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1. THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 

1.1. Key Facts and Figures 
 
Map 1: Map of the Federal Republic of Germany   

 

Source: www.infoplease.com/atlas/country/germany.html  

 
The Federal Republic of Germany is bordered to the North by the North Sea, Denmark, 
and the Baltic Sea; to the East by Poland and the Czech Republic; to the South by Austria 
and Switzerland; and to the West by France, Luxembourg, Belgium, and the Netherlands. 
The territory of Germany covers 356 854 km² and is influenced by a temperate seasonal 
climate. With 81.8 million inhabitants in January 2010 it has the largest population 
among the Member States of the European Union.  

 
Figure 1: Key data of the Federal Republic of Germany  

Area 356 854 km²  

Population 81.8 million (1/2010)f 
Population density (per km2) 229.9 (2007) 

Official language German 
Currency Euro 
GDP per capita (PPS) 115.6 (EU27=100, 2008) 
Real GDP growth rate -5.0% (2009), 1.2%f (2010), 1.6%f (2011) 
Unemployment rate 7.5% (2009) 
Inflation rate 0.2 (2009) 
Public debt 73.2% of GDP (2009) 

Source: Eurostat and "The EU at a glance", f=forecast 
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1.2. Politics 
Germany is a federal democracy. The 16 states have an important role in the legislative 
process at the federal level and independent responsibilities, particularly in the fields of 
education and policing. The current government is a coalition of the Christian Democratic 
Union/Christian Social Union (CDU/CSU) and the Liberal Party (FDP) under the Chancellor, 
Angela Merkel (CDU). It came into power after general elections in October 2009. 

 

1.3. Administrative Structures  
The states of Germany refer to the 16 states, known in German as Länder (singular 
Land), of the Federal Republic of Germany. Since Land is also the German word for 
"country", the term Bundesländer (federal states; singular Bundesland) is commonly used, 
though technically incorrect within the corpus of German law. 

The citizens of the states form the nation of Germany, and have the right of abode within 
the states. The area covered by the 16 states is completely and solely the territory of 
Germany. 

The cities of Berlin and Hamburg are states in their own right, while the State of Bremen 
consists of two cities, Bremen and Bremerhaven. These three are termed Stadtstaaten (city 
states). The remaining 13 states are termed Flächenländer (area states). 

The Basic Law of the Federal Republic of Germany, the federal constitution, stipulates that 
the structure of each federal state's government must "conform to the principles of 
republican, democratic, and social government, based on the rule of law" (Article 28[1]). 

Most of the states are governed by a cabinet led by a Ministerpräsident (Prime 
Minister), together with a unicameral legislative body known as the Landtag. The 
states are parliamentary republics and the relationship between their legislative and 
executive branches mirrors the one of the federal system: the legislatures are popularly 
elected for four or five years (depending on the state), and the Prime Minister is then 
chosen by a majority vote among the Landtag's members. The Prime Minister appoints a 
cabinet to run the state's agencies and to carry out the executive duties of the state's 
government. 

Politics at the state level often have implications for federal politics. Opposition victories in 
elections for state parliaments, which take place throughout the federal government's four-
year term, can weaken the federal government, because state governments have assigned 
seats in the Bundesrat, which has to give its approval to many laws after their scrutiny by 
the Bundestag (the federal parliament). 

The large states of Baden-Württemberg, Bavaria, Hesse, North Rhine-Westphalia and 
Saxony are divided into administrative regions, or Regierungsbezirke. In Rhineland-
Palatinate, the Regierungsbezirke were dissolved on 1 January 2000. 

Every state (except the city-states) consists of rural districts (Landkreise), district-free 
towns/cities (Kreisfreie Städte, in Baden-Württemberg also called urban districts, 
Stadtkreise), cities which are districts in their own right, or Kommunalverbände besonderer 
Art (local municipal association of a special kind). 

There are 313 Landkreise and 116 Kreisfreie Städte in Germany, making 429 
districts altogether. Each consists of an elected council and an executive chosen by 
either the council or the people, depending on the state. It is in charge of supervising the 
local government administration. The Landkreise have primary administrative functions in 
specific areas, such as highways, hospitals, and public utilities. 

Every rural district is subdivided into municipalities, while every urban district is a 
municipality in its own right. There are 12 141 municipalities, which are the smallest 
administrative units in Germany. Cities and towns are municipalities as well, which have 
city rights or town rights (Stadtrechte).  
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Gemeinden are ruled by elected councils and an executive, the mayor, who is chosen by 
either the council or the people, depending on the Bundesland. The "constitution" for the 
Gemeinden is created by the states and is uniform throughout a Bundesland (except for 
Bremen, which allows Bremerhaven to have its own constitution). 

 

1.4. Economy and Regional Disparities  
Being one of the most advanced industrial economies Germany is among the top  
countries in the world in terms of economic output with a GDP of 2 407 200 million EUR in 
2009. It is also in the group of EU Member States with the highest living standards in terms 
of GDP/capita with 29 406 EUR/inhabitant in 2009 and 115.6% of EU27 GDP/capita 
in 2008.  

Its economic performance is in particular due to a very well developed export activity 
placing Germany ahead of other countries in the 2007 exports of goods. During the recent 
financial crisis the country suffered from a GDP contraction of -5% in 2009 (compared 
to a EU27 average of -4.2%). However, it was doing better in terms of unemployment 
rate with an average of 7.4% in the first quarter of 2010 compared to a EU27 average of 
9.6% over the same period. 

From a sectoral perspective the service sector contributed with 72.6% most to the 
country's 2009 gross value added followed by the industry with 22%, construction sector 
with 4.6% and agriculture, forestry and fisheries with 0.8%. 

 

Figure 2: Federal states of Germany: GDP/capita 2009 (in EUR/inhabitant) 

 
Source: www.statistik.baden-wuerttemberg.de/VolkswPreise/Indikatoren/VW_wirtschaftskraft.asp  

 

Twenty years after the German reunification the division between East and West is still 
a determining factor for regional development. Indeed, in terms of economic regional 
disparities states that were part of the former German Democratic Republic are last in the 
country's 2009 GDP/capita list; with an average of 21 662 EUR/capita (except for Berlin 
with around 26 300 EUR/inhabitant) they clearly rank below the national average.  
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The same pattern holds with regard to unemployment with Eastern German states 
featuring a 2009 unemployment rate that was around 3-6 percentage points higher 
compared to the national average. They also had a clearly higher youth unemployment 
rate, representing a problem in particular for Berlin. With regard to the population trend 
the East-West division is likely to increase towards 2020 leaving the Eastern German 
regions, except for some local spots like Berlin, with a drop in their population.  

On grounds of the same indicators also the urban-rural dimension and the North-South 
dimension seem to be other two determining factors of regional development. 

