
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

7 ASTUCES POUR DES COURS 
CAPTIVANTS SUR L’UE 

7 TIPS 
FOR ENGAGING LESSONS ABOUT “EUROPE”  
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This document sums up 7 tips for engaging lessons about the European Union, designed by 
Europe House Ryckevelde to support teachers in secondary education. It is the summary of 
the workshop ‘tips and inspiration for engaging Europe lessons’ created and given by Europe 
House Ryckevelde.  

Introduction: is there a problem? 

Why would we need tips to teach about the theme “Europe”? Is there, in other words, a 
problem?  
 
Ask your pupils in secondary education how they feel about lessons about the European 
Union, and you will hear soon that they think Europe is “boring” and “not interesting”. Or 
they think it is too complicated, too complex for them to understand. Or they say it has 
nothing to do with their daily lives. So, some tips to convince pupils that the opposite is true, 
are quite convenient.  
 
The ultimate goal is: informing pupils thoroughly about the European Union and train their 
democratic skills, so they become active and critical European citizens. This is extremely 
important because studies show that people who know more about the EU, are more likely 
to be interested in European topics and, most of all, are more likely to participate at 
European level.  
 
Model “Growing towards active European citizenship” 
 
As all citizens, pupils go through several stages in the model “Growing towards European 
Citizenship” developed by Europe House Ryckevelde. This model can be used together with 
the 7 tips, in preparing and giving Europe lessons for pupils in secondary education.   

 
According to this model, students grow towards active European citizenship in several steps 
or phases. Everyone (not only students) can be found in one of these phases. This is not a 
static, but indeed a very dynamic and lifelong process:  

1. Being ignorant: I am not interested in (European) politics and I don’t know much 
about it.  

2. Being aware: I am aware of the fact that the EU has a big impact on my (daily) life 
and on our society.  

3. Having knowledge: I have a thorough knowledge about the EU in general and/or 
about current European issues.  

4. Having democratic skills: I have a reasoned opinion about the EU in general and/or 
current European issues. I have a critical attitude and can formulate arguments to 
express my opinion, I can debate and tell correct information from fake news.  

5. Being an active European citizen: I participate in the European project by voting, 
making my voice heard at European level or by engaging in European projects like 
the European Parliament Ambassador School project, exchange projects, etcetera.  
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7 TIPS 

1. Give pupils fact-based knowledge about the EU 

This is the first and most important tip: Give your pupils insight in and knowledge about the 
European Union. Of course you can share this knowledge in an enthusing and concrete way 
(see following tips), but you sure need to give them correct information. The framework you 
offer serves as a stepping stone to form their own opinion about the EU and European issues 
(see following tips).  
 
Problem tackled 
Research shows that the knowledge of Europeans about the European Union is rather poor. 
Both pupils, students and adults in general know quite little about the functioning and 
activities of the European Union. As the saying goes “unknown is unwanted”, this is not a 
good finding. On top of that, we are living in times of “alternative facts” and “post-truth”.  
 
Goal of this tip  
Your pupils have a thorough basic knowledge about the European Union: history, member 
states, institutions and/or functioning and competences. This knowledge offers a good 
framework with which they can understand and contextualize current issues about the EU 
and better know the difference between real and fake facts.  
 
Basic elements pupils should know about the EU: 

 The (European collaboration that we know call the) EU was founded after the 
Second World War.  

 The European collaboration was started to maintain peace between the European 
countries, but was constructed as an economic project. It were the United States 
who pushed for a European collaboration, because they wanted a strong Europe 
against the then communist threat.  

 Later on, the countries also started a political collaboration, although the economic 
collaboration still remains the most important.  

 Overview of the member states of the EU. 

 Spill-over effect: The European collaboration has been expanding ever since she was 
founded. Collaboration in one fields has often led to collaboration in other domains 
as well, and still does.  

 The EU is a project made by people: it is us who determine the future of the EU.  

 The EU is a unique project: never before in human history did countries give away 
voluntarily certain powers in favor of a constructive collaboration.  

 The European Union is a policy level. The decisions coming from this level overrule 
national or regional decisions.  

 The decisions taken at European level influence our daily lives. 

