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Subject: VP/HR — Need to move away from ‘selective engagement’ with Russia

Warnings about unacceptable behaviour by the Putin government in Russia were until only recently dismissed by many Western 
politicians and experts as evidence of an anti-Russian phobia on the part of Central and Eastern European politicians. It is now clear,  
however, that those warnings, from figures including Lech Kaczyński, were justified. 

Russia is openly and cynically flaunting international law and going against  EU interests and values in almost all areas, eroding 
human rights, crushing civil society, riding roughshod over democratic principles, imposing trade embargos that are in breach of  
WTO rules and engaging in acts of aggression against neighbouring countries. 

In the meantime, despite its efforts to pursue joined-up and consistent policies, the EU is doing quite the opposite in its relations with 
Russia, flying in the face of experience and logic and promoting ‘selective engagement’ in fields including climate policy, the Arctic,  
maritime safety, education and research. This strategy is being promoted by the High Representative, Ms Mogherini.

Given Russia’s reprehensible behaviour in Georgia, Ukraine and Syria and the precarious state of democracy inside Russia itself, can  
the High Representative see that the policy of selective engagement with Russia has failed and, aside from issuing yet more words of  
condemnation, does she intend to do anything to change that strategy?

Has the High Representative assessed the effectiveness of the analyses and expert opinions submitted by EU officials and the experts 
working with them, which have formed the basis for EU policy to date towards the eastern neighbourhood countries?

In which areas is the EU continuing to pursue the policy of selective engagement? Can the High Representative supply a detailed list  
of the meetings currently scheduled with Russia?

Answer given by Vice-President Mogherini on behalf of the Commission
(13 April 2017)

The European Union (EU) continues to pursue a two-track approach with regard to Russia, namely to remain firm with regard to EU  
values and the key principles of international law and the European security order while at the same time maintaining open channels  
of communication in order to defend EU interests. To guide EU-Russia relations under today's challenging circumstances, the Foreign 
Affairs Council confirmed five principles in March 2016. 

These five principles, as a whole, provide a dynamic and effective framework to manage relations with Russia today and, in time, to  
establish the foundations for a future relationship with Russia that will fully respect EU interests and values, including in relations  
with our partners in the Eastern neighbourhood. This approach is clearly laid out in the EU's Global Strategy on Foreign and Security  
Policy. 

Where the EU engages Russia today is based above all on defending EU interests, be they the importance of regional peace and  
security in the Middle East,  for example,  counterterrorism, climate change and other global challenges,  or the strengthening of  
Russian civil society and people to people contacts across our borders. 

The EU is ready to engage further with Russia but only where and when there is clear substance and concrete results can be produced 
for the benefit of the EU.


