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Please find hereafter the statement by the European Newspaper Publishers’ Association (ENPA)

given at the hearing on 27 April 2000. 1

____________________

                                                
1 This text has been submitted in English, French and German languages.
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Hearing on a draft Charter of Fundamental Rights
27 April 2000, European Parliament, Brussels

- Statement by the European Newspaper Publishers’ Association ENPA -

ENPA represents some 3000 daily, weekly and Sunday newspapers from seventeen European

countries. The associated publishing houses sell more than 91 million copies each day, which are

read by over 240 million people.

In the context of framing a draft Charter of Fundamental Rights, freedom of expression and press

freedom are of paramount importance to ENPA.

European newspaper publishers welcome the Convention’s attempt to put the fundamental right to

freedom of expression at the heart of its proposal. Nevertheless, a general clause such as this

demands clarification, such as how it is subsequently to be understood by the newspapers.

Freedom of expression as an essential prerequisite for the realisation and development of the

individual is well established in the classic tradition of human rights. As such, this freedom is an

integral requirement of a democratic system of government. Accordingly, the European Court of

Human Rights stressed that freedom of expression, according to Article 10, paragraph 1 of the

European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR), is one of the foundation stones of a democratic

society and is essential to its further development as well as individual self-realisation. Furthermore

this freedom is recognised as a general legal principle in Community law (Article 6 TEU).

Given this background and the stipulation that press freedom is part of the right to freedom of

expression, the European newspaper publishers support the following interpretations of the

aforementioned rights.

Press freedom is primarily a right to defence against intervention from both public and private

sectors. Only a free press, free from censorship, can fulfil its important democratic function.
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Publishers and other media companies must, therefore, be able to establish themselves freely in

society like other private businesses. They are therefore in journalistic and economic competition,

in which public authorities are fundamentally not allowed to intervene. This must be rooted in the

principle that anyone, at any time has the right to run a press business without the permission of the

authorities and without a licence.

Gathering information is also a basic prerequisite for a functioning press. In particular, this includes

unhindered access to information available in public institutions and its divulgence by the

competent offices.

Furthermore, every possible technical means of communication must play a part in guaranteeing

press freedom. The right to freedom of expression would be worthless if the press were hindered in

the dissemination of their products.

Moreover, press freedom must not be differentiated according to individual product categories and

journalistic or technical qualities. Freedom covers the entire content of publications, including

editorial as well as advertising.

Existing limitations, as we know them for instance from the European Convention on Human

Rights, must be interpreted narrowly with regard to the Charter and must not infringe the basic right

of press freedom. This is untouchable.

In this context ENPA has the following expectations of the Charter and its interpretation.

- The defence of the fundamental right to press freedom in the framework of the European

Charter, should not retreat from the framework established by Article 6, paragraph 2 (TEU).

The guarantee of press freedom as a basic right also derives from Article 10 (ECHR) and from

the joint constitutional traditions of the Member States.

- A codified basic right to press freedom at a European level should primarily be a right to

defence against state or state-tolerated third-party intervention.
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- Rewordings by the Charter must not reduce the current level of press freedom. On the contrary:

for the benefit of democracy and the development of the individual this should be recognised as

an opportunity to blaze a trail for a more liberal level.

The convention will shortly receive a comprehensive legal opinion on the subject of press freedom

at a European level, commissioned by the “Foundation for Democracy and Press Freedom“ and the

foundation “Press Freedom”. Both are German institutions.

___________________



Addendum: 1

New .eu Domain

Changed Web and E-Mail Addresses
The introduction of the .eu domain also required the web and e-mail addresses of the European institutions to be adapted. Below please find a
list of addresses found in the document at hand which have been changed after the document was created. The list shows the old and newlist of addresses found in the document at hand which have been changed after the document was created. The list shows the old and new
address, a reference to the page where the address was found and the type of address: http: and https: for web addresses, mailto: for e-mailaddress, a reference to the page where the address was found and the type of address: http: and https: for web addresses, mailto: for e-mail
addresses etc.addresses etc.

Page: 1
Type: mailto

Old: mailto:fundamental.rights@consilium.eu.int
New: mailto:fundamental.rights@consilium.europa.eu
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