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“With this year’s winner, a major social issue affecting the 
European union can be brought to cinemas in all European 
countries."

Hans-Gert Pöttering, President of the European Parliament, 
in his speech given at the LUX Prize 2008 Award Ceremony 
(Strasbourg, October 22, 2008)

LUX Prize 2008 Award Ceremony
(Strasbourg, 22 October 2008)
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THIS Summer, LuX COmeS TO FLAGeY.

This year, the european Parliament and the Brussels european Film Festival have 
decided to jointly celebrate european Cinema!

The European cultural landscape is extremely fragmented. As dynamic as they can be, the 
arts of sculpture, painting, poetry, dance or literature experience difficulties exporting 
themselves outside their place of creation. There are only a few artists and works of art that 
manage to cross borders and find a public beyond their cradle of origin.

Cinema is no exception. Of course, it draws its strength and wealth from Europe’s kalei-
doscope of cultures and languages. But there is a flipside to this diversity. In a multilingual 
market, the original language of a film becomes an export barrier.

Therein lies the heart of the problem of film distribution in Europe: overcome language 
barriers and create adequate conditions that will help films meet their public.

Facing this challenge, the European Parliament LUX Prize and the Brussels European Film 
Festival share the same ambition: making it easier for the public to access outstanding 
European contemporary films. The LUX Prize aims at supporting the subtitling and 
distribution of films which have been selected for their potential contribution to the 
European public debate. As for the Brussels European Film Festival, it spotlights Europe’s 
young talented directors.

So, what could be more natural for the European Parliament and the Brussels European 
Film Festival than uniting their efforts and offering to the public the most European of all 
cinemas, from June 27 to July 5?

Two Highlights in this Joint Celebration by the european Parliament LuX Prize and 
the Brussels european Film Festival.

First, the Brussels European Film Festival launch press conference will unveil the LUX Prize  
2009 Official Selection.

Then, the Brussels European Film Festival will feature a ‘Daily LUX Session’ at 5 p.m from 
28 June to 5 July at Studio 4 (Flagey). Eight films from the LUX Prize 2007, 2008 and 2009 
Official Selections will be shown to the public.

"Being able to see other producers’ films is a real problem 
in Europe. The LUX Prize is a first step to solving it.  
I hope that everyone involved in distributing and screening 
movies throughout Europe will grasp the significance of 
this."

Luc Dardenne, winner, with his brother Jean-Pierre, of 
the LUX Prize 2008 , for "Le Silence de Lorna" (Strasbourg, 
October 22, 2008)
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LuX PrIze 2009 OFFICIAL SeLeCTIOn

European cinema is rich. Its wealth is multidimensional: diversity, talents and a long history 
which sheds light on the melting pot of our individual and collective identities.

Since 2007, the LUX Prize is a true symbol of the support brought by the European Parliament 
to the European film industry and its great, relentless creativity.

The aim of the LUX Prize is to spotlight the wealth and the diversity that characterize 
European cinema by selecting films which deal, in different ways, with European issues – 
especially what makes us think, divides us or brings us closer to each other.

Each film bears witness to the European construction process. Based on our common 
History or on individual intimate stories, all films bring a new and unique contribution to 
the public debate on the European Union.

Supporting Cultural and Linguistic diversity. 
encouraging the Circulation of european Films

For the European Parliament, the LUX Prize is a way to break down the language barriers 
that prevent films from circulating in Europe. Much like "Auf der Anderen Seite" (2007) or 
"Le Silence de Lorna" (2008), the LUX Prize 2009 winning film will benefit from the financial 
support of the European Parliament:

subtitling in the EU’s 23 official languages, including the adaptation of the original •	
version for visually- or hearing-impaired people; 

producing, per member state, a 35 mm version or supporting the DVD release.•	

eligibility Criteria

To be eligible to be part of the LUX Prize Official Selection, films must meet the following 
requirements:

Fiction or animation films; •	
Minimum running time of 60 minutes;•	
Illustrating or questioning the founding values of our European identity, Europe’s cultural •	
diversity and/or bringing insights into the debate on the EU integration process;
Produced or co-produced in countries eligible under the MEDIA 2007 programme •	
(European Union, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, Switzerland);
First theatre release between 1 June 2008 and 31 May 2009.•	

5
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2009 Selection Panel members

Every year, a jury determines the Official Selection for the LUX Prize. This panel includes: 
producers, distributors, exhibitors, festival directors or film critics.

