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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
1. Physical geography and transport infrastructure 

 
The administrative region of Auvergne comprises four départements: from north to south, 
Allier (7 340 km²), Puy-de-Dôme (7 970 km²), Cantal (5 726 km²) and Haute-Loire (4 977 
km²) (Map 2). It covers 26 013 km², or 4.8% of the total area of France, with 14 
arrondissements (districts), 158 cantons (sub-districts) and 1310 communes (local authorities). 
 

MAP 2. DEPARTEMENTS OF THE AUVERGNE 
 

 

 
 

The Auvergne stands, like a fortress of mountains and extinct volcanoes, in the centre of the 
Massif Central, a mass of Hercynian rock dating from the end of the primary era, which 
extends over nearly one sixth of the total surface area of France. The region is like a vast nature 
reserve, dotted with springs, lakes and high pastures grazed particularly by cattle. The north of 
the region (Allier) is hilly. Volcanoes were active in the area in the tertiary and quaternary eras. 
The most recent volcanoes are less than 8000 years old and form a chain known as the Chaîne 
des Puys.  
 
Two thirds of the territory are classified as mountainous (Map 3) and the region is therefore 
very concerned by the various policies for the development of areas with natural disadvantages. 
Because of its mountainous terrain, Auvergne has not been on France’s historic main 
communication routes, such as the Rhône corridor or the Atlantic coast. But now, Auvergne is 
connected via the motorway network to Paris and the north of Europe, to Lyon and central 
Europe, to Montpellier and the Iberian peninsula and to Bordeaux and the south-west. The 
airport at Clermont-Ferrand is the regional hub for Air France. But this greater accessibility is 
essentially limited to the Allier valley, and no high-speed railway lines are planned before 2012. 
 
2. Demography 
 
The population of Auvergne is spread very unevenly over the territory: more than half of the 
1 337 000 inhabitants (2% of the population of France) (Table 1) are scattered in rural (not 
suburban) communities, while two out of seven live within a 25-km radius of the regional 
capital, Clermont-Ferrand. Almost one third of the region’s population lives in the urban area 
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of Clermont-Ferrand, which has more than 400 000 inhabitants. Population density in the 
region (51.2 inhabitants per km²) is the same as the national average. 
 

MAP 3. DISADVANTAGED AREAS 

 
(Translation of caption: Disadvantaged areas; mountainous; sub-mountainous; other 
disadvantaged areas) 
 
From January 1999 (when the last general census was taken) to 2007, the region’s population 
has increased by 0.26% per year on average. This rate of growth is in contrast to the decrease 
noted in the two previous decades (from 1982 to 1999, the Auvergne lost 0.1% of its population 
each year). Today, the region’s demographic growth results from migration alone, although 
growth in the Auvergne is moderate in comparison with the national level. In recent years 
(1999-2007), the population of France has risen on average by 0.63% per year. Auvergne's rate 
of demographic growth is far behind those of neighbouring regions such as Languedoc-
Roussillon, Midi-Pyrénées or Rhône-Alpes, which have growth rates around 1% or higher. 
 
The various départements have very diverse rates of demographic change: Puy-de-Dôme, the 
most populous (623 000 inhabitants in 2006), and Haute-Loire (218 000 inhabitants) saw a net 
rise from natural causes and migration of (+0.44 and +0.66% per year respectively between 
1999 and 2006). With an estimated population of 150 500 inhabitants in 2006, Cantal shows a 
slight decrease (-0.04% annually since 1999), but this is in contrast to the steep decline of the 
years 1980-1999. In Allier (341 500 inhabitants), the decrease is more marked (-0.14% since 
1999). 
 
Population growth is being stimulated along the main regional motorways and the valley of the 
Allier (from Brioude to Vichy) (Maps 1 and 3). The localities where the population has 
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decreased are mainly in the mountainous areas where there is no urban influence (mountains 
of Sancy, Forez, Combrailles, etc. in the south) (Maps 1 and 3). In Allier, the population of the 
most rural areas is also decreasing, particularly in the north-east of the département. 
 
3. Economic structure  
 
In 2006 Auvergne achieved a GDP per inhabitant of €23 699, 82.5% of the GDP of metropolitan 
France (Table 1). But its unemployment rate is below the national average, which is explained 
by the stability and diversification of its economic structure (Table 1).  
 
