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Words by the Chair 
The outcome of the UK referendum has triggered a subsequent 
rise in hate crimes directed at EU migrants and ethnic 
minorities in the UK. Moments such as this draw attention to 
the importance of the work of the Civil Liberties, Justice and 
Home Affairs Committee in its role as a watchdog for 
fundamental rights across the EU. We must be united in our 
resolve to continue to defend our fundamental rights and to 

continue to work to prevent all forms of hate crime against minority groups.   

In the past months, the LIBE Committee has continued its important work on measures under 
the European Agenda for Security to fight cross-border crime and terrorism. This includes the 
adoption of the draft report on reforms of the European Criminal Records Information System 
(ECRIS) on the exchange of information on the criminal convictions of EU citizens. Following a 
vote by large majority, the ECRIS system will now be extended to include non-EU nationals. 
The report also calls for the system to be used to check the criminal records of people seeking 
to work with children. The Committee has also advanced work on the Directive on Combatting 
Terrorism, which will replace Framework Decision 2002/475/JHA and establish minimum rules 
on the definition of terrorist offences, offenses related to a terrorist group or terrorist activities 
and penalties in this area, in addition to providing specific measures on protection, support and 
assistance to the victims of terrorism.  

A number of key migration files have also been adopted including the report on a new EU travel 
document to ease return of irregular migrants. It will produce a common format for the European 
travel document which would help to prevent abuse of the European asylum system. In addition, 
following the conclusion of negotiations with the Council, the LIBE Committee has adopted the 
agreed text on the European Border and Coast Guard Agency which will enable extra border 
guard teams to be rapidly deployed to EU countries whose external borders are under pressure. 
Our Committee amended the original proposal in order to better respond to migration and 
internal security challenges, while also achieving the aim of preserving free movement within 
the Schengen area and increasing transparency and accountability to the Parliament.  

In June our Committee also held an exchange of views with Commissioner Avramopoulos where 
Members raised a number of questions concerning the European Agenda on Migration as well as 
the EU-Turkey statement. Regarding this statement, Members also heard the Commission on 
the state of play, as well as civil society representatives (MSF and the UNHCR). It is clear that 
there are outstanding fundamental rights concerns in the EU-Turkey statement which need to be 
addressed, Member States must quickly implement the necessary measures concerning the 
emergency relocation mechanism and resettlement in order to ease the pressure faced by 
Member States on the periphery such as Greece. In addition, Member States need to quickly 
support Greece with the necessary resources to facilitate the EU-Turkey statement.  

Claude MORAES 

Chair’s agenda 
12 July – The LIBE Chair will meet with Slovakian Justice and Home Affairs Ministers to discuss the 
key priorities of the upcoming Presidency, which will include high-profile dossiers such as the Dublin 
Regulation and the Directive on Combatting Terrorism. 

 

Highlight of the month 
Political agreement reached on European Border and 
Coast Guard 
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The proposal for a European Border and Coast Guard (EBCG) was brought 
forward by the Commission last December as one of the measures to 
address the unprecedented migration crisis and its effects on the 
Schengen area as an area 
without internal border control. 
Deficiencies in the proper 
management of the external 
border had become apparent 
and several Member States had 
resorted to reintroducing 
temporary border controls at 
internal borders thereby placing 
in question the functioning of 
the Schengen area of free 
movement. In this context, the 
EBCG proposal aimed at 
strengthening the management 
of the external border, in 
particular by setting up a new 
European Border and Coast Guard Agency, built on Frontex, with 
reinforced powers and more resources.  

 

Following his nomination at the end of February, the Rapporteur Artis 
Pabriks (EPP), presented his draft report in an extraordinary LIBE 
meeting on 11 April. While fully supporting the proposal, the Rapporteur 
presented amendments with the aim to further strengthen the proposal 
by increasing the Agency's effectiveness, as well as its efficiency and 
accountability. Members subsequently tabled more than 1000 
amendments and three other Committees (Budgets, Fisheries and 
Foreign Affairs) sent their opinions to LIBE. All these were discussed 
among Rapporteur and Shadow Rapporteurs who agreed on a large 
number of compromises ahead of the vote in LIBE. On 30 May the 
Committee then voted its position and gave a negotiating team the 
mandate to enter into negotiations with the Council and the 
Commission in view of reaching a first reading agreement. During the 
time period between the vote in LIBE Committee and the political 
agreement reached on 21 June, a total of 19 meetings took place, both 
internal or with the other institutions which included 4 political trilogues. 

 

The political agreement reached contains many elements by which the 
current situation will be improved: 

- The new Regulation will provide for an even closer link of key actors. 
The EBCG will be composed of the new EBCG Agency and the national 
authorities which are responsible for border management, including 
coast guards to the extent that they carry out border control tasks. The 
European cooperation on coast guard functions foresees the support of 
national authorities carrying out coast guard functions at national and 
Union level by the Agency in cooperation with the European Fisheries 
Control Agency and the European Maritime Safety Agency. The 
regulations of these agencies are being modified in parallel. 

- The new Regulation will contain for the first time in legislation a 
definition of the concept of European integrated border management 
and its components. Operational and technical strategies at European 
and national level will have to be in line with these provisions. 

- A number of new tools will be introduced which are aimed to avoid 
that crisis situations at the external border emerge. The Agency will 
conduct regular vulnerability assessments of Member States to assess 

their capacity and readiness 
to face upcoming challenges. 
In addition, the Agency shall 
ensure regular monitoring of 
the management of the 
external borders of all Member 
States through liaison officers. 

- More border guards and 
equipment will be available 
for activities of the Agency. 
There will be a rapid 
reaction pool of 1,500 
border guards and a rapid 
reaction equipment pool. 

- A new procedure for a situation at the external borders requiring 
urgent action will be in place to deal with a situation where a 
Member State does not take necessary measures or in the event of 
specific and disproportionate pressure at the external border, where 
a Member State has not requested the Agency for sufficient 
support, thus rendering the control of the external borders 
ineffective to such an extent that it risks putting in jeopardy the 
functioning of the Schengen area. A modification of the Schengen 
Borders Code will allow as an ultima ratio for the coordinated 
reintroduction of internal border control. 

- There will be reinforced powers for the Agency in the field of return. 
It was, however, specified that the Agency may only execute return 
decisions issued by Member States in respect of the Return Directive 
and within the framework of EU fundamental rights standards. 

