03 %  1.69 %  1.27 %  

 

Source: DG Fish website (Dec 2007) 
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Geographical distribution of the fleet: SOUTHERN AND EASTERN 

Region Region 
name 

No 
vessels 

% 
Number 
of vessels 

Tonnage 
(GT*) 

% 
Tonnage 

Engine 
power 
(kW) 

% 
Engine 
power 
(kW) 

IE021 DUBLIN 139 12.85 % 15 118 38.58 % 34 534 28.65 % 

IE022 MID-
EAST 

80 7.39 % 5 772 14.73 % 16 491 13.68 % 

IE023 MID-
WEST 

9 0.83 % 67 0.17 % 593 0.49 % 

IE024 SOUTH-
EAST 
(IRL) 

395 36.51 % 5 656 14.43 % 26 316 21.83 % 

IE025 SOUTH-
WEST 
(IRL) 

459 42.42 % 12 570 32.08 % 42 620 35.35 % 

TOTAL  1 082 100.00 % 39 183 100.00 % 120 554 100.00 
% 

% share 
total EU fleet 

 1.27 %  2.05 %  1.73 %  

 

Source: DG Fish website (Dec 2007). 
 

PE 397.243 29



Fisheries in Ireland 

Annex 3.  The Atlantic Dawn 

The Atlantic Dawn, a super pelagic trawler owned by a private Irish company, was built in 
Norway in 2000. The 145 metres long vessel has a total tonnage of 14,055 GT and power of 
14,400 kW.  
 
When the trawler was built, the EU fleet was deemed to have overcapacity and each Member 
State had to abide by a legally binding program to reduce its domestic fleet in order to comply 
with Multi-Annual Guidance Program (MAGP) capacity targets. The Irish pelagic sub-segment 
was beyond its capacity targets so the European Commission refused to register the Atlantic 
Dawn in the EU fleet. As a result, Ireland registered the Atlantic Dawn in the mercantile register 
and granted her with a temporary fishing licence to fish off Mauritania under a private 
agreement, despite EU law stipulating that a vessel must be in the EU register to be given a 
fishing licence.  
 
Under these circumstances, the European Commission initiated infringement proceedings 
against Ireland in 2001 over the Atlantic Dawn and for failure to meet fishing capacity targets. 
In response, the Irish authorities requested an adjustment of the objectives of the MAGP for the 
fishing fleet of Ireland to take into account of additional fishing opportunities in Mauritanian 
and adjacent West African waters. Following this request, the Scientific, Technical and 
Economic Committee for Fisheries (STECF) confirmed that there might be scope for additional 
pelagic fishing opportunities in Mauritania, notably concerning stocks of sardinella and horse 
mackerel. As a consequence, the European Commission12 allowed Ireland an additional 14,055 
GT in the pelagic fleet, supposedly to fish in Mauritanian waters and therefore dropped the 
infringement proceedings against the country13. 
 
Under the MAGP IV, this additional 14,055 GT in the pelagic Irish fleet are "pelagic segment 
totals" and are not specifically designated to EU and Mauritanian waters. This means that a 
given vessel is not restricted to fish in just one or the other sub-segments.  
 
The compromise between the Commission and Ireland involved a commitment to ensure 
another vessel the F/V Veronica of 104 metres length (also owned by the Irish Atlantic Dawn 
Ltd.), would fish only outside the EU. On 15 March 2002, Ireland registered the Atlantic Dawn 
in the fishing fleet register and removed the Veronica (which was still not enough for Ireland to 
conform with its MAGP targets). The rights the Veronica had in pelagic quota and licence 
remained with the company. The Veronica's entitlement of 240 days fishing in EU waters were 
transferred to the Atlantic Dawn and subsequently reduced to 95 days.  
 
As a further complication, the F/V Atlantic Dawn was excluded by its size from the fishing 
under the 2001-2006 fisheries agreement with Mauritania14. However, the Atlantic Dawn Ltd 
negotiated a private deal with the Mauritanian government allowing the super-trawler to fish in 
her waters. At this point, the Atlantic Dawn was fishing nine months of the year in Mauritanian 
waters and three months in Irish and Scottish waters.  
 

                                                 
12  Commission Decision of 31 January 2002 amending Decision 98/125/EC approving the multi-annual guidance 

programme for the fishing fleet of Ireland for the period from 1 January 1997 to 31 December 2001. OJ L 38, 
8.2.2002, p.51. 

13  Notwithstanding, in the renewed agreement with Mauritania (2001-2006), fishing opportunities decreased from 
22 to 15 vessels and according to the Pelagic Freezer Association (reference below) the status of the pelagic 
stocks in Mauritanian waters showed that of the four species groups targeted by the small pelagic fleet, there is 
no information on three and quite variable information on the other one. 
Biological research on pelagic fish stocks in West Africa. Final report to Pelagic Freezer Trawler Association. 