The Auvergne is a relatively industrialised region, since 18.7% of employment (98 349 jobs) is 
in industry, compared with the national average of 15.4% (Table 1). Economic changes due to 
globalisation have not made any radical changes to the specific characteristics of Auvergne, 
which has brought itself up to seventh place in the list of most industrialised regions in France.  
 

TABLE 1. BASIC ECONOMIC DATA 
 Auvergne Metropolitan France 
Population (2007), in number of inhabitants 1 337 000 63 573 000 
Unemployment (1st quarter of 2008) 6.3% 7.2% 
Employment (salaried and self-employed) 
(2006) 
- Total (in number and %) 
- Employment by sector  
Agriculture 
Industry 
Construction 
Commerce 
Services 

 
 

526 762       100% 
 

33 038        6.3% 
98 349       18.7% 
36 738         7.0% 
65 380       12.4% 
293 257      55.6% 

 
 

25 179 200   100% 
 

  822 000       3.3% 
3 887 200    15.4% 
1 656 400     6.6% 
3 406 400     13.5% 
15 407 100    61.2% 

GDP at current prices (2006) - million euro 31 631 1 762 379 
GDP per inhabitant (2006), in euro 23 699 28 721 
Gross added value at current prices (2006) 
in millions of euro 
- total GAV (in millions and %) 
- GAV by sector  
Agriculture 
Industry 
Construction 
Commercial services  
Administrative services  

 
 

28 216       100% 
 

   788         2.8% 
 5 213       18.5% 
 2 044         7.2% 
12 986        46.0% 
7 185         25.5% 

 
 

1 572 128    100% 
 

  31 937       2.0% 
228 887    14.5% 
99 147       6.3% 
872 182     55.5% 
339 975    21.7% 

Source: INSEE - Regional accounts - base 2000 
 
The main industries in the Auvergne are: the tyres and rubber sector (represented by Michelin, 
the world leader, which has always had its headquarters in Clermont-Ferrand, Goodyear 
Dunlop, based at Montluçon, and Interep and Gouillardon Gaudry, rubber specialists); plastics 
and composite materials other than rubber, a sector which is greatly expanding, with 
Auriplast, Autobar, Barbier and Wavin; and advanced engineering for the aeronautical and car 
industries and the manufacture of capital equipment (Alcan, the world’s second largest producer 
of aluminium; Aubert and Duval, specialising in special steels; JPM, leading European 
manufacturer of emergency exit doors; Potain, world leader in manufacturing tower cranes; PSA 
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Peugeot Citroën, for cast-iron components for the automobile industry, and Wichard, world 
leader in superstructure and precision forging). 
 
But the Auvergne also has other dynamic enterprises, a varied network of medium-sized 
industries, particularly in Puy-de-Dôme and Haute-Loire: cutlery (Thiers), pharmaceuticals 
(MSD-Chibret), textiles (lace in Puy), publishing (CENTRE France-La Montagne Group) and in 
the agri-foodstuffs industry. 
 
It is obvious today that the agri-foodstuffs sector  is an Auvergne speciality: 14 000 employees, 
almost 1500 establishments, turnover equivalent to the national figure, and several very 
innovative enterprises (Limagrain, leading European seed merchant; Adventis Animal Nutrition, 
world’s second largest producer of additives for animal feed; Ideval, leading French producer of 
raclette cheese; Jacquet Panification, France’s second largest industrial baker; Lallemand, the 
world’s leading producer of microorganisms for winemaking; Socopa Villefranche, leading 
European meat-producing group; Volvic, producer of natural mineral water, part of the Danone 
Group; or, in the biotechnology sector, Greentech, specialising in  plant extracts, research and 
developing new active ingredients). 
 
In the tertiary sector, tourism is by far the largest industry in terms of employment and 
turnover (Table 1), and is very varied in the region, based on spas (la Bourboule in Puy-de-
Dôme), the Auvergne regional natural volcanic park, Vulcania (leisure centre based on 
volcanoes) and several resorts for downhill skiing (principally Super-Besse, Le Mont-Dore and 
Super-Lioran) or for cross-country skiing (Guéry). The Natura 2000 network now covers 14% 
of the region’s territory. 
 
