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The President. - Mr President of the Republic, it is my great pleasure to welcome you warmly to
the European Parliament. You have agreed to inaugurate our new building in Strasbourg, thereby
becoming the first European Union Head of State to speak in this new Chamber. This is only
natural, since here in Strasbourg Parliament is France's guest.

Parliament is honoured by your presence, just as it was two years ago in Brussels when King Albert
II of Belgium came to inaugurate the Espace Léopold.

Forty years after its inception, the European Parliament finally has its own home in this complex of
buildings spread out harmoniously on either side of the confluence of two peaceful streams, like a
symbol of Europe's determination to create dialogue and union against a background of peace.

Just as European integration is a collective process, contributions to this project, which was, during
the construction period, the largest public-sector building site in France, have come from many
sides.

First of all, I should like to draw attention to the strong support lent by the French State, the
President of the Republic and the French Government, which provided a financial guarantee, and by
the prefects of the region and the département, who represented the State, and to emphasise the
close attention which you yourself, Mr President of the Republic, have paid to the development of
the project and the completion of the work.

I should also like to pay tribute to the authorities of the City of Strasbourg and, in particular, its
Mayor, Mr Roland Ries, and his predecessor, the Minister of Culture, our former colleague,
Mrs Catherine Trautmann.

Your determination has been equalled only by the love you have for your very beautiful city and
your determination to consolidate and raise its international profile.

I of course include in this tribute Mr Pierre Pflimlin, the former Prime Minister of France, who was
Mayor of Strasbourg for 24 years, and also President of our Assembly from 1984 to 1987. I salute
him as one of the great driving forces behind European integration and offer him our deep respect
and my affection.

Here, in Strasbourg, a European building site is intrinsically a matter for Alsace as a whole and I
should like to stress the moral and financial support provided by the Alsace Regional Council and
the Bas-Rhin General Council under the leadership of their presidents, the late
Marcel Rudloff, Daniel Hoeffel, Adrien Zeller, also a former Parliament colleague, and Philippe
Richter.

Naturally enough, our thanks also go out to all those directly involved in the design and building
work, the developer, the architects and the thousands of engineers, technicians, workers and
sub-contractors who worked so enthusiastically on the project.
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Today, I have the feeling that the shortcomings and problems in connection with the functioning of
this building which we quite rightly complained about in July and which have quickly been
remedied are now essentially forgotten.

With Brussels, with Luxembourg, the European Parliament spreads its activities between three
places of work. We accept this unusual arrangement as a legacy of history.

As regards Strasbourg, I would merely say that this place has a specific purpose, one imbued with
the spirit and memory of Europe, which the Amsterdam Treaty has now set in stone.

It was Lord Ernest Bevin, the Foreign Minister of the United Kingdom, who, in 1949, almost
exactly 50 years ago, was the first to suggest Strasbourg as a powerful symbol of a new Europe in
which peace had been restored.

He urged, and I quote, that 'this great city, which has borne witness to the stupidity of the human
race … should become a symbol of the unity of Europe … an ideal place in which to pursue this
great project in an atmosphere of good faith, rather than domination'.

This building, which houses Parliament's Chamber, will henceforth bear the name of
Louise Weiss. I am moved by the memory of this intrepid political journalist, who was born in 1893
and who, immediately after the end of the First World War, threw herself into the struggle for
peace, European integration and women's suffrage.

Louise Weiss has remained the symbol of a visionary commitment to the cause of women and the
cause of Europe, both of which are still highly topical. In 1979, after the first election of the
European Parliament by direct universal suffrage, she was the oldest Member of our Assembly.
Following the opening sitting which she chaired in that capacity, she had the joy of seeing
Mrs Simone Veil, who is present here today, elected the first President of the European Parliament.

Today's inauguration comes at a time when the European Council in Helsinki has just taken the
brave step of launching the process which will ultimately lead to the reunification of Europe as a
whole within the Union, the reform of the institutions in line with that enlargement and the creation
of an independent European defence organisation.

