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Executive Summary 
 
The Autonomous Region of Madeira consists of the islands of Madeira, Porto Santo, the 
Desertas Islands and the Savage Islands. Only Madeira and Porto Santo are inhabited. 
 
The waters of Madeira are not very productive and are very deep, limiting the fishing gear that 
can be used and access to some resources. 
 
Fishing accounts for only 0.98% of employment and 0.71% of GDP. However, it is still of local 
importance in towns such as Câmara de Lobos and Caniçal. Activities related to fishing 
contribute slightly more than € 12 million to the region’s GDP. Of this amount, 58% represents 
catches, 38% processing activities (filleting) and 3% related activities. Fish products account for 
36% of total exports from Madeira. 
 
The Madeiran fleet represents 5% of the Portuguese fishing fleet and consists of 468 small 
vessels, almost three-quarters of them less than six metres in length. Moreover, the vessels are 
very old and few are powered, especially the smaller ones. 
 
Madeiran fish production is highly concentrated on black scabbardfish and tuna, which account 
for almost 85% of catches. Fishing for black scabbardfish (Aphanopus carbo) represents more 
than half of catches. Most of them are caught with driftlines, at depths of between 800 and 1 200 
metres. 
 
Between 1983 and 1997 catches of black scabbardfish grew from 1 000 to 4 500 tonnes, 
subsequently falling gradually to 3 000 tonnes. The fall in catches of black scabbardfish is 
forcing fishermen to seek ever more distant fishing grounds. The fall in catches is attributed 
partly to changes in water temperature and partly to the fact that most fishing takes place 
between October and December, coinciding with the spawning season. 
 
The tuna varieties most often fished are bigeye tuna (Thunnus obesus) and skipjack 
(Katsuwonus pelamis), using hand-held pole-lines. Over the 1990s, tuna catches fell from 9 000 
to 700 tonnes in the year 2000. The crisis occurred after large tuna vessels came into use. 
Nowadays, catches of tuna are around 3 000 tonnes, though the figure varies widely. 
 
There is only one producers’ organisation, the Cooperativa de Pesca do Arquipélago da 
Madeira (COOPESCAMADEIRA), representing 63% of the Madeiran fleet and some 80% of 
landings. 
 
Aquaculture has only just been developed in Madeira. Commercial production resumed in 
2005, producing 400 tonnes in 2006, worth € 2.1 million. 
 
Following the tuna crisis, early in this decade, canned production disappeared. The fish 
products processing industry in Madeira currently focuses on filleting. 
 
Fisheries employ 0.7% of Madeira’s workforce. A considerable number of jobs in fisheries were 
lost early in this decade as a consequence of the tuna crisis. 
 
In 2007 there were 513 registered fishermen in Madeira, representing 3% of all fishermen in 
Portugal. The fishing population in Madeira is quite old, 9% of fishermen being over 55 and 
28% under 35. The oldest fishermen are concentrated in two municipalities in the south of 
Madeira: Câmara de Lobos and Caniçal. These two communities are highly dependent on 
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fishing and are in a vulnerable position on account of the ageing of the fishermen. The five 
filleting companies employ 164 people. Another 150 people are employed in fishing-related 
activities. 
 
Madeira has seven ports with auction markets, two of which (Funchal and Caniçal) have a 
significant sales turnover. Besides those in Funchal and Caniçal, there are refrigeration facilities 
in Câmara de Lobos, Porto Santo and Porto Novo. A little over 80% of landings are made in 
Funchal, and some 15% in Caniçal. The remaining landings are made in other ports, the main 
ones being Câmara de Lobos and Porto Santo. There are plans to move the fishing activities 
from the port of Funchal to Câmara de Lobos in 2011, to allow the port of Funchal to 
concentrate on tourism. 
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1. Geographical Situation 
 
The archipelago of Madeira is located in the Atlantic Ocean, between 32°22.3′N, 16°16.5′W and 
33°7.8′N, 17°16.65′W. It is 579 kilometres from the African coast, 861 kilometres from Lisbon, 
370 kilometres from Gran Canaria, and 772 kilometres from Santa Maria, the nearest island of 
the archipelago of the Azores. 
 