- For the activities of the Agency there will be reinforced fundamental 
rights safeguards and a complaints mechanism which will allow any 
person who is directly affected by the actions of staff involved in 
activities to submit a complaint to the Agency. 

- The Agency will be accountable to the European Parliament and the 
Council. It will be required to transmit more information and 
documents to the European Parliament and there will be reinforced 
provisions regarding the information of the public. The role of the 
Parliament in the nomination of the Executive Director was 
strengthened. 

 

 

For further information: 

 

- Press release 

- All documents of the procedure 

- The proposal for a European Border and Coast Guard: evolution 
or revolution in external border management?    

Highlight of the month 

European Border and Coast Guard: 

Political agreement reached in trilogue on 21 June 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160621IPR33114/European-Border-and-Coast-Guard-Parliament-and-Council-strike-provisional-deal
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2015/0310%28COD%29&l=en#documentGateway
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2016/556934/IPOL_STU(2016)556934_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2016/556934/IPOL_STU(2016)556934_EN.pdf
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 Visa liberalisation: Georgia, Kosovo and Ukraine 

The LIBE Committee 
is currently dealing 
with the legislative 
proposals to amend 
Regulation (EC) No 
539/2001, transferring 
Georgia, Kosovo and 
Ukraine to the list of 
visa-free countries. 
These visa waivers 

apply only to holders of biometric passports and the proposal will 
be dealt under the ordinary legislative procedure. 

For the proposal for Georgia (Rap. Mariya Gabriel, EPP), last 25 
April, the Commission presented the proposal in a session which 
had the presence of some Georgian representatives, who were 
participating in the 2nd meeting of the EU-Georgia Parliamentary 
Association Committee. The draft report was presented on 4th July. 

On the Kosovo proposal, the rapporteur Tanja Fajon (S&D) 
presented her draft report last 15 June, recalling that the 
proposal comes after a long process initiated under the EU-
Kosovo Visa Liberalisation Dialogue launched in January 2012 
which has been conducted without prejudice to Member States’ 
position on the status and recognition of Kosovo. 

As for what concerns Ukraine (Rap. Mariya Gabriel, EPP), the 
Commission presented the legislative proposal last 26 May 
underlining that in its sixth and final progress report, adopted last 
December 2015, the Commission considered that Ukraine made 
the necessary progress and presented the current proposal which 
will be discussed under the ordinary legislative procedure. 

 

 Fight against corruption and follow up of the 
CRIM resolution 

On 16 June, the LIBE Committee discussed the 200 
amendments tabled to the draft report. The Rapporteur Laura 
Ferrara (EFDD) pointed out that they contain valuable ideas. 
Nevertheless, she underlined that it is important to stick to the 
structure and objectives of the draft report. A right balance 
and good compromises have to be found during the following 
work on the report. 

The Shadow Rapporteurs presented their main amendments. 
Nuno Melo (EPP) commented on private-public partnership, 
public procurement, corruption in the sport, labour exploitation 
of refugees. Iliana Iotova (S&D) explained her idea for 
combining the various monitoring mechanisms at EU level 
(CVM, Anti-corruption, EU Justice Scoreboard) into a broader 
rule of law monitoring mechanism applicable for all Member 
States. She also described in more detail her amendments on 
corruption in the EU institutions. Nathalie Griesbeck (ALDE) 

pointed out the efficient use of EU information systems, money 
laundering, combatting cybercrime. Josep-Maria Terricabras 
(Greens) presented the Ms Joly’s amendments related to the 
environmental crime, EPPO and protection of whistle-blowers. 
Dennis De Jong (GUE/NGL) reminded that the general principles 
recognised in the EP resolution on EU approach to criminal law 
must be taken into account. The vote of the report is foreseen 
to take place on 12 July. 

 

 EU common list of safe countries of origin  

The proposal is aimed to establish a common list of countries 
considered safe for their own nationals regarding asylum 
requests in the EU, on the basis of the common criteria set in 
Directive 2013/32/EU on common procedures for granting and 
withdrawing international protection. 

Last 30th May the LIBE Committee considered the amendments 
on this proposal. During the debate, the Rapporteur Sylvie 
Guillaume (S&D) recalled that currently there is no EU common 
list of safe countries of origin and that in her draft report she 
suggested abolishing the national lists at the latest three years 
after the entry into force of the EU common list, as a means to 
reach real harmonisation within the EU. Also, the Rapporteur 
proposed to improve the methodology for the assessment of 
third countries in the context of the adoption and review 
process. In particular, she seeks to enhance the flexibility of the 
procedure for reviewing the list in the event of ‘sudden changes 
in the situation’ and thus avoiding overlong response times and 
preventing a country being inappropriately placed on the list. 
The vote on the draft report is scheduled on 7th July. 

 

 Entry and exit system 

The Commission presented the revised Smart Borders Package 
adopted on 6 April. The Package is a revised version of the 
original smart borders' proposals of 2013 for which both the 
Council and Parliament voiced technical, operational and costs 
issues. This revised Package follows a proof of concept exercise 
consisting of a technical study and costs study and a testing 
phase of 12 months conducted by eu-LISA. The new proposal 
foresees a single database (the Entry/Exit system (EES)). The 
Commission did not present a proposal for an EU Registered 
Traveller Program (RTP) as it had done in 2013.  

For the future EES, the Commission proposes to store personal 
data of third country nationals crossing the Schengen external 
borders, their biometrics (4 fingerprints and facial image) and 
the Entry/Exit records (data of crossing and place of crossing) 
with the objective of abolishing the current stamping of 
passports and to accelerate the border crossing process. The 
Commission proposes a data retention period of five years and 
an access to the system for law enforcement purposes. The cost 

Highlights of the LIBE  meetings in May and June 
 

The full agenda, the documents and the webstreaming of the meetings are available here. 
 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search?committee=LIBE


LIBE NEWSLETTER - ISSUE 19 – 5 JULY 2016 4 

 

4
 

  

 

of the project is estimated at 480 million euros. Regarding the 
amendments to the Schengen Border Code, there will be the 
possibility for introducing self-service (e-gates and kiosks) for 
third country nationals as well as to provide the legal framework 
for national RTPs for Member States which wish to establish 
such national RTPs.  

The Rapporteur Agustín Díaz de Mera (EPP) welcomed the 
proposals. He referred, in particular, to the reduction of 
unnecessary processing of biometric data, the access to law 
enforcement authorities, the reduction in terms of cost, the 
compliance with the Data Protection Directive as well as the 
acceleration of processing at border controls. Some Shadow 
Rapporteurs criticised the proposals. The Council Presidency 
welcomed the proposal as they consider it a good basis for their 
work and announced that the Council Working Party on 

Frontiers was finishing its first reading of the texts. 