 

Map 2: Trends in regional population development in Germany until 2020  

 
Source: NSRF 2007-2013 of Germany 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Translation of Map 2: 
 
Veränderung der 
Bevölkerungszahl 
zwischen 2002 und 
2020 

Change in 
population  between 
2002 and 2020 

Stark abnehmend Strong decrease 
Leicht abnehmend Slight decrease 
Stabil Stable 
Leicht zunehmend Slight increase 
Stark zunehmend Strong increase 
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Figure 3: Federal states of Germany: unemployment in 2009 

 Unemployment 
rate(1) Foreigners(1) 

Aged 15 till 
under 25 
years(1) 

Schleswig-Holstein 7.8 19.8 8.4 

Hamburg 8.6 17.5 8.1 

Lower Saxony 7.8 19.7 7.6 

Bremen 11.8 23.2 10.7 

North Rhine-Westphalia 8.9 20.8 8.5 

Hesse 6.8 14.8 7.0 

Rhineland-Palatinate 6.1 13.6 6.6 

Baden-Württemberg 5.1 11.6 4.6 

Bavaria 4.8 10.9 4.6 

Saarland 7.7 18.2 7.6 

Berlin 14.1 26.6 15.3 

Brandenburg 12.3 23.2 12.5 

Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern 13.5 23.4 12.0 

Saxony 12.9 24.6 12.5 

Saxony-Anhalt 13.6 26.1 13.0 

Thuringia 11.4 22.8 10.2 

Germany 8.2 16.6 7.8 
(1) in % of the civilian labour force 

Source: 
www.regionalstatistik.de/genesis/online/online;jsessionid=465D80EFA713DE76B355716BE0A14300?operation=ab
ruftabelleAbrufen&levelindex=1&levelid=1273232099400&index=14 
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2. BADEN WÜRTTEMBERG, RHINELAND-PALATINATE, 
METROPOLITAN REGION RHINE-NECKAR 

 
2.1. Baden-Württemberg 
 
Map 3 and 4: Maps of Baden-Württemberg 
  

 
 Source: Wikipedia        Source: http://deutschland.karten21.com/baden-wurttemberg.html  

 

Baden-Württemberg is one of the 16 states of Germany. Baden-Württemberg is in the 
South-Western part of the country to the East of the Upper Rhine, bordering Alsace 
(France) to the West, Switzerland to the South, Bavaria to the East and North-East, Hessen 
to the North, and Rhineland Palatinate to the North-West.  

Most of the major cities of Baden-Württemberg straddle the banks of the Neckar River, 
which runs centrally through the state (downstream (from South-West to the Centre, then 
North-West) first Tübingen, then Stuttgart, Heilbronn, Heidelberg, and Mannheim). It is 
third largest in both area and population among Germany's 16 states, with an area of       
35 742 km² and 10.7 million inhabitants (both almost equivalent to all of Belgium) for 
an average of around 300 inhabitants/km2. The state capital is Stuttgart. 

The Rhine (Rhein) forms the Western border as well as large portions of the Southern 
border. The Black Forest (Schwarzwald), the main mountain range of the state, rises East 
of the Rhine valley. The high plateau Swabian Alb (Schwäbische Alp) between Neckar, 
Black Forest and Danube is an important European watershed. Baden-Württemberg shares 
Lake Constance (Bodensee; the border with Switzerland is the middle of the lake) with 
Switzerland, the foothills of the Alps (known as the Allgäu) with Switzerland, Bavaria and 
Austria (Vorarlberg forms part of the South-Eastern bank of Lake Constance, but doesn't 
border Baden-Württemberg over land). 

The Danube (Donau) river has its source in Baden-Württemberg near the town of 
Donaueschingen, in a place called Furtwangen in the Black Forest. 
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Politics and Administration 

The politics of Baden-Württemberg are dominated by the conservative Christian Democratic 
Union of Germany (CDU), who has led all but one government since the establishment of 
the state in 1952. The CDU currently rules in coalition with the liberal Free Democratic 
Party. The opposition is led by the leftist Social Democratic Party of Germany and the 
Alliance '90/The Greens party. Current Prime Minister Stefan Mappus (CDU) came into 
office after his predecessor, Günther H. Oettinger, had joined the European Commission.   

In its executive role the state government (Landesregierung) consists of the Prime 
Minister, eleven ministers, one state secretary and one state counsellor and takes decisions 
with regard to legislative bills, to general political orientations and to important 
administrative and personnel matters. The legislative power relies with the state 
parliament (Landtag) formed of 139 deputies for the 2006-2011 period and headed by its 
President Peter Straub (CDU). 

Baden-Württemberg is divided into the four administrative districts (Regierungsbezirke) of 
Freiburg, Karlsruhe, Stuttgart, and Tübingen. Moreover there are 12 regions (Regionen) 
and their regional organisation (mostly Regionalverband), 35 rural districts (Landkreise), 
nine city districts (Stadtkreise) and 1 101 municipalities. All these areas are interlinked in 
different ways (e.g. the municipalities are under the legal supervision of the federal state, 
the rural districts complement the activities of the municipalities). The metropolitan region 
Rhine-Neckar as one of the 12 regions is among those that include territories from different 
states - in this case Baden-Württemberg, Rhineland-Palatinate and Hesse.      

Map 5: Administrative divisions of Baden-Württemberg (districts) 
 

 Source: Wikipedia 
 

1. Alb-Donau  
2. Biberach  
3. Bodensee  
4. Böblingen 
5. Breisgau 

Hochschwarzwald  
6. Calw  
7. Konstanz  
8. Emmendingen  
9. Enz  
10. Esslingen  
11. Freudenstadt  

12. Göppingen 
13. Heidenheim  
14. Heilbronn  
15. Hohenlohe  
16. Karlsruhe  
17. Lörrach  
18. Ludwigsburg  
19. Main-Tauber  
20. Neckar-Odenwald-Kreis  
21. Ortenaukreis  
22. Ostalbkreis  
23. Rastatt  

24. Ravensburg 
25. Rems-Murr-Kreis  
26. Reutlingen  
27. Rhein-Neckar-Kreis  
28. Rottweil  
29. Schwäbisch Hall  
30. Schwarzwald-Baar-Kreis  
31. Sigmaringen  
32. Tübingen  
33. Tuttlingen  
34. Waldshut  
35. Zollernalbkreis  
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Economy  

Baden-Württemberg is one of the most prosperous states in Germany, ranking third 
among the non-urban federal states with a GDP/capita of 31 982 EUR in 2009. 
Compared to the national average (8.2% in 2009) it also has a low unemployment rate 
(5.1% in 2009).  

A number of well-known enterprises are headquartered in the state, for example 
Daimler AG, Porsche, Robert Bosch GmbH (automobile industry), Carl Zeiss AG (optics), 
and SAP AG (largest software enterprise in Europe). In spite of this, Baden-Württemberg's 
economy is dominated by small and medium-sized enterprises.  

Although poor in natural resources (formerly lead, zinc, iron, silver, copper and salts) and 
still rural in many areas, the region is heavily industrialised. In 2003, there were almost     
8 800 manufacturing enterprises with more than 20 employees, but only 384 with more 
than 500. The latter category accounts for 43% of the 1.2 million persons employed in 
industry. The Mittelstand or mid-sized company is the backbone of the Baden-
Württemberg economy. Medium-sized businesses and a tradition of branching out into 
different industrial sectors have ensured specialisation over a wide range.  

A fifth of the "old" Federal Republic's industrial gross value added is generated by 
Baden-Württemberg. Turnover for manufacturing in 2003 exceeded 240 000 million, 
43% of which came from exports. The region depends to some extent on global economic 
developments, though the great adaptability of the region's economy has generally helped 
it through crises.  

