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BUREAU

MINUTES

of the ordinary meeting of Wednesday, 6 July 2022

Strasbourg

Ms Roberta METSOLA*, President of the European Parliament, opened the meeting at 
14:31 hours.

Present

Vice-Presidents Excused

Mr KARAS* Ms KOPACZ
Ms PICIERNO*
Mr SILVA PEREIRA*
Ms KAILI*
Ms REGNER*
Mr WIELAND*
Ms BARLEY**
Ms CHARANZOVÁ*
Mr ŠIMEČKA*
Ms BEER*
Mr ZĪLE*
Mr PAPADIMOULIS**
Ms HAUTALA*

Quaestors Excused 
Ms SANDER*
Mr HANSEN**
Ms BEŇOVÁ*
Ms KELLER*
Mr KOLAJA*

Also Present
Mr WELLE*, Secretary-General
Mr WINKLER**, Deputy Secretary-General

* Physically present, also for Item 4.1 in camera
** Physically present, but not for Item 4.1 in camera
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List of officials present at the meeting:

Private Office of the President
Ms ZULETA DE REALES ANSALDO
Mr GABRIEL
Mr WEISS
Mr VERNET
Mr TABONE
Ms SALVELLI*

Private Office of the Secretary-General
Ms ALTENBERG
Mr MANNELLI*
Mr CAPOGROSSO
Ms DE ANGELIS*

Private Office of the Deputy Secretary-General
Mr BURU
Mr JAVELLE

Secretariat
Legal Service Mr DREXLER**
DG Internal Policies (IPOL) Ms STRASSER
DG External Policies (EXPO) Mr DUCCI
DG Parliamentary Research Services (EPRS) Mr BASSOT
DG Communication (COMM) Mr DUCH-GUILLOT, Ms COLARD*
DG Personnel (PERS) Mr KNUDSEN
DG Infrastructure and Logistics (INLO) Ms LINNUS
DG Translation (TRAD) Ms ROSENKRANZ
DG Logistics and Interpretation for Conferences (LINC) Ms WALTER-DROP
DG Finance (FINS) Mr KLETHI
DG Innovation, Technical Support (ITEC) Ms ABECASIS
DG Security and Safety (SAFE) Ms MARTINEZ IGLESIAS
Director for relations with the political groups Ms MÜLLER*
Conference of President’s Secretariat Ms WOLLNY

* Remote participation
** Physically present also for Item 4.1 in camera
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Political group secretariats
Ms ROIG LINANA (EPP)
Mr HORNAK (S&D)
Ms BOVEINGTON-FAURAN (RENEW EUROPE)
Mr FUCHS (GREENS-EFA)
Ms RAGO (ID)
Mr MATANO (ECR)
Mr KONTONIS (THE LEFT)
Ms RUCYTE (NI)

Mr MARTINELLI**, Mr ADLER, Ms GIPPERT, Ms MURRAY and Ms GRIMA acted as 
secretary to the meeting.

* Remote participation
** Physically present also for Item 4.1 in camera

Vice-Presidents' and Quaestors' assistants
Mr SCHUSTER Mr KARAS
Mr MORI Ms PICIERNO
Mr ALBUQUERQUE Mr SILVA PEREIRA
Ms MAJEWSKA Ms KOPACZ
Mr KATSIKOGIANNIS Ms KAILI
Ms BUCHINGER Ms REGNER
Ms SCHWEIZER Mr WIELAND
Ms STEINHÖFEL Ms BARLEY
Mr HILLMAN Ms CHARANZOVÁ
Ms KRCOVA* Mr ŠIMEČKA
Ms BIRTSCH Ms BEER
Ms ZAKE-BALTA Mr ZĪLE
Mr ALATOPOULOS Mr PAPADIMOULIS
Mr RAAPPANA Ms HAUTALA
Ms HUCK HIEBEL Ms SANDER
Mr VAN DEN BOSSCHE Mr HANSEN
Mr VLADAR Ms BEŇOVÁ
Ms BOURGOUIN Ms KELLER
Mr BENCZE Mr KOLAJA
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1. Adoption of draft agenda

The Bureau,

- after having heard the President inform the members of the Bureau that 

Ms KOPACZ, Vice-President was chairing the plenary and had delegated her 

vote to Mr WIELAND, Vice-President, took note of the draft agenda and adopted 

it as shown in these minutes (PE 733.328/BUR).
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2. Strasbourg - The way forward - Note from the Secretary-General 

