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Please find hereafter a contribution from the European Children's Network (Euronet) regarding

CONVENT 28 and 34. 1

_____________________

                                                
1 This text has been submitted in English language only.

mailto:fundamental.rights@consilium.europa.eu


CHARTE 4343/00 cb 2
JUR   EN

CHILDREN’S RIGHTS IN THE EU CHARTER OF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS

Briefing on EU Charter of Fundamental Rights
Euronet’s position with regard to Convent 28 and 34

Civil and Political Rights- Convent 28 of 5 May 2000

Article 23 – Children’s Rights

Euronet, the European Children’s Network welcomes the inclusion of an article on children’s rights
- Article 23 in Convent 28 of 5 May 2000 and is pleased that this article is based on the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child. However, Euronet believes that a clear reference to the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child within the Article is necessary, since this is the most
comprehensive statement of children’s rights and has almost universal recognition. In this respect
we support the amendment underlined below tabled by Mrs Maij-Weggen MEP:

Existing article 23 plus amendment by Mrs Maij-Weggen MEP

Children must be treated as equal individuals, they must be allowed to influence matters pertaining
to their person to a degree corresponding to their maturity.  The European Union shall ensure that
all EU activities are fully compatible with the principle of the best interests of the child as expressed
in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

The above amendment is our preferred option.

However, if this is not possible our second preference would be the amendment tabled by Mr
Cornillet, Member of the Convention, since this includes the two main principles on the rights of
the child as set out in the UN Convention on the rights of the Child.

Article 23 amendment by Mr Cornillet

1. In all decisions affecting children, the best interests of the child shall be a primary
consideration

2. Each child who is capable of forming his or her own views, has the right to express
these views freely in all matters affecting the child and the views of the child shall be
given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child.

Article 13-  Family Life - Convent 28 of 5 May 2000

Euronet supports article 13 on family life which is drawn from the UN Convention on the Rights of
the Child. However, another important principle of the Convention on the Rights of the Child is to
support the family to protect and give special care to children. We therefore suggest the following
additions, which are underlined:
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1. Everyone has the right to respect for his or her family life.

2. Everyone has the right to marry and to found a family, according to the national laws governing
the exercise of this right.

3. The family shall enjoy legal economic and social protection and be supported in giving children
the care and protection they need.

Economic and Social Rights- Convent 34 of 16 May 2000

Article 37- Protection of young people

Article 37 refers to the protection of young people in employment. The current title is the protection
of young people we believe that in line with the European Social Charter, the title should be
changed to :

The protection of children and young people.

According to the Convention on the Rights of the Child the definition of a child is all persons under
18 years.

And the following should be added to Article 37 – drawn from Article 7 of the European Social
Charter.

Children and young people shall be protected against physical and moral dangers to which they are
exposed and particularly those resulting directly or indirectly from their work.

Statement of reasons
We also believe that the statement of reason should contain a reference to ILO Convention 182
which aims to ban the worst forms of child labour.

Preamble to the EU Charter of Fundamental rights

Euronet believes it is important that an explicit reference is made to children as holders of rights in
the Preamble of the Charter. Children are a particularly vulnerable group within the EU and are not
always explicitly recognised as EU citizens.

30 May 2000
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