 

 Relocation 

46 amendments were tabled to the draft report of the 
Rapporteur, Ska Keller (Greens), who agrees in principle with 
the need to improve Council Decision 2016/1601, for example 
regarding the inclusion of Iraqis and Afghans on a stable basis 
into the relocation scheme. 

However, she does not agree with the legal basis for the 
proposal and rejects the inclusion of the so called 1:1 scheme 
into the relocation mechanism. In her opinion, this decision is 
not taken as an emergency measure and relocation places as 
agreed last September were still needed given the actual 
number of asylum seekers in Greece and the increasing number 
of arrivals in Italy. Some of the amendments reinforce the 
position of the Rapporteur regarding the legal basis and the 
rejection of the EU-Turkey statement as a whole, while others 
rather emphasised those proposals of the Rapporteur seeking to 
accelerate procedures and to implement the decisions under the 
relocation scheme, and the EU-Turkey statement, in line with 
international human rights law. 

 

 Exchange of views with Dimitris Avramopoulos, 
Commissioner for Migration, Home Affairs and 
Citizenship further to the JHA Council of 9/10 June 

The Commissioner presented the state of play of the 
Commission initiatives in the field of migration and asylum, visa 
policy and security. 

The EU-Turkey statement had a strong impact regarding 
decreasing the arrivals to Greece, although the hotspots capacity 
still had to be considerably strengthened. The Commissioner 
acknowledged the progress made in the relocation scheme and in 
the resettlement programme from Turkey, while calling upon 
Member States to increase rapidly their efforts by increasing 
pledges and shortening procedures. He mentioned the new 
Commission strategy on the EU external dimension of migration 
and urged the co-legislators to support this new policy.   

On the functioning of the Common European Asylum System 
(CEAS), the Commissioner explained that the reform was based 

on a comprehensive approach and aims at introducing common 
rules and fair share of responsibility. Besides, more investments 
and a stronger political will will be needed for a long-term 
integration strategy. He welcomed the progress on the 
establishment of the European Border and Coast Guard, which 
contributes to ensuring the integrity of the Schengen area.  

With regard to the EU visa policy, a common position on the 
visa waiver suspension mechanism should be agreed by the co-
legislators. The Commissioner regretted that the Council has 
not yet found 
an agreement 
on the visa 
liberalization 
for Georgia, 
Ukraine, 
Kosovo and 
Turkey. On the 
visa reciprocity 
with the U.S. 
and Canada, 
following a letter from the LIBE Chair, the Commissioner 
recognised the economic and political implications of the issue 
and confirmed his commitment to facilitate the discussions.  

To respond to the current security threats, EUROPOL plays a key 
role in information sharing, threats assessment and operational 
coordination among national authorities. The Commissioner 
stressed the need for a full and rapid implementation of the EU 
Passenger Name Record (PNR) Data Directive. He underlined the 
importance of introducing rules on firearm possession in the 
Directive on Combating Terrorism as well as preventing terrorists 
from travelling within and to the EU. Finally, on the EU anti-drug 
policy, a new legal framework on the new psychoactive 
substances needs to be reached. 

In the following debate, many Members raised concerns 
regarding the compliance of the EU-Turkey statement with 
international and EU obligations, and the lack of solidarity within 
the relocation scheme. They stressed the need for a holistic 
approach towards the CEAS reform and on the adoption of a 
monitoring system for an effective implementation of the EU 
external migration strategy. Some Members called upon the 
Commission to put forward a delegated act on the visa reciprocity 
with the U.S. and Canada and asked for the introduction of 
mandatory rules on sharing information databases within the EU 
counter-terrorism strategy. 

 

 EU travel document for the return of illegally 
staying third-country nationals 

On 30 May, the draft report (Rap: Jussi Halla-aho, ECR) was 
adopted and the composition of the negotiating team was 
agreed. A first informal trilogue took place on 23 June 2016.  

This Commission proposal is part of the Commission’s border 
package of the European Agenda on Migration proposed on 15 
December 2015. The proposal was prompted by the observation 
that the EU system to return irregular migrants is not 
sufficiently effective. The Commission proposes to increase 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160607/communication_external_aspects_eam_towards_new_migration_ompact_en.pdf
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return succes by a new travel document. Such a document 
existed already. On 30 November 1994 the Council issued a 
recommendation concerning the adoption of a standard travel 
document for the expulsion of third country nationals. Already 
in 1999 it became clear that there were “wide differences in the 
use of the laissez-passer and in Member States’ success rate in 
its acceptance by third countries.” A letter was sent to third 
countries on the use of the standard travel document (Council 
document st7665/99). 

In a survey by the European Migration Network in 2010 most 
Member States stated that they either did not issue the 
document or only in very special cases, often citing a lack of 
acceptance in destination countries. In its proposal of 2015 the 
Commission stated that the reasons for the lack of acceptance 
by third countries includes its inadequate security standards. 

The 8 October Justice and Home Affairs Council prepared 
special Council conclusions on the future of the return policy 
(Council document st12856/15). The Council invited the 
Commission, the EEAS and the Member States to promote the 
EU standard travel document. The Member States committed 
to using more regularly the document in return operations. The 
conclusions of the European Council of 15 and 16 October included 
a recommendation to “promote the acceptance by third countries 
of an improved European return laissez-passer as the reference 
document for returnees”(Council document st11140/15). 

The Commission proposal aims “to establish a dedicated 
European travel document for the return of third-country 
nationals subject to a return decision, which provides for a 
uniform format and enhanced technical and security features to 
ensure a wider acceptance by third countries and the increased 
use of such document for the purpose of readmission.” The 
Rapporteur recognised the need for such a document, but also 
suggested a regular and thorough review and analysis of the 
workings of the travel document. 

 

Illicit drug trafficking/new psychoactive substances 

The Rapporteurs, Teresa Jiménez-Becerril Barrio (EPP) and 
Michał Boni (EPP), asked the Shadow Rapporteurs for their 
agreement on the new approach to the new psychoactive 
substances package as negotiated with the Council Presidency 
and the EU Commission representatives: 

1) The proposed Directive based on Article 83 TFEU would be expanded 
to include provisions on: information exchange; two categories of risk 
('risk' allowing to take further action at EU level and 'no risk' stopping 
further actions at EU level); and subjecting the harmful substance to the 
permanent control measure in the form of an EU-wide obligation to 
proclaim the substance illegal on the national level. 