It will not be easy. However, the history of European integration, which now stretches back half a
century, has consistently been marked by the efforts which have had to be made with a view to
overcoming initial conflicts of interest or differences in outlook between our States and ensuring
that the common interest would ultimately prevail in a spirit of solidarity. The problems which have
arisen over the last few days between two of our States, however deep-seated they may be, and
regardless of their human and economic implications, will not prove exceptions to this rule. I am
convinced that they will succumb to this desire to reach a conclusion based on consensus.
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This inauguration also comes at a time when Parliament can be said, without exaggeration, to have
reached political maturity, not least as a result of the advances secured by means of the Maastricht
and Amsterdam Treaties. It now enjoys full recognition both within the Union and beyond its
borders. I am delighted to note the presence here today of the highest authorities of all the European
institutions, and in particular the Council, of which the Presidency is currently held by Finland, and
I welcome Prime Minister Lipponen, and the European Commission, led by Mr Romano Prodi, and
many ministers and representatives of the Parliaments of our Member States, not to mention the
Council of Europe and its European Court of Human Rights, which remains our neighbour and was
for so long our host.

The task must now be to make Parliament's democratic accountability commensurate with the new
powers which the States and peoples of Europe have conferred on it. Let me assure you, as the
people whose presence has lent this inauguration ceremony its full European dimension, that our
institution is duly mindful of this task.

May today's ceremony, which you, Mr President of the Republic, have honoured by your presence,
send out a message of unity to all the citizens of the European Union on the eve of the year 2000.
Without further ado, I give you the floor.
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Chirac, President of the French Republic.  –   Madam President, Presidents of the European
institutions, Ministers, Members of Parliament, Ladies and Gentlemen. I  should like to begin by
thanking you personally, Madam President, for your warm and friendly welcome.

Your election last summer as President of the European Parliament came as the crowning honour of
a great European career: 15 years as an elected Member have earned you the respect of your
colleagues and of all those who fight in the cause of Europe.

With your name I should like to couple that of the great figure of Louise Weiss, after whom this
building is now named. She was of Alsatian origin, with German, Austrian and Czech forbears. All
her life she was an advocate of Europe. Against the tides and currents of this century’s tragic
history, she believed in the reconciliation of Europe and of our peoples. You may know that it was
at my request, in 1979, when she was aged 86, that this indefatigable fighter for the cause of women
and of Europe agreed to stand for the first time for elected office. Her commitment found its place
in this House.

This inauguration, ladies and gentlemen, marks a significant date in the history of your Parliament.
What a long way we have come since the first meeting in 1962 of the Joint Assembly of the
European Coal and Steel Community, and since the first election of MEPs by direct universal
suffrage, 20 years ago!

It was high time for the European Parliament, strengthened every day in its legitimacy and in its
own role, to acquire a separate identity from the Council of Europe which has accommodated it for
nearly half a century. It was both desirable and necessary that it should have its own building.

I should like to pay tribute to all those who have worked on this enormous project: the architects,
the Strasbourg regional planning and construction agency (SERS), the building contractors, the
technicians and the workers who have participated in this great adventure over the past four years so
as to provide Europe’s representatives with a fitting forum for their debates.

I should like to thank the regional authorities, the Alsace Region, the Département of Bas-Rhin and
the City of Strasbourg, who, in cooperation with the French State, have given their support to this
achievement.

So often torn apart by history, in the crossfire of continental rivalries, Strasbourg today embodies
the ideal of peace and democracy for our whole continent. In housing your Parliament, as well as
the Council of Europe with the European Court of Human Rights, Strasbourg has become to some
extent the capital of European citizenship.

Today we should think about how all Europe’s various capitals can live together within an enlarged
Europe. The network of links between the seats of Europe’s institutions and with the Member States
should be as dense and as uncomplicated as possible. We are aware of your concerns and you may
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rest assured that I shall do my best, from my position, together with the French Government, to
answer them to your satisfaction.