Overall, the Auvergne has a share of between 2.5 and 3% of the national tourism market, and 
between 12 000 and 25 000 jobs in connection with tourism, depending on the month, as it is 
very seasonal. 
 
4. External trade 
 
In 2007, exports from the Auvergne grew by 7.2%, or 1.4% of French exports (17th place 
among the regions) (Table 2). 
 
Auvergne’s enterprises primarily sell to the main neighbouring countries in the euro zone, which 
take almost half (45.7%) of their sales: their top four customer countries are the United 
Kingdom (14.1%), Germany (12.8%), Italy (10.8%) and Spain (8%). 
 
Intermediate products achieved the best results in 2007: 50.6% of total exports, including 18.1% 
for plastic chemical products and 11.5% for rubber products (Table 2). Consumer goods 
represent 23.2% of exports, including 21.3% of pharmaceuticals, soaps, perfumes and cleaning 
products (Table 2). The share of products from the agri-foodstuffs sector, with 671 million euros 
in 2007 (against 706 in 2006), represents 11.8% of sales (against 13.3% in 2006). 
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TABLE 2. EXTERNAL TRADE - PRINCIPAL FIGURES 
(in millions of euros) 

 2006 2007 2007 ranking % 
Exports 
 
France 
Auvergne 

 
 

382 133 
5 308 

 
 

393 334 
5 688 

 
 
 

17th 

 
 

100% 
1.4% 

Imports 
 
France 
Auvergne 

 
 

422 921 
4 537 

 
 

445 431 
5 204 

 
 
 

18th 

 
 

100% 
1.2% 

Balance 
 
France 
Auvergne 

 
 

-40 788 
771 

 
 

52 097 
484 

 
 
 

12th 

 
 

-- 
-- 

Breakdown of exports in 2007 by 
sector 
 
Agri-foodstuffs 
Rubber products 
Plastic chemical products  
Pharmaceuticals and perfumes 
Total 4 main sectors 

 
 
 
 

706 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

671 
652 

1 032 
1 212 

 
3 567 

 
 
 
 

11.8% 
11.5% 
18.1% 
21.3% 

 
62.7% 

Source: Direction Régionale du Commerce Extérieur - Auvergne 
 
II. AGRICULTURE IN THE AUVERGNE  

 
5. Farm forestry: one of the pillars of the regional economy and land use 
 
Agriculture and forestry play an important part in Auvergne land use and preservation of the 
countryside, a prime tourist asset. Agriculture makes use of more than 1.5 million hectares 
(Table 3), or 58% of the region’s total land area. Over 15 years, the total amount of agricultural 
land has shrunk by 3.5% in Auvergne (3.7% over the country as a whole). However, woodland, 
which covers a quarter of the land (756 000 hectares in 2007) is expanding: it is an economic 
sector in itself (97% of forests are productive) and plays a part in land management. 
 
Of the four départements, Haute-Loire has the least agriculture, with 47% of its land area 
devoted to agriculture. The main characteristics of Cantal and Haute-Loire are that Cantal still 
has most of its land under grass, and Haute-Loire has a large amount of woodland. 
 
With 80% of agricultural land devoted to stock-rearing (1 209 000 hectares) (Table 3), 
Auvergne is the largest area of grassland in France. With 8.2% of the national herd (Table 3), 
cattle reign supreme over the Auvergne fields. The region is France’s fourth largest cattle-
rearing region. It must be said that Auvergne is one of the main sources of lean cattle in Europe, 
with its 486 000 suckler cows of world-famous breeds (Charolais, Salers, Aubrac and 
Limousin), forming the basis for high-quality meat production under very diverse official labels 
(see Chapter 8).
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TABLE 3. KEY FIGURES FOR AGRICULTURE IN THE AUVERGNE (1990 to 2007) 

 1990      % FR 2000      % FR 2006      % FR 2007      % FR
LAND USE 
( in thousands of hectares) 
Total area 
Agricultural area in use 
Uncultivated agricultural land 
poplar coppices, woods and 
forests 
non-agricultural land 

 
 
2 617       4.8% 
1 594       5.2% 
   131       4.7% 
   717       4.7% 
 
   175       2.7%   

 
 
2 617       4.8% 
1 555       5.2% 
   131       4.9% 
   736       4.8% 
 
   195       2.7%   

 
 
2 617       4.8% 
1 528       5.1% 
   132       5.1% 
   755       4.8% 
 
   201       2.7%   

 
 
2 617       4.8% 
1 525       5.1% 
   133       5.2% 
   756       4.8% 
 
   203       2.7%   

CULTIVATED AREAS 
(in thousands of hectares) 
 
Permanent grassland 
Temporary grassland 
Artificial grassland 
Forage crops 
including maize for forage and 
silage 
Cereals 
Oilseeds 
Other (beets, vines, fruit, etc...) 