Madeira is part of Macaronesia, a group of five archipelagos: the Azores (Portugal), the Canary 
Islands (Spain), Cape Verde (Cape Verde), the Savage Islands (Portugal) and Madeira, 
including Porto Santo and the Desertas Islands (Portugal). Nevertheless, the Savage Islands are 
included for administrative purposes in the Autonomous Region of Madeira. 
 

Figure 1: Map of Madeira. Geographical location 

 
 
Madeira is the largest island in the archipelago, with an area of 741 km², length 57 km, width 22 
km at the widest point, and a coastal perimeter of some 135 km. Its main axis runs east-west, 
along a mountain chain with an average altitude of 1 220 metres, the highest peak – Pico Ruivo 
– being 1 862 metres. There are many ravines running down from the mountain chain, both to 
the north and to the south. Some end up at tall cliffs, like Cabo Girão. Madeira has a subtropical 
oceanic climate, while the Savage Islands have a desert climate. 
 
In the northern part of the island there are still remains of the original laurisilva that covered the 
whole island before it was deforested to create farmland. This subtropical forest is now classed 
as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
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Table 1: Composition of the Madeira archipelago 

Island group Islands Islets 
Madeira Madeira Ilhéu de Agostinho (nearby to the east)  

Ilhéu de São Lourenço (far away to the east)  
Ilhéu Mole (to the north-east) 

Porto Santo Porto Santo Ilhéu de Baixo or da Cal (south)  
Ilhéu de Ferro (south-east)  
Ilhéu das Cenouras (nearby to the north)  
Ilhéu de Fora (far away to the north)  
Ilhéu de Cima (east) 

Desertas Islands Deserta Grande 
Bugio 

Chão 

Savage Islands (north-east group) Selvagem Grande Palheiro da Terra 
Palheiro do Mar 

Savage Islands (south-west group) Selvagem Pequena Ilhéu Grande  
Ilhéu do Sul  
Ilhéu Pequeno  
Fora 
Alto 
Comprido 
Redondo  
Norte 

 
On 1 July 1976 Madeira acquired the status of autonomous region. The region consists of the 
islands of Madeira, Porto Santo, the Desertas Islands and the Savage Islands. The capital, 
Funchal, is located at 32°39′N, 16°55′W. 
 

Table 2: Administrative organisation of the Autonomous Region of Madeira 

Municipality Population (2006) Area (km²) Main town Parishes    

Funchal 1) 100 847 75.7 Funchal 10 

Câmara de Lobos 35 150 52.6 Câmara de Lobos 2 

Santa Cruz 2) 32 696 68.0 Santa Cruz 5 

Machico 21 321 67.6 Machico 5 

Ribeira Brava 12 523 64.9 Ribeira Brava 4 

Calheta 11 856 110.3 Calheta 8 

Santana 8 491 93.1 Santana 2 

Ponta do Sol 8 189 46.8 Ponta do Sol 3 

São Vicente 6 063 80.8 São Vicente 3 

Porto Santo 3) 4 388 42.4 Vila Baleira 1 

Porto Moniz 2 762 82.6 Porto Moniz 4 

Total 244 286 768.0 Funchal 47 
1) Includes the Savage Islands in the parish of Sé 
2) Includes the Desertas Islands in the parish of Santa Cruz 

 
In 2006 the population of the region was 245 806, with a density of 295 inhabitants/km2. The 
population is concentrated on the two main islands, Madeira and Porto Santo (797 and 43 km² 
respectively). The other four islands are uninhabited nature reserves. 
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The region of Madeira is divided for administrative purposes into eleven municipalities. Besides 
Funchal, the main towns are Porto Santo (Vila Baleira), Ribeira Brava, Machico, Câmara de 
Lobos, Santa Cruz and Santana. 
 
