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Brussels, 30 May 2000
(version multilingual EN/DE)

CHARTE 4311/00

CONTRIB 178

COVER NOTE
Subject : Draft Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union

Please find hereafter different contributions from the Kolping Society of Europe. 1

_____________________

                                                
1 This text has been submitted in German, French and English. (The text of the letter in German

only).
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Rat der Europäischen Union
Konvent zur Erarbeitung der Charta der Grundrechte
Herrn Prof. Roman Herzog
Rue de la Loi, 175

B-1048 Bruxelles

12.05.2000 GS/So

Sehr geehrter Herr Prof. Herzog,

das Kolpingwerk Europa verfolgt seit Jahren intensiv alle Schritte zur europäischen Integration und
hat immer wieder das Anliegen betont, dass diese Idee der europäischen Einigung vor allem auch
von den Bürgern in Europa mitgetragen werden muss.

Die Kontinentalversammlung des Kolpingwerkes Europa hat in einer Stellungnahme vom
12.09.1999 darauf verwiesen, dass das Kolpingwerk in einer Charta der Grundrechte der
Europäischen Union eine gute Möglichkeit sieht für die Bürger zu erkennen, dass die Europäische
Union nicht nur eine Wirtschaftsgemeinschaft ist, sondern längst zu einer Rechtsgemeinschaft
wurde, die im Kern auch eine Friedensgemeinschaft ist.

Das Kolpingwerk Europa verfolgt daher mit großem Interesse die Diskussion um die Formulierung
dieser Charta der Grundrechte und möchte zum aktuellen Diskussionsstand die beigefügte
Stellungnahme abgeben. Gleichzeitig fügen wir diesem Schreiben auch noch einmal die mehr
grundsätzliche Erklärung der Kontinentalversammlung des Kolpingwerkes Europa vom 12.09.1999
bei und würden uns freuen, wenn diese Stellungnahmen in den Diskussionsprozess mit eingebracht
werden könnten.

Mit freundlichen Grüßen

Dr. Michael Hanke Hubert Tintelott
Vorsitzender des Kolpingwerkes Europa Europasekretär

Anlagen
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Contribution to discussion from the Kolping Society of Europe on the work of the Convent on
the preparation of a Basic Rights Charter of the European Union

The Kolping Society of Europe explicitly welcomed the decision of the European Council in June
1999 to prepare a Basic Rights Charter of the European Union and in an initial statement dated
12.09.1999 presented a few basic considerations for the drawing-up of this Charter. In this
statement the Kolping Society undertook to actively accompany the process of discussion
surrounding the formulation of the Basic Rights Charter and to incorporate its own positions in this
discussion process.

It is with regret that the Kolping Society of Europe views the fact that the work of the Convent on
the preparation of a Basic Rights Charter of the European Union has met with only very limited
resonance from the public. This in its view is a danger to the unique opportunity for citizens of the
European Union to become conscious of their basic values and recognise the fact that the EU is
more than an economic community and that the future dynamism of the integration process also
depends on achieving a consensus on common basic values.

A discussion conducted with inadequate publicity on a Basic Rights Charter with a view to reaching
a decision during the EU summit meeting in Nice on 7 and 8 December 2000 also increases the risk
of this Basic Rights Charter of the EU merely being decided in Nice as a ceremonial declaration of
intent and thus of extensively restricting its legal effect.

In view of these shortcomings the Kolping Society of Europe calls upon the members of the
Convent and also upon the political decision-makers at a European and national level to conduct a
public and also controversial discussion on the contents of the Basic Rights Charter of the EU and
to strive for an adoption of this Charter as part of the European Treaties. A Basic Rights Charter of
the EU as a ceremonial declaration of intent would miss the aspired-to objective of being able to
clearly recognise basic rights and thus dash hopes of strengthening the citizens’ acceptance of the
EU through clearly recognisable basic rights. The Kolping Society of Europe will do everything in
its power to inform the public about the work of the Convent.

In addition to these more general considerations the Kolping Society of Europe would like to
comment on the process of discussion up to now and on two articles of the current draft dated 8
March 2000.

1. Family life

The current draft of Article 13 (3) reads as follows: ”The legal, economic and social protection
of the family will be guaranteed.”

This formulation overlooks the central significance of the family as a basic cell of society as
described time and again in other catalogues of human rights. Throughout the history of man
the family has always formed the core of society and has assumed irreplaceable responsibilities
in terms of regenerating society and socialising its children. Without wishing to overlook the
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change in the ways of life in our society such as marriage-like communities and the growing
number of single parents, the fact should not be overlooked and neglected that still to the
current day it is the family which still assumes the major share in regeneration of society and
socialisation of its children.

For this reason the EU must be interested in strengthening families and ensuring the legal,
economic and social protection of the family. The Kolping Society of Europe therefore calls
upon the Convent to revert to the original version of Article 13 (3) which reads “The Union
ensures the legal, economic and social protection of the family.”