2)  The provisions on the Early Warning System and risk analysis 
and assessment currently included in the proposed Regulation 
will be streamlined to ensure faster actions and included in the 
EMCDDA Regulation 1920/2006 (the revision of the Regulation 
on EMCDDA will be limited only to this aspect and will be treated 
as a part of the whole package). These points were included in a 
letter on behalf of the Rapporteurs to the LIBE Chair. 

To cover this new approach a new Commission proposal has 
been announced. 
 

Documents presented by the European Commission: 

 Communication on establishing a new Partnership Framework 
with third countries under European Agenda on Migration  

 Communication on Action Plan on the integration of third 
country nationals 

 Regulation on the establishment of 'Eurodac' for the 
comparison of fingerprints (recast) 

 Implementation of the hotspots approach in Italy 

 Second Report on the progress made in the implementation of 
the EU-Turkey Statement  

 

 

Items adopted during LIBE meetings in May and June (the documents can be consulted in the Legislative Observatory): 

 Draft reports on the Agreement on the short-stay visa waiver between the European Union and: 

the Republic of Colombia (Rap: Mariya Gabriel, EPP); the Republic of Palau (Rap: Mariya Gabriel, EPP); the Kingdom of Tonga  (Rap: Mariya 
Gabriel, EPP); and the Republic of Peru (Rap: Mariya Gabriel, EPP)                                                                                  

 Draft opinion on the Control of the acquisition and possession of weapons (Rap. for opinion: Bodil Valero, Greens)  

 Draft report and text agreed during interinstitutional negotiations on European Border and Coast Guard (Rap: Artis Pabriks, EPP)   

 Draft opinion on the European Maritime Safety Agency (Rap. for opinion: Artis Pabriks, EPP)  

 Draft report on European travel document for the return of illegally staying third-country nationals (Rap: Jussi Halla-aho, ECR)  

 Draft opinion on the Implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities with special regard to the Concluding 
Observations of the UN CRPD Committee (Rap. for opinion: Martina Anderson, GUE/NGL)  

 Draft opinion on the Preparation of the post-electoral revision of the MFF 2014-2020: Parliament's input ahead of the Commission's 
proposal (Rap. for opinion: Laura Agea, EFDD)  

 Draft report on Exchange of information on third country nationals and European Criminal Records Information System (ECRIS)                  
(Rap: Timothy Kirkhope, ECR)  

 Draft report on Protocol to Eliminate Illicit Trade in Tobacco Products to the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (Rap: Martina Anderson, GUE/NGL) 

 Opening of interinstitutional negotiations on Uniform format for visas (Rap: Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann, S&D) 

 Draft report on European travel document for the return of illegally staying third-country nationals (Rap: Jussi Halla-aho, ECR)  

 Draft report on Combating terrorism and replacing Council Framework Decision 2002/475/JHA on combating terrorism (Rap: Monika Hohlmeier, EPP)   

 Draft report on Reinforcement of checks against relevant databases at external borders (Rap: Monica Macovei, ECR) 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160607/communication_external_aspects_eam_towards_new_migration_ompact_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160607/communication_external_aspects_eam_towards_new_migration_ompact_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160607/communication_action_plan_integration_third-country_nationals_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160607/communication_action_plan_integration_third-country_nationals_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160504/eurodac_proposal_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160504/eurodac_proposal_en.pdf
s_2014_2019_plmrep_COMMITTEES_LIBE_DV_2016_06-15_state_of_play_hotspots_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160615/2nd_commission_report_on_progress_made_in_the_implementation_of_the_eu-turkey_agreement_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160615/2nd_commission_report_on_progress_made_in_the_implementation_of_the_eu-turkey_agreement_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/search/search.do?searchTab=y
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LIBE-related plenary resolutions adopted during the last part-sessions in May and June: 

 EU Agency for Law Enforcement Cooperation (Europol) 

 Entry and residence of third-country nationals for the purposes of research, studies, training, volunteering, pupil exchange and au pairing  

 Preventing and combating trafficking in human beings 

 Provisional measures in the area of international protection for the benefit of Sweden 

 European Parliament resolution of 26 May 2016 on transatlantic data flows 

 Eliminating illicit trade in tobacco products: protocol to the WHO Framework Convention (judicial cooperation in criminal matters) 

 EU-Palau, EU-Tonga and  EU-Colombia agreements on the short-stay visa waiver 

 Follow-up to the resolution of Parliament of 11 February 2015 on the US Senate report on the use of torture by the CIA 

 

 

Upcoming LIBE meetings 
 

Find the list of available meeting documents here 
 

7 July 2016, Strasbourg, WIC200 
 Consideration of the draft report on the General budget of 
the European Union for the financial year 2017 - all sections    
(Rap: Monica Macovei, ECR) 

*** 
 

11-12 July 2016, Brussels, JAN 6Q2 
 Presentation of the priorities of the Slovak Presidency of the 
Council of the European Union in the area of Justice and Home Affairs 

 Exchange of views with Guillaume Poupard, Director General of 
the National Cybersecurity Agency of France (ANSSI) on Protecting 
online privacy by ensuring greater European digital autonomy 

 Presentation of the EMCDDA  annual report by  Alexis 
Goosdeel, Director of the EMCDDA

 

 Exchange of views with Věra Jourová, Commissioner for 
Justice, Consumers and Gender Equality on the adequacy of the 
protection provided by the EU-U.S. Privacy Shield 

 Presentation by the Commission on the amendment of the 
anti-money laundering directive and  delegated acts on high-risk 
third countries (joint meeting with ECON) 

 Presentation by the Commission of the Proposal for a 
Directive of on the conditions of entry and residence of third-
country nationals for the purpose of highly skilled employment 
(Blue Card Revision) (Rap: Claude Moraes, S&D) 

 Presentation of a draft report on the Agreement between the EU 
and the People's Republic of China on the short-stay visa waiver for 
holders of diplomatic passport (Rap: Bodil Valero, Greens) 

 Consideration of amendments on the Establishment of an EU 
mechanism on democracy, the rule of law and fundamental 
rights (Sophia in’t Veld, ALDE) 

 Consideration of draft opinion on the Contracts for the supply 
of digital content (Rap: Marju Lauristin, S&D)

 

 

Items to be adopted during this meeting: 