One third of the selection jury is renewed yearly, and its members are appointed by the 
European Parliament’s Committee on Culture and Education. The jury includes the previous 
LUX Prize winner. The European Commission sits on this jury as an observer (MEDIA 
programme).

mr György BÁrOn, Hungary
Film critic

mr Anthony BOBeAu, France
Journalist, Le Film Français

mrs Sonora BrOKA, Latvia
Director and programmer, International 
Centre for Cinema

mrs Kirsten dALGAArd, Denmark
Co-president of the Natfilm International 
Film Festival; exhibitor and distributor

mr Stephan de POTTer, Belgium
Distributor, Cinéart-Cinélibre

mr michel demOPOuLOS, Greece
Special advisor for fiction at ERT, public 
television

mrs Fatima dJOumer, European Union
Administrator for International relations 
and events, Europa Cinéma

mr michal drOBnY, Slovakia
Exhibitor and distributor, Continental 
Films

mr Jakub duSzYŃSKI, Poland
Distributor, Gutek Films

mrs mercedes eCHerer, Austria
Director, Krems European Film Festival (EU 
XXL Film)

mr denis FreYd, winner of the LuX 
Prize 2008 ("Le silence de Lorna")
Producer, Archipel 35

mrs eve GABereAu, United Kingdom
Co-managing director, Soda Pictures 
(distribution)

mrs Susanne HOFFmAnn, Germany
General Secretary, Europa Prize

mrs Georgette rAnuCCI, Italy
Exhibitor and distributor, Lucky Red

mrs mira STALevA, Bulgaria
Programmer, Sofia International Film 
Festival

mr Yvon THIeC, European Union
Delegate-General, Eurocinema

mrs nuria vIdAL, Spain
Film critic

mrs Helena BrAun, Observer
European Commission, MEDIA 
Programme and Education to Media Unit
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Ten Films in the 2009 Official Selection

In 2009 again, the LUX Prize Official Selection spotlights ten films. These films have been 
selected because of their quality and their contribution to the European public debate, 
highlighting topics such as solidarity, immigration, justice, public freedom or fundamental 
rights.

Beyond the social issues it illustrates, every film becomes a window which opens up on 
Europeans, their questions, their daily lives and their quest for identity.

35 rHumS
Director: Claire Denis
Country:  France, Germany
Year: 2008
Running time: 100 min.
Original language: French

Synopsis
Lionel works as a RER (Paris suburban train) driver. He has been raising his daughter Joséphine, as a 
single parent, and now, she is a young woman. They live side by side, almost like a couple, refusing to 
commit in outside relationships and get involved with others’ problems. For Lionel, the only person 
that counts is his daughter. And reciprocally. But progressively, Lionel starts realizing that time went 
by, even for them. Maybe it is time to go their own ways…

 
 

Ander
Director: Roberto Castón
Country: Spain
Year: 2009
Running time: 128 min. 
Original language: Basque, Spanish

Synopsis
Ander is an intimate story which portrays a Basque countryman well into his forties at the turn of 
the twentieth century. He lives a monotonous life that takes place between his work in a bicycle 
factory and his peasant duties shared with his sister and their elder mother. His life starts to change 
when due to an accident he needs to hire a Peruvian helper, José. The newcomer’s presence alters 
unintentionally the relationships between «Ander», his relatives and acquaintances. When Ander 
acknowledges that he is developing deep feelings towards José, he has to decide whether he will 
transform his life to include him or not

7
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eASTern PLAYS
Director: Kamen Kalev
Country: Bulgaria, Sweden
Year: 2009
Running time: 89 min.
Original language: Bulgarian, Turkish, English

Synopsis
Two brothers who have lost all contact are suddenly brought together when they have opposite 
roles in a racist beating: while Georgi who’s recently joined a neonazi group participates in the 
violence, Itso witnesses and rescues the Turkish family. Georgi, now being asked to participate in 
larger events, starts to question his implication in the movement and Itso wonders if the beautiful 
Turkish girl he saved could be his ticket out from his sad life in Sofia. Only by reuniting will the two 
brothers be able to assess what they really want from life.

FÜr eIn AuGenBLICK FreIHeIT
Director: Arash T. Riahi
Country: Austria, France
Year: 2008
Running time: 110 min.
Original language: Turkish, English, Persian/Farsi

Synopsis
Fast-moving and packed with action, «For a Moment Freedom» tells of the odyssey of three Iranian/
Kurdish groups of refugees: a married couple with a child, two young men with two children, and two 
men who are friends despite the differences between them. They have all managed to escape from 
Iran and Iraq, but now they are stuck in the Turkish capital; although freedom is at last almost within 
their grasp, first they have to wait in a dubious hotel, hoping each day that their applications for 
asylum will be approved. This enforced break in their journey towards independence is characterised 
by both hope and utter uncertainty. The young Austrian-Iranian filmmaker Arash T. Riahi depicts the 
plight of people trying to flee their homeland and the curious, transitory state of asylum-seekers 
with tragic comedy and great suspense.

