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Sir Julian King appointed as Commissioner for
Security Union

On 15 July, following the resignation
of Lord Hill as Member of the
Commission in the aftermath of the
Brexit vote, the Council decided to
consult the European Parliament on
the appointment as Member of the
European Commission of Sir Julian
King. In his mission letter of 2 August
2016, Jean-Claude Junker, President
of the Commission, entrusted the
Commissioner-designate with the
Security Union portfolio.

Pursuant to Rule 118 and Annex XVI
of the Rules of Procedure, the LIBE Committee proceeded to hear Sir Julian King on
September 12, the Monday of the September part-session. In his opening oral statement,
the Commissioner-designate referred to the need to create a sustainable and effective
Security Union by delivering the European Security Agenda. He detailed concrete actions
that should be undertaken, not only the adoption of specific measures but also ensuring
the implementation of existing ones, where necessary by making use of the infringement
proceedings. He also stated that he would support the Commissioner for Migration,
Home Affairs and Citizenship, under the guidance of the First Vice-President, Frans
Timmermans, and committed to cooperate closely with the Parliament.

He had the opportunity to answer not less than forty-five questions from the Members on
a wide range of issues: the fight against radicalisation and violent extremism, the role of
Europol and Joint Intervention Teams in enhancing cooperation to combat terrorism,
interoperability of databases, cooperation and sharing of information between law
enforcement authorities, encryption and law enforcement, balance between data
collection and use and privacy, terrorism-related money laundering measures, fight
against organised crime and the strengthening of critical infrastructure and cybersecurity.
He emphasised that any activity of the EU in this field has to fully respect the Treaty
framework and fundamental rights as set out in the Charter. In his closing remarks, Sir
Julian King stressed that the common objective should be to ensure the freedom and
security of all the people who live or travel in the European Union, and achieving that in a
way that is rooted in fundamental rights and values.

The day after the hearing, the LIBE Chair informed the EP President of the favourable
assessment by the coordinators of the political groups in the LIBE Committee. The
decision to approve the appointment of Sir Julian King was adopted in Plenary on
Thursday, 15 September.

European Parliament decision
All documents related to the appointment procedure

Words by the LIBE Chair

This month our Committee held a
hearing to assess the competence of
the new Commissioner-designate
for the UK, Sir Julian King. The
hearing was also an opportunity for
Members to scrutinise the
responsibilities of the new role of
Commissioner for the Security
Union, which include addressing the
threat posed by returning foreign
terrorist fighters; preventing and
fighting radicalisation; improving
information exchange;
strengthening the European
Counter Terrorism Centre; fighting
against cybercrime; and protecting
citizens and critical infrastructures.

Our Committee looks forward to
being able to work with the
Commission in the field of security.
We are also pleased by the
commitment to keep the
Committee updated on the
implementation by Member States
of all EU instruments and to work
closely with us to ensure that this
was achieved via a regular and
structured dialogue. The
Commissioner-designate also
provided reassurances that further
work would be carried out to
combat radicalisation, and that
fundame hts would be centralntal rig
to an effective security strategy.

Claude MORAES
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Also discussed in last LIBE meetings

- The fight against terrorism and
recent attacks in Member States
- EUROJUST annual report 2015
- Exchange with the International

 about work onRescue Committee
resettlement
- European Drug report 2016 

See the  of the meetings.video

***

Documents adopted in LIBE

-  and budgetaryOpinion
amendments on the 2017 EU
General budget
- Report on visa liberalisation for

, and Georgia Kosovo

***

LIBE-related resolutions in Plenary

- Recent developments in Poland
- Travel document for the return of
illegally staying third-country
nationals
- Asylum: provisional measures in
favour of Italy and Greece

 ---------------------

Next LIBE meetings:

26 September and 3 October
See ,  and agenda documents live 

broadcast 

Reform of the Common European Asylum System

On 31 August, the Commission
presented the second reform
package for the Common European
Asylum System (CEAS) to the LIBE
Committee. While the first package
contains proposals for revisions of
Dublin III, Eurodac and EASO
Regulations, the new package
includes the following:

- a European Asylum Procedures
 - which should replace theRegulation

existing Asylum Procedures Directive
(Rap: Laura Ferrara, EFDD);

- a  - which should replace the existingEuropean Asylum Qualifications Regulation
Qualifications Directive (Rap: Tanja Fajon, S&D);
- a  (Rap: Sophie in’t Veld, ALDE); andrevision of the Reception Conditions Directive
- a  (Rap: Malin Bjork, GUE/NGL).Union resettlement framework

The proposals have been put forward to make the CEAS more effective and more
efficient. The Commission aims at reinforcing Member State’s compliance with European
rules through less discretion in the implementation. Besides shorter deadlines for the
multiple procedures involved in the registration of applicants for international protection,
the definition of the Member State responsible for an application, the examination of and
decision-making on applications, and the subsequent integration or return of applicants,
aim at faster recognition of people in need of protection on the one hand and faster
returns of those whose applications were rejected on the other hand.