Half of the employees in the manufacturing industry are in mechanical and electrical 
engineering and automobile construction. This is also where the largest enterprises 
are to be found. The importance of the precision mechanics industry also extends 
beyond the region's borders, as does that of the optical, clock making, toy, metallurgy and 
electronics industries. The textile industry, which formerly dominated much of the region, 
has now all but disappeared from Baden-Württemberg.  

Research and development (R&D) is funded jointly by the state and industry. In 2001, 
more than a fifth of the approx. 100 000 persons working in R&D in Germany were located 
in Baden-Württemberg, most of them in the Stuttgart area. 

A study performed in 2007 by the public relations campaign "Initiative for New Social 
Market Economy" (Initiative Neue Soziale Marktwirtschaft) and the trade newspaper 
Wirtschaftswoche awarded Baden-Württemberg for being the "economically most successful 
and most dynamic state" among the 16 states. 

The state has the highest density of academic institutions of any territorial state (i.e. 
excluding Berlin and Hamburg) in Germany. Baden-Württemberg is home to some of the 
oldest, most renowned and prestigious universities in Germany, such as the universities of 
Heidelberg, Freiburg and Tübingen. It also contains four of the nine German 'excellence 
universities' (Heidelberg, Freiburg, Karlsruhe and Konstanz). 

Baden-Württemberg is a popular holiday destination rivaled in Germany only by Bavaria 
in its natural landscapes and variety of culinary and cultural offering and its possibilities for 
outdoor activities 
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2.2. Rhineland-Palatinate 
 
Map 6 and 7: Maps of Rhineland-Palatinate   
 

 
Source: Wikipedia  Source: http://deutschland.karten21.com/rheinland-pfalz.html  

 

Rhineland-Palatinate (Rheinland-Pfalz) has an area of 19 853 km2 and about 4 
million inhabitants. It borders to the North North Rhine-Westphalia, to the South 
Saarland and France, to the East Baden-Württemberg and Hesse and to the West 
Luxembourg and Belgium. Its capital is Mainz.  

Passing from the North to the South the landscape of the state is characterised by the low 
mountain ranges of Eifel, Westerwald, Hunsrück and Taunus and the Pfälzer Wald. It is also 
shaped by lowland and hill areas such as the Oberrheinische Tiefebene or the 
Rheinhessische Hügelland as well as by some of Germany's most famous rivers, in 
particular Rhine, Mosel, Saar und Lahn.   

The landscape is also influenced by the state’s well-known wine productions which 
constitute together with its castles and the famous Loreley-cliff some of its main touristic 
attractions.  

 

Politics and Administration 

Rhineland-Palatinate has been characterised by a long period of CDU ruling (e.g. under the 
lead of former Chancellor Helmut Kohl) before switching to a SPD leadership in 1991. 
Currently Rhineland-Palatinate's executive is led by Prime Minister Kurt Beck (SPD). 
Together with seven ministers and two state secretaries he constitutes the state 
government (Landesregierung).  

The state parliament (Landtag) is formed of 101 members elected for the period 2006-
2011 and is among others in charge of electing the Prime Minister, confirming the 
government, adopting legislation and defining the state budget. Joachim Mertes (SPD) is 
the current President of the state parliament.  

From an administrative point of view Rhineland-Palatinate is divided into 24 rural 
districts, formerly grouped into the three administrative regions of Koblenz, Trier and 
Rheinhessen-Pfalz. In 2000 those regions were dissolved and replaced by three 
administrative entities (Aufsichts- und Dienstleistungsdirektion Trier and Struktur- und 
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Genehmigungsdirektionen Nord and Süd) which execute certain competences over the 
whole state (or parts of it) rather than all competences on the region’s former territory  

 
Map 8: Administrative divisions of Rhineland-Palatinate (districts)  

 
Source: Wikipedia 

1. Ahrweiler  
2. Altenkirchen  
3. Alzey-Worms  
4. Bad Dürkheim  
5. Bad Kreuznach  
6. Bernkastel-Wittlich  
7. Birkenfeld  
8. Bitburg-Prüm  

9. Cochem-Zell  
10. Vulkaneifel  
11. Donnersbergkreis  
12. Germersheim  
13. Kaiserslautern  
14. Kusel  
15. Rhein-Pfalz-Kreis  
16. Mainz-Bingen  

17. Mayen-Koblenz  
18. Neuwied  
19. Rhein-Hunsrück  
20. Rhein-Lahn  
21. Südliche Weinstraße  
22. Südwestpfalz  
23. Trier-Saarburg  
24. Westerwaldkreis  

 

Despite the rural districts there are twelve urban districts which are identified on the 
map with letters: Frankenthal (F), Kaiserslautern (Ka), Coblenz (Ko), Landau (La), 
Ludwigshafen (Rheinpfalz-Kreis) (L), Mainz (M), Neustadt (Weinstraße) (N), Pirmasens 
(P), Spires (S), Trier (T), Worms (W), Zweibrücken (Z).  

 

Economy  

Compared to other federal states of Germany Rhineland-Palatinate ranks within the lower-
middle field (and last of the Western German states) with a GDP/capita of 25 511 EUR in 
2009; the same year it had a GDP growth rate of -5%. With 6% in April 2010 the state's 
unemployment rate continued its trend below the national average (around 8.1% in 
April 2010).  

In 2008 agriculture, forestry and fishery contributed with 1.3%, industrial production with 
28.5%, construction with 4.5%, commerce, tourism and transport with 17.1%, financing, 
renting and business services with 24.8% and public and private services with 23.8% to 
the state's gross value added.  

In terms of industry important sectors include chemicals (e.g. BASF in Ludwigshafen), 
pharmaceuticals (e.g. Boehringer Ingelheim) automotive and mechanical engineering (e.g. 
Daimler Truck plant in Wörth) or beverages (e.g. Bitburger brewery, Königsbacher 
brewery). Compared to the national level the industrial sector contributes more to the 
state's value added; with around 48% exports hold a higher share in the total 2009 
processing industry turnover than on national level (around 44%). Also due to its export 
dependency the state’s industry was relatively more affected by the recent financial crisis.   
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On the other hand the service sector resisted better to external pressures compared to 
the national average with a lost of 1% of its value added.  This sector is characterised by a 
high degree of small enterprises complemented by a series of bigger undertakings (e.g. 
Debeka insurance). Another important activity is the commerce of natural resources, 
agricultural and forestry products (e.g. wood, stones) and jewellery.  

The state's agriculture turns around (sparkling) wine production. Indeed, Rhineland-
Palatinate is Germany's wine land assembling some of the most important wine territories 
of the country (Rheinhessen, Ahr, Mittelrhein, Mosel-Saar-Ruwer, Nahe and Pfalz). Among 
the grape varieties cultivated on around 64 300 hectare are Riesling, Müller-Thurgau and 
Silvaner.  

The state's low mountain areas are an important source for its forestry business. Moreover 
the agricultural diversity is characterized by meadowlands, harvests of cereals, primarily 
wheat and barley, vegetables, tobacco as well as orchards which place the state third in 
Germany's ranking of fruit production. Overall around 37% of the state territory is used for 
agricultural activities.  

