
(English version)

Question for written answer E-012561/13
to the Commission

Vasilica Viorica Dăncilă (S&D)
(6 November 2013)

Subject: Carpathian region

The strategy for the Carpathian region, in a similar manner to the regional strategies already adopted by the European  
Union, must focus on the common challenges, improve how existing structures operate, aim at increasing territorial  
cohesion,  allow existing potential to be tapped to a considerable extent, as well as take into account the region’s  
specific features and the population’s  local and regional traditions.  All these measures will  ensure the sustainable  
implementation of European legislation and the 2020 strategy. Establishing cooperation on tourism (both agri‐ and 
ecotourism), biodiversity conservation, land planning, agriculture, forestry, transport, industry and energy can help  
not only improve the quality of life in this area, but also prevent depopulation of the towns and villages in the region.

All the objectives mentioned can only be met by applying a specific strategy for the Carpathian region, as they cannot  
be achieved through the Danube Strategy.

Will the Commission look into the possibility of an effective strategy in the Carpathian region which will have its own  
funding in the EU budget and enable projects to be devised and implemented, based on strategic lines taking into 
account the region’s specific features?

Answer given by Mr Hahn on behalf of the Commission
(6 January 2014)

Given the  very large geographic  overlaps  that  would exist  with  the Danube Strategy,  that  Strategy's  geographic 
flexibility and its coverage of Carpathian challenges,  the Commission does not see the rationale for a Carpathian  
Strategy. 

The EU Strategy for the Danube Region is already showing good results after two years of implementation (1). The 
strategy  includes  almost  entirely  the  countries  covered  by  the  Carpathian  mountain  chain,  and  has  adapted  a  
functional geographic approach, staying open on a case by case basis for other partners, such as Poland. Its action  
plan sets out  concrete projects  responding to the challenges of the Carpathians,  such as in the priority areas of  
‘Energy’,  ‘Culture  and  Tourism’,  ‘Quality  of  Waters’,  ‘Environmental  risks’  and  ‘Biodiversity’.  The  Carpathian 
Convention is an important partner in implementing the action plan. 

The Commission also encourages cooperation among Carpathian countries using European Territorial Cooperation  
programmes and urges the Carpathian countries to make use of the existing EU Strategy for the Danube Region,  
which already provides a  framework for cooperation.  The Commission's  report (2)  on the added value of macro-
regional strategies states that macro-regional  strategies shall only be used for particular circumstances,  where EU 
involvement is appropriate. In the countries covered by the Carpathian mountain chain, EU involvement is already  
guaranteed by the numerous activities  in the Danube Strategy.  It should be noted that macro-regions receive no  
additional funding under the EU structural funds.

⋅1∙ Report of the Commission published on 9 April 2013: ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/cooperate/danube/documents_en.cfm#1
⋅2∙ Report of the Commission published on 27 June 2013: 

ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/upload/documents/Commissioner/COMM_NATIVE_COM_2013_468_REPORT_FROM_COMMISSION_EN_V2_
P1_728758.pdf
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