Tourism is the region’s main economic activity, contributing 20% of its GDP. The industrial 
free-trade area (Madeira International Business Centre) offers financial and tax incentives and 
has helped small and medium-sized enterprises to set up. Thus the services sector is making up 
for the continuing decline of agriculture. 
 
Industrial activities relate to food, beverages (mainly wine) and building. Fishing accounts for 
only 0.98% of employment and 0.71% of GDP. However, it is still of local importance in towns 
such as Câmara de Lobos and Caniçal. 
 
Activities related to fishing contribute slightly more than € 12 million to the regional GDP. Of 
this amount, 58% represents catches, 38% processing activities (filleting) and 3% related 
activities. Fishery products account for 36% of total exports from Madeira. 
 
1.1. Physical Environment. Seabed and Hydrography 
 
The island of Madeira is the peak of a volcanic formation that rises from a depth of almost six 
kilometres. It emerges from a submarine volcanic formation known as Tore, resting on the 
African continental shelf. Owing to its volcanic origin, the continental shelf is very narrow, with 
maximum depths of 5 400 m. 
 

Figure 2: The Madeiran seabed 

 
 

Source: Antonieta Amorim, 2005. Surfer Version 8.05. Data Source Smith and Sandwell_ETOPO2. 
 
The configuration of the seabed makes it difficult to access the fisheries resources and limits the 
use of certain kinds of fishing gear. The sea is very deep even at relatively far-off fishing banks. 
 
The Madeiran waters are relatively poor in nutrients. This has an impact on fishing productivity 
on account of the relief of the seabed and the area’s hydrography. 
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Sea temperature ranges from 26°C in summer to 17°C in winter. The ocean circulation around 
Madeira is dominated by the Canary Current, which is active down to 500 metres. It is fed by 
the Azores Current, and to a much lesser extent by the Portugal Current, which flows south. The 
Azores Current flows east between parallels 34° and 36° N. In winter, the Canary Current runs 
close to the African coast, while in summer it moves to the west of the Canaries. The Canary 
current flows in the opposite direction to the nutrient-rich current that flows north, parallel to the 
African coasts. On a larger scale, the circulation is dominated by the Gulf Stream, subject to the 
North Atlantic Oscillation (NAO). 
 
1.2. Maritime Space 
 
Council Regulation (EC) No 1954/2003 entitles Member States to restrict fishing to vessels 
registered in the ports of these islands, except for Community vessels that traditionally fish in 
those waters in so far as these do not exceed the fishing effort traditionally exerted in the waters 
up to 100 nautical miles from the baselines of the Azores, Madeira and the Canary Islands.  
 
Although Spain and Portugal are parties to the Montego Bay Convention, their maritime space 
is not formally delimited, with the exception of the River Miño frontier. 
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Figure 3: Savage Islands 

In February 1976 Spain 
and Portugal signed the 
Guarda agreements on 
the limits of the 
territorial waters and 
their respective 
continental shelves. 
However, the 
agreements were not 
ratified on account of 
Portuguese opposition. 
In 1978, when both 
countries established 
their exclusive economic 
zones, the problem of 
the delimitation between 
Madeira and the 
Canaries arose. 
 
Portugal claims that the 
equidistant line is 
calculated taking 
account of the Savage 
Islands. Spain, on the 
other hand, invokes 
Article 121(3) of the 
United Nations 
Convention on the Law 
of the Sea (Montego 
Bay)1, according to 
which the Savage 
Islands may give rise 
neither to an exclusive 
economic zone nor to a 
continental shelf. 
 

 
The Savage Islands archipelago is 230 km from Madeira and 165 km from the Canary Islands. 
They are divided into two groups 15 km apart: the North-east group (Selvagem Grande and two 
islets) and the South-west group (Selvagem Pequena and eight islets). The Savage Islands have 
a total area of 2.73 km2. They are surrounded by reefs which make access difficult, and they 
have no fresh water. They are currently a nature reserve. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1  Rocks which cannot sustain human habitation or economic life of their own shall have no exclusive economic 

zone or continental shelf’. 
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2. Fishing Fleet 
 
The Madeiran fishing fleet consists of 468 boats. Only 55 of them are more than 12 metres long 
and only 10 have a length exceeding 24 metres. It is a fleet of small boats, some 73% of which 
are less than six metres long while another 12% are between six and nine metres long. Few 
vessels are powered, as only 40% of those under 12 metres long have engines. 
 