While clear responsibility sharing among Member States is important, the proposal on
resettlement also reflects the need to save lives and to fight migrant smuggling. New
features in the asylum procedure like the cooperation of European and national
competent agencies in the hotspots, were integrated.

Some aspects of the proposals are also related to the Commission communication on a
 on which LIBE will issueNew Partnership Framework with Third Countries on Migration

an opinion to the joint AFET/DEVE report (Rap: Marie-Christine Vergiat, GUE/NGL), the
LIBE report on the proposal for a  (Rap: Claude Moraes,Revision of the Blue Card Directive
S&D) and the LIBE report on  (Rap: Sylvie Guillaume, S&D).Safe Countries of Origin

Draft report on the EU Asylum Agency

On 26 September, the Rapporteur, Péter Niedermüller (S&D) will present his draft report on the proposal for a regulation on the
European Union Agency for Asylum and repealing Regulation (EU) No 439/2010 to the LIBE Committee. In his draft report, the
Rapporteur confirms support for a fully fledged EU Agency in this field, with stronger operational and monitoring capacities. The
Rapporteur stresses the importance of cooperation between the Agency and other EU bodies and agencies, as well as a stronger
relationship with the UNHCR, including the Agency's new tasks in producing guidance and analyses on countries of origin.

Strengthening the relationship between the Agency and non-governmental organisations, including associations of judges, is also
proposed in the draft report. The Rapporteur also proposes to widen the scope of training offered by the Agency and make it more
flexible and adaptable to current needs. As to monitoring, the Rapporteur believes that all Member States have to be monitored
once every 5 years in all aspects of Common European Asylum System. Besides this general assessment, there is a new element
introduced, namely a specific assessment/monitoring in one or more Member States to be decided on an annual basis, in light of
the results of the information analysis prepared by the Agency. 

The Rapporteur supports the idea that the Agency can initiate a monitoring exercise on its own initiative or at the request of the
Commission but such monitoring should only be carried out in specific cases, and under strict conditions relating also to the overall
functioning of the CEAS. 

Finally, the draft report strengthens fundamental rights aspects, in line also with the new European Border and Coast Guard
Regulation, through the creation of a fundamental rights officer position, the drawing up of a fundamental rights strategy by the
Agency and the introduction of a relevant complaints mechanism.

Draft report from the Rapporteur
Proposal from the Commission
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Mission to Lebanon: situation of refugees and resettlement

A delegation of seven MEPs of the LIBE Committee, chaired by Claude Moraes visited
Lebanon from 19 to 22 September. The delegation was focused on the situation in Lebanon
regarding the responses to the current refugee crisis, against the background also that the
country has been host to large numbers of refugees, notably Palestinian, for decades.

The  was to look at reception conditions, protection, in particularobjective of the delegation
of vulnerable persons, education and integration of refugees. The framework of the
delegation visit was the ongoing formulation of EU responses to the current refugee crisis,
including EU schemes.resettlement 

During this mission, several meetings were held with representatives of the Lebanese
government and Parliament, relevant UN bodies, international and local NGOs, as well as relevant field visits.

***

Delegation to the UNGA High-level Meeting on Refugees and Migrants

The Summit for Refugees and Migrants of the UN General Assembly took
place in New York on 19-20 September. For the first time, the General
Assembly called for a summit at Heads of State and Government level to
address large movements of refugees and migrants, with the aim of
bringing countries together behind a humane and coordinated approach.
The General Assembly adopted the New York declaration, a set of
commitments to enhance the protection of migrants and refugees. The
New York Declaration reaffirms the importance and application of the
international protection regime - the 1951 Refugee Convention, human

rights and humanitarian law - at a time when there are record levels of forced displacement. 
 
The  - composed by LIBE MEPs Cecilia Wikström (ALDE), Elly Schlein (S&D) and Róza Gräfin von Thun und Hohenstein EP delegation
(EPP) - participated in the different round tables and different bilateral meetings.