KATALIn vArGA
Director: Peter Strickland
Country: Romania, UK, Hungary
Year: 2009
Running time: 82 min.
Original language: Hungarian, Romanian

Synopsis
Banished by her husband and her village, Katalin Varga is left with no other choice than to set out 
on a quest to find the real father of her son, Orbán. Taking Orbán with her under another pretence, 
Katalin travels through the Carpathians where she decides to reopen a sinister chapter from her past 
and take revenge. The hunt leads her to a place, she prayed eleven years prior, she would never set 
foot in again.
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LOST PerSOnS AreA
Director: Caroline Strubbe
Country: Belgium, Hungary, Netherlands, Germany, 
France
Year: 2009
Running time: 109 min.
Original language: English, Dutch, Hungarian

Synopsis
Bettina and Marcus, a passionate couple, life in a canteen in the middle of a vast field with endless 
lines of pylons. Marcus, trying to set up his own business, works as a foreman in the maintenance of 
these power-lines. Bettina, bored and longing for a better life, runs the canteen for the workingmen. 
Their 9-year-old daughter Tessa, wanders the industrial area, looking for bits and pieces to occupy 
her mind, skipping school whenever she can When Marcus hires a Hungarian engineer, Szabolcs, to 
become part of his company, their unconventional way of living takes a new turn. A tragic accident 
although will shatter everyone’s pursuit of happiness. ‘Lost Persons Area’ is a story about people lost 
in the meanders of life.

nOrTH
Director: Rune Denstad Langlo
Country: Norway
Year: 2009
Running time: 78 min. 
Original language: Norwegian

Synopsis
After coming out of a really bad depression, former pro ski champion Jomar Henriksen now works 
as a course setter on the slopes. But he does not take his job seriously and he spends most of his 
time smoking, drinking and messing around. When an old pal visits him, he sees an opportunity to 
leave his miserable life behind him and start over. Jomar’s friend tells him that he has a son who lives 
in the northern part of the country. During his journey up North, Jomar discovers tanks, dangerous 
tunnels, empty houses with fridges full of food, strange ways to get drunk, while realizing that oddly 
enough, Sami is at the end of his rope. But will Jomar go all the way and find his own child? 

PAndOrA’S BOX
Director: Yesim Ustaoglu
Country: Turkey, France, Germany, Belgium
Year: 2008
Running time: 112 min. 
Original language: Turkish

Synopsis
When three 40-something siblings who live in Istanbul get a phone call and hear that their aging 
mother has disappeared in northeastern Turkey (she was suffering from Alzheimer’s disease), they 
put aside – for a while – all their differences, and they go and search her. However, just like a Pandora 
box, old tension, animosities and unspoken family stories will resurface. The three siblings must then 
reflect upon their own failures in life.
 

 LUX  09
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
FILM PRIZE
OFFICIAL SELECTION

 LUX  09
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
FILM PRIZE
OFFICIAL SELECTION

 LUX  09
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
FILM PRIZE
OFFICIAL SELECTION



10
 LUX  09

THIS SUMMER, LUX COMES TO FLAGEY.w
w

w
.lu

x-
p

riz
e.

eu

STurm
Director: Hans-Christian Schmid
Country: Germany, Denmark, Netherlands
Year: 2009
Running time: 110 min.
Original language: English, German, Bosnian, Serbian

Synopsis
Hannah Maynard, a prosecutor at The Tribunal in The Hague manages to convince a young Bosnian 
woman to testify against an alleged war criminal. Amidst the inconsistency of political interests and 
threats coming from Bosnian Serb nationalists, she realizes that her opponents not only sit on the 
dock across from her, but are also found in her own ranks. Hannah faces the trial of her life, all of a 
sudden torn between her strong beliefs in the system and her loyalty towards the witness.

WeLCOme
Director: Philippe Lioret
Country: France
Year: 2009
Running time: 110 min. 
Original language: French, Kurdish, English

Synopsis
Simon works as an instructor and lifeguard at the Calais swimming pool. To impress his wife and 
win her back, he decides to take a big risk, when he secretly helps out a young Kurdish refugee who 
wants to swim across the English channel.

