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Standards are increasingly used in European legislation and policies in

areas of public interest such as product safety, accessibility, climate

change, resource and energy efficiency and workers’ protection.

However societal stakeholders representing millions of consumers,

workers, and employees in Europe are in the minority in

standardisation committees, if represented at all.

Standardisation is characterized by the paradox of the huge

minorities: why?
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While Regulation (EU) 1025/2012 on European standardisation paved

the way for a more inclusive European standardisation system (ESS),

limited changes have taken place since its entry into force in 2013.

Unfortunately, societal engagement at the national level, where the

vote on draft standards takes place, is not always possible or

effective, even if the national delegation principle is accepted. The

national delegation principle is necessary but not sufficient.
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ANEC, ECOS and ETUC made proposals for an inclusive and transparent

ESS to be achieved by means of:

- Political and financial support at national level for stakeholders

without commercial interests in order to strengthen the consensus

behind the national delegation principle at the roots of the ESS.

- Creation and implementation of a separate (membership)

category for European societal stakeholders in order to increase

their visibility, rights and role in the ESOs (including a mechanism for

submitting an ‘opinion’ during the enquiry and formal vote on draft

European standards).
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ANEC, ECOS and ETUC made proposals for an inclusive and transparent

ESS to be achieved by means of [cont.]:

- Development of Memorandums of Understanding between the

European Standardisation Organisations and their international

counterparts to facilitate the participation and influence of

European societal stakeholders at international level.

- Awareness raising actions on the role and tasks of the recognised

European Societal Stakeholders Organisations (trainings, e-learning,

etc).
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But beyond looking at the standardisation system, we need to look at

the political approach to standards in the EU i.e. how are standards

used by policy makers and legislators? Are they the right tool?

The current initiatives, such as the Joint Initiative on Standardisation

and the interinstitutional dialogue with the European Parliament,

Council and EESC is an opportunity to discuss and meet these

challenges and we hope they will bring concrete results.



ANEC, ECOS & ETUC

ANEC is the European consumer voice in standardisation, defending consumer 
interests in the processes of technical standardisation and conformity assessment, as 

well as related legislation and public policies. www.anec.eu

ECOS, the European Environmental Citizens' Organisation for Standardisation, defends 
the environment in the development of standards and product ecological policies. 

www.ecostandard.org

ETUC, the voice of European workers, promotes high quality working conditions for 
workers in the standardisation process. https://www.etuc.org/issue/standardisation
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