The Madeiran fleet represent 5% of the Portuguese fishing fleet. However, Madeira accounts for 
14% of the unpowered Portuguese fishing fleet. In this respect the fleets of Madeira and the 
whole of Portugal are evolving in different ways. Until 2005, unpowered Madeiran vessels 
accounted for 10% of this type of vessel in the Portuguese fleet. However, from 2006, the 
number of such vessels fell throughout Portugal, but the change did not affect Madeira. 
 
The fleet is very old, especially the smaller vessels. The average age of boats less than 12 
metres long is 42 years. However, the average age of vessels longer than 12 metres is 21 years, 
and of those longer than 24 metres, 19 years. 
 
Declarations to the Community fishing fleet register reveal an unusual situation. 71% of vessels 
are registered with a hull made of neither wood, metal nor fibreglass. This strange situation 
applies to vessels less than 12 metres long. Of the vessels over 12 metres in length, 64% have a 
wooden hull, 21% metal and 5% fibreglass. Even in this category, 7% of vessels are built of 
another material. 
 
The Madeiran fishing fleet has shrunk considerably over the last decade. Nevertheless, this 
reduction has mainly affected unpowered vessels. In 2004 four large vessels were scrapped. 
However, this reduction has been offset by new vessels built in 2006, and especially 2007. The 
vessels built in 2007 were particularly large in size. 
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3. Fishing Gear 
 
Council Regulation (EC) No 1811/2004 prohibits bottom trawls or similar towed nets operating 
in contact with the bottom of the sea in the waters of the Azores, Madeira and the Canary 
Islands. Council Regulation (EC) No 1568/2005 on the protection of deep-water coral reefs 
prohibits vessels from using any gillnet, entangling net or trammel net at depths greater than 200 
metres and any bottom trawl or similar towed nets operating in contact with the bottom of the 
sea. 
 
Of the 468 vessels that make up Madeira’s fishing fleet, 460 (98%) use passive gear and only 8 
(2%) use active gear. Given that the vessels that use active gear are larger, they represent 7% of 
the gross tonnage of the fleet and 9% of its power. Of the vessels that use passive gear only 39 
are between 12 and 24 metres long. However, 7 of the 8 vessels that fish with active gear are 
between 12 and 24 metres long and only one is less than 12 metres long. The five largest boats 
that use active gear have a licence to use seines in international waters. 
 
There is considerable specialisation in the fishing gear used in Madeira. 87% of vessels declare 
that they do not use secondary gear. In addition to the regulations in force, the virtual absence of 
a continental shelf and the huge depths are an obstacle to bottom trawling. Pots are used very 
little due to the relief and the great bottom depths, which also prevent the use of beach seines. 
97% of vessels use lines and hooks as their primary gear. Only five vessels use seines, and eight 
use pots. 
 
 

Table 3: Fishing gear used in Madeira 

Code Gear Vessels 
Main 
gear 

Vessels 
Secondary 

gear 

Total % Vessels 
Main gear 

% Vessels 
Secondary 

gear 

FPO Pots 5 3 8 1% 1%

Traps 5 3 8 1% 1%

GNS Set gillnets (anchored) 2 0 2 0% 0%

Gillnets and entangling nets 2 0 2 0% 0%

LHP Handlines and pole-lines (hand-
operated) 

395 12 407 84% 3%

LLD Drifting longlines 7 7 14 1% 1%

LLS Set longlines 51 40 91 11% 9%

LTL Trolling lines 3 1 4 1% 0%

Lines and hooks 456 60 516 97% 13%

PS Purse seines 5 0 5 1% 0%

Purse seines 5 0 5 1% 0%

NO No gear (1) 0 405 405 0% 87%

Regulation (EC) 26/2004 
(1) Valid only for secondary fishing gear 

Source: Own based on the Community fishing fleet register. 
 