 
 
 
1 088.0    8.5% 
   167.5    4.4% 
     19.4    2.3% 
     29.7    1.2% 
      
     25.1    1.3% 
   226.3    2.5% 
     34.8    1.8% 
     16.8     -- 

 
 
 
1 040.1    9.0% 
   176.0    4.2% 
     18.2    2.4% 
     28.5    1.6% 
      
     26.2    1.8% 
   222.0    2.4% 
     31.3    1.5% 
     16.3      -- 

 
 
 
 963.5      8.5% 
 225.5      5.3% 
   15.3      2.1% 
   30.3      1.7% 
    
   27.9      1.9% 
 217.1      2.4% 
   30.0      1.4% 
   14.8        -- 

 
 
 
 962.2      8.5%  
 231.3      5.4% 
   15.4      2.1% 
   29.7      1.8% 
    
   27.6      2.0% 
 212.4      2.3% 
   29.2      1.3%   
   13.9        -- 

ANIMAL STOCKS 
(in thousands of head) 
 
Cattle 
   including: dairy cows 
                    suckler cows 
Sheep 
Goats 
Pigs 
Poultry 

 
 
 
1 453       6.7% 
   345       6.5% 
   382     10.3% 
   847       7.4% 
     41       3.3% 
   282       2.3% 
3 881       1.9% 

 
 
 
1 564       7.7% 
   277       6.5% 
   478     11.0% 
   739       7.7% 
     30       2.5% 
   311       2.1% 
4 901       2.4% 

 
 
 
1 572       8.1% 
   251       6.5% 
   473     11.4%  
   670       7.5% 
     30       2.4% 
   304       2.0% 
3 980       2.2% 

 
 
 
1 611       8.2% 
   248       6.4% 
   486     11.5% 
   646      7.5% 
     30      2.4% 
   294      1.9% 
   --           -- 

FARM ACCOUNTS   
(in millions of euro) 
 
1. Plant products a.b.p. 
2. Animal products a.b.p. 
3. Service products  
A (1+2+3) Total production  
4. Intermediate consumption 
B (A - 4). Gross  added value 
5. Farm subsidies 
6. Taxes on production 
7. Consumption of fixed capital  
C (B + 5 - 6 - 7)  Net added 
value at factor prices  
 
Average per capita result 
(income) (in thousands of euro) 

 
 
 
   508.28 
1 101.76 
     29.64 
1 639.68 
   909.44 
   730.24 
   119.04 
     53.17 
   251.57 
    
   544.54 
         

9.9 

 
 
 
   612.35 
1 188.44 
     48.19 
1 848.98 
1 066.12 
   782.86 
   142.52 
     59.57 
   294.48 
    
   571.33 
 
     14.0 

 
 
 
   628.20 
1 260.56 
     53.52 
1 942.88 
1 177.13 
   765.15 
   235.00 
     45.45 
   351.10 
 
   603.60 
 
     16.5 

 
 
 
   615.47 
1 143.90 
     55.07 
1 814.44 
1 200.60 
   613.84 
   426,03 
     51.41 
   361.63 
 
   626.83 
 
     17.5 

 
Notes: FR (metropolitan France); a.b.p. (at basic prices).  

Source: http://agreste.agriculture.gouv.fr/region_5/auvergne_139/index.html 
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In addition, 75% of the milk produced is made into cheese. In this context, Auvergne is France’s 
leading region for production of designation of origin cheese (see Chapter 8).  
 
Auvergne also yields a wealth of animal products in addition to cattle. It is the fifth largest 
region for sheep, holding 7.5% of the national flock (Table 3). The pig and poultry sectors also 
play a relatively large part in the regional economy (about 2% of the total for metropolitan 
France) (Table 3). In total, animal products represent 63% of the region’s agricultural end 
products (1 143.9 million euros in 2007) (Table 3). 
 