 

2.3. Metropolitan Region Rhine-Neckar  
Context: The Regions within German Spatial Planning Policy  

In Germany actors of different levels – central state, federal state, municipalities - 
participate in spatial planning, including the regions1 whose activities cover parts of a 
federal state. Regional planning ranges from formulating and updating the planning 
documents for the regional territory (e.g. Regionalplan) to the participation in the 
elaboration of relevant documents and initiatives on the higher-vertical level (i.e. federal 
state) and is linked to initiatives to support and foster the development of the area 
(regional development).  

In order to fulfil these tasks some federal states have created corporations under public 
law (Körperschaften des öffentlichen Rechts), while others assigned them to the 
administration (e.g. federal state or districts) or involve both.   

In case of Baden-Württemberg 12 so-called “regional alliances” (Regionalverbände) – 
overall corresponding to the current 12 regions referred to at point 2.1 – have been created 
as of January 1973. The regional alliance Rhine-Neckar-Odenwald (Regionalverband Rhein-
Neckar-Odenwald, former Regionalverband Unterer Neckar) was until the end 2005 one of 
the regional alliances of Baden-Württemberg and was consequently integrated in today's 
metropolitan region Rhine Neckar (MRN).  

In Rhineland-Palatinate the “planning associations” (Planungsgemeinschaften) are 
the counterpart of the “regional alliances” in Baden Württemberg. Formerly five, nowadays 
four such entities exist; like the regional alliance Rhine-Neckar-Odenwald the planning 
association Rhine-Palatinate (Planungsgemeinschaft Rheinpfalz) was integrated in the MRN.  

By way of example the organisational structure of such regional entities is outlined for 
the case of a regional alliance of Baden-Württemberg: It normally disposes of a 
decision making assembly (Verbandsversammlung), a president (Verbandsvorsitzende) 
and a director (Verbandsdirektor) who assists the president in the fulfilment of his/her 
tasks (e.g. representative of the regional alliance or preparation and implementation of the 
assembly’s decisions). In order to take care of the daily business of the alliance the director 
is supported by an administrative structure (Geschäftsstelle des Verbands or 
Verbandsverwaltung).  

 

 

                                                 
1  Please note that the correct term to designate these entities varies according to the federal state in question; 

the same holds for their planning documents (e.g. Regionalplan).  



Economic, Social and Territorial Situation of Germany (Metropolitan Region Rhine-Neckar) 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

 21 

History and Functioning 

The area of today’s metropolitan region Rhine-Neckar has a long tradition of cooperation 
between different federal states. After initiatives in the 1950s, the First State Contract 
between Hesse, Baden-Württemberg and Rhineland-Palatinate (Erster Staatsvertrag) of 
1969 allowed for a more coherent cooperation in form of the consequent creation of the 
“spatial planning alliance Rhine-Neckar” (Raumordnungsverband Rhein-Neckar).  

Consequently two other pillars of today’s metropolitan region were created: In 1989 the 
spatial planning alliance Rhine-Neckar and representatives of the economic sector 
established the “association Rhine-Neckar-Triangle” (Rhein-Neckar-Dreieck e.V.), while 
2003 the “Initiative Future Rhine-Neckar-Triangle” (Initiative Zukunft Rhein-Neckar-
Dreieck) was created with the participation of the BASF.  

In 2005 the region became officially an “European metropolitan region”. The same 
year a new State Contract between the three participating federal states allowed to 
integrate as of 2006 the three aforementioned pillars as well as the two respective 
regional organisations of Baden-Württemberg and Rhineland-Palatinate (see above) into 
the organisation of today’s metropolitan region Rhine-Neckar: 

 Alliance region Rhine-Neckar (Verband Region Rhein-Neckar) is in charge of 
the spatial planning, the cross-border regional planning and the regional 
development. In particular it elaborates a regional plan and coordinates various 
issues such as transport, economic support, fairs and cultural and sports events. It 
disposes of a decision-making assembly (96 seats distributed among the 
representatives of the districts and municipalities of the region), a president (Eva 
Lohse, lord mayor of Ludwigshafen) and a director heading an administration of 
around 30 persons in Mannheim. 

 Association future metropolitan region Rhine-Neckar (Zukunft 
Metropolregion Rhein-Neckar e.V.) is an association aiming at fostering the 
region's identity and activating its potential. It provides support for networking and 
beneficial projects in the fields of science, research, education, health, arts, culture, 
sports, regional identity as well as local history and geography and facilitates the 
dialogue between the political, economic and scientific actors of the region. 

 Chambers of industry and commerce of Rhine-Neckar, Palatinate and 
Darmstadt; 

 Metropolitan region Rhine-Neckar limited company (Metropolregion Rhein-
Neckar GmbH) is an operative platform under the guidance of the three 
aforementioned entities. Among others it implements projects, coordinates and 
supports (newly) established regional networks and takes care of marketing. 

 Scheme 1: Organisation chart of the metropolitan region Rhine-Neckar 

 

 Translation of scheme 1: 
 
Strategischer 
Dialog 

Strategic 
dialogue 

Beschlüsse der 
Gesellschafter- 
versammlung 

Decisions of 
the 
shareholder 
assembly 

Geschäftsstelle Local offices 
Operative  
Regional- 
entwicklung 

Operative 
regional 
development 

  

Source: www.m-r-n.com/1061.0.html?&L=target%3D_top%29
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Territorial, Social and Economic Situation  

At the crossroads of the three federal states Baden-Württemberg, Hesse and 
Rhineland-Palatinate the metropolitan region Rhine-Neckar is built around the three 
cities of Ludwigshafen, Mannheim and Heidelberg and their surrounding area.  

Map 9 and 10: Maps of the metropolitan region Rhine-Neckar  

 

Source: www.vrrn.de/fileadmin/Subportal-VRRN-Redaktion/images/Karten/Karte-Lage_in_D.gif  

The metropolitan region contains or borders some of the wider-regions most important 
natural phenomena such as the Rhine, one of the most-important water highways in 
Europe, the Neckar river, the Rhine lowlands or the two low mountain ranges of Odenwald 
and Pfälzerwald which is Germany's biggest continuous forest area.  

With some 2.4 million inhabitants and an area of 5 637 km2 the metropolitan region 
ranks seventh among Germany's high density areas. It its characterised by a polycentric 
settlement structure spanning from the three densely populated cities (with mostly over 
1 600 inhabitants/km2) to middle and smaller cities and to rural areas featuring in part a 
population density of less than 100 inhabitants/km2.  