The Bureau,

- took note of the information provided in the note dated 1 July 2022 from the 

Secretary-General, entitled ‘Strasbourg - The way forward’ (PE 729.478/BUR and 

annexes);

- heard the President introduce the matter at hand by recalling that in the framework 

of regular contacts with the authorities of its host Member States with a view to 

improving working conditions in its three workplaces, a number of exchanges had 

taken place between Parliament and the French authorities regarding Parliament’s 

working conditions in Strasbourg; underline that in Strasbourg such contacts take 

place primarily within the Contact Group between the Parliament and the local 

authorities, with specific focus, inter alia, on matters related to accessibility, use of 

Parliament’s premises and working conditions; recall that in December 2021, the 

late former President and the former French Prime Minister agreed to further build 

on the improvements achieved and resolve issues that permanently hamper the 

smooth functioning of Parliament; refer to the proposal she had received from the 

French authorities to optimise the use of Parliament’s seat during and outside part-

sessions, and stressed her commitment to explore all proposed avenues in 

compliance with Parliament’s internal procedures; add that the proposal to 

optimise the use of Parliament’s seat in Strasbourg had been the subject of 

exchanges of views by the Working Group on Buildings, Transport and Green 

Parliament, in particular at its meetings of 23 March 2022 and 6 April 2022;

- heard the Secretary-General:

 present his note, in which he highlighted that the exchanges between 

Parliament and the French authorities referred to by the President had led to 

the identification of five pillars on the basis of which the future development of 

Parliament’s seat in Strasbourg could be considered:

o transport issues, encompassing not only flight connections but also railway 

connections,

o the organisation of cultural events, in line with a long term programme drawn 

up during the French Presidency of the Council of the European Union,
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o the use of Parliament’s premises in Strasbourg for conferences and 

high-level events outside the part-sessions in Strasbourg,

o consolidating the presence of staff in Strasbourg, as necessary to ensure 

the smooth functioning of the premises outside part-sessions,

o reception and accommodation facilities for Members and staff, noting that 

while the working conditions for Members had been significantly improved 

by providing them with a second office in Strasbourg, this had led to a 

reduction of the space available to the administration, secretariats of the 

political groups, permanent representations and other institutions,

 explain that the note was based on the exchanges of views held by the Working 

Group on Buildings, Transport and Green Parliament on 23 March 2022 and 

6 April 2022 and further clarifications that the French government had provided 

by answering a number of questions, entailing, inter alia, that:

o the wish to have a physical connection from the proposed new building to 

the existing buildings would be fulfilled and the French government would 

participate in the cost of establishing such a connection, having declared this 

project technically feasible,

o the potential sale of the DE MADARIAGA building would entail the full 

divestment of Parliament’s stake in any future business activities in that 

building,

o in addition to the request for improved flight connections to and from 

Strasbourg, the request for more railway connections was an important 

element, since the latter could contribute to reducing the carbon footprint 

generated by Parliament’s presence and work in Strasbourg,

- heard Mr WIELAND, Vice-President with primary responsibility for buildings and 

for relations with the French, Belgian and Luxembourgish authorities concerning 

the seat and places of work, express the view that while working conditions in 

Strasbourg had improved over the years, a number of difficulties and unfulfilled 

requests subsisted; recall that the DE MADARIAGA building, that may potentially 

be sold, was not in line with, inter alia, environmental standards; underline the 

importance of the condition stated in the note from the Secretary-General that 
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Parliament would have no stake in, or legal responsibility for, the planning and 

operation of business activities in that building if disposed of, noting that, against 

that background, and provided that the cost and environmental gains were 

sufficiently advantageous, the solution proposed as alternative to the 

DE MADARIAGA building, could benefit both Parliament and the city of 

Strasbourg, as well as other stakeholders, and should therefore be considered in 

the spirit of good cooperation as partner of the aforementioned stakeholders; 

express the view that the two items on the agenda should in future be developed 

and pursued as synchronously as possible so as to mitigate attempts to politicise 

the issue of the development of Parliament’s places of work; endorse the note as 

presented;