Although harvested in only a small part of the territory, plant products support important 
sectors for the regional economy. Primarily situated in the Limagne plains, where the above-
mentioned Limagrain Group is situated, this branch of farming is characterised by high-value-
added products: maize seed, industrial beet, etc.  Maize seed cultivation covers about 4700 
hectares, or 10% of the maize cultivation area of France, which puts Auvergne in fourth place 
among the producer regions. 
 
In 2007, 28.8% of the Auvergne (756 000 hectares) was wooded (Table 3). There are forests at 
all altitudes throughout the region. Forestry plays a very important role in the south-east (Haute-
Loire) and a much smaller one in Limagne. Forests in Auvergne are mainly privately owned 
(85%) with an average area of 2.7 hectares per proprietor, divided up into more than 1 100 000 
separate parcels with an average area of 0.5 ha. 
 
Current forest species are 51.6% conifers (particularly the Scots pine) and 48.4% broadleaved 
trees (particularly oak). But these two main categories are not evenly distributed geographically: 
the broadleaved trees are mostly in Allier (85% of plantings) and Cantal (68%); and the conifers 
mostly in Haute-Loire (82% of plantings); in Puy-de-Dôme the two groups are distributed fairly 
evenly. 
 
6. Farms: fewer in number, but bigger and more specialised 
 
In 2005 (date of the last survey of structures), Auvergne had a total of 25 560 farms (Table 4), 
or 15% fewer than in 2000 (date of the last agricultural census, which counted 29 947). Since 
2000, 900 farms have disappeared each year, a drop of 3.1% per year, which is an identical 
figure to the 1988-2000 period (but less than the national figure, -3.9%). 
 
There are two main types of farm: professional farms with a certain economic size, employing 
at least the equivalent of one person working three-quarters time, and farms of a more modest 
economic size, known as non-professional farms. 
 
Most of the farms (17 623) in the Auvergne countryside are professional (Table 4) and work 
most of the agricultural land (93% of the usable agricultural area). The trend towards 
professionalisation has consolidated in recent years, growing from 66% of the total in 2000 to 
69% in 2005. It has been particularly widespread in Cantal (81% professional farms) and has 
grown very much in Allier (+5 points between 2000 and 2005, reaching 68% of the total for the 
département). The other two départements, Haute-Loire and Puy-de-Dôme, although below the 
national average, still have more than 63%. 
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TABLE 4. GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF FARMS (2005) 
 Farms UAA (ha) AWU (1) 
Usable agricultural area (UAA) 
 
Less than 20 ha 
from 20 to less than 50 ha 
from 50 to less than 100 ha 
from 100 to less than 200 ha 
200 ha and over 
 
TOTAL 
including professional farms 

 
 

7 275 
6 331 
7 432 
3 864 
658 

 
25 560 
17 623 

 
 

50 718 
223 592 
532 349 
516 138 
173 323 

 
1 496 120 
1 391 000 

 
 

4 452 
7 656 

12 197 
8 551 
2 110 

 
34 966 
31 200 

Type of farming 
 
Arable crops 
Dairy cattle 
Beef cattle 
Other herbivores 
Pigs, poultry 
Other produce 

 
 

2 578 
5 597 
7 244 
5 606 
730 

3 443 

 
 

165 256 
349 788 
545 166 
258 274 
23 106 

152 366 

 
 

2 770 
10 303 
9 949 
6 433 
1 126 
3 578 

Economic size  
(SGM in ESU) (2) 
(rounded figure in thousands) 
 
Less than 4 ESU 
from 4 to less than 8 ESU 
from 8 to less than 16 ESU 
from 16 to less than 40 ESU 
from 40 to less than 100 ESU 
100 ESU and over 
 
TOTAL 
including professional farms 

 
 
 
 

2.1 
1.8 
2.8 
8.6 
6.1 
4.1 

 
25.6 
17.6 

SGM 
 
 
 

6.1 
10.5 
33.5 
238.3 
357.9 
120.8 

 
767.1 
732.2 

SGM of 
professional farms 

 
0.0 
0.0 

29.0 
232.0 
354.5 
116.7 

 
-- 

732.2 

(1) AWU (annual work unit): amount of work done by one person working full time for a year, or 2200 hours. 
(2) The Standard Gross Margin (SGM) is a concept similar to added value. It is applied to each cultivated hectare 
and each head of cattle. It is normally expressed in ESU (European size unit) to determine the economic size of the 
farm. It has an approximate equivalence in terms of hectares of wheat: 1 ESU = 1.5 ha of wheat. 