Map 11: Population of the metropolitan region Rhine-Neckar  

 
Source: www.vrrn.de/fileadmin/Subportal-VRRN-Redaktion/images/Karten/Bevoelkerung_2008.gif  

Source: www.m-r-n.com/1062.0.html  

Translation of map 11:  
 
Bevölkerung Population 
Bevölkerungs- 
dichte 

Population 
density 

Einwohner Inhabitants 
Gemeinden mit 
mehr als       
15 000 
Einwohnern 

Municipalities 
with more than 
15 000 
inhabitants 

Grenzen Borders 
Kreisgrenzen District borders 
 



Economic, Social and Territorial Situation of Germany (Metropolitan Region Rhine-Neckar) 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

 23 

 Figure 4: Economic structure of the metropolitan region Rhine-Neckar (2007) 

 

Gross value 
added  

(million  
EUR) 

Agriculture  
(%) 

Industry  
(%) 

Services  
(%) 

Landkreis Bergstraße 5 643 0.7 29.2 70.1 
Frankenthal 1 185 0.7 43.5 55.8 
Landau 1 368 0.9 17.6 81.6 
Ludwigshafen 8 885 0.2 67.7 32.1 
Neustadt a.d.W. 1 133 1.6 14.5 83.9 
Speyer 1 570 0.2 28.7 71.1 
Worms 2 008 1.1 39.1 59.8 
Landk. Bad Dürkheim 2 108 3.6 23.9 72.5 
Landk. Germersheim 3 212 1.3 55.9 42.8 
Südliche Weinstraße 1 817 4.9 27.8 67.3 
Rhein-Pfalz-Kreis 1 762 3.7 17.2 79.1 
Heidelberg 5 647 0.3 24.1 75.6 
Mannheim 13 854 0.1 39.1 60.8 
Neckar-Odenwald-Kreis 3 657 1.3 41.3 57.4 
Rhein-Neckar-Kreis 12 409 0.6 30.0 69.4 
     
Region Rhine-Neckar 66 259 0.8 37.6 61.6 
Germany 2 171 210 0.9 30.4 68.7 

Source: AK "Volkswirtschaftliche Gesamtrechnungen der Länder" (published in July 2009) as in 
www.vrrn.de/1283.0.html 

 

The region's economy counts over 134 000 enterprises including a series of international 
well-known companies such as BASF, SAP or the Heidelberger Druckmaschinen. In 
2007 gross value added amounted to 66.3 billion EUR out of which the service sector 
accounted for the largest share (61.6%), followed by the industrial sector (37.6%) and the 
agricultural sector (0.8%). The same year the GDP/capita was with 31 278 EUR some    
2 000 EUR higher than the national average. In 2008 56.8% of the industrial production of 
goods was exported. With 6.2% the region's unemployment rate recently laid more than 
2 percentage points below the national average (8.5%).  

The region disposes of a vast transportation net including various motorways, Germany's 
second train station for long distance connections (Mannheim) and one of Europe's largest 
inland ports (Mannheim/Ludwigshafen). It also has a sound scientific and research base 
hosting among others Germany's first university (Heidelberg) as well as around 83 000 
students and being region of origin of 15 Nobel Prize laureates.  

In terms of research and development life sciences and biotechnology are among the 
region's excellence sectors. With regard to life sciences, for example, the region is one of 
Germany's leading locations thanks to a combination of research institutes (e.g. German 
Cancer Research Centre, European Laboratory for Molecular Biology, Centre for Molecular 
Biology), universities, innovative start-ups and market leaders in relevant sectors (e.g. 
BASF, Roche Diagnostics). Moreover structures such as the InnovationLab GmbH (iL), a 
regional research and transfer platform of scientific and economic actors, and a series of 
clusters (e.g. BioRN, the cluster for cell-based and molecular medicine, 
"Energy&Environment", the ERDF supported energy efficiency cluster) facilitate the region's 
competitiveness. 
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Perspective and Future 

In case of the MRN the Alliance region Rhine-Neckar (Verband Region Rhein-Neckar) is 
responsible for  

 Regional planning: It is preparing the Regional plan Rhine-Neckar 2020 
intended as a master plan for spatial development until 2020 that will replace a 
series of individual planning documents currently in force. The finalisation of the 
draft is envisaged for end 2010/beginning of 2011.  

 Regional development: It puts into practise several initiatives within its 
competences (e.g. coordination of activities of integrated transportation planning 
and management, regional tourism marketing). In terms of future oriented-projects 
the alliance - in cooperation with other stakeholders - has initiated among others 
the "Regional strategy for demographic change" (Regionalstrategie Demografischer 
Wandel). It aims at informing on demographic issues and implementing a series of 
projects in order to efficiently face this challenge. Among the measures put in place 
in 2009 were the creation of a working group of the municipal authorised agents for 
demography, the elaboration of a general concept (Leitbild) and the creation of a 
corresponding internet portal.  

In addition to the alliance's formal competences, the other actors of the MRN (see 
organisation chart above) are engaged in various initiatives around the common goal of 
making the MRN one of the most attractive and competitive regions in Europe by 
2025. 

 
2.4. Mannheim, Heidelberg and Ludwigshafen 
Mannheim 

Mannheim lies at the conjunction of two rivers (Rhine and Neckar) around 70 km South of 
Frankfurt and 140 km North-West of Stuttgart and is with 322 878 inhabitants and an 
area of around 145 km2 the second largest city in Baden-Württemberg after Stuttgart.  

Being assigned its first town privileges at the beginning of the 17th century, Mannheim 
recently celebrated its 400th anniversary. It is also referred to as "town of squares" 
(Quadratstadt) due to the fact that its central part is laid out in a block pattern (similarly to 
the shape of many North American cities). Mannheim's name is linked to many famous 
inventors such as Carl Benz, inventor of the modern automobile, and Werner von Siemens 
who created the first electrical elevator in the city in 1880.  

Today the city can count on a range of important companies including Daimler, ABB, 
Roche, or Unilever. Among its most important industrial sectors figure the metal, chemical 
and mechanical and electrical engineering industry as well as the alimentary, media and 
editing industry (e.g. Brockhaus). The city also has an important service sector including 
several insurances.  

In 2007 the city had a gross value added of 13 854 million EUR out of which 
agriculture, forestry and fishery contributed with 0.1%, industry with 39% and services 
with 61%. In April 2010 it had an unemployment rate of 7.9%.  

Elected for five years in June 2009 Mannheim's municipal council takes decisions in a 
variety of areas such as building development schemes or fiscal matters. It consists of 48 
honorary city councillors and a lord mayor, Peter Kurz (SPD), who also heads the 
administration. Currently the SPD detains one seat more than the CDU, followed by the 
Greens, the FDP, the "Mannheimer list" and the left party "DIE LINKE".    

The city is divided into 17 city districts (Stadtbezirke), each of which has a council of 12 
members (Bezirksbeirat) acting as an advisor to the city council and the administration.  
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Map 12: City districts of Mannheim 

 
Source: www.morgenweb.de/region/mannheim/stadtteile/index.html  

Heidelberg 

Heidelberg lies in Baden-Württemberg to the South-East of the city of Mannheim on an 
area of 109 km2 and counts a population of 145 636 inhabitants. The city looks back on 
more than 800 years of history.  

In 2007 the city had a gross value added of 5 647 million EUR out of which agriculture, 
forestry and fishery contributed with 0.28%, industry with 24% and services with 76%. The 
same year its GDP/employed person2 amounted to 58 371 EUR. In April 2010 its 
unemployment rate was 6.4%.  

Germany's oldest university which ranks amongst the German "elite" universities is 
based in Heidelberg as well as the Academy of Sciences (Akademie der Wissenschaften). 
Among the various research institutions are the German Cancer Research Centre (DKFZ), 
the European Molecular Biology Laboratory (EMBL) and several Max Planck Institutes. 

The city also hosts renowned international companies including ABB, Heidelberger 
Druckmaschinen, HeidelbergCement, Henkel, Lamy, SAP and SAS and a technology park 
being one of the three most important biotechnology centres in Germany. 

