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DROI Meeting 30 May

Hearing on minorities caught between the Syrian civil war and ISIS
in Iraq and Syria

The hearing focused on the situation of ethnic,
religious and linguistic minorities in Syria and Iraq
and possible action to be taken by the international
community and the European Union.
 
Discussions kicked off with an introductory
presentation by Sam Andrews, CEO of the Arab
Human Rights Academy that covered 9 different
minority groups. Representatives of the Turkmen,
the Christian and the Yazidi minorities, had the
possibility to shed light on the situation of their
communities in Syria and Iraq.
 
Sundus Abbas, representative of the Iraqi Turkmen
Front in the UK between 2009 and 2015, poignantly
evoked the persecution of Turkmens in Iraq, while
Yazidi rights activist Nadia Murad Basee Taha
called for the occupied territories to be liberated in

order to prevent more atrocities being committed against the Yazidi minority.

Father Ziad Hilal, who was
responsible for the Jesuit Refugee
Service in Homs, Syria, for 6 years,
introduced the perspective of Syrian
Christians and emphasised the
beneficial role of Syrian Christians in
education and social assistance, as
well as in mediation between different
Muslim communities. Archimandrite
Emmanuel Youkhana, leader of the
Assyrian Christians and head of the
Christian Aid Programme Northern
Iraq (CAPNI), recalled that the existence of Christian Churches in Iraq, which are as old as
Christianity itself, is now seriously threatened. He called on the European Union and the
international community to impose sanctions against regimes that violate human rights.
Press release
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DROI Meeting 15 June

Exchange of views on the Right to Water
including presentation of DROI-commissioned
study on "Conflict and cooperation over water -
the role of the EU in ensuring the realisation of
human rights"

The exchange of views was a follow-up to the study
commissioned by DROI in 2015. Members heard a presentation
of the findings of the study, together with relevant updates by
the author, Dr Inga Winkler. In addition, there was an
intervention by Dr Riccardo Petrella, chair of the European
Institute for Research on Water Policy. Discussions focused on
the fundamental question of the right to water and included the
perspective that this right is enshrined as a legal right in the
constitutions of certain countries. Moreover, Members
discussed the connection between the right to water and
conflict, and the right to life, health, sanitation and food, as well
as the interconnection between the right to water, development
and gender issues. One topic of particular interest was also the
problem of access to water for Roma in Europe.

The EEAS took the floor and gave a detailed account of their
engagement on the issue through, inter alia, the High
Representative's annual statement on World Water Day (22nd
March), the EU's support for UN resolutions on the right to
water, the fact that the right to water is being actively integrated
in all policies, and the EU strongly encouraging trans- boundary
cooperation worldwide.

Exchange of views with the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) on its
current financial crisis

The exchange of views was held in association with the
Delegation to the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly
and the Delegation for relations with the countries of the
Andean Community.

Members heard from Ms Elizabeth Abi-Mershed, Assistant
Executive Secretary of the IACHR and from Mr Paul
d'Auchamp, the Deputy Regional Representative for Europe of
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights. Their message was clear: the current financial crisis, if
left unaddressed, jeopardises the very existence of the IACHR
and, as a result, the right to access to justice in the whole
region.

 

Members acknowledged the pioneering role of the IACHR in
promoting and protecting human rights in the Americas, and in
bringing about constitutional, legislative and policy reform which
has provided crucial recourse to victims of human rights
violations. They called on the EU to continue its support for the
IACHR, and on the Organization of American States’ Members,
as founding Members of the IACHR, to reaffirm their
commitment to human rights by providing the IACHR with the
required short- and long-term resources needed for its work.