Even within lines and hooks, there is an overwhelming predominance of hand-operated hand-
lines (84% of Madeira’s fishing fleet), used in fishing for tuna. In the case of small vessels, 
often they are handlines for catching demersal species. There are 21 vessels that are more than 
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14 metres long that use hand-operated pole-lines to catch tuna. These include the largest vessels 
in Madeira. 
 
Only 51 vessels declare that they use set longlines; seven declare that they use drifting longlines, 
and three say that they use trolling lines. Three of the seven vessels that declare that they use 
drifting longlines do not use secondary gear and are more than fourteen metres long. This 
group of vessels takes a good proportion of the catches of black scabbardfish (Aphanopus 
carbo). 
 
Although only five vessels use seines as their main gear, it should be taken into account that 
they are the larger vessels, which are essentially used for fishing small pelagic species. 
Therefore, the proportion of catches made with this type of gear far exceeds the proportion of 
boats that use it. The species most frequently caught using seines are blue jack mackerel 
(Trachurus picturatus) and chub mackerel (Scomber japonicus) and much smaller quantities of 
sardines (Sardina pilchardus and Sardinella maderensis). 
 
 

Table 4: Gear used by the Madeira fleet by size of vessel 

  Main Gear Secondary Gear 

Code Gear % Vessels 
< 12m. 

% Vessels 
> 12m. 

% Vessels 
< 12m. 

% Vessels 
> 12m. 

FPO Pots 1% 0% 1% 0%

Traps 1% 0% 1% 0%

LHP Handlines and pole-lines (hand-operated) 89% 47% 2% 4%

LLD Drifting longlines 1% 5% 0% 11%

LLS Set longlines 8% 31% 8% 16%

LTL Trolling lines 0% 4% 0% 0%

Lines and hooks 99% 87% 10% 31%

PS Purse seines 0% 9% 0% 0%

Purse seines 0% 9% 0% 0%

NO No gear (1) 0% 0% 89% 69%

Regulation (EC) 26/2004 

(1) Valid only for secondary fishing gear 

Source: Own based on Community fishing fleet register. 
 
Despite the high degree of specialisation declared to the Community fishing fleet register, a 
combination of gear is emerging. There are 37 vessels that declare that they use hand-operated 
hand lines as their main gear and set longlines as their secondary gear. 
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4. Fisheries Production 
 
Catches in Madeira are stable at around 7 000 tonnes after suffering a considerable decline at the 
end of the 1990s. This decline reflects the decrease in catches of black scabbardfish. The 
increase in catches of tuna partially compensates for the reduction in catches of black 
scabbardfish. In addition, the changes in total catches reflect the fluctuations in catches of tuna, 
which reached peaks in 2002, 2004 and 2006. 
 

Figure 4: Catches in Madeira 
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Source: INE. Own figure. 
 

Figure 5: Main species caught in Madeira 
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Source: INE. Own graph. 
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Fisheries production in Madeira is very concentrated. Only two fisheries, black scabbardfish and 
tuna, represent around 85% of catches. Black scabbardfish (Aphanopus carbo) fishing is 
particularly important, as it represents more than half of the catches. A large proportion of the 
catches are made with drifting longlines, at depths of between 800 and 1 200 metres. In general, 
between 4 000 and 5 000 hooks are used per boat per day of fishing, remaining in the water for 
between 10 and 12 hours. The tides vary between 4 and 8 days, representing between 3 and 6 
days of fishing. 
 