Elected for five years in June 2009 Heidelberg's municipal council consists of 40 honorary 
city councillors and a lord mayor, Eckart Würzner (not affiliated). Currently the CDU 
detains two seats more than the SPD, followed by the Greens, the FDP and other 
formations. 

Regarding the future in 1997 Heidelberg issued the "Heidelberg City Development Plan 
2010" with the aim to secure the city's historic unique character while striving for a 
"socially responsible, environmentally friendly and economically successful future 
development3". In 2006 this plan was partially updated - becoming the "Heidelberg City 
Development Plan 2015" - in order to take into account for demographic challenges. 
Various (implementation) reports shed light on the city's achievements with regard to the 
objectives outlined therein.   

                                                 
2   Refers to persons with employment, however not necessarily limited to employees.  
3  City of Heidelberg (2006), Heidelberg City Development Plan 2015, Guidelines and Goals, p. 11.  
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Heidelberg is active in the battle against climate change. It is member of the Covenant 
of Mayor, a pact between signatory towns and cities to reduce CO2 emissions at least by 
20% by 2020 by increasing energy efficiency and the use of renewable energy sources. In 
October 2009 Heidelberg and the alliance region Rhine-Neckar started an initiative to 
inform and commit more municipalities to the Covenant project; among those having 
expressed interest are Mannheim and Ludwigshafen. Heidelberg has also succeeded in 
reducing the CO2 emissions of its public buildings by some 40%. 

 
Map 13: City districts of Heidelberg 

 
Source: www.heidelberg.de/servlet/PB/menu/1157970_l2/index.html  

 

Ludwigshafen 

Situated in front of Mannheim across the Rhine Ludwigshafen is the second largest city of 
the MRN and part of the federal state Rhineland-Palatinate. It has a population of      
167 510 (2009, 19.4% foreigners), an area of 77.68 km2.  Ludwigshafen is a young city 
having celebrated its 150th anniversary in 2003.  

The chemical industry (e.g. BASF) plays an important role for the city's economy with 
around 40 000 people working in the sector. Other important sectors include the 
pharmaceutical and the health sector and logistics.  

In 2007 the city had a gross value added of 8 885 million EUR out of which agriculture, 
forestry and fishery contributed with 0.2%, industry with 68% and services with 32%. The 
gross value added/inhabitant is around 51 185 EUR a year. In December 2008 the 
city had an unemployment rate of 9% (compared to Mannheim with 7.6% and 
Heidelberg with 5.9%) and a youth unemployment rate amongst employees of 
10.3% (compared to Mannheim with 3.8% and Heidelberg with 3.6%).  

Elected for the period 2009-2014 Ludwigshafen's city council consists of 60 members. 
Currently the SPD detains one seat more than the CDU, followed by the Greens, the FDP 
and other formations. Since 2002 Eva Lohse (CDU) has been the city's lord mayor.  

Since 1997 the city has been actively engaged in a debate on its future elaborating the 
"City Development Concept 2010" (Stadtentwicklungskonzept 2010) that consequently 
influenced the formulation of the area use plan (Flächennutzungsplan), however without 
being adopted as a standing concept. The city has continued its efforts through initiatives 
like the organisation of the conference "Future Forum Ludwigshafen 2020" in 2004 or the 
elaboration of a tailored development concept for the inner-city (Entwicklungskonzept 
Innenstadt) in 2006.   
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3.  COHESION POLICY IN GERMANY 

3.1.  Distribution of Competences and Responsibilities with regard 
to Cohesion Policy Implementation   

Like in other EU Member States the ERDF is implemented on grounds of the National 
Strategic Reference Framework (NSRF) serving as basis for the various OP. The Federal 
Ministry of economics and technology (Bundesministerium für Wirtschaft und Technologie) 
ensures the general coordination of the ERDF and between the ERDF and ESF, among 
others by taking care of the according negotiations and clarifications at EU level.  

However, in terms of competences normally the federal states are in charge of their 
ROP (both for ERDF and ESF) with exception of two national OP (ERDF national OP 
transport and ESF national OP). Moreover with regard to the European Territorial 
Cooperation (ETC) the responsibility for management and implementation depends on the 
respective OP.  

Overall the division of competences looks as follows: 

 

Table 1: Managing authorities of Structural Funds in Germany 

OP Managing authority 

ERDF ROP Respective authorities within the federal states (see for example 
table 2) 

ERDF national OP 
transport 

Federal Ministry of transport, building and urban development 
(Bundesministerium für Verkehr, Bau und Stadtentwicklung) 

ESF ROP 

Respective authorities within the federal states such as  
 Baden-Württemberg: Ministry of labour, social order, family 

and elderly persons (Ministerium für Arbeit und 
Sozialordnung, Familien und Senioren);  

 Rhineland-Palatinate: Ministry of labour, social affairs, 
health, family and women (Ministerium für Arbeit, Soziales, 
Gesundheit, Familie und Frauen). 

ESF national OP Federal Ministry of labour and social affairs (Bundesministerium 
für Arbeit und Soziales) 

Source: http://www.bmwi.de/Dateien/BMWi/PDF/foerderdatenbank/nationaler-strategischer-rahmenplan-
broschuere,property=pdf,bereich=bmwi,sprache=de,rwb=true.pdf (adapted) 
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In the federal states dealt with in the present note, the implementation tasks are divided as 
follows:  

 

Table 2: ERDF ROP authorities: Baden-Württemberg and Rhineland-Palatinate 

Authority Baden-Württemberg Rhineland-
Palatinate Responsibilities 

Managing 
authority 

(MA) 

Ministry of rural space, 
nutrition and consumer 
protection (Ministerium 
für Ländlichen Raum, 
Ernährung und 
Verbraucherschutz) 

Ministry of economics, 
transport, agriculture 
and viticulture 
(Ministerium für 
Wirtschaft, Verkehr, 
Landwirtschaft und 
Weinbau) 

General management, 
supervision and  
implementation 
according to the 
principle of sound 
financial  management 

Certifying 
authority 

Ministry of rural space, 
nutrition and consumer 
protection  

Ministry of economics, 
transport, agriculture 
and viticulture 

Certification of 
expenditure declarations 
and applications for 
payments 

Audit 
authority 

Ministry of finance 
(Finanzministerium) 

Ministry of economics, 
transport, agriculture 
and viticulture 
(independent control 
entity - unabhängige 
Prüfstelle) 

Audit of the 
management and 
control systems 

Intermediate 
bodies 

Among others three 
state ministries  

Different state 
ministries as well as 
the Investment and 
structural bank of 
Rhineland-Palatinate 
(Investitions- und 
Strukturbank 
Rheinland-Pfalz) 

Support the Managing 
authority in the ROP 
implementation 

Source: ERDF ROP Baden-Württemberg and ERDF ROP Rhineland-Palatinate (Summary) (adapted) 
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3.2.   Overview: Structural Funds in Germany 2007-2013 
 

Map 14: Germany's NUTS 2 regions 

 

Source: European Commission 

 

For 2007–13, Germany has been allocated 26.4 billion EUR in total: 

 16.1 billion EUR under the Convergence Objective (ERDF and ESF);  

 9.4 billion EUR under the Regional Competitiveness and Employment 
Objective (ERDF and ESF); 

 850 million EUR under the European Territorial Cooperation Objective (23 
ETC programmes; ERDF only). 