Source: Structural survey 2005 (http://agreste.agriculture.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/R8307D03.pdf) 
 
However, although the proportion of professional farms continues to increase as the proportion 
of non-professional farms decreases, there are fewer and fewer of them. In 2005, professional 
farms were disappearing at a rate of 2.1% per year (2.5% in France). Having been more 
resistant to change during the period 1988-2000 (-1.9%), they have recently come closer to the 
average for France as a whole. 
 
While professional farms are decreasing in number, they are getting bigger. The average size is 
79 hectares, eight hectares more than in 2000 and six more than the national average. But there 
are wide variations between départements: from 57 ha in Haute-Loire to 114 in Allier. 
 
The number of large farms (100 ha or more) in the Auvergne has increased over the years to 
4522 (Table 4), representing only 17% of the total but holding nearly half the UAA (46%). The 
7937 non-professional farms are much smaller, around 13 ha. They are distinguished by a 
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diversity of activities, a large number of elderly farmers (41% have reached or are older than 
retirement age) and a much faster rate of disappearance than professional farms, 5.1% per year. 
30% of them are run or jointly run by women. They are less important to the agricultural 
economy (4.6% of the regional standard gross margin) (Table 4). But they play a significant part 
in rearing certain stock, such as sheep, goats or horses, and also in certain sectors such as 
cereals. The largest proportion of mixed farms is to be found on a north-west to south-east 
diagonal, from Combrailles to Livradois-Forez (Map 1). In certain areas such as the north of 
Allier or the western half of Cantal, there can be many of them but they go unnoticed in a very 
dense network of farms.  
 

MAP 4 

 
(Translation of caption: Types of farming in each local district: cereals and oilseeds; other arable crops; 
market gardening and horticulture; designation of origin wines; fruit; dairy cattle; beef cattle; mixed 
cattle; other herbivores; pigs and poultry; mixed. Source: 2000 agricultural census) 
 
The predominant agricultural activity in the Auvergne is still cattle-rearing, which occurred in 
86% of professional farms in 2005 (50% in total, taking professional and non-professional 
farms together) (Table 4). Seven out of 10 professional farms specialise in cattle. On the 
whole, Auvergne’s herds of cattle are divided, with dairy cows in the south and beef cattle in the 
north and south-west (Map 4). However, specialisation has changed since 2000. The dairy 
sector is continuing to restructure and is losing its historic predominance in the region. Having 
supplanted the herd of dairy cows at the end of the 1980s, the herd of suckler cows is still 
increasing, and the beef cattle sector takes pride of place in Auvergne’s agricultural landscape. 
In a general context of a decrease in numbers, this type of farming is practised by 7250 
stockbreeders (of whom 5700 are professional farmers). The average professional farm herd has 
increased from 53 to 56 suckler cows, and the average UAA has increased (+5.5 ha). 
 
The number of milk producers (5 600 in total, 5 400 professional producers) has decreased by 
13%. The herd of dairy cows in professional farms has gone down by 9%, but there are on 
average three cows more per producer unit than in 2000, and the land area of farms has 
increased by 8 hectares. Farms which raise both beef and dairy cattle are decreasing in number, 
as are all mixed farms. 
 
7. Agricultural work, incomes and public subsidies 
 
Nearly 38 000 people work on the region’s professional farms, not counting seasonal work. 
They provide the equivalent of the work of 31 200 people employed full-time for a year (AWU) 
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(Table 4). Work by family members predominates. Almost 92% of all farm work is carried out 
by farmers, their partners and their families. 
 
In 2007, the agricultural income per person, measuring the revenue obtained from agricultural 
production, was €17 500 (Table 3). Even though it has increased recently after an increase in 
public subsidies, it is still one third less than the average national income and is among the 
lowest of all French regions. 
 