- heard Mr SILVA PEREIRA, Vice-President with secondary responsibility for 

buildings, stress the importance of the conditions of a full divestment of 

Parliament’s stake in future business activities in the DE MADARIAGA building if 

sold, and to the establishment of a physical connection from the new building, if 

acquired by Parliament, to existing buildings, noting that the latter condition should 

be stipulated more clearly in the note; express the view that there was not sufficient 

evidence that the proposed solution of acquiring a new building in exchange for 

the DE MADARIAGA building was justified; raise concern about the reputational 

risk of having to justify the selling of a building to allow the potential creation by a 

third party of an hotel facility to be used only for a few days per month; raise doubts 

on the viability of the operation and observe that an internal assessment of 

Parliament’s needs in terms of office space and meeting rooms should be made 

prior to any further exploration of the proposed solution;

- heard Ms CHARANZOVÁ, Vice-President with secondary responsibility for 

relations with the French, Belgian and Luxembourgish authorities concerning the 

seat and places of work, welcome the fact that the note addressed Parliament’s 

most important concerns linked to its activities in Strasbourg; recall the difficulties, 

in terms of infrastructure, experienced by Members that had been at the centre of 

discussions for decades; express the view that it was crucial for Parliament to have 

at its disposal a well-functioning building for Members and staff but also for visitors 

and stakeholders who were guests in Parliament; observe that the 

DE MADARIAGA building was technically and environmentally outdated and 

lacked a number of facilities, inter alia, modern meeting rooms, accessibility for 
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people with disabilities and energy efficiency and that it was worn down to a 

considerable extent; stress that, at no point during the exchanges of views held on 

the matter by the Working Group on Buildings, Transport and Green Parliament, 

had she had the understanding that there was a desire for Parliament to own and 

operate a hotel, noting that the launch of the process outlined in the note from the 

Secretary-General, which would grant the administration authorisation to examine 

the feasibility of the project and to prospect the market, would only be a first step 

and by no means a final commitment to one particular solution; endorse the note 

as presented;

- held an exchange of views with the participation of Ms REGNER, Ms HAUTALA, 

Mr KARAS, Mr ZĪLE, Ms KAILI, Ms BARLEY, Ms PICIERNO, Ms BEER, Vice-

Presidents, and Ms SANDER, Mr KOLAJA, Ms KELLER and Mr HANSEN, 

Quaestors, who:

 expressed the view that Parliament should take a systematic approach to the 

development of its premises in Strasbourg, that the solutions proposed in the 

note should therefore be examined in all details, and that Parliament should 

produce a thorough analysis of its needs in terms of office space and meeting 

rooms on the Strasbourg premises, in which the number of staff needed on 

mission in Strasbourg during part-sessions should also be assessed,

 acknowledged that the increased number of office units allocated to Members 

since 2019 had led to less offices being available to staff, other EU Institutions 

and diplomatic representations present in Parliament during part-sessions,

 recalled that timely decisions were of the essence when engaging in 

prospections in the real-estate market, and that there was a wish from the 

French authorities to ensure optimal working conditions for Parliament in 

Strasbourg,

 observed that while Parliament had purchased its current buildings in the 

course of the last three decades and whereas some renovation works had 

already been undertaken in the DE MADARIAGA building, particularly at 

ground floor level, the new building, which had recently been constructed in the 

vicinity of Parliament, had not been commissioned by Parliament and 

Parliament had not had any influence on its concept and design,
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 whereas important parallel meetings took place during the part-sessions and 

satisfactory working conditions for Members were important, expressed the 

view that the centre of activity during part-sessions was the plenary and that 

Parliament’s needs, in terms of office space and meeting rooms, should 

therefore be evaluated in that context,

 recalled that Members and their political groups had asked for additional office 

space, noting that while this request had partially been fulfilled, there was no 

flexibility or buffer capacity, 

 underlined the environmental benefits of railway connections, including by night 

train,

 enquired about the aforementioned exchanges of view held by the Working 

Group on Buildings, Transport and Green Parliament on the matter that had 

not led to a clear recommendation from that Working Group to the Bureau,

 emphasised that no final decision, or commitment to buy a new building, was 

on the table at this stage and that Parliament would have no stake in the 

DE MADARIAGA building if sold, both conditions of which should be clearly 

stipulated in the Bureau’s decision; further suggested, as part of the Bureau’s 

decision, to invite the administration to prepare an estimate of the cost linked 

to a renovation of the DE MADARIAGA building and the feasibility of bringing it 

up to modern standards,

 while taking note of the critics regarding Parliament’s need to travel between its 