Brandenburg, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt, Thuringia and Luneburg 
fall under the Convergence Objective. There are 15.26 million citizens living in 
"Convergence regions" in Germany. All other regions fall under the Competitiveness and 
Employment Objective.  

Germany has translated its strategic priorities into 34 ROP (two ROP per Bundesland and 
Luneburg respectively for ERDF and ESF). In addition, there are two programmes at federal 
level (for transport and for education and training activities). 

Germany has made a strong commitment to gear its Structural Funds investment towards 
Lisbon-related activities promoting growth and jobs, with a focus inter alia on the 
promotion of innovation, the knowledge economy and sustainable public transport. High 
allocations in relative terms are foreseen to support SMEs (up to some 3.7 billion EUR), 
touching more than 127 000 SMEs. A further 1 billion EUR of funding at both federal and 
state level is targeting business start-ups through coaching and training. Several new 
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financial engineering instruments specifically for SMEs, as well as loan schemes, are 
available, worth a combined total of 1.3 billion EUR. Some 8 billion EUR will be invested in 
activities directly linked to Research & Development (R&D) and innovation. The focus will 
be on helping research and business networks develop research intensive products and 
services. Over five thousand R&D projects are to be supported. Over the 2007–13 period 
2.9 billion EUR of EU funds will be spent on improving education and training.  

 

Table 3: Attribution of EU Structural Funds in Germany   

Operational Programme Fund Total 

Convergence Objective 

Brandenburg ESF 620 249 615 

Mecklenburg-Vorpommern ESF 417 473 463 

Lower Saxony - Region Luneburg ESF 210 010 942 

Saxony ESF 871 859 914 

Saxony-Anhalt ESF 643 930 752 

Thuringia  ESF 629 009 103 

Federal Level ESF 1 325 569 051 

Brandenburg ERDF 1 498 732 588 

Lower Saxony - Region Luneburg ERDF 589 000 000 

Mecklenburg-Vorpommern ERDF 1 252 420 390 

Saxony ERDF 3 091 139 706 

Saxony-Anhalt ERDF 1 931 792 253 

Thuringia ERDF 1 477 687 909 

Transport ERDF Federal Level ERDF 1 520 319 639 

Total ESF  4 718 102 840 

Total ERDF  11 361 092 485 

Total Convergence  16 079 195 325 
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Regional Competitiveness and Employment 

Baden-Württemberg ESF 265 998 586 

Bavaria ESF 310 059 703 

Berlin ESF 335 976 031 

Bremen ESF 89 054 742 

Hamburg ESF 91 152 890 

Hesse ESF 186 735 204 

Lower Saxony (without Luneburg) ESF 237 090 765 

North Rhine-Westphalia ESF 683 996 369 

Rhineland-Palatinate ESF 113 766 267 

Saarland ESF 86 490 338 

Schleswig-Holstein ESF 100 011 739 

Federal Level ESF 2 162 219 289 

Baden-Württemberg ERDF 143 400 068 

Bavaria ERDF 575 934 188 

Berlin ERDF 875 589 810 

Bremen ERDF 142 006 631 

Hamburg ERDF 35 268 791 

Hesse ERDF 263 454 159 

Lower Saxony (without Luneburg) ERDF 638 769 613 

North Rhine-Westphalia ERDF 1 283 430 816 

Rhineland-Palatinate ERDF 217 613 760 

Saarland ERDF 197 512 437 

Schleswig-Holstein ERDF 373 888 769 

Total ESF  4 662 551 923 

Total ERDF  4 746 869 042 

Total RCE  9 409 420 965 

Source: European Commission 
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Given Germany’s federal structure, some 80% of these funds will be managed under 
the regional programmes of the federal states (see 3.1). The EU funds will contribute 
4.3 billion EUR to actions targeted at improving the environment. These actions include 
measures to combat climate change which will benefit from some 2 billion EUR. 
Investments in energy-efficiency measures and renewable energy sources have been 
allocated 480 million EUR. Some 3 billion EUR will be invested in environmentally-friendly 
transport infrastructure, constructing missing links and extending access to major transport 
networks. 

 

3.3.  ERDF in Baden-Württemberg 
Given that in Germany only Eastern federal states (except for the Region Luneburg) are 
eligible under the Convergence objective, the ROP Baden-Württemberg is centred on 
activities around the Regional Competitiveness and Employment (RCE) objective. Approved 
by the European Commission in November 2007 the ROP has allocated around 287 
million EUR - out of which the ERDF contribution amounts to around 143 million EUR - 
to four key priorities:  

 Priority 1: Innovation, knowledge-based economy and clusters (approx. 
45.6% of total ERDF funding), including further developing clusters and networks; 

 Priority 2: Sustainable urban and municipal development (approx. 27.4% of 
total ERDF funding) including economic infrastructure measures or city projects in 
Mannheim, Pforzheim, Heilbronn und Villingen-Schwenningen (see also description 
below); 

 Priority 3: Resource protection and risk prevention (approx. 23.5% of total 
ERDF funding) including the promotion of renewable energy sources and of energy-
saving technologies; 

 Priority 4: Technical assistance (approx. 3.5% of total ERDF funding). 

Among others the ROP aims at granting direct investment aid to around 385 SMEs, to 
support some 120 research and technological development projects and around 845 
projects relating to environmentally friendly products or production processes and to 
provide for the opportunity to test new experimental support methods and practices.  

 

Priority Axis EU Contribution National Public 
Contribution 

Total Public 
Contribution 

Innovation, knowledge-based 
economy and clusters 65 385 068 56 135 068 121 520 136 

Sustainable urban and 
municipal development 39 289 000 39 289 000 78 578 000 

Resource protection and risk 
prevention 33 690 000 33 690 000 67 380 000 

Technical assistance 5 036 000 5 036 000 10 072 000 

Total  143 400 068 134 150 068 277 550 136 

Source: European Commission 

 

In addition to its ROP RCE, Baden-Württemberg is implementing its ROP ESF and takes part 
in the following OP ECT: Upper Rhine, Alpenrhein-Bodensee-Hochrhein, Alpine Space, 
Central Europe, and North West Europe.  
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The Urban Dimension of the ERDF ROP Baden-Württemberg 

The programme priority 2 “Sustainable urban and municipal development” has 
allocated around 78.6 million EUR of public contribution – the ERDF amounting to some 
39.3 million EUR – for projects in  

 The four cities of Mannheim, Heilbronn, Pforzheim and Villigen-
Schwenningen (around 26.9 million EUR from the ERDF); 

 Certain municipalities and municipal alliances in rural areas. 

With regard to the four cities the SWOT and socio-economic analysis contained in the 2007 
ROP outlined several challenges including high unemployment, negative employment 
dynamics or a lack of high-qualified and competitive working places. In parts they are also 
characterised by an infrastructure that does not meet the local needs (e.g. unused 
commercial and service facilities, local fallow grounds), by exposure to noise or pollution or 
by unattractive housing environments. These factors highlight a spiral of deterioration in 
the areas concerned due to increasingly lacking investments.  

