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Subject: EU funds for ‘citizenship income’

The  issue  of  ‘citizenship income’  undoubtedly  merits  the prominent  role  it  has  played in  the political  debate  of  recent  weeks:  
according to this new Italian measure, which has been proposed by the 5-Star Movement (M5S) and the League, the INPS is to give 
every person a maximum amount of EUR 780 to help fight poverty and stimulate employment. 

Return to work and State hand-outs: this is a contradictory and unrealistic combination, as the risk of someone remaining inactive  
increases in line with the increases in unemployment benefit. What is causing even greater confusion, in particular at regional level, is  
the fact that the new employment minister intends to make use of European Social Fund resources to roll out citizenship income. 

Most of these resources have already been allocated to regional and local active employment policies, professional development,  
combating poverty and reinforcing local services. 

Given this situation, can the Commissioner for Regional Policy say whether EU funds already allocated for the 2014-2020 period  
can be taken from the regions and active employment policies, professional development and anti-poverty policies, and used instead  
to support and endorse passive policies?

Answer given by Ms Thyssen on behalf of the European Commission
(14 November 2018)

The European Social Fund 2014-2020 in Italy is fully programmed through national and regional operational programmes. Member  
States may request to amend their operational programmes provided that such request is duly justified and sets out the expected  
impact of these changes on the objectives of the programme. 

In addition, a Member State can only request to amend a programme on the condition that such an amendment is agreed to by the  
programme's monitoring committee, which is composed of the relevant partners and stakeholders.

The Commission can only approve programme amendments, which are compliant with the regulatory requirements. These include  
that any income support scheme must be linked to the activation of the people receiving the support and limited to the duration of  
the activation measures. 

Moreover, any income support scheme can only be co-financed if it is in addition to national spending and not replacing it. Finally,  
any support must also remain within the limits of the financial envelopes allocated to the Member State for the European Social  
Fund.