Press release

Exchange of views with Eamon Gilmore, EU
Special Envoy for the Peace Process in
Colombia

In association with the Delegation to the Euro-
Latin American Parliamentary Assembly and
with the Delegation for relations with the
countries of the Andean Community,

I n  a n
exchange of
views with
t h e  E U
Special
Envoy for
the peace
process in
Colombia,
he ld  in
association with the Delegation to the Euro-Latin American
Parliamentary Assembly and with the Delegation for relations
with the countries of the Andean Community, Members heard
about the latest developments in the negotiations towards a
peace agreement between the Colombian Government and the
FARC. Mr Gilmore declared himself to be optimistic with
respect to the outcome of the peace talks, but highlighted a
number of significant challenges still remaining, such as
continuing violence in the country, and the referendum on the
peace agreement. At a later stage, implementation of the peace
agreement will be of vital importance.
 
Members spoke with one voice, recognising that the first step is
the signing of the peace agreement, but that the key issue
remains its subsequent implementation in a post-conflict
society. They stressed that the peace process needs to be
reached hand in hand with measures to protect human rights,
combat inequality and poverty, and to include solutions for
communities forcibly displaced. Members also welcomed the
EU’s commitment to supporting the agreement through the
establishment of the Trust Fund for Colombia, whose creation
the EP had been calling for.

- 2 -

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/fr/news-room/20160615IPR32359/current-financial-crisis-of-the-iachr-solutions-must-be-found


DROI Newsletter Issue 27

May - July 2016

Exchange of views with the parents of Giulio
Regeni

In association with the Delegation for relations
with the Mashreq countries

In association with the Delegation for relations with the Mashreq
countries, DROI organised an exchange of views with the
parents of Giulio Regeni. Giulio was found dead on 3 February
2016 in Cairo with signs of serious torture and mistreatment.
Ever since, his parents have been fighting to find the truth about
the exact circumstances of their son’s disappearance, torture
and murder.

Paola and Claudio Regeni addressed the Subcommittee and
asked for effective support from the EU in their fight for justice.
They insisted that the EU should take concrete measures to put
pressure on the government of Egypt. They proposed among
other things the suspension of cooperation agreements with
Egypt and that all EU Ambassadors be recalled from Egypt in
order to send out a clear diplomatic signal.

Issandr El-Amrani from the International Crisis Group (ICG)
gave a broad analysis of the political situation in the country. He
stated that people who initially supported Sisi's rise to power
are disillusioned and the government has little support from the
population. This situation may lead to radicalisation unless it is
addressed before it gets out of control. Reforming the police
and the security sectors as well as the justice system will be
essential in order to safeguard stability in the country.

Press release

DROI Meeting of 30 June

Hearing on the use of drones and the fight
against terrorism - the impact on human rights

Jointly with the Subcommittee on Security and
Defence

For the second time in 3 years, DROI and SEDE held a joint
hearing on the human rights implications for civilians of the use
of military drones in the fight against terrorism. This second
hearing was intended as a way of assessing progress made
and challenges faced since the European Parliament adopted
its resolution in 2014 expressing concerns about military drones
and their implications for the human rights of civilians.

Ms Jennifer Gibson, lawyer
and co-author of “Living
under Drones”, analysed the
applicable legal framework.
Her main message was that
the use of drones falls under
international law governing
armed conflicts in the same
way as conventional
weapons.  Radhya
Alumtawakel, a member of
the Yemeni Mwatana
Organization for Human
Rights, who had contributed
to a report on the use of
drones and targeted killings,

focused on civilian drone strike victims, notably in rural areas.
Mr Faisal Bin Ali Gaber, a Yemeni engineer and a drone strike
victim was not able to attend the hearing due to problems
obtaining a Belgian visa, but sent a recorded message in which
he gave a personal testimony: his brother-in-law and nephew
lost their lives in a drone strike in August 2012 whilst
celebrating Mr Gaber’s son’s wedding.

The second part of the hearing was under the SEDE ‘umbrella’
and dealt with policy development at the EU level since 2014 as
well as the state of play regarding European Remotely Piloted
Aircraft Systems (RPAS).  Peter Round, Director Capability,
Armament and Technology, European Defence Agency and
François Rivasseau, head of Division Security Policy and Space
Policy at the EEAS outlined the state of play from their
respective perspectives.