When your Assembly moved into these premises nearly six months ago, much was said and written
about the new building and the problems it encountered in its first weeks. Legitimate concerns were
expressed, shared by all those, whether MEPs, administrators, officials, journalists or tourists, who
worked in and visited these buildings. However, I am sure these were mere teething troubles, which
probably could not have been avoided in a project of this size. They are gradually being overcome
thanks to the energetic measures which you, Madam President, together with your Secretary-
General, have taken since assuming office.

I am sure that everyone will soon find their feet here. Soon, I hope, no-one will express anything
but admiration for this fine building which has given your Parliament a seat worthy of the task
conferred upon it by the Treaties. A very important task, ladies and gentlemen, and one whose
scope is continually increasing. Your institution, in which the voice of our peoples is expressed, is
involved in all the debates which are going on in Europe, and this year which is now ending will
undoubtedly be the year of the European Parliament.

The collective resignation of the Commission, last spring, following the report of the Committee of
Wise Men, which this House had called for, marked the end of an era. It did away with the
perception of Europe as over-technocratic and over-secretive. Your vigilant scrutiny of the use of
European funds showed your determination to exercise your powers to the full. We must put an end
once and for all to the idea that the European Parliament has few powers. Each successive treaty
which has been concluded on the way to the present Union has increased the European Parliament’s
powers and responsibilities. First of all it was given budgetary powers, then the Treaty of
Maastricht gave it the status of a co-legislator, and this status was then strengthened by the entry
into force of the Treaty of Amsterdam a few months ago.

With the extension of codecision there are now few areas in which you are not involved, and the
citizens of Europe, who followed with interest the hearings of the candidates prior to the
appointment of the new Commission, were able to see for themselves not only the importance of
this House’s role, but also the impartiality and competence which each one of you brought to the
process of appointing the European commissioners. I should like to pay tribute here to the volume
and quality of the work which is accomplished here, in your committees, in your plenary sittings
and in the Conciliation Committee involving the European Parliament and the Council, a veritable
crucible in which European law is forged.

This everyday work of legislation and supervision has become an essential part of the life of our
Union, but one which does not encroach on the prerogatives of the Council or the Commission, for
we all wish to respect the institutional balance provided for by the Treaties. Your role will grow still
further with the fresh reform of the European institutions which the Helsinki European Council has
just launched – and I should like to pay tribute to the outgoing Presidency which has worked
extremely hard to achieve the success of the Helsinki Summit.
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Alongside the planned extension of qualified majority voting to cover new areas, it seems to me to
be natural that your Parliament’s powers should be widened as a co-legislator in these fields. It is
essential that you should make your point of view heard on this institutional reform. It is your wish,
and the European Council has just adopted provisions to this effect at Helsinki. I shall ensure that
they are implemented in a spirit of openness during the French Presidency of the Union, which I
hope may make it possible to complete the work of the Intergovernmental Conference. I also
welcome the fact, Madam President, that after the successful experiment we have seen in Helsinki,
you will once again, at each European Council, be able to carry on a genuine dialogue with the
Heads of State and Government rather than merely making a speech setting out Parliament’s views.

Your Assembly is an institution which is gaining in power within the Union, but too many
Europeans are still ignorant of your role – as witness, alas, the low turnout at the European elections
in nearly all the Member States. Let us therefore combine our efforts to ensure that the electoral
system throughout Europe brings ordinary citizens closer to those who represent them in
Strasbourg. Let us adopt a genuine statute for Members, respecting all this House’s prerogatives.

All this would help our fellow citizens identify more closely with their representatives. All this
would encourage them to step up their dialogue with their European parliamentarians. You yourself,
Madam President, set an example by taking every opportunity to speak in public, by tirelessly
explaining your institution’s role and by showing Parliament to be a strong, determined and
generous-minded body. Indeed, your enthusiasm is catching.