Until the mid 1980s, catches of black scabbardfish scarcely exceeded a thousand tonnes. In 1983 
a process of growth began that reached its maximum in 1997 with around 4 500 tonnes. 
Subsequently the catches have gradually declined to 3 000 tonnes. The reduction in catches of 
black scabbardfish is forcing fishermen to seek more distant fishing grounds. Traditionally, 
vessels travelled a maximum of 30 miles to fish for black scabbardfish, but now they travel as 
far as 80 miles. With regard to the causes for the decline in catches, some attribute this to the 
changes in water temperature altering the food chain. Some also attribute the decline in catches 
to the fact that they are mainly made between October and December, coinciding with the 
spawning period. Consequently, catch figures in this period appear to have led to reduced intake 
over recent years. 
 

Table 5: Main species caught in Madeira 

Average catches in Madeira 2000/2007 Share of total catches Species 

Quantity (T) Value (000 €) Average price Quantity Value 

Black 
scabbardfish 

3 541 6 968 1.97 50% 52%

Tuna 2 338 4 323 1.85 33% 32%

Blue jack 
mackerel 

501 706 1.41 7% 5%

Chub mackerel 436 399 0.92 6% 3%

Various fish 264 690 2.61 3% 5%

Molluscs 66 278 5.12 1% 2%
 

Source: INE. Own table. 
 
The types of tuna that are fished most are bigeye tuna (Thunnus obesus) and skipjack tuna 
(Katsuwonus pelamis). They are mainly caught using hand-operated pole-lines. The fishing 
grounds are off the south coast of Madeira, the Desertas Islands and Porto Santo. However, 
sometimes Madeira’s fleet travels to the Azores, the Savage Islands or the Seine Bank. The 
catches are highly seasonal. Catches of bigeye tuna are more abundant in the second and third 
quarters, and catches of skipjack tuna in the second half of the year, although there is a degree of 
variability. 
 
In the mid 1990s, catches of tuna amounted to around 9 000 tonnes. Subsequently they dropped 
to 700 tonnes in 2000. The crisis was preceded by the arrival of large tuna boats from the 
beginning of the 1990s. Until then, the activity of the small tuna boats depended on the 
abundance of tuna shoals near the coast. 
 
Currently, catches of tuna are at around 3 000 tonnes, although there are major fluctuations. The 
sharp drop in catches and subsequent fluctuations raise uncertainties regarding the state and 
dynamics of these resources. 
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Blue jack mackerel (Trachurus picturatus) and chub mackerel (Scomber japonicus) are the 
pelagic species fished by the seine fleet. It also catches much smaller quantities of sardines 
(Sardina pilchardus and Sardinella maderensis). Although the small pelagic catches are 
showing the typical fluctuations, there is a decline in catches of chub mackerel. 
 
Among the various fish are demersal species such as common seabream (Pagrus pagrus), 
blackspot seabream (Pagellus bogaraveo), forkbeard (Phycis phycis) and other, less significant 
species. 
 
Among the molluscs, limpets (Patella spp.) are very significant. The majority of catches of 
limpets come from the activity of divers. Smaller quantities of squid and octopus are also 
caught, which are significant due to their high price. Among the crustaceans, there is a small 
volume of catches of Northern prawns (Plesionika spp.). 
 
There is only one producers’ organisation, the Cooperativa de Pesca do Arquipélago da 
Madeira (COOPESCAMADEIRA). This producers’ organisation, based in Funchal, covers 
coastal and local fishing. In 2007 it involved 92 vessels, which represented 63% of Madeira’s 
fleet. As the boats that are part of COOPESCAMADEIRA include the largest boats, it 
represents around 80% of landings. 
 
Aquaculture has scarcely been developed in Madeira. In the 1990s business was brisk, but 
production ceased in 2000. In 2005 commercial production restarted, which produced 400 
tonnes in 2006, with a value of € 2.1 million. 
 
In 2001 the ‘Centro de Maricultura da Calheta’ was created with funding from the POSEI 
programme. This centre conducts research into the production of local species. Part of its 
activity is focused on the Marinova programme, funded by the ERDF as part of INTERREG, in 
cooperation with the Azores and the Canary Islands. Currently it is running two pilot projects 
(‘+Peixe’ and ‘Pargogen’) selected by the Regional Programme of Innovative Actions, which 
began in 2006, for a duration of three years. 
 