2. Freedom of thought, conscience and religion

The Kolping Society of Europe views the current formulation of Article 14: ”Every individual
has the right to freedom of ideas, conscience and religion” to represent a reduction in the
regulations as presented, for example, in Article 8 of the European Catalogue of Human Rights.
The basic rights of the European Catalogue of Human Rights have already become a common
“Bill of Rights” through the jurisdiction of the organs of the convention. In view of the level of
basic rights protection already achieved, a legal uncertainty should be avoided through new or
reduced formulations. The Kolping Society of Europe believes it to be absolutely necessary that
the freedom of the individual to change his religion or Weltanschauung, as well as the freedom
to practise his religion or Weltanschauung alone or in community with others publicly or
privately is explicitly laid down in the EU Basic Rights Charter.

The Kolping Society of Europe will be also be attentively following the further course of discussion
and reserves the right to comment on the economic and social rights which have not yet been
formulated at a later date.

On behalf of the Kolping Society of Europe

signed
Anton Salesny Dr. Michael Hanke Hubert Tintelott
Europe Commissioner Chairman International Secretary
International Kolping Society Kolping Society of Europe International Kolping Society
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Kolping Society Demands Further Discussion of a European Constitution and the Adoption of
a Charta of Basic Rights

The depressingly low voter turnout for the elections to the European Parliament showed that the
idea and goal of European unification is gradually fading in the minds of the people, and opinion
polls in the EU member states have shown that they are increasingly sceptical about European
unification and further steps in this direction. This mood among the people of the European Union
underestimates the achieved level of European unity and the benefits of the alliance. The European
Union has long become a community of law, which is fundamentally also a community of peace.
For example, 80% of all economic legislation in the EU member states is effected by EU
institutions.

But this focus on economic issues and the discussion of interests and balancing of interests ignores
the fact that a society is constituted essentially by common values. Europe must therefore discuss
the concepts it has of itself and according to which it wants to live tomorrow, its image of
humankind, its norms and the ethical conditions of freedom. This discussion will show that, despite
all national differences, the European people have enough in common in their way of thinking, their
cultural expression, their concept of society and their attitude to life to agree on a common set of
fundamental values.

The European Union has always engaged in such a debate, right from the beginning of its
integration process, and it has always been tied up in the debate on a European constitution. A first
draft constitution was already completed in 1953. But, unfortunately, this debate on a constitution
was repeatedly abandoned, although many elements of a constitution were incorporated in the 5
treaties of the European Union. The signing of the Treaties of Rome launched a slow process of
forming a constitution, which has the express support of the Kolping Society. This process needs
new stimulation at present, which it could obtain through a Charta of Basic Rights.

The Treaty of Amsterdam reinforces the European Union's support for human rights and
fundamental freedoms and expressly confirms the Union's commitment to social basic rights. And
basic and human rights are largely enforced in the constitutional structures of the individual EU
states. But the European Union as a centre of Europe's structural architecture needs an independent
Charta of Basic Rights to unite the former constitution-like documents and permanently strengthen
basic rights and ensure their consistent integration in current activities and political decisions of the
European Union.

The Kolping Society of Europe supports all efforts to formulate and adopt a Charta of Basic Rights,
because

•  This debate can contribute to making the people aware of their basic rights and enabling them to
exercise these rights.

 
•  A separate Charta of Basic Rights would overcome the current European system of relegation,

so that basic rights would more visibly become a basis of political decisions.
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The Kolping Society of Europe is aware of the risks of formulating a genuine community-focused
catalogue of basic rights and therefore demands that

•  The Formulation of a Charta of Basic Rights be based on the already formulated European
Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, which has become
a joint European bill of rights through the jurisdiction of the parties to the convention.

 
•  The Charta should focus on formulating basic rights that are justiciable.
 
•  The debate on basic rights be protected against an excessive focus on current but temporary

social trends, as only such basic rights should be included in a catalogue of basic rights that are
supported by a broad majority of the people.

 
•  A balance be found between legal protection of the individual and a law-based system of

government.
 
•  Democracy should remain viable and not be paralysed by exaggerated participation rights.

The Kolping Society of Europe undertakes

To raise awareness of the necessity to adopt a Charta of Basic Rights in its chapters.

To inform members of the contents of the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights
and Fundamental Freedoms.

To contribute to the debate on the discussion and adoption of a Charta of Basic Rights and to voice
its position based on a Christian image of humankind.

Discussed and adopted by the Continental Assembly of the Kolping Society of Europe on 12
September 1999 in Cologne/Immenreuth.

For the International Kolping Society:

signed
Anton Salesny
Europe Commissioner
International Kolping Society

Dr. Michael Hanke
Chairman
Kolping Society of Europe

Hubert Tintelott
Secretary General
International Kolping Society

_____________________


