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Question for written answer E-007081/16
to the Commission

Nils Torvalds (ALDE)
(26 September 2016)

Subject: Recognition of professional qualifications

For a long time now, people who have trained as doctors in Sweden and need to carry out a post-medical-school practice period in  
order to fully qualify, have been able to do that practice period in the Åland Islands. This has worked very well, both in terms of the  
healthcare on offer on the islands, where more Swedish-speaking doctors are on hand as a result, and for doctors from Sweden, as it  
increases the number of hospitals at which they can carry out their practice periods.

However,  when the new  directive  on the recognition of  professional  qualifications  (2013/55/EU)  entered into  force,  Sweden’s  
National Board of Health and Welfare announced that, under the directive, doctors may no longer complete their full 19-month  
practice period in a place other than their home country.

With the foregoing in mind:

1. Does the Commission agree that the directive on the recognition of professional qualifications aims to facilitate, rather than 
obstruct, the opportunities to practise in another Member State?

2. Does the Commission take the view that there is anything in the directive on the recognition of professional qualifications that  
forces a Member State to restrict the duration of a medical practice period carried out in another Member State?

Answer given by Ms Bieńkowska on behalf of the Commission
(14 December 2016)

Directive 2005/36/EC (1) (‘the directive’) provides for minimum training conditions for all EU basic medical training programmes.  
Such minimum harmonisation allows for the automatic recognition of these qualifications in all Member States and thus facilitates  
the free movement of basic medical doctors. 

Basic medical trainings shall comprise a total of at least five years of study which shall consist of at least 5500 hours of theoretical  
and practical training provided by, or under the supervision of a university (2). Some Member States organise the practical part of the 
training separately from the theoretical one and require a specific certificate on the completion of it before a professional could be  
considered a fully qualified medical doctor (3).

The revised Directive (4) continues not to prevent Member States from allowing their trainee doctors to complete parts of their basic 
medical trainings, including its practical part, in other Member States. Such trainings shall also meet the directive's requirement on 
appropriate university supervision and the competent authority that issues the basic medical qualification shall be able to verify that  
the training met the harmonised minimum requirements.

⋅1∙ Directive  2005/36/EC of Parliament and of the Council of 7 September 2005 on the recognition of professional qualifications, OJ L 255, 30.9.2005.
⋅2∙ And shall provide the minimum skills and knowledge listed in Article  24(3) of the directive.
⋅3∙ These certificates accompanying the qualification are than listed in point  5.1.1. of Annex V of the directive.
⋅4∙ Before its revision by Directive  2013/55/EU.
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