 Every 5 years, the citizens of the EU elect a new European Parliament. The 
European Parliament is the only European institution that is elected directly.  
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2. Ask their opinion and make them participate 

The European Union is a human project. This makes that every decision is up for discussion.  
Let your pupils think for themselves whether they think the EU, or aspects of it, is a good 
thing. Help them think critically, teach them how they can form and express their own 
opinion and practice debating techniques. These are all important democratic competences. 
A role play game is an excellent way of letting pupils train their democratic skills.   
 
An important next step is showing them where they can participate themselves: how can 
they make their voice heard at European level? Here it is important that pupils realise that 
the EU is makeable, changeable, and that they too have their say in this.  
 

 

Some useful links 
 
Where to find some basic information about the European Union: 

 General information about the EU (from the European Commission): 
http://europa.eu/about-eu/index_en.htm   

 Infographics of the European Parliament: 
http://www.pinterest.com/epinfographics/ep-infographics/   

 Euractiv: http://www.euractiv.com    
 
EU vs disinformation 

 New website revealing fake news: https://euvsdisinfo.eu/  
 

Where to find material (brochures, flags, maps…) : 

 The Information Offices of the European Parliament in every member state: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/atyourservice/en/information_offices.html  

 The Europe Direct Information Centres = a network of regional contact points. 
Look here to find the Europe Direct closest to your home: 
https://europa.eu/european-union/contact/meet-us_en  

 The Representation of the European Commission in every member state: 
http://ec.europa.eu/info/contact/local-offices-eu-member-countries_en  

 

Some useful links 
 

 'What's your ID?' is a ready-made workshop for discussing the European values. 
You can ask for all the material (presentation, manual, work sheets) here: 
http://evensfoundation.be/programs/european-citizenship/whats-your-id/  . The 
material exists in English, Dutch, French and Polish.  

 Euroscola: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/visiting/en/strasbourg/euroscola  

 Role play game at the Parlamentarium: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/visiting/en/visits/role-play-game.html   

 The new educational tool “Europe lessons @ school” contains a ready-made role 
play game (from 2018 onwards).  
 

http://europa.eu/about-eu/index_en.htm
http://www.pinterest.com/epinfographics/ep-infographics/
http://www.euractiv.com/
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/atyourservice/en/information_offices.html
https://europa.eu/european-union/contact/meet-us_en
http://ec.europa.eu/info/contact/local-offices-eu-member-countries_en
http://evensfoundation.be/programs/european-citizenship/whats-your-id/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/visiting/en/strasbourg/euroscola
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/visiting/en/visits/role-play-game.html
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3. Create enthusiasm 

Use methodologies, online tools and  gamification to create enthusiasm about dealing with 
the topic. This tip is valid both for the information-giving (tip 1) as for the training of their 
democratic skills (tip 2). There are so many existing tools, use them and be creative.  
 
Problem tackled 
“Europe” is not a popular theme to handle in the classroom. It is often perceived as ‘boring’. 
The use of creative methodologies, tools and gamification raises pupils interest and 
enthusiasm to learn more about it.  
 

 
 

 On www.debatingeurope.eu you can start a debate with European leaders and 
other Europeans about current European issues (in English).   

 www.votewatch.eu shows how Members of European Parliament have voted on 
several issues. This is a follow-up tool on the functioning of MEPs.   
 

Some useful links 
 
Online tools, games, websites: 

 Online Quiz maker: https://getkahoot.com  

 Tool for asking an opinion, or polling: Mentimeter: 
https://www.mentimeter.com    

 Website with games on geography of Europe: http://www.toporopa.eu  

 Kids’ corner: http://europa.eu/kids-corner/index_en.htm   

 Games on mainly monetary issues, by the European Central Bank: 
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/educational/html/index.en.html   

 Quiz/Opinion asking tool Plickers: https://www.plickers.com  
 
Offline games: 

 The new educational tool “Europe lessons @ school” contains games on the EU 
member states, history and competences (from 2018 onwards).  

 “Find the 12 differences”, in English, French and Dutch.  
 

http://www.debatingeurope.eu/
http://www.votewatch.eu/
https://getkahoot.com/
https://www.mentimeter.com/
http://www.toporopa.eu/
http://europa.eu/kids-corner/index_en.htm
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/educational/html/index.en.html
https://www.plickers.com/
http://www.europahuis.be/en/find-12-differences-0
http://www.europahuis.be/fr/trouvez-les-12-diff%C3%A9rences
http://www.europahuis.be/nl/aanbod/secundair-onderwijs/lesmateriaal/zoek-de-verschillen
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4. Make Europe concrete 

Use concrete examples within their daily life and environment, use personal stories and all 
the available footage (pictures, videos). 
 
