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Subject:
Implications of the vote in Switzerland

On 9 February 2014, Switzerland voted to restrict ʻmass immigrationʼ, in a referendum that was part of a popular initiative proposed by the Swiss People’s Party.

Switzerland’s economic dynamism makes it an attractive country for European citizens who are looking for work, which is why nearly 80 000 Europeans settle in Switzerland every year. In 2013, foreign nationals made up 23.5% of the country’s population, amounting to 1.88 million people. Italians and Germans comprise the largest proportions, with 291 000 and 284 200 people respectively, followed by Portuguese (237 000) and French (104 000).
The implications of this vote are still difficult to quantify, and the Swiss Government, whilst fiercely opposed to the vote, has pledged that it would apply the policy ʻrapidly and consistentlyʼ.

The wording of the referendum notably sought to re-establish annual quotas of foreign workers, including those from Europe, in accordance with the country’s requirements, and stated that ʻthese limits must include those people who commute into Switzerlandʼ.

1. 
What legal remedies are available to those people working in Switzerland, but living on 
the other side of the border, who are at risk of losing their jobs as a result of this 
referendum?

2.
To what extent will this vote compel the European Union to review its freedom of 
movement agreements with Switzerland? What view does the Commission take on the 
establishment of intra-Community quotas on workers?

3.
Does the Commission intend to renegotiate Switzerland’s participation in European 
programmes such as Horizon 2020 and Erasmus+?
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