76pp. 
14  http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/press_corner/press_releases/archives/com01/com01_47_en.htm  
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Meanwhile, Ireland was accused by environmental organisations of pursuing unsustainable 
development; in 2006 the Atlantic Dawn trawler was apprehended in Mauritania for fishing in 
the coastal zone reserved for artisanal fishermen. This infraction cost the company a fine of US$ 
250,000 and disallowed the company from further fishing activities in Mauritanian waters. 
 
During the EU negotiations with Mauritania in 2005, Commissioner Borg said15 that any 
successful agreement would force the Atlantic Dawn to drop its existing private licensing 
agreement with Mauritania and instead fish within the EU quota system. The EU took a strong 
position that under the fisheries partnership agreement, Mauritania would not be able to give 
private licenses to EU vessels.  
 
In March 2007, the F/V Atlantic Dawn was sold to a Dutch company, but leaving the previous 
Irish owner with the quota and license entitlements. According to the industry, the quota of 
about 2,300 tonnes of mackerel and herring, horse mackerel and blue whiting allocations should 
have reverted back to the government for redistribution, when the Atlantic Dawn was sold. 
Instead the company used the quota for a new boat F/V Atlantea (renamed Veronica) and others. 
Similarly, the same occurred when the F/V Veronica was sold and the quota for Irish waters was 
transferred to the F/V Atlantic Dawn (both owned by the same company).  
 
In this context, Irish Minister Mr. Browne stated that vessel owners do not own the quota; it is a 
national asset and that the arrangement does not set a precedent for introduction of individual 
transferable quotas (ITQs), or privatisation of annual fish allocations, and does not represent a 
change in established practice.  
 
A new fisheries agreement and protocol were signed with Mauritania for the period 2006-2012. 
The Atlantic Dawn, now re-named F/V Annelies Ilena with a Dutch- registered flag is no longer 
in the Irish fleet register. Another Dutch freezer trawler called F/V Johanna Maria (119 metres 
length), will now use the Atlantic Dawn's quota to fish off Mauritania in a joint venture.  
 

                                                 
15  Source: The Irish Times. November 10, 2005. 
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Annex 4. Employment in marine fishing  

Employment by sub-sector, 1996-2003 
Fishing Processing Aquaculture 

1996-1998 2002-2003 1996-1998 2002-2003 1996-1998 2002-2003 
5494 5147 3262 3439 2198 1998 

Characteristics of employment in marine fishing (2002-2003) 

Coastal fleet Off-shore fleet Owners Deckhands Full time Part time 
2430 2717 1425 3722 3932 1215 

Source: Employment in the fisheries sector (2006) Pavel Salz et al. 
 
 

PE 397.243 32



Fisheries in Ireland 

Annex 5. External trade in terms for value and volume 

External Trade in Value
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External Trade 1990 1995 2000 2005 2006 

total imports 80 76 124 150 169 

total exports 204 275 332 358 359 
 

Source: Eurostat 2007. 
 
 

External Trade in Volume
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External Trade 1990 1995 2000 2005 2006 
total imports 67,480 67,946 64,534 58,066 56,318 
total exports 183,367 295,154 217,497 212,261 171,743 

 

Source: Eurostat 2007. 
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Annex 6. List of relevant research Institutes in Ireland 

 
Coastal Zone Institute 
Munster Institute, 
University College, 
Cork. 
http://www.ucc.ie/ucc/research/czi/  
 
Enterprise Ireland  
Glasnevin Dublin 9 
Tel: 353-1-8082000 Fax: +353-1-8082802 
http://www.enterprise-ireland.com/  
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
P.O.Box 3000, 
Johnstown Castle Estate, 
Co. Wexford, Ireland. 
Tel: +353 53 60600 / Fax: +353 53 60699 
www.epa.ie  
 
The Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI) 
4 Burlington Road 
Dublin 4 
Tel: 353 1 667 1525 / Fax: 353 1 668 6231 
www.esri.ie  
 
Industry Research and Development Group Ltd (IRDG) 
Confederation Houses 
84/86 Lower Baggot Street 
Dublin 2 
Tel: +353 1 605 1608 / Fax: +353 1 661 1095 
http://www.irdg.ie/home.asp  
 
Irish Research Scientist Association (IRSA) 
IRSA, 28 Sandyford Hall Park, 
Kilgobbin Road, 
Sandyford, Dublin 18, 
Tel / Fax: +353 1 295 0630 
http://www.biotechnologyireland.com/default.asp  
 
Martin Ryan Science Institute  
National University of Ireland, 
Galway. 
http://mri.nuigalway.ie/  
 
Shannon Development 
Teagasc (Agriculture and Food Development Authority) 
19 Sandymount Avenue, 
Dublin 4. 
Tel: +353 1 668 8188 /Fax: +353 1 668 8023 
http://www.teagasc.ie  
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