 
***

Mission to assess Swedish-Danish border checks

A LIBE delegation was in Malmö, southern Sweden, from 19 to 21
September to look into the country’s border controls with neighbouring
Denmark. These were reintroduced in November 2015 in response to the
vast number of refugees trying to reach Sweden. Members also assessed
how the Swedish authorities are managing to integrate unaccompanied
minor asylum seekers.

The aim of the delegation, formed by seven MEPs and headed by Ana
Gomes (S&D), was to assess the operational aspects of the ID and border
control checks and the Swedish procedures dealing with unaccompanied minors. MEPs wanted inter alia to gain insights into
asylum procedures in Sweden and the work against human trafficking.

They also visited border check points on the Öresund bridge and at Hyllie train station. The delegation met representatives of
several authorities, including the National Police, the Swedish Migration Agency and the Öresund Institute.

LIBE delegation to EASO

A 3-member delegation headed
by Cécile Kyenge (S&D) visited
EASO from 18-20 July. The
Members heard reports and
exchanged views with EASO staff
about the agency's work to
support Member States, in
particular Italy and Greece, in
receiving, registering and
processing newly arrived asylum
seekers and in assisting Member
States with relocation in the

framework of the on-going refugee crisis. The Commission's new proposal was a point of
interest. The draft delegation report will be presented to LIBE on 29 September.

Upcoming LIBE mission:

- Eu-LISA (Tallinn/Estonia) - 3-4
November

---------------------

Upcoming LIBE hearings:

- The reform of the Dublin System
 (10/10)and Crisis Relocation

- The Schengen cooperation:
 (12/10)present and future
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European Commission: priorities for the coming months

On 14 September, the President of the Commission and its First Vice-President
wrote a  to the EP President and the Slovak Prime Minister with theLetter of Intent
initiatives of major political importance requiring priority treatment in the weeks
and months to come. The letter lists 10 priorities.

For the work of the LIBE Committee, priority 7 on "An area of justice and
fundamental rights based on mutual trust" and priority 8 "Towards a new policy on
migration" are of particular relevance.  The first comprises the reinforced
implementation of the Security Agenda, a proposal for a European Travel
information and Authorisation System, reinforcing Europol and improving
information exchange in the fight against terrorism, alignment to the newly
adopted general rules on data protection and the swift adoption of the Directives
on firearms, terrorism and ECRIs and the regulation on an Entry/Exit system.

In the migration field, the objectives are the swift operationalisation of the
European Border and Coast Guard; the implementation of the EU-Turkey Statement,
stepping up relocation of refugees from Greece and Italy, continuing resettlement
from Turkey to the EU, including protection of unaccompanied minors; swift
adoption of the proposals to reform the CEAS, including the reform of the Dublin
mechanism and the implementation of the New migration Partnership Framework with third countries.

News from the JHA agencies

. EASO - " " mobile app launchedEU Relocation Programme
On 4 August, EASO launched its first mobile app for smartphones and tablets, allowing
asylum seekers to quickly find information in English and various non-EU languages (Arabic,
Sorani, Kumjani and Tigrinya) about the EU Relocation Programme, their rights and
obligations when applying, contact points and more. The app is the latest initiative in the
implementation of EASO’s integrated information and communication campaign on
relocation. With this app, EASO aims to promote relocation as the only safe and legal way
from Greece and Italy to other EU Member States.

- Country of Origin (COI) report on  issuedrecruitment by armed groups in Afghanistan

.FRONTEX  -  down in the first quarter of 2016Irregular crossings
- Unique  for European border guardseducational course

. - EU-LISA Annual Conference " " in OctoberJHATech 2016

. -FRA  Fundamental Rights Platform Advisory Panel in Vienamet 

. -EUROPOL  Colombia joins Europol to fight money laundering
- Agreement with U.S. Diplomatic Security Service to fight against trafficking in human
beings and migrant smuggling

/ . -EUROJUST EUROPOL  Major operation against illegal immigrant smuggling

Roma Issues: new CoE
Special Representative

Valeriu Nicolae,
a Romanian
Roma, was
appointed
Special
Representative
of the Secretary
General of the
Council of Europe for Roma Issues
on 1st September. Immediately
prior to taking office, he worked as
State Secretary at the Ministry of
Labour, Family, Social Protection
and the Elderly within the Romanian
Government.

He is the founder of the Policy
Centre for Roma and Minorities, a
Bucharest-based think tank. He is
also a film producer and a writer.
Valeriu Nicolae was awarded the
European Parliament’s European
Citizenship Award in 2013.
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