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Please find hereafter the intervention by the Franciscans (Commission for Justice, Peace and 

Integration of Creation) made at the hearing on 27 April 2000. 1 

 

 

_____________________

                                                 
1  This text has been submitted in English language only. 
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Dear Ladies and gentlemen, members of the European Parliament 
 
We appreciate the chance that you give the Franciscan movement, to contribute to the Charter  
intended to improve and guarantee the rights of the people in the European Union. We stand in the 
tradition of St. Francis of Assisi respecting all life. 
Related to the Tampere paper “Franciscans International”, the NGO of the Franciscan family 
together with the International Catholic Migration Commission, intervened during the 56th U.N. 
Human Rights commission on the question of migrant workers informing the Commission of the 
seminar: “Europe: an area of freedom, security and justice?”(10 and 11 April 2000). The seminar on 
European Refugee and Migration Policy brought 90 participants together mostly from Church based 
organizations all over Europe. Human Dignity, inalienable, indivisible and inherent to every human 
being, no matter where they come from or which legal status they may enjoy, was at the centre of 
all our reflections during these two days. In our view, the respect for Human Dignity implies a 
specific approach to the different policy areas. We are glad to see, that this value is also reflected in 
the Charter. Values need to be fed by a spirituality that strengthen people to fulfill human values. 
Some results of the conference I will share with you: 

• Refugees and Asylum seekers: Among the Member States of the European Union, there is 
a need for harmonized asylum procedures as well as a common refugee definition. Together 
with decent reception conditions there is a need to respect the basic rights of every refugee 
or asylum applicant. These measures will not only help refugees in an uncertain situation, 
but also prevent an “Asylum Shopping” in different Member States. According to the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the notion of security does not only apply to the 
States but also every human being. In this context, we are concerned about the European 
Union’s readmission policy with regard to States where the security of the refugee cannot be 
guaranteed.  

 
• Migrants: We call for a positive approach to Migration, which is, and always has been  be 

an important benefit in our societies.The present lack, in many European Countries, of a 
coherent immigration legislation has a role to play in forcing people to use the asylum 
corridor to immigrate, and eventually get into an illegal situation. Our economies make large 
profit from migrants, not only byimporting highly qualified specialists, but also by 
implicitly accepting the system’s need for clandestine, low-qualified and badly-paid labour 
force. In this context, we may never forget the dignity of every migrant who is often in 
search for a better life for him- or herself and his/her family. 

 
• Trafficked Women and Children. Our concern goes to the victims of trafficking who are 

the weakest of all, having been humiliated, raped and consequently deprived of the most 
basic rights. They are often traumatized and need long term protection, legal and social 
assistance. They should be entitled to a permanent legal resident status, not to be limited to 
the sole purpose of serving as witnesses against the traffickers. Trafficking with human 
beings is a world business with high profit and low risk, compared to the trafficking with 
drugs and weapons. Traffickers who use coercion should undergo severe punishment, the 
confiscated money being used to provide help to the victims. However, as long as no 
coercion is used, trafficking might be the only hope for a refugee to get to the European 
Union. It is therefore indispensable to ensure the access to EU territory in order to provide 
for the examination of an asylum claim. This element finally shows the close links that exist 
between the different policies needed to create an area of freedom, security and justice for 
all.  
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Point 3 on page 10 of the charter speaks about the treatment of refugees. I suppose, this also means, 
that the so-called Dublin claimants and the repeated asylum seekers have the right for a shelter, 
food etc. We experience that these refugees have not always access to this rights in the Netherlands 
and sometimes not always in other European countries. 
The procedures do not give people a citizen status for years resulting in psychological damages and 
other trauma. 
In the whole discussion on migration we see the reduction of human beings to an economic factor: 
In fact to buy computer specialist in Poland and India without giving European citizens rights is a 
form of colonialism; could be experienced as a new form of colonialism human knowledge from the 
south to the industrialized Northern countries. 
As a catholic worker priest in Berlin last year proved a lot of people who work illegal are exploited: 
low wages and  the total lack of social security. 
Women and children are trafficked for the sex industry. As soon as they are found they have no 
right of protection nor the necessary support for the trial against the traffickers and for their own 
rehabilitation. They have been abused by citizens of Europe.  
Some examples: I know a case of a young 17 year old woman, who did not get sufficient support 
from the German authorities to proceed against traffickers in the Netherlands. She wanted to stay on 
a safe place in Germany. 
A Dutch woman from Moroccan origin does not get the necessary protection against her family, 
who do not accept her independence. Human Rights means direct protection without any reserve. 
Human Rights means, that a human being is more than a economic asset or a juridical entity. 
Asylum seekers don’t have the same rights and obligations as other people and the authorities. If a 
asylum seeker don’t observe the rules and the terms, he or she looses his or her case. However, if 
the authorities  don’t observe the rules and the terms there often are no sanctions.  
Man and woman ought to have the same right in the asylum procedure. 
Refugees should have the right to visit their family, if the family lives in another region or country. 
A citizen of Europe can contribute to the society. A asylum seeker has no right to contribute to his 
or her stay during the procedure by looking for work: a strange situation, that encourages and 
stimulates xenophobia. This prescription prevents asylum seekers having the possibility  
contributing to the society they live in. 
Human Rights means, that anyone, who has a legal status has the right to marry without  
restrictions. Very often Government officials, who have to judge the story of an asylum seeker,  
are of the opinion, that every asylum seeker is a liar, unless he proves the opposite.  
So we agree with your viewpoint on page 46: the Charter has to cover anyone in the territory of  
the Union, which includes foreigners and, in particular, immigrants.  
On page 21 you talk about the right on peace. Therefore I ask you to support the European Network 
for Civil Peace Services, that wants to intermediate in areas of conflicts. 
Economic sanctions referred to on page 48 function only with the support of opposition leaders, 
who are recognized as decent women and men. With regard to foreign policy we have to realize the 
consequences of our colonial past until now. This is also important for economic relations and 
trade.  
I suppose, that this charter will function as international law so that the member states are obliged to 
implement this Charter. We agree with conclusion 4 on page 50. 
Good and just rights will prevail. 
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Two other points: Equality of the person with regard to the law and Human Rights can’t imply 
differentiation between rich and poor. We see that people with money can protract a procedure 
while people with little money are forced to stop their procedure for the court. 
Security means also traffic security. That gives the authorities the obligation to make traffic more 
secure. Last weekend (Eastern) until Sunday evening here in belgium were already 14 people killed 
by accidents. 
 
We want to contribute further if you so wish. 
Peace and all Good. 
Louis Bohte ofm 
 
 
 

____________________ 



Addendum: 1

New .eu Domain

Changed Web and E-Mail Addresses
The introduction of the .eu domain also required the web and e-mail addresses of the European institutions to be adapted. Below please find a
list of addresses found in the document at hand which have been changed after the document was created. The list shows the old and newlist of addresses found in the document at hand which have been changed after the document was created. The list shows the old and new
address, a reference to the page where the address was found and the type of address: http: and https: for web addresses, mailto: for e-mailaddress, a reference to the page where the address was found and the type of address: http: and https: for web addresses, mailto: for e-mail
addresses etc.addresses etc.

Page: 1
Type: mailto

Old: mailto:fundamental.rights@consilium.eu.int
New: mailto:fundamental.rights@consilium.europa.eu
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