 Draft opinion on Towards a definitive VAT system and fighting VAT fraud (Rap: Juan Fernando López Aguilar, S&D) – vote on 7 July    

 Text agreed during interinstitutional negotiations on Legal aid for suspects or accused persons deprived of liberty and legal 
aid in European arrest warrant proceedings (Rap: Dennis de Jong, GUE/NGL) – 7 July   (tbc)                                                                                         

 Draft report on Establishing an EU common list of safe countries of origin for the purposes of common procedures for granting 
and withdrawing international protection (Rap: Sylvie Guillaume, S&D)  – 7 or 11/12 July   

 Draft report on List of the third countries whose nationals must be in possession of visas when crossing the external borders 
and those whose nationals are exempt from that requirement (review of the suspension mechanism) (Rap: Agustín Díaz de Mera 
García Consuegra, EPP) – 7 or 11/12 July   

 Draft report on Fight against corruption and follow up of the CRIM resolution (Rap: Laura Ferrara, EFDD) – 11/12 July 

 Text agreed during interinstitutional negotiations on European travel document for the return of illegally staying third-
country nationals (Rap: Jussi Halla-aho, ECR) – 11/12 July         

 Draft report on Amending Council’s directive on establishing provisional measures in the area of international protection for 
the benefit of Italy and Greece (Rap: Ska Keller, Greens) – 11/12 July 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2016-0215+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2016-0216+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2016-0227+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2016-0232+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2016-0233+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2016-0242+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2016-0254+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2016-0255+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2016-0256+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2016-0266+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/archives/201511/LIBE
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Impact of recent migration flows on the 
implementation and revision of the CEAS 

On 13 June, the hearing explored the state of play and the way 
forward for a better working of the Common European Asylum 
System (CEAS). Martin Wagner (ICMPD), Kris Pollet (ECRE) and 
Alexander Sorel (Netherlands Presidency of the Council) 
analysed the effects of EU legislation and emergency measures 
on the management of the refugee crisis. 

While the Policy Department study referred to the differences 
between Member States originating in the principle of 
territoriality and the lack of effective implementation of EU 
asylum tools and standards, it was also said that steps were taken 
towards reducing divergences by reinforcing, for example, 
information sharing on the situation in countries of origin for 
more harmonised asylum decisions. Jean-Pierre Schembri, 
Stephen Augustine Ryan (European Commission) and Petra 
Bendel (University of Erlangen/Nuernberg) presented several 
proposals for reforming and improving the CEAS. 

The recommendations included a better share of 
responsibility to address the structural weaknesses of the 

current Dublin III system and 
more operational capacity 
and flexibility for EASO. 
Correct application of 
legislation could achieve 
better protection of female 
asylum seekers and children. 

Iverna McGowan (Amnesty 
International) finally stressed 
that the EU needed to step 
back from the details and 
embrace the fact that the 
refugees arriving in Europe 
represented only a small part 
of the worldwide refugee 
population. 

The EU should preserve its leading role regarding a human rights 
based approach to migration.  Roberta Metsola, co-Rapporteur 
of the holistic migration report, repeated the importance of 
looking at all aspects of the current crisis as a whole. 

 

*** 

EPPO and EUROJUST 

On 17 July 2013, the European Commission presented a 
legislative package in the area of criminal justice cooperation 
including proposals for Regulations on the establishment of the 
European Public Prosecutor's Office (EPPO) and to reform the 
European Union's Judicial cooperation Unit (Eurojust).  

To ensure that Parliament’s position is fully taken into account in 
the Council negotiations, two interim reports have been adopted 
by the Parliament which called for an independent EPPO, a clear 
division of jurisdiction between EPPO and national authorities, 
an efficient structure, the right to a judicial remedy, a coherent 
legal protection for suspected and accused persons and adequate 
protection of personal data. 

The negotiations in the Council have brought significant changes 
to the proposal. A consolidated text (the first 35 articles of the 
Regulation) was issued by the Council last December, according 
to which EPPO will be a collegial body composed of a European 
Prosecutor from each Member State, organised in permanent 
Chambers that will have concurrent jurisdiction with the national 
prosecution services. 

This hearing  brought together representatives of the EU 
institutions, 
experts and 
practitioners to 
discuss the state 
of play of the 
negotiations and 
its implications in 
the functioning 
of the future 
EPPO and 
Eurojust in 
particular 
regarding the 
competences of 
the EPPO, the 
reform of 
Eurojust and its 
relations with 
OLAF and EPPO 
and the judicial 
review of  the 
EPPO's activities. 

LIBE hearings 

 EPPO/Eurojust - CEAS - fundamental rights in EU 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2016/556953/IPOL_STU(2016)556953_EN.pdf
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The situation of fundamental rights in                               
the European Union in 2015 

On 16 June, the hearing took place in the framework of the 
preparation of the annual report by the LIBE Committee on the 
situation of fundamental rights in the European Union (Rap: 
Jószef Nagy, EPP). 

The first panel started with Mr Fonseca Morillo, Deputy Director 
General for Justice and Consumers who, on behalf of Mr 
Timmermans, presented the 2015 report on the application of 
the Charter. The next two speakers, Mr Van Sasse Van Ijsselt and 
Mr De Grave, co-chairs of FREMP, updated the Members on the 
work done by The Netherlands Presidency. 

Matjaž Gruden, Director of Policy Planning in the Council of 
Europe presented the annual report by the Secretary General 
“State of Democracy, Human Rights and the Rule of Law in 
Europe”. The last speaker in the first panel was Olivier De 
Schutter, who discussed the study on "Follow-up to the European 
Parliament's Resolution of 8 September 2015 on 'The situation of 
fundamental rights in the European Union (2013-2014)'". 

The second panel was dedicated to the rights of minorities, 
Roma, intersex people and people with disabilities in the EU. The 
first speaker, Tove H. Malloy, Director of ECMI focused on the 
situation of national minorities in the EU. She was followed by Mr 
Ivanov, Executive Director of ERIO who referred to the situation 
of Roma people in The EU. 

Dan Christian Ghattas, co-Chair and co-founder of the 
Organisation Intersex International-Europe, presented the 

challenges faced by 
intersex people nowadays. 

Then Pat Clarke, from the 
European Disability Forum 
referred to the obligation 
of the EU to respect the 
commitments stemming 
from the accession of the 
EU to the UNCRPD. 

The last speaker of the 
afternoon was Natacha 
Kazatchkine, coordinator of 
the Human Rights and 
Democracy Network's 
working group on EU internal 
human rights' policy. 