The objective of ‘+Peixe’ is the technical and economic assessment of the implementation of a 
pilot programme of fish repopulation with indigenous species and the development of 
innovative technologies to revitalise the demersal fish communities in the Autonomous Region 
of Madeira. The ‘Pargogen’ project aims to develop and perfect seabream production 
techniques, through genetic selection. 
 
After the tuna crisis at the beginning of this decade, canned fish production disappeared. 
However, under the applicable regulations of the Common Organisation of the Market in fish 
producers in Madeira may still be eligible for compensation in respect of tuna. Canned limpets 
are produced on a small scale.  
 
Currently in Madeira, the fisheries processing industry is centred on filleting. Black 
scabbardfish is filleted for the European market but also for Venezuela and Angola. A large 
proportion of the activity is also dedicated to filleting frozen tuna from Spain, the precooked 
fillets being sent to Spain and, to a lesser extent, Portugal, for canning. 
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5. Employment in Fisheries 
 
0.7% of the active population in Madeira is employed in fisheries. Employment in fisheries 
significantly declined at the beginning of this decade as a result of the tuna crisis. 
 
In 2007 there were 513 registered fishermen in Madeira. Between 2006, when there were 826 
fishermen, and 2007, there was a strong decline in the number of fishermen (-38%). The greatest 
declines took place in coastal seine fishing, multipurpose local fishing and multipurpose coastal 
fishing. The decline was relatively cushioned by the appearance of 192 multipurpose deep-sea 
fishermen. Until 2006, Madeira’s fishermen represented between 4 and 5% of the total number 
in Portugal. After the decline in 2007, this fell to 3%. 
 
The population employed in fisheries in Madeira is quite old. 9% of fishermen are over 55 and 
28% are under 35. However, this situation is slightly better than in Portugal as a whole, where 
19% of fishermen are in the oldest age bracket and the younger generations are not taking over 
as much, as only 20% of fishermen being under 35. 
 
The older fishermen are concentrated in two towns in the south of Madeira, Câmara de Lobos 
and Caniçal. These two towns are highly dependent on fishing, and highly specialised, Câmara 
de Lobos in black scabbardfish and Caniçal in tuna. Consequently they are in a vulnerable 
position, given the ageing of the fishermen. 
 
The five filleting businesses employ 164 people. Around 150 more people are employed in 
activities connected with fishing. 
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6.  Fishing Ports 
 
98% of the boats are registered in Funchal, and the remaining 2% are registered in Porto Santo. 
In Madeira there are seven ports where auctions are held, two of which (Funchal y Caniçal) 
make a significant volume of sales. As well as in Funchal and Caniçal, there are refrigeration 
facilities in Câmara de Lobos, Porto Santo and Porto Novo. 
 
In terms of landings, following the launch of the Caniçal auction in 2006, there are only two 
main ports. Just over 80% of the landings are made in Funchal, and around 15% in Caniçal. 
After the opening of the auction, activity in Caniçal, which was very much focused on tuna, is 
apparently beginning to diversify. Caniçal also has the advantage of being close to the free zone 
and the main processing industries. 
 
The remaining landings are made at other ports. The only ones worth noting are Câmara de 
Lobos, which is highly specialised in black scabbardfish, and Porto Santo. Each of them land 
1% of the total for the autonomous region. In Porto Santo, landings are largely catches of tuna. 
 
There are plans to transfer the activities from the Funchal fishing port to a new fishing port in 
Serrado do Mar, Câmara de Lobos, so that Funchal port can concentrate on tourist activities. 
Completion of the transfer of the auction and fishing port activities is anticipated for 2011. This 
move would be a good opportunity for Câmara de Lobos, but it is not without problems and 
risks, especially for a section of the fishermen in Funchal. 
 
Some small-quantity but high-value catches are landed at other small ports, given the specific 
characteristics of this activity. 
 
 