Whatever the type of farm, farm subsidies, particularly under the common agricultural policy, 
occupy a predominant position in the income of this region, around 68% in a normal year, 
35% at national level. In 2006, overall subsidies (direct aid to farms and indirect aid) reached 
€568.7 million (359.6 million under the first pillar, 181.9 million under the second pillar, and 
27.2 million other subsidies). 
 
The years 2007 and 2008 saw a great deal of tension on international markets in many 
agricultural products. For the main arable crops, poor harvests in 2007 (due to rainy weather 
conditions) were compensated by sharply rising prices. At world level, stocks of cereals were at 
the lowest level ever, and production was not sufficient to meet demand. In total, prices rose 
strongly in 2007: + 60% for wheat delivered to Rouen, for example. In May 2008, it was up 
20% from June 2007. For oilseed crops, the growing demand for oils for foodstuffs and industry 
is pushing prices up. There was a noticeable rise in 2007 in comparison with 2006: + 27% for 
colza and + 50% for sunflower. In May 2008, the price was over 104%, compared to June 2007. 
The situation was less good for beets as the sugar market has been going down since 2006. 
Nevertheless, the price paid to producers in the Auvergne was similar to the 2006 price. 
 
But the fortunes of stock farmers have been mixed.  Milk production, which went down in 
2007 (for structural reasons, a fall in the numbers of cows and of producers) recovered in 2008. 
This coincided with the rise in prices (in May 2008 by 25.4% compared to May 2007). 
However, Auvergne did not achieve the quota which is traditionally allocated to it. 
 
The situation for meat producers is less favourable. 2007 was a bad year for cattle rearing and 
for the sheep sector. At country-wide and regional level, incomes of cattle farmers dropped by 
25%, and of sheep farmers by 30%. Nevertheless, the cattle market picked up in 2008, except 
for veal calves. Incomes of sheep farmers, which had been falling on average by 5% since 2002, 
reached a historically low point in 2007. 
 
The specific characteristics of the production systems in the various parts of the Auvergne 
explain the differences in the way incomes evolved in 2007. Cantal, which specialises in 
cattle-rearing and dairy, recorded a drop in average income per person.  Incomes in Haute-Loire 
did not do well because of its specialisation in dairy farming. Allier and Puy-de-Dôme did 
better, because of the excellent results for cereal farmers. 
 
The new CAP reform in 2008 (health check), in a context of a general increase in farm costs (in 
particular, the cost of energy and cereal-based feed), may have a considerable effect on animal 
production in the Auvergne. It will affect the dairy sector in particular if the disappearance of 
quotas is confirmed in the longer term, and will accelerate the ongoing restructuring processes. 
Moreover the beef sector may suffer from the impact of decoupling and the gradual 
harmonisation of all premiums (although coupled support for suckler cows is being maintained). 
Sheep production is currently experiencing a deep structural crisis, which will not easily be 
overcome in the short term by the maintenance of coupled support.  The new Article 68 of 



Agriculture in the Auvergne 

PE 408.931 11

Regulation (EC) 1782/2003 could help a weakened region such as Auvergne, but the maximum 
amount available at national level seems not to be enough (10%) and in addition the political 
problems caused by any redistribution of aid over the whole of France (at the expense in 
particular of arable farmers) would have to be overcome. 
 
8. Produce with official quality and origin labels  
 
Auvergne has always marketed quality products that have gained a good reputation through 
combining traditional skills with the typical characteristics of the area. More than 15% of 
produce is made up of certified quality products, with a large number of different official labels: 
 
- Red label: cured meats; beef, pork, lamb and veal (Bourbonnais charolais, Aubrac farm beef,  
Terroir charolais beef, Auvergne farm pork, Bourbonnais farm lamb, etc); farm poultry (du 
Forez, du Velay); Planèze de Saint-Flour lentils; garlic, and other products. 
- Registered designation of origin: cheeses (Cantal, Salers, Saint-Nectaire, Bleu d'Auvergne, 
Fourme d'Ambert, etc.); wines (Saint-Pourçain, Côtes d'Auvergne); green Puy lentils; meats and 
poultry (Mézenc fin gras beef; Bourbonnais chicken). 
- Conformity certification: meat and meat products (l'Adret lamb, select quality naturally 
reared lamb and veal, mountain pork, etc.); Auvergne fruit pastes and other products. 
- Organic produce: milk, cheeses, beef, lamb, poultry, lentils, flours, bread and herbs. 
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