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Subject: Towards a western Mediterranean macro-region

In 2009, the first strategic macro-region was established around the Baltic Sea. Its aim was to coordinate a variety of policies based  
on common aims across a functional geographical area. This type of macro-regional strategy has since been applied in other regions,  
in the form of the Danube and Alpine macro-regions.

Such  strategies  enable  greater  synergy  to  be  achieved  between  the  various  European  regional  infrastructure  policies,  such  as  
integrated maritime policy, cohesion policy or trans-European transport networks.

In June 2012, the European Parliament’s report on the ‘evolution of macro-regional strategies’ underlined the positive feedback from  
these macro-regions and called for the creation of a macro-regional strategy for the Mediterranean, with three subdivisions for the  
eastern Mediterranean, the Adriatic and Ionian seas and the western Mediterranean.

1. Does the Commission believe that an area such as the ‘Latin-Mediterranean arc’ of Spain, France, Italy, Morocco, Algeria and 
Tunisia — countries with a number of shared challenges and traits — might constitute a coherent,  legitimate candidate for the  
creation of a macro-region?

2. Is the Commission planning any regional coordination mechanisms for the various European policies being implemented in 
the  western  Mediterranean,  in  particular  the  transnational  European  regional  cooperation  policies,  the  Culture  and  Erasmus+  
programmes, the programmes for sea basins under the European Neighbourhood Instrument and the Mediterranean strategies of  
ARLEM and the EU? 

Answer given by Mr Hahn on behalf of the Commission
(28 May 2014)

The Commission has stressed in its report on the added value of macro-regional strategies, building on the lessons learnt from the  
two existing macro-regional strategies in the Baltic Sea Region and Danube Region, that new initiatives should only be launched if  
there are particular  needs  for  improved and high-level  cooperation,  with  clear  added  value  at  EU level,  which should then be  
translated  into  a  limited  number  of  well-defined  objectives.  Based  on  these  recommendations  and  the  Council  conclusions  of  
October 2013, the Council mandated the Commission to prepare two new strategies, for the Adriatic and Ionian Region, and the 
Alpine Region, both with strong political ties and a history of cooperation in their respective regions. 

Countries which wish to cooperate more closely and which fulfil, in particular, the criteria stipulated in the added value report, may  
request a macro-regional strategy through the Council. As a key pre-requisite, the participating countries must be ready to translate  
the political  commitment into administrative resources,  and to demonstrate  their  capacity to bring forward practical  and clear  
results.

The Commission welcomes any moves towards a better use of the many existing sources of funding for the (western) Mediterranean 
area, including the numerous 2014-2020 territorial cooperation programmes which will operate there, but also other European-
wide sectoral programmes (COSME, Culture, Erasmus +, LIFE, etc.).  At the same time, the Commission encourages the countries 
concerned  to  maximise  synergies  with  other  donors  and  to  make  best  use  of  existing  structures,  including  the  Union for  the 
Mediterranean and its territorial dimension, the Euro-Mediterranean Regional and Local Assembly (ARLEM). 


