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Mr Chairman

I speak on behalf of the International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims (IRCT). We would
like to speak on two points: the importance of prevention of torture and the rehabilitation of torture
victims.

The IRCT is a medically based organisation, supporting approximately 200 centres and
programmes for rehabilitation of victims of torture world-wide.

The IRCT welcomes this important initiative from the EU with regard to its Human Rights
obligations. The recognition and observance of fundamental human rights such as the prohibition of
torture is a cornerstone in any democratic society with an aim of sustainable development. This has
to be acknowledged in the process of accepting new member states and in the relations of the
European Union with third countries. A charter on fundamental rights and freedoms will provide
the necessary framework in which observance of these rights and freedoms can be implemented.

The IRCT supports 47 centres in 11 member states of the European Union. These rehabilitation
centres provide a vital service for those people fleeing persecution in their own country and seeking
refuge in Europe. Within the European Union, rehabilitation of tortured refugees will be
instrumental in their social and economic reintegration. Torture as an experience carries many
consequences such as social isolation, loss of self-confidence and anger. Left untreated, these
people will not be able to adapt to the new society and will not be able to provide either for
themselves or for their families. On the contrary, feelings of anger and hopelessness may turn into
aggressive behaviour that may ultimately create dissonance in the society in which they live.

For this reason, we are pleased to see in the latest version of the draft charter that the prohibition
against torture is now placed in a separate article.

However, we would like to see the inclusion of:
1. the right to rehabilitation, similar to article 14 of the Convention against Torture
2. the prohibition against the return of asylum seekers in danger of being tortured

similar to the provisions in Article 33 in the Refugee Convention and Article 3 in
the UN Convention Against Torture

We would further like to see that the highest standard possible be the aim of the Convention. Thus
care should be taken to include all relevant developments in regard to the prohibition of torture such
as case-law not only from the European Court on Human Rights but also other regional and
international bodies.

The Charter should also take care to include into the right to reparation the right to a judicial
remedy, compensation and restitution. Moreover, the Charter should include an article on training
of relevant personnel as in article 10 of the UN Convention Against Torture.

We hope that these recommendations will be become part of this important discussion and we thank
the Convention for giving us this opportunity for presenting our views.

Thank you
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Proposed amendment to Article: 4

Submitted by: IRCT (International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims)

The IRCT is a medically based organisation, supporting approximately 200 centres and
programmes for rehabilitation of victims of torture world-wide.

Proposed text:

1. No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment.

2. No one may be expelled or extradited to a State where he would be in
danger of being subjected to the death penalty, torture or other inhuman
treatment.

3. The victim of an act of torture shall have an enforceable right to as full
rehabilitation as possible, including the means for social reintegration.

ARTICLE X:

Public authorities shall ensure that education and information regarding these
rights and freedoms are fully included in the training of law enforcement
personnel, civil or military, medical personnel, public officials and other public
officers.

Reasons:     The IRCT bases its suggestions on provisions found in other fundamental texts
such as the Convention against Torture (Articles 10 and 14).

_____________________