places of work, recalled Parliament’s obligations pursuant to the Treaties, the 

cost of operating democratic institutions in general and the symbolic and 

historic value of Strasbourg,  

- heard the President recall that the Working Groups acted in an advisory capacity 

and that the exchange of views followed the consensus that Parliament’s situation 

and needs in Strasbourg, including in terms of buildings, should be examined; 

explain that the proposed new building offered a wide range of possibilities for 

configuration and adaptation to Parliament’s needs, and that a clear commitment 

concerning the physical connection to existing buildings had been made by the 

French government; explain that the proposal at hand was a basis for the 
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administration to examine a number of options; express her agreement that the 

decision to authorise a market prospection for the acquisition or the renting of a 

new building for office space and meeting rooms should include a request for the 

administration to prepare:

 a thorough internal analysis that also included advice from outside the 

Institution, of Parliaments needs in terms of space and facilities covering all 

aspects of infrastructure, taking into account, inter alia, accessibility and 

transport options, and comparing, inter alia, the new building with the existing 

situation, 

 an estimate of costs involved for all options, including an estimate of the cost 

linked to the renovation of the DE MADARIAGA building;

- heard Ms HAUTALA and Ms BEER, Vice-Presidents, request that the President’s 

conclusions be integrated into the Bureau decision,

- heard Mr SILVA PEREIRA, Vice-President, thank the President for her 

conclusions; state on behalf of his political group, that while he fully supported an 

internal analysis of Parliament’s needs that could also encompass external advice, 

he did not support the decision to launch an external market prospection;

- heard Mr WIELAND, Vice-President, concur with the President’s conclusions and 

agreed with initiating the procedure while stressing the importance for the 

Parliament to have information about all available options and about the situation 

in the real-estate market, and noting that Parliament was under no obligation to 

choose or express its preference for any particular solution at present;

- endorsed the overall approach for the future development of the seat of Strasbourg 

based on the improvement of reception and accommodation capacity, 

optimisation of the use of Parliament’s premises, organisation of cultural activities, 

improvement of accessibility and functional consolidation of staff; 

- instructed the responsible authorising officer by delegation to initiate the applicable 

procedures for launching a market prospection for the acquisition or the renting of 

a new building for office space and meeting rooms and the additional analyses 

and estimates as presented by the President in conclusion to the exchange of 
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views by the Bureau, including the possibility to connect a new building to 

Parliament’s premises and to come back to the Bureau for a final decision;

- forwarded the project to the Committee on Budgets in accordance with Article 

266(2) of the Financial Regulation.
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3. SPAAK building - Results of the International Architectural Design Competition - Note 

from the Secretary-General

The Bureau,

- took note of the information provided in the note dated 20 June 2022 from the 

Secretary-General, entitled ‘SPAAK building - Results of the International 

Architectural Design Competition’ (PE 730.704/BUR);

- heard the President introduce the matter at hand by recalling that:

 at its meeting of 2 July 2018, the Bureau instructed the Secretary-General to 

mandate DG INLO to launch an architectural competition to present options for 

both the renovation or reconstruction of the SPAAK building,

 132 applications were received after the international competition was 

launched on 26 May 2020, adding that a list of 15 candidates was drawn up in 

accordance with the selection criteria of the procedure, and that 15 architectural 

proposals were submitted in January 2021,

 the Jury met on 16, 17 and 18 February 2021 in Brussels to evaluate and rank 

the 15 design entrants and to select five laureates,

 Ms LINNUS, Director-General of DG INLO, had given a presentation entitled 

‘International Architecture Competition’ (PE 734.990) to the members of the 

Bureau before the meeting, in which she informed about the 15 projects 

submitted and revealed the 3D models of the five laureate projects in line with 

the rules in force regarding architectural competitions, still under anonymity,

 the acknowledgment of the projects was necessary to conclude the competition 

and award the prizes;

- heard Mr WIELAND, Vice-President with primary responsibility for buildings and 

Chair of the Bureau Working Group on Buildings, Transport and a Green 

Parliament and Vice-Chair of the Jury, call the remarkable competition with 

renowned architects the right approach for this project and encouraged the 

members of the Bureau to have a closer look at the models; further recall the 

Bureau’s decision to develop options for both renovation and reconstruction; 
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stress that Parliament had full authority to decide whether or not to proceed with 

the winner or with one of the designs in second to fifth place; 