Within this context the priority 2 of the ROP aims at capitalising on local strengths and 
activating local potential so as to increase competitiveness and ensure employment. In 
order to do so the priority focuses in particular on  

 Economy-near infrastructure such as technology, competence or start-up centres 
or science and technology parks able to foster innovation and knowledge transfer; 

 Measures linked to a sustainable city development including the revitalisation and 
development of fallow areas and parts of the city (quarter or certain areas); 

 Measures aiming at facilitating the establishment, take-over and the 
consolidation of SMEs. 

The cities were requested to come up with an integrated and sustainable urban 
development concept and to involve local stakeholders in its elaboration and 
implementation. Moreover, the Ministry of economics of Baden-Württemberg had to be part 
of the process. It should serve as framework for the selection of the projects to be 
financed.  

For the period 2007-2013 Mannheim disposes of an EU funding of 12.4 million EUR for 
infrastructure projects and of 1.5 million EUR for the support of stand alone 
undertakings (the latter is to be split up between the four cities). Within the local 
administration the "Section economic and structural support" (Fachbereich für Wirtschafts- 
und Strukturförderung) is the coordinating entity for Mannheim. Also in order to capitalise 
on previous Objective 2 support, the focus of funding in Mannheim has been put on 
infrastructure projects in selected city areas.     

In March 2008 the city council gave green light to the implementation of the following 
ERDF co-financed projects-blocks for an investment volume of about 36 million EUR: 

 Project block 1: The urban construction project “Mannheim 21” aims at reshaping 
the area to the South of the city’s central train station for an area of approx. 25 
hectare. Based on the area acquisition co-financed by Objective 2, measures in the 
current programming period include the demolition of buildings, the dismantling of 
railway systems and old roads or the removal of waste and pollution. While some 
facilities have already been realised (e.g. buildings of the agricultural engineering 
company, John Deere), in future the area should become home of around 1 100 
people (as of 2020) and provide 3 400 new jobs.  

 Project block 2: Being formerly covered by both Objective 2 and Urban II, the city 
area Jungbusch now hosts the Music Park Mannheim as well as the Pop Academy 
Baden-Württemberg attracting private companies as well as students and 
contributing to the city's role as music and media pole. Among others a centre for 
creative economy is planed for which recently an according building area was 
found and secured.    
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 Project block 3: The Mafinex technology centre for support to young, technology-
oriented companies was to be established within the Mannheim 21 project area. Co-
financed under Objective 2 the first tract of the building is open since October 2008. 
At the moment the demand for ERDF co-financing for the second tract is under 
preparation.  

 

Map 15: Project area of the ERDF-cofinanced “Mannheim 21 project” 

 
Source: www.mannheim21.com/assets/downloads/staedtebau/091029_Download_Expo.pdf  
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3.4.  ERDF in Rhineland-Palatinate 
Like Baden-Württemberg Rhineland-Palatinate also benefits from ERDF funding within the 
RCE objective. Its ROP was approved by the European Commission in August 2007 and 
allocates around 545 million EUR - out of which the ERDF contribution amounts to around 
217 million EUR - to four key priorities:  

 Priority 1: Helping companies to create more and better jobs (approximately 
37% of total funding), including support actions to start ups; 

 Priority 2: Promotion of knowledge and innovation for growth (approximately 
40.9% of total funding), including support to networks and clusters and research 
and competence centres or services to SMEs;  

 Priority 3: Promotion of the local and regional development to increase 
regional investment appeal and employment base (approximately 21.1% of 
total funding), including support for the revitalisation and revaluation of conversion 
and fallow grounds; 

 Priority 4: Technical assistance (approximately 1% of total funding). 

 

Priority Axis EU 
Contribution 

National 
Public 

Contribution 

Total Public 
Contribution 

Promotion of the base relating to the 
company to create more and better 
jobs 

80 600 000 16 000 000 96 600 000 

Promotion of knowledge and of 
innovation for more growth 88 900 000 60 875 000 149 775 000 

Promotion of the local and regional 
development to increase the 
attractiveness of the regions for 
investors and manpower 

46 000 000 46 000 000 92 000 000 

Technical assistance 2 113 760 2 113 760 4 227 520 

Total  217 613 760 124 988 760 342 602 520 

Source: European Commission 

 

In addition to its ROP RCE, Rhineland-Palatinate is implementing its ROP ESF and takes 
part in the following OP ECT: Euregio Maas-Rhein, Großregion, Upper Rhine, and North 
West Europe. 
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DOCUMENTARY SOURCES 

 All Biz Info www.de.all-biz.info  
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 Industrie- und Handelskammer Rhein-Neckar www.rhein-neckar.ihk24.de  

 Interreg www.interreg.de  

 Investitions- und Strukturbank Rheinland-Pfalz www.isb.rlp.de  

 Mannheim 21 www.mannheim21.com  
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 Rheinland-Pfalz Ministerium für Wirtschaft, Verkehr, Landwirtschaft und Weinbau 
www.mwvlw.rlp.de  
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 Stadt Ludwigshafen www.ludwigshafen.de  

 Stadt Mannheim www.mannheim.de  

 Statistisches Bundesamt Deutschland www.destatis.de  

 Statistisches Landesamt Baden-Württemberg  
www.statistik.baden-wuerttemberg.de  

 Statistisches Landesamt Rheinland-Pfalz www.statistik.rlp.de  

 Tatsachen über Deutschland www.tatsachen-ueber-deutschland.de  

 Verband Region Rhein-Neckar www.vrrn.de   

 Wikipedia http://de.wikipedia.org / http://en.wikipedia.org 
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Main documentary sources 

 Durchführungsbericht 2008 zum EFRE ROP Baden-Württemberg  
www.rwb-efre.baden-wuerttemberg.de/doks/Durchfuehrungsbericht%202008%20-
%20RWB-EFRE.pdf  

 EFRE ROP Baden-Württemberg 
www.rwb-efre.baden-
wuerttemberg.de/doks/OP%20RWB%20EFRE%20BW%20Stand%2024-10-
2007%20genehmigt%2008-11-2007.pdf 

 EFRE ROP Rheinland-Pfalz (Kurzfassung) 
www.mwvlw.rlp.de/icc/internet/med/569/56960afd-c9c6-9411-33e2-
dce3742f2293,11111111-1111-1111-1111-111111111111.pdf  

 Jahresbericht 2009 Metropolregion Rhein-Neckar GmbH, Verband Region Rhein-Neckar 
und Zukunft Metropolregion Rhein-Neckar e.V. 
www.m-r-n.com/fileadmin/Dachportal-
Redaktion/documents/Publikationen/MRN_Jahresbericht_2009_final.pdf  

 Nationaler Strategischer Rahmenplan für den Einsatz der EU-Strukturfonds in der 
Bundesrepublik Deutschland 2007-2013 
www.bmwi.de/Dateien/BMWi/PDF/foerderdatenbank/nsrp-2007-
13,property=pdf,bereich=bmwi,sprache=de,rwb=true.pdf  

 VERORDNUNG (EG) Nr. 1083/2006 DES RATES vom 11. Juli 2006 mit allgemeinen 
Bestimmungen über den Europäischen Fonds für regionale Entwicklung, den 
Europäischen Sozialfonds und den Kohäsionsfonds und zur Aufhebung der Verordnung 
(EG) Nr. 1260/1999 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2006:210:0025:0078:DE:PDF  



 