 

Exchange of views on juveniles sentenced to
the death penalty

Members heard presentations from Catherine Higham, regional
lead for the Middle East, North Africa and Pakistan at Reprieve,
as well as from Ali Dubaisy, a Saudi human rights activist, and
Oluwatosin Popoola, Amnesty International expert on the death
penalty in the Middle East and North Africa region. Discussions
focused in particular on the death penalty for juveniles in Saudi
Arabia, Yemen, Pakistan and Iran and included the issues of
low birth registration rates and the resulting difficulty in age
determination procedures during criminal trials, whether the
abolition of the death penalty should become a pre-condition for
any EU assistance to third countries, the ethnic policy that Iran
applies when using the death penalty, and whether a more
robust engagement with the issue is needed in particular
towards Saudi Arabia and Iran.
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The EEAS gave a detailed account of their assessment and
engagement on the issue. Points raised included the fact that
problems surrounding the death penalty for juveniles differ
depending on the specific country  (age determination, legal
provisions and their interpretation by judges), the positive
involvement of the EU Delegation in Yemen and UNICEF on the
issue through the creation of a forensic committee before the
escalation of the conflict there, the fact that in Saudi Arabia
efforts are concentrated on trial monitoring and improving
justice and advocating for legislative reform.  The question of
the death penalty will continue to be at the top of the agenda
when the EU engages with all the countries concerned.

DROI Meeting of 13 July

Exchange of views on sport and human rights
on the occasion of the Olympic Games in Rio

In association with the Delegation for Relations
with the Federative Republic of Brazil

The exchange of views on sport and human rights was held in
association with the Delegation for Relations with the
Federative Republic of Brazil. Members discussed the human
rights situation in relation to the Olympic Games in Rio. Four
NGO speakers (Martin Kainz from the Fairplay Initiative,
Jonathan Cornejo from Amnesty International UK, Andrea
Florence from Terre des Hommes and Minky Worden from
Human Rights Watch [via video presentation]) highlighted
various areas of concern in relation to the Games. The
proximity to the official opening of the games did not make it
possible for the International Olympic Committee, the Brazilian
Olympic Committee and FIFA to take part in the meeting.
Although large sporting events such as the Rio Olympics
present a significant opportunity for development in the host
country, it very often comes with an equally significant human
rights cost. For Brazil, some of the concerns relate to forced
evictions, to disproportionate limitations on the right to freedom
of assembly and association, and to child labour.

Hearing on the shrinking space for civil society

Jointly with the Committee on Development

DROI, jointly with the
Committee on
Development, held a
hearing on the topic of
the shrinking space for
civil society,
highlighting global
trends, the EU's role
and specific country
examples linked to
topical issues as well
as recent legislative
developments in
China, Israel, Russia
and Cambodia.
 

The guest speakers
underscored the increasingly
difficult legislative and
political environment in which
civil society organisations
carry out their vital work in
defending and promoting
human rights. Over 100
restrictive pieces of legislation have been adopted in over 60
countries since 2010, curtailing freedom of association and/or
expression and access to funding both from domestic and
foreign sources, often under the pretext of concerns over
national security and counter-terrorism.
 