 

*** 

Budgetary implications of                                                            
the current refugee and migration crisis 

 

On 30 June, BUDG Committee held this high level joint hearing 
with LIBE, AFET and DEVE Committees. The keynote speech was 
given by George Soros, founder and Chair of Open Society 
foundations. Other speakers include the Commission's Directors 
General for Budget, DEVCO and NEAR, Directors of Frontex and  

 

EASO, the UNHCR Europe Director, ECRE Secretary General and 
Oxfam representative.  

MEPs have discussed the past and present budgetary initiatives, 
solidarity and cost-sharing between Member States and the EU 
external actions' financing in relation to the crisis. 

The presentation of Mr Soros outlined the threats posed by the 
migration and refugee crisis on the survival of the EU, especially 
after the results of the Brexit referendum and the challenges and 
opportunities that are now emerging for the EU. It praised the 
need for reforms and a  much more substantial funding of the 
current refugee and migration crisis as the current level of 
financing is about 5 billion Euros per year since 2015 which is 
about 3% of the total EU Budget and seems disproportionally low 
considering the existential issues which are stakes. 

As a result, the Open Society called for reviewing the current 
budget priorities of the EU in order to decrease funding granted 
to Cohesion and Agriculture policies and increase the financial 
resources needed to address the crisis, to significantly revise 
upwards the ceilings of the Heading 3 of MFF to get out of the 
current legal locks blocking a significant increase of the policies 
addressing the 
internal and external 
aspects of the 
refugee and 
migration crisis. 

Finally he called for 
the establishment of 
own resources under 
the form of a 
European taxes on 
financial transactions, 
gasoline, and 
corporate financial 
results or 
alternatively the very 
good credit rating of 
the EU to borrow on 
financial markets 
which currently boast 
a historical low 
interest rate.   
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Washington D.C. and San Francisco/        
Silicon Valley, USA (16-20 May 2016) 

 

As since 2012, a delegation visited the US to obtain up-to-date 
information on the state of play in the US regarding major topics 
falling within the mandate of LIBE, and which directly affect EU-US 
relations, in the field of justice and home affairs. 

In Washington D.C., several meetings were organised with 
Departments of the US administration, US Congress Members,  
private stakeholders and NGOs. The delegation, headed by the 
LIBE Chair Claude Moraes, gathered significant and useful 
information on the recent changes to the Visa Waiver 
Programme. It also took stock of current practices and measures 
of the US authorities aimed at fighting radicalisation, countering 
terrorism and violent extremism and terrorism financing.  

On the EU-US Privacy Shield, discussions focused on the new 
Ombudsperson set up by the US to deal with complaints of EU 
citizens on national security. US authorities also referred to the 
future EU-US data protection “umbrella” agreement for law 
enforcement and the right of EU nationals to a judicial remedy 
under US law for their personal data transmitted from the EU. 
The meetings with the US Congress Members gave insight on the 
current debate on encryption.  

In San Francisco and the Silicon Valley, the delegation met with 
major US leading companies conducting business in the EU ranging 
from Google, Facebook, Apple, CISCO and Microsoft to 
organisations assisting starts-up (Mind the bridge, 
Alliedforstartups), NGOs (Electronic Frontier Foundation) and the 
University of Stanford. All the meetings held provided a detailed and 
significant insight on questions of major interest for transatlantic 
relations, such as the EU-US Privacy Shield, the EU data protection 
reform, data security, encryption and law enforcement.  

*** 

Greece Northern Border and Hotspots              
(17 - 20 May 2016) 

LIBE held this mission in the context of its work on the current 
refugee crisis notably in the field of asylum and migration policy and 
the management of the external borders of the EU. The programme 
included visits of refugee camps and hotspots, and the area around 
the Greece-FYROM border. During the visit, the delegation met with 
representatives of the Greek authorities, European and international 
organisations, including the European Commission, relevant EU 
agencies and the UNHCR, as well as NGOs. 

 After a sharp increase in migratory flows over the past year 
and a half, with Greece very much on the frontline, the EU – 

Turkey statement which started being implemented as of 20 th 
March, marked a turning point. While the numbers of new 
arrivals in Greece dropped, the number of asylum procedures 
increased dramatically because of the closed border with 
FYROM. It was estimated that some 54.000 asylum seekers 
are present in Greece but many of them had not been 
registered until the time of the delegation visit. The situation 
in the hotspots and reception conditions notably for 
vulnerable groups, including unaccompanied minors, was a 
focus of the relevant discussion. Capacity and information 
deficits were identified, as well as different backlogs and 
problems in the relocation process of those persons stranded 
in mainland Greece. 

The main LIBE Committee reflections on the overall situation are 
contained in its own initiative report on the situation in the 
Mediterranean and the need for a holistic EU approach to 
migration, adopted by the European Parliament on 12 April 2016.  

*** 

EU Agency for Fundamental Rights, Austria 
(17-18 May) 

A LIBE delegation visited the EU Agency for Fundamental 
Rights (FRA) on 17-18 May 2016. The objective of the 
delegation was to hold an in-depth exchange of views on the 
strategic priorities of the FRA for 2016, the potential for further 
cooperation between the Agency and the European Parliament 
in the pre-legislative and legislative process and FRA's 
assistance to the European Parliament in light of the new FRA 
Multi-Annual Framework 2018 - 2022.   

The delegation met with FRA’s Director, Michael O'Flaherty, 
Heads of Departments and senior experts, and representatives of 
NGOs and human rights bodies that cooperate with the Agency.  

 
 

Upcoming missions: 

- Calais, France (13 July) 
- EASO, Malta (18-19 July) 
- EMCDDA, Portugal (18-19 July) 

 
 

LIBE missions in May and June 
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 Guide on access to asylum procedure 

On 20 June, World Refugee Day, Frontex 
presented a guide on access to the asylum procedure. The guide 
consists of a pocket book, a poster, a practical guide and a FAQ 
leaflet. The guide was prepared by Frontex and EASO and 
drafted by Member State experts in cooperation with the FRA 
and the UNHCR. The guide was developed for European border 
guards; they are often the first to come into contact with people 
in need of international protection. 

  

Bilateral interagency agreements signed 

On 25 May 2016, Frontex, the European Maritime Safety Agency 
(EMSA) and the European Fisheries Control Agency (EFCA) 
signed bilateral interagency agreements to extend their 
cooperation. The three agencies will continue to work together in 
their respective areas of border surveillance, interception of 
vessels suspected of engaging in criminal activities, cross border 
crime, support for search and rescue at sea and illegal fishing. 