Problem tackled 
To many pupils, the European Union seems far away from their daily lives and it seems as 
the decisions are being made somewhere so far, it is of no concern to them.  
 

Goal of this tip 
Your pupils understand that the EU is very concrete and has an important influence on their 
daily lives.  
 

 
 

 

Some useful links 
 
Where to find short videos about the EU and European topics: 

 EuroParlTV: https://www.europarltv.europa.eu/nl/home 

 Movies on many aspects of the EU: EUTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/eutube   

 
Database of videos and pictures of the EU history and current events (you need to make 
a login first):  

 European Council: https://tvnewsroom.consilium.europa.eu/photos  

 European Parliament: http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/  
 

https://www.europarltv.europa.eu/nl/home
https://www.youtube.com/user/eutube
https://tvnewsroom.consilium.europa.eu/photos
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/
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5. Talk about current issues 

Europe happens as we speak. Talk about current issues and the challenges the EU faces, link 
historical events to current examples in the world and use the most recent material 
available.  
 

 

 

6. Make it an extraordinary experience 

Do activities that break normal school hours, invite external speakers or organise an 
exchange to stress the importance of the topic. Also: being an European Parliament 
ambassador School makes it extraordinary already.  
 

 
 

Some useful links 
 
News websites about the European Union: 

 Euractiv: http://www.euractiv.com/ 

 EUObserver: http://euobserver.com/  

 Politico: http://politico.eu   
 

Some useful links 
 
Possible visits in the European quarter in Brussels: 

 Parlamentarium, visitors centre of the European Parliament in Brussels 

 House of European History: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/visiting/en/brussels/house-of-european-history  

 
Possibilities for international exchanges: 

 eTwinning: virtual cooperation between pupils 
https://www.etwinning.net. 

 Invite an Erasmus student at your school 
https://socialerasmus.esn.org/?q=activity/erasmus-schools. 

 Invite a future teacher from a different EU country at your school 
http://erasmusintern.org/  

 Encourage the junior ambassadors to set up a youth exchange project 
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/opportunities-for-
individuals/young-people/youth-exchanges_en  

 Erasmus+ projects: traineeship in vocational education, training for staff, etc. 
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/ 

 

http://www.euractiv.com/
http://euobserver.com/
http://politico.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/visiting/en/brussels/parlamentarium
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/visiting/en/brussels/house-of-european-history
https://www.etwinning.net/
https://socialerasmus.esn.org/?q=activity/erasmus-schools
http://erasmusintern.org/
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/opportunities-for-individuals/young-people/youth-exchanges_en
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/opportunities-for-individuals/young-people/youth-exchanges_en
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/
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7. Always keep your pupils in mind 

This seems like an obvious one, but it remains very 
important: adapt the content and the methodology 
to the level and field of interest of your pupils.  
 
Problem tackled 
Pupils often consider “Europe” as too difficult or too 
complex to understand. This is much less so if you 
choose topics that are in their field of interest and 
adapt the level of difficulty to what they can handle. 

You as a teacher are in the best position to decide. (e.g. don’t let them listen to a very high-
brow debate between members of European Parliament – this will only strengthen their 
feeling that “Europe” is a very complex matter.)  
 
Goal of this tip 
Your pupils find out that they can understand what the EU is and means for them, that they 
are perfectly capable of understanding the functioning of the EU.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
What does your ideal Europe look like? Europe House Ryckevelde wants all 
generations to take part in shaping their Europe, based on an informed and balanced 
opinion. Therefore they tailor-make difficult European themes into didactic 
information for students, youngsters and adults, and strengthen people in 
participating in the EU. 
 
Europe House Ryckevelde is a Belgian non-profit organization, founded in 1956. 
Discover our website in English, French and Dutch.  

 

Some useful links 
 

 Teachers' corner: http://europa.eu/teachers-corner/index_en.htm . Here you can 
find educational material per age group, in all official languages of the EU. 

http://www.europahuis.be/en
http://www.europahuis.be/fr
http://www.europahuis.be/
http://europa.eu/teachers-corner/index_en.htm