Ladies and gentlemen, these efforts must not be confined to raising the profile of your assembly.
Everyone is aware of this. The aim must now be to win the hearts and minds of our fellow citizens
by changing their very idea of Europe. Our peoples often see Europe as technocratic, distant or
abstract. We are mindful of their complaints. Little publicity is given to the Treaties and European
rules and regulations. The Union too often ignores citizens’ day-to-day concerns. It often imposes
constraints on their lives. It does not take sufficient heed of the principle of subsidiarity, but at the
same time fails to pay sufficient attention to the major scourges of our time, such as unemployment,
exclusion, drugs and crime. Well, let us answer these criticisms together.

We must, of course, do more to coordinate our economic policies more effectively, consolidate our
social model and create a single area of freedom, security and justice. But first of all, we must
explain ever more clearly to our citizens all the benefits which the Union already offers them, all the
guarantees it provides, how it protects them and improves their lives. We must explain to them in
simple terms how it works. We marshalled all the resources required to do this in connection with
the euro. Its appearance in the form of notes and coins will radically alter our citizens’ attitudes and
habits. It will prompt them to think and act as Europeans in their everyday lives. We are preparing
actively for this genuine cultural revolution and the transition to the euro has been accepted so
readily by our peoples because we gave ourselves the means to explain its implications and ensure
that they were understood.
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We must adopt the same approach and implement a broader range of information campaigns in
order to ensure that the European project as a whole, our institutions and our policies are better
understood. The budget resources needed will have to be released. We will also have to mobilise the
efforts of all our political leaders and you, who have been elected by universal suffrage, will have to
be in the vanguard and show the way. But if we are to secure the support of all our citizens, ladies
and gentlemen, we must also be capable of making the dream of Europe a  reality. We must create a
citizens’ Europe in which each individual gradually comes to see that he or she has a role to play.
We must create a common identity which is respectful of national identities, respectful of the
peoples who make up the Union, respectful of their languages and cultures. Our peoples do not wish
to be swallowed up by Europe. Quite the reverse: through Europe, they want to give new meaning
to their existence. We have a duty to build this great common house in which each individual
nevertheless feels at home. A house in which everyone lives together, in a spirit of solidarity, but in
which each individual retains his or her identity.

The Helsinki European Council achieved a major step forward and others will no doubt follow over
the coming year. This strengthening of Europe and the perception which our major partners have of
it will help to clarify the image which our fellow citizens have of Europe and themselves.

Ladies and gentlemen, these are the tasks facing us, the political leaders and elected representatives
of the Union. Next year, taking over from Portugal, France will have the honour and the
responsibility of holding  the Union Presidency and leading Europe to the threshold of the third
millennium. Its priorities are the same, I know, as those of this House: a Europe of citizens,
knowledge and innovation, the charter of fundamental rights, reform of the institutions and
enlargement, European defence. Rest assured that my country is determined that you should play a
full part in the work and discussions which mark its Presidency.

In exactly one year’s time I shall return to this Chamber to assess with you the six months of that
Presidency. We will measure the progress made. I am convinced that together, sharing the same
vision of Europe and pursuing the same ambitions for the Union, we will have enabled it to take
further steps forward. We will have improved its effectiveness, enhanced its spirit of solidarity and
strengthened its identity. In short, we will have brought our peoples closer together. This is the way
Europe progresses: faster and further than anyone predicts. I am sure that the 21st century will see a
humanist and prosperous, powerful and peaceful Europe confirmed among the leaders on the world
scene. Yes, the 21st century must be and will be that of a European renaissance.

Ladies and gentlemen, thank you.
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Addendum: 1

New .eu Domain

Changed Web and E-Mail Addresses
The introduction of the .eu domain also required the web and e-mail addresses of the European institutions to be adapted. Below please find a
list of addresses found in the document at hand which have been changed after the document was created. The list shows the old and newlist of addresses found in the document at hand which have been changed after the document was created. The list shows the old and new
address, a reference to the page where the address was found and the type of address: http: and https: for web addresses, mailto: for e-mailaddress, a reference to the page where the address was found and the type of address: http: and https: for web addresses, mailto: for e-mail
addresses etc.addresses etc.

Page: 2
Type: http:

Old: http://www.europarl.eu.int
New: http://www.europarl.europa.eu
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