Films in Competition for the LuX Prize 2009 

Ten films are in the Official Selection, but only three will compete for the LUX Prize 
2009 . Their names will be disclosed during the Venice International Film Festival in 
September.

The three competing films will be shown at the European Parliament from 2 to 20 
November. A vote will be cast by the 736 Members of the European Parliament to 
elect the winner, who will then be awarded the LUX Prize 2009 at the European 
Parliament on 25 November in Strasbourg.
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LuX Prize 2009: Important dates and events

12 June:   The Official Selection is unveiled in the framework of •	
the partnership sealed with the Brussels European Film 
Festival. 

28 June – 5 July:   Daily LUX Sessions at the Brussels European Film •	
Festival (5 p.m., Studio 4, Flagey)

6 September:   Announcing films in competition at the Venice •	
International Film Festival

3 November:  Opening evening ceremony•	

2-20 November:   Screening of competing films at the European •	
Parliament in Brussels

24 November:   Last day for the Members of the European Parliament  •	
to vote

25 November:   Awarding the LUX Prize 2009 at the European •	
Parliament in Strasbourg

Beginning in December:   Subtitling in the EU’s 23 official languages, including •	
adaptation for visually- and hearing-impaired people, 
and support for theatre or DVD release.

The LuX Prize visual Identity
 

In Latin, LUX means light.

The concept underlying the LUX Prize visual identity is the Tower of Babel. Beyond the 
aesthetics of the place painted among others by Pieter Brueghel the Elder, this myth 
benefits herein from a positive interpretation.

Much like cinema and European integration, the Tower of Babel is a symbol of History 
being written, where linguistic and cultural diversity serves a common ambition: to make a 
common European culture emerge.

11
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The LuX Prize Labels 

Examples of implementation
(Benelux version of "Le silence de Lorna", LUX Prize 2008 winner)

 LUX  09
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OFFICIAL SELECTION

 LUX  09
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 LUX  09
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
FILM PRIZE
WINNER

LAURÉAT DU PRIX DU PARLEMENT EUROPÉEN
POUR LE CINÉMA
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THe BruSSeLS eurOPeAn FILm FeSTIvAL  
And THe “LuX SeSSIOnS»

Through its current partnership with the European Parliament, the Brussels European Film 
Festival gives everyone the opportunity to watch 8 of the 30 films selected by the LUX Prize 
for the last three years ("Daily LUX Session" at 5 p.m., 28 June 28-5 July, Studio 4, Flagey).

13

Sunday, 28 June

WeLCOme
Official Selection - LUX Prize 2009
Director: Philippe Lioret
Country: France
Year: 2009
Running time: 110 min. 
Original language: French, Kurdish, English

monday, 29 June

deLTA
Competition - LUX Prize 2008
Directed by: Kornel MUNDRUCZO
Co-production: Hungary, Germany
Release year: 2008
Runtime: 92 minutes
Original version: Hungarian

Tuesday, 30 June

KATALIn vArGA
Official Selection - LUX Prize 2009
Director: Peter Strickland
Country: Romania, UK, Hungary
Year: 2009
Running time: 82 min.
Original language: Hungarian, Romanian

Synopsis
A quiet young man returns to the wild, isolated landscape of the Delta. It is a labyrinth of waterways, 
small islands and over-grown vegetation, where the villagers are cut off from the outside world. 
The young man, who has been away since early childhood, is introduced to a sister he never knew 
he had. She is frail and timid, but resolute when she decides to join him in his run-down hut on the 
shore. Together they build a house on stilts in the middle of the river, far away from everyone else. 
One day, they invite the villagers over to share a meal together but it becomes apparent that the 
coarse locals do not accept their ‘unnatural relationship.

Synopsis -See page 10.

Synopsis - See page 8.
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Synopsis
In order to become the owner of a snack bar with her boyfriend, Lorna, a young Albanian woman 
living in Belgium becomes an accomplice to a diabolical plan devised by mobster Fabio. Fabio has 
orchestrated a sham marriage between her and Claudy. The marriage allows her to obtain Belgian 
citizenship and then marry a Russian Mafioso willing to pay a lot of money to acquire the same 
quickly. However, for this second marriage to be possible, Fabio has planned to kill Claudy. Will Lorna 
keep silent??