The Regulation on the European Border and Coast Guard 
included increased cooperation between the new agency, the 
fisheries (EFCA) and maritime (EMSA) agencies, which implied 
changes to the legal basis of all three agencies. 

*** 

Information Systems and 
Interoperability 

On 20 June, eu-LISA participated in the first meeting of the High 
Level Expert Group on Information Systems and Interoperability, 
hosted by the European Commission. The Group was established 
following the Commission’s Communication on Stronger and 
Smarter Information Systems for Borders and Security. A final 
report from the group is expected in May/June 2017. 

*** 

Pre-registration of applications 

On 8 June, the Asylum Service launched in 
Athens a large scale operation to pre-register 
applications for international protection, 
offering the possibility to third country 

nationals in mainland Greece to ask for asylum in the country, for 
family reunification or relocation to another EU Member State. 
Pre-registration aims to cover the increasing demand for access 
to international protection from the approximately 49,000 
people currently residing in mainland accommodation sites. This 
exercise is supported financially by the European Commission. 
The UNHCR and EASO support its implementation. 

The process is open to people who entered Greece from 1 January 
2015 and prior to 20 March 2016. There is no limit to the number of 
those who can pre-register and all nationalities can participate. 
Following the pre-registration, an asylum seeker’s card will be issued 
to each individual, providing the right for legal stay in the country 
and access to basic services. Furthermore, the pre-registration 
exercise will assist in mapping the specific needs of the individuals 
and facilitate access to assistance in the accommodation sites. 

Women refugees at high risk of being victims 
of gender-based violence 

Women and girls fleeing from persecution or 
turmoil in their home countries are particularly at risk of physical, 
sexual and psychological violence when seeking sanctuary, in 
transit and when they arrive in the EU. FRA’s latest summary 
report of migration-related fundamental rights concerns throws 
the spotlight on the plight of female refugees at reception and 
accommodation centres. This issue also featured during 
discussions on improving refugee protection as part of FRA’s 4-day 
Fundamental Rights Forum which took place at the end of June. 

 

The Fundamental Rights Forum 2016 

The event took place in Vienna from 20 to 23 June and brought 
together policy makers, opinion leaders, and grassroots workers to 
debate new pathways to address Europe’s fundamental rights 
challenges. Organised by the FRA in cooperation with the 
European Parliament, the European Commission, the Netherlands 
Presidency of the Council of the European Union, the Austrian 
Government, the Council of Europe, the EEA & Norway Grants and 
the City of Vienna, it gathered more than 750 participants. The 
conclusions of the Forum will be presented in LIBE during its 
meeting of 11-12 July. 

*** 

Action against 
international VAT fraud 

On 28 June, a coordination centre at Eurojust supported an 
international action day against a criminal network involved in 
international VAT fraud and money laundering defrauding EU 
citizens of approximately EUR 57 million in tax revenues via 
companies selling electronic items, hardware and software. 

Searches of homes and premises, seizures and arrests were carried 
out in eight countries, starting in the early hours of the morning. 

*** 

Joint investigation team experts discuss 
illegal immigrant smuggling challenges 

The 12th annual meeting of the National 
Experts on Joint Investigation Teams (JITs) 
took place at Eurojust in The Hague on 15 and 
16 June. The meeting was organised by the 

JITs Network Secretariat – which is hosted at Eurojust – in close 
cooperation with Eurojust and Europol. 

Over the two days, JIT experts from across Europe as well as 
other relevant practitioners and stakeholders discussed concrete 
steps to enhance the use of JITs in illegal immigrant smuggling 
and realise the political commitments resulting in this respect 
from the Council conclusions on migrant smuggling. 

In line with the outcome of the tactical meeting organised by 
Eurojust on this topic, practical challenges were tackled and 
relevant best practice and solutions were identified. In particular, 
the meeting also confirmed the key role of the JIT experts, 
Eurojust and Europol in enhancing the use of JITs in this field. 

Latest news from JHA Agencies  

https://www.easo.europa.eu/news-events/joint-press-release-pre-registration-asylum-seekers-greek-mainland-starting-today
http://fra.europa.eu/en/press-release/2016/women-refugees-high-risk-being-victims-gender-based-violence
http://fra.europa.eu/en/press-release/2016/women-refugees-high-risk-being-victims-gender-based-violence
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/frf-2016-chair-s-statement_en.pdf
http://www.eurojust.europa.eu/press/PressReleases/Pages/2016/2016-06-29.aspx
http://www.eurojust.europa.eu/press/News/News/Pages/2016/2016_06_16_Joint-investigation-team-experts-discuss-illegal-immigrant-smuggling-challenges.aspx
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Slovak Presidency  of the 
Council of the EU 

The programme of the Slovak 
Presidency of the Council of 
the European Union is based 
on four priorities: an 
economically strong Europe, a 

modern single market, a sustainable migration and asylum 
policies (as the current migration crisis is one of the biggest 
challenges facing the EU) and a globally engaged Europe. 

In the ‘Home’ configuration, the Slovak Presidency aims to 
contribute to the further development of EU policies, in particular 
in the fields of migration, asylum, border control and visas. 
Although these are sensitive issues, the Slovak Presidency sees 
scope for a positive agenda in this area. Its intention is to build on 
the work of previous presidencies and to advance efforts to 
ensure better links between migration, security and external 
policy. As regards the Schengen area, its objective is to maintain 
its integrity and to contribute to the re-establishment of its 
smooth functioning. The Presidency will also pay attention to the 
fight against terrorism and the issue of foreign fighters. 

In the 'Justice' configuration, the Presidency will focus on the 
proposals with added value for the EU and its citizens, 
particularly on the continuing fight against fraud affecting the 
Union's financial interests and on the development of the digital 
single market. 

The Ministers of 
Justice and Home 
Affairs of the Slovak 
Presidency, Lucia 
Žitňanská and Robert 
Kaliňák respectively,   
will present those 

priorities to the LIBE Members during the 11-12 July meeting. 

News from the         
Council of Europe 

Modernisation of the Convention 108 on the protection 
of personal data 

The Ad hoc Committee on data protection (CAHDATA), set up by 
the Committee of Ministers to examine the draft text for the 
revision of the Convention 108 on the protection of personal 
data, met in Strasbourg on 15-16 June 2016 in order to examine 
the outstanding issues on the consolidated draft text. The 
CAHDATA instructed the Secretariat to transmit the draft text 
for the revision of the Convention 108 resulting from the 
discussions together with the draft explanatory report to the 
Committee of Ministers for examination.                