- heard Mr SILVA PEREIRA, Vice-President with secondary responsibility for 

buildings, Vice-Chair of the Bureau Working Group on Buildings, Transport and a 

Green Parliament and General Juror of the competition, provide more details on 

the developments of the competition; propose to award the prizes and declare that 

none of the projects were feasible due to technical and legal issues;

- heard Ms HAUTALA, Vice-President responsible for EMAS, member of the 

Bureau Working Group on Buildings, Transport and a Green Parliament  and 

General Juror of the competition add that the endorsement of the results was 

necessary but delayed due to the unforeseen developments, underline that the 

way forward still needed to be clarified by the Legal Service, stress that a 

renovation was not necessarily cheaper than a reconstruction and commented 

on the environmental quality, recyclability and energy efficiency of the designs;

- held an exchange of views with the participation of Ms CHARANZOVÁ, 

Mr KARAS, Mr SILVA PEREIRA, Mr WIELAND, Ms BEER and Ms HAUTALA, 

Vice-Presidents, who, inter alia:

 welcomed the competition in general and commend the participation of 

applicants from all over the world, 

 stressed the necessity to finalise the procedure and publish the result 

immediately,

 enquired about the exact way forward and requested to involve the Legal 

Service in the matter, 

 proposed to invite journalists to inform them in great details about the 

competition;

- heard Mr SILVA PEREIRA, Vice-President, express, on behalf of his Group, regret 

that the decision of abandoning the idea of implementing any of the projects, and 

in particular any of the solutions entailing reconstruction, had not been taken; 

- took note of and endorsed the results of the International Architectural Design 

Competition for the Renewal of the SPAAK building.



PV BUR. 06.07.2022

PE 733.330/BUR/REV 16/18 PV\1263480EN.docx

EN

- (after having been given and opened a sealed envelope containing the identity 

of the five laureates), heard the President announce that, during the meeting 

held in Brussels from 16 to 18 February 2021, the Jury of the International 

Architectural Design Competition for the renewal of the SPAAK building had 

evaluated in an anonymous manner the 15 building projects, ranking the 

laureates as follows:

 1st prize winner: JDS Architects (Denmark),

 2nd prize winner: JABORNEGG & PALFFY Generalplaner ZT GmbH (Austria),

 3rd prize winner: MOREAU KUSUNOKI (France),

 4th prize winner: BELVEDERE ARCHITECTURE (France),

 5th prize winner: A2M (Belgium);

- heard the President inform that the winners would be immediately informed of 

their ranking by the authorising officer at DG INLO.
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From 16:39 hours

4. Urgent matters and any other Business

4.1. Announcement of the publication of the Vacancy Notice for the post of 

Secretary-General 

The Bureau, meeting in camera,

- heard Ms REGNER, Vice-President, intervene on behalf of Ms BARLEY, 

Vice-President recalling the discussion held at the Bureau meeting two days 

prior concerning the announcement of the publication of the Vacancy Notice for 

the post of Secretary-General at grade AD15, and express the view that the 

appointment of Mr Julian Priestley as Secretary-General at that time was made 

at grade AD15 taking into account two years seniority in the grade as a 

prerequisite to apply for an AD16 post, thus suggesting to remain within this 

framework;

- heard the President in response to the query, clarify the matter and stress more in 

particular that:

 the rules for senior management posts opening at grade AD15 and AD16 had 

been in place for a long time and that 13 out of 14 Directors-General had been 

appointed at grade AD15;

 the Recommendation of the European Ombudsman in joint cases 

488/2018/KR and 514/2018/KR on the European Commission’s appointment 

of a new Secretary-General had clearly ruled that the Secretary-General was a 

Director-General type post (grades AD15/16);

 the Legal Service had confirmed this approach during the Bureau meeting of 4 

July 2022;

 changing the rules and ignoring the Ombudsman recommendation, thus 

limiting applications, would expose the Institution and should be avoided.
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5. Date of next meeting

The Bureau,

- decided to hold its next ordinary meeting on Monday, 12 September 2022.

*

*        *

The meeting closed at 16:47 hours.

*

*        *