Synopsis
The story of ‘Tricks’ is told from a child’s-eye view. The director focuses on Stefek, a six-year-old boy, 
and his sister Elka, 17. It is the school holidays, and the little boy is at a loose end; he tags along behind 
his sister, who works in a bar in the evenings and spends her days preparing for a job interview with 
a large international company. One day, on a station platform, they catch sight of their father, who 
abandoned the family when Stefek was born. The boy takes destiny into his own hands: he sets in 
motion a chain of events which he thinks will bring him closer to his father. Things go wrong, but 
Stefek does not lose hope; he tries all kinds of tricks, culminating in the most risky one of all... 

nOrTH
Official Selection - LUX Prize 2009
Director: Yesim Ustaoglu
Country: Turkey, France, Germany, Belgium
Year: 2008
Running time: 112 min. 
Original language: Turkish

Friday, 3 July

Wednesday, 1 July

Le SILenCe de LOrnA 
Winner - LUX Prize 2008
Directed by: Jean-Pierre and Luc DARDENNE
Co-production: Belgium, Germany, France, Italy, United Kingdom
Release year: 2008
Runtime: 105 minutes
Original version: French

SzTuCzKI (Tricks) 
Official Selection - LUX Prize 2008
Director: Andrzej Jakimowski
Country: Poland
Year: 2007
Length: 1h35
Original language: Polish 

Thursday, 2 July

Synopsis - See page 9.
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35 rHumS 
Official Selection - LUX Prize 2009
Director: Claire Denis
Country:  France, Germany
Year: 2008
Running time: 100 min.
Original language: French

AuF der Anderen SeITe 
Winner - LUX Prize 2007
Director: Fatih Akin
Country: Germany, Turkey
Year: 2007
Length: 122 min.
Original language: German 

Saturday, 4 July

Sunday, 5 July

Synopsis - See page 7.

Synopsis
Despite the misgivings of his son Nejat, Ali, a widower, decides to move in with Yeter, a prostitute 
who shares his Turkish origin. Nejat, a young German teacher, soon warms to Yeter when he realises 
that she sends most of what she earns to her daughter in Turkey to pay for her university education.
Yeter’s accidental death drives a wedge between father and son. Nejat goes to Istanbul to search for 
Ayten, Yeter’s daughter. He is unaware that Ayten, a 20-year-old political activist, has fled to Germany 
to escape the Turkish police. In Hamburg Ayten becomes friendly with Lotte, a German student, 
who is quickly won over by the young Turkish woman’s charm and political commitment. Lotte even 
invites Ayten to stay in her home, despite the qualms of her mother Susanne. Ayten is arrested and 
put in detention, and ultimately deported to Turkey, where she is sent to prison. Lotte decides on 
the spur of the moment to drop everything and go to Turkey, where she runs into a brick wall of 
bureaucracy, with all her efforts to secure Ayten’s release seemingly doomed to failure. She happens 
to meet Nejat and they become flat-mates. A tragic event prompts Susanne to travel to Istanbul to 
continue her daughter’s quest. As he grows closer to Susanne, Nejat feels the need to be reconciled 
with his father, who now lives in Turkey, by the Black Sea. He decides to go and look for him. 
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AnneX

LuX Prize 2008 and 2007 Official Selections

LUX Prize 2008 Official Selection

Le silence de Lorna –•	  Winner, by Jean-Pierre and Luc Dardenne

Delta – •	 Competition, by Kornél Mundruczó

Občan Havel •	 (Citizen Havel) – Competition, by Miroslav Janek and Pavel 
Koutecký

Il resto de la notte, by Francesco Munzi•	

Revanche, by Götz Spielmann•	

Sügisball, by Veiko Õunpuu•	

Svetat e golyam i spasenie debne otvsyakade •	 (The World is Big and Salvation 
lurks around the Corner), by Stephan Komandarev

Sztuczki •	 (Tricks), by Andrzej Jakimowski

To Verdener •	 (Worlds Apart), by Niels Arden Oplev

Wolke 9, by Andreas Dresen•	

LUX Prize 2007 Official Selection

Auf der anderen Seite •	 (The Edge of Heaven) – Winner, by Fatih Akin

  4 luni, 3 saptamini si 2 zile (4 Months, 3 Weeks and 2 Days)  •	
– Competition, by Cristian Mungiu

Belle toujours – •	 Competition, by Manoel de Oliveira

California dreamin’, by Cristian Nemescu•	

Exile family movie, by Arash T. Riahi•	

Fraülein, by Andrea Stacka•	

Import-Export, by Ulrich Seidl•	

Iszka utazása •	 (Iska’s Journey), by Csaba Bollók

Kalinovski Square, by Yuri Khashchavatski•	

Kurz davor ist es passiert •	 (It Happened Just Before), by Anja Salomonowitz