 

News from the European 
Commission 

On 27 June the European Commission published its  2016 Report 
on the implementation of the EU Framework for National Roma 
Integration Strategies and the Council Recommendations on 
effective Roma integration measures in the Member States. 

In 2011, the European Commission adopted an EU Framework for 
National Roma Integration Strategies. It sets out a comprehensive 
approach in all key areas (education, employment, healthcare and 
housing), which interlinks the fight against discrimination and 
social and economic inclusion.  All EU Member States have 
adopted National Roma Integration Strategies or integrated sets 
of policy measures based on this Framework and the Commission 
annually assesses the progress. In addition, the Council adopted in 
2013 a Council Recommendation on effective Roma integration 
measures in the Member States, the first ever legal instrument 
explicitly on Roma. 

The Recommendation provides guidance to Member States to 
make more effective their measures to achieve Roma integration 
and to strengthen the implementation of their National Roma 
Integration Strategies. 

 

 

http://www.eu2016.sk/data/documents/presidency-programme-eng-3-korektura.pdf
http://www.eu2016.sk/en
http://www.eu2016.sk/en
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/discrimination/files/roma-report-2016_en.pdf
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Q: Why did you choose to become a member of the LIBE 
Committee? 

A: I studied Law and before being 
an MEP, I am a Law teacher at the 
University of Lorraine. After a first 
MEP mandate spent working in the 
budget committee and in the 
Transports committee, I wanted to 
“go back” some my “initial” topics, 
such as fundamental rights and civil 
liberties, criminal Justice, etc. 

It was logical, with my background, 
to become an active member in the 

LIBE Committee. 
 

Q: You are also member of the Delegation to the ACP-EU Joint 
Parliamentary Assembly and Substitute Member to the EMPL 
Committee, to the Delegation for relations with the countries of 
Central America and to the Delegation to the Euro-Latin 
American Parliamentary Assembly. How do you share your time 
between these, and what interactions do you see in your work? 

A: In LIBE, I am a full member, which means I have to follow all 
the dossiers and that I prioritize this committee. While in EMPL 
committee, I am substitute, which means that I only focus on 
some particular dossiers. In LIBE, even if I follow all the dossiers 
(migration, asylum, liberties, data, visas, security, criminal law, 
etc.), we are an ALDE team of 5 full members and 5 substitutes, 
we share the files so that we can cover each of them very closely. 
Besides, there are a few dossiers that are both in LIBE and EMPL, 
mainly about legal migration, that makes it very interesting, i.e. 
to follow the files and processes in the two committees. 
 

Q: In your opinion, what are the main challenges that the 
Union is facing in the field of Justice and Civil Liberties? 

A: There are many : LIBE is the most dense and heavy committee: 
fundamental rights, civil liberties, migrations and asylum, data 
protection, internal security, fight against terrorism and organized 
crime,  protection of our external borders, visas policy, criminal 
law, etc. Obviously, at this moment, there is one main challenge, 
that is the current refugee crisis. We urgently need to have a real 
common and European migrations and asylum policy, that 
respects human dignity, human rights and fundamental values. 
 

Q: Half of the Members of the LIBE Committee were elected in 
2014; do you see in your working relationship with colleagues 
a difference between "veterans" and "newer" Members? 

A: Indeed some colleagues are “veterans” and some “others” are 
news - they would need a slight adaptation period at the 
beginning of the term to get used to the EP. Also, some 
colleagues are real “specialists” in the topics treated by the LIBE 

committee - they were judges, lawyers, home affairs ministers, 
etc. - some are not. But at the end of the day, it’s doesn’t make a 
difference, everyone is working on the files, everyone can be 
Rapporteur or Shadow rapporteur and we have to work together. 
 

Q: What is the part of your work as LIBE Rapporteur that you 
enjoy the most? Is there something that you like less about 
being a Rapporteur?  

A: Being Rapporteur is quite challenging. It means that you can 
have a real impact, a real “mark” on an initiative report or even 
more on a future legislative text, regulation or directive, that, itself, 
will have real impact on citizens’ daily life and rights. Last year, I 
was Rapporteur on the Directive on presumption of innocence. 
This Directive was adopted. It enhances the right to a fair trial in 
criminal proceedings and lays down minimum rules concerning 
certain aspects of the presumption of innocence that would apply 
in the whole EU and that would apply to any citizen that could be 
convicted in Europe. It’s a real tangible and concrete text! 

Regarding being a Rapporteur as such: first, I like the 
coordination and compromise “part”: trying to find good 
compromises with colleagues from very diverse political groups 
and trying to reach good and ambitious ones. Second, I like to 
work as a team, with the other shadow rapporteurs, to defend 
the Parliament’s position in front of the Council and the Member 
States, which often are less willing to move forward, to move for 
“more Europe” than the Parliament. 
 

On a more personal note... 

Q: Do your obligations as MEP and LIBE Rapporteur leave you 
some free time for reading? What book would we find on your 
bedside table these days?  

A: I love reading and I read a lot - as soon as I have a few minutes of 
spare time. I just finished The island from the English author Victoria 
Hislop and I just started Les Mémoires d’Hadrien de Marguerite 
Yourcenar. I do have one rule though : I never read political books, I 
only read novels, theater plays, poetry, etc. I read to escape. 
 

Q: Have you got the time to enjoy the city of Brussels from 
time to time? Would you share with us your favourite corner of 
the town or something you like to do when you are here? 

A: I love Grand Place, I enjoy famous belgium’s “croquettes de 
crevettes” and I wish I could go more often to Brussels’ Opera / 
Théâtre de la Monnaie.  

A part from that, I, unfortunately, don’t really have the time - or 
took the time - to visit Brussels in great details as I spend my 
weekends in my constituency, in Lorraine, in France. 
 

*** 

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this article are the author's own and 
do not necessarily reflect the view of the LIBE Committee as a whole.  

A chat with... 

Nathalie Griesbeck 
 

Continuing with our chats with LIBE Rapporteurs, today we present you Ms Nathalie Griesbeck (ALDE, FR). Ms Griesbeck has been a 
Member of LIBE since 2009, she has been the rapporteur for, among others, on the proposal for a directive of the European 
Parliament and of the Council on the strengthening of certain aspects of the presumption of innocence and of the right to be 
present at trial in criminal proceedings. 
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