Members, including DEVE Vice Chair Nirj Deva, participated
actively in the lively debate. The guest speakers described their
respective country situations and also formulated specific policy
advice related to possible EU action with a view to monitoring
and reversing current negative trends globally. Heads of Unit
from the European Commission and the EEAS provided
substantial comments on EU policies, mechanisms and
practices addressing the trend of shrinking space for civil
society. In addition, two inspiring video messages from
Sakharov fellows from Uganda and Guatemala were shown.
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Exchange of views with Sam Rainsy
(Cambodian opposition leader)

The leader of the opposition
party has been living in self-
imposed exile since
November 2015. According
to Mr Rainsy, Cambodia is
suffering under an
authoritarian regime and
there are only three
alternatives for opposition politicians: exile, jail or death. While
the EP’s resolutions are a good thing, there are not sufficient,
and he suggested that more conditionality be attached to the
provision of development aid and the conclusion of trade deals
(the EU is the largest donor and the largest market for
Cambodian exports). He also advocated for targeted sanctions
against the leaders and businessmen linked to the
Government. The EU is providing extensive financial and
technical support with regard to electoral reform. For the next
elections (in 2017 and 2018) to have any legitimacy and
credibility, international pressure is needed to allow for the
return of the exiled leader of the opposition.

DROI Missions

Ad Hoc Mission to Turkey, 16-18 May 2016

The Ad Hoc Mission to Turkey was chaired by Marietje Schaake
(ALDE, NL) and further composed of Liliana Rodrigues (S&D,
PT) and Arne Lietz (S&D, DE). The mission focused on the
general human rights situation in the country which is becoming
increasingly worrying and efforts to guarantee the rights of
migrants and refugees.

Despite previous postponements of both the EU-Turkey JPC
meeting and the planned EP delegation to Turkey, thead hoc 
DROI delegation visit was a useful opportunity to signal the
willingness of the EP to engage in human rights issues that
should remain high on the agenda amid political considerations
linked to the wider bilateral and regional agenda (Syrian
conflict, EU-Turkey refugee deal and facility, visa liberalisation).

Members had a chance to meet with Deputy Ministers and
officials from the Ministry of EU Affairs, Interior and Justice,
Members of the Turkish Grand National Assembly (all 3
opposition parties), the Turkish Ombudsman, as well as
representatives of civil society and international agencies and
journalists. MEPs also visited the editors-in-chief of Cumhuriyet
and Hürriyet, two of the major independent Turkish newspapers.

 

Discussions focused on the human rights aspects of the
implementation of the EU-Turkey agreement struck on 18
March 2016 to better manage migration flows. The high number
of court cases against journalists and academics, which is an
expression of the backsliding on the rule of law and the
judiciary, was a topic that was primarily discussed with
representatives from civil society and NGOs. Other issues
discussed included the implementation of and responsiveness
to the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) judgements
and the opening up of Chapters 23 and 24 in accession
negotiations. Meetings in the Turkish Grand National Assembly
were held on the day of the first crucial vote on lifting
parliamentary immunities for all MPs who have had judicial
cases brought against them.

Press release

Ad Hoc Mission to the Kingdom of Thailand
(Bangkok and Mae Sot), 16-19 May 2016

The DROI delegation to Thailand was represented by Pier
Antonio PANZERI (S&D, IT). The mission focused on the
military's role in civilian administration as well as restrictions on
basic freedoms and repression of dissenting voices.

The DROI delegation took place in parallel with the DASE
delegation and both programmes were very closely
coordinated. A joint programme was organised for the first half
of the visit during which political, constitutional and human
rights issues were discussed with the Foreign Affairs Committee
of the National Legislative Assembly, the Constitution Drafting
Committee, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the two main
political parties represented by former Prime Ministers Yingluck
Shinawatra and Abhisit Bejjajiva. The two delegations held a
roundtable discussion with civil society organisations and
exchanged views with reputed Thai academics. During the
second part of the visit the DROI delegation held separate
meetings with the Chair of the National Human Rights
Commission and the Ministry of Justice and visited a refugee
camp on the Thai-Burma border.

Discussions were held in a friendly atmosphere but the DROI
delegation expressed its strong concerns about the current
restrictions on fundamental freedoms, particularly freedom of
speech and freedom of association, at every opportunity.  It was
also repeatedly stressed that the legitimate democratic process,
through credible and inclusive elections, must be urgently
restored and is key for the future development of EU-Thailand
relations. Members expressed concern at the actions taken by
the Government in relation to opposition politicians, journalists,
academics and civil society representatives. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160518IPR27801/only-a-values-based-assessment-will-ensure-a-credible-relationship-say-meps
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Delegation to the World Humanitarian Summit
(WHS), Istanbul 23-24 May 2016

The delegation to the first World Humanitarian Summit, which
was held in Istanbul on 23 and 24 May 2016, was chaired by
MEP Enrique Guerrero Salom (S&D, ES), DEVE rapporteur on
humanitarian assistance. The DEVE mission was joined by
DROI Members Elena Valenciano, Chair of the Subcommittee
on Human Rights (S&D, ES) and Andrey Kovatchev (EPP,
BG).  

DROI Chair Elena Valenciano and other participating members
had opportunity to speak on panels and enter into a debate on
the future of humanitarian assistance, the role of the European
Union in the prevention and ending of conflicts, and the gender
aspects of humanitarian assistance. The outcomes of the
conference included an EU-led initiative on improving delivery
on humanitarian assistance (a process led by Commission VP
Kristalina Georgieva) and a Political Communiqué put forward
by the US. Concrete results will depend on follow-up at the
UNGA (a resolution is expected) and by the EU (pulling
together all international commitments on SDGs, funding and
implementing commitments through an action plan).

Members critically observed the varying degrees of
engagement and the "almost non-identifiable" commitments by
some actors and stressed the urgent need to uphold basic
principles of international humanitarian law and humanitarian
assistance.

Work In Progress

Human rights and migration in third countries (2015/2316 (INI))
- A8-0245/2016

Rapporteur: Marie-Christine Vergiat
Deadline for amendments: 17 March 2016
Vote in AFET: 23 May (tbc)
Vote in plenary: October 2016

Corporate liability for serious human rights abuses in third
countries 2015/2315 (INI) - A80243/2016

Rapporteur:  Ignazio Corrao
Deadline for amendments: 22 April 2016
Vote in AFET: 11 July 2016
Vote in plenary: October 2016

 

Rights of Women in the Eastern Partnership States (2016/2060
(INI))

Rapporteur: Pier Antonio Panzeri
Deadline for amendments: 5 September 2016
Vote in AFET : 10 October 2016
Vote in plenary: January 2017

Annual Report on Human Rights and Democracy 2015 (2016
/2219(INI))

Rapporteur: Josef Weidenholzer
Deadline for amendments: 3 October 2016
Vote in AFET: 14 November 2016
Vote in plenary: December 2016

Addressing human rights violations in the context of war crimes,
crimes against humanity, including genocide (2016/2239 (INI))

Rapporteur: Cristian Dan Preda
Deadline for amendments: 1 February 2017 (tbc)
Vote in AFET: 20 March 2017 (tbc)
Vote in plenary: May 2017 (tbc)

Statelessness in South and Southeast Asia (2016/2220(INI))

Rapporteur: Amjad Bashir
Deadline for tabling amendments: 9 February 2017
Vote in AFET: 10 April 2017
Vote in plenary: May 2017 (tbc)

Urgency Resolutions

 July 2016

Situation of persons with albinism in Africa, notably in
Malawi; Bahrain; Myanmar, notably the situation of the
Rohingya

 June 2016

Cambodia; Tajikistan, situation of prisoners of
conscience; Vietnam

 May 2016

Crimean Tartars; Gambia; Djibouti

 to all resolutionsLink 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-573.042%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-573.042%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-578.743%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-578.743%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/droi/publications.html
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Calendar of DROI meetings 2016

The next DROI meetings will take place on the following days:

Wednesday 31 August, a.m. and p.m.
Monday 26 September, p.m.
Wednesday 12 October, a.m.
Wednesday 9 November, a.m. and p.m.
Monday 28 November, p.m.
Thursday 8 December, a.m.

DROI Calendar 2016
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