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S E L E C T E D  N E W S  

Control of the acquisition and possession of 

weapons 

 

On 26 January 2017, the IMCO voted on the text provisionally 
agreed during the interinstitutional negotiations on the Firearms 
revision. The IMCO Members approved the outcome with 25 votes 
in favour, 9 against and 2 abstentions. Four informal trilogues were 
held during the interinstitutional negotiations: on 27 September 
2016, on 25 October in Strasbourg, on 15 November, and a last 
one on 5 December 2016. During that fourth meeting, the co-
legislators reached a political agreement on the outstanding issues, 
including on the medical review provisions, the categorisation of 
high-capacity semi-automatic firearms, the provisions on high 
capacity magazines, the provisions on collectors and target 
shooters, the provisions on deactivation. The Commission had some 
reservations during that last Trilogue with respect to the treatment 
of certain types of semi-automatic firearms and the capacity level, 
but finally supported the agreed text as endorsed by the Permanent 
Representatives Committee (Coreper) of the Council on 20 
December 2016. The Parliament plenary vote is expected in March. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Vicky Ford (ECR)                               Subject file 

 Digitising European Industry - Reaping the full 

benefits of a Digital Single Market 

 

On 6 February IMCO adopted MEP Cofferati's Draft Opinion on 
'Digitising European Industry' (ITRE lead). Among the main 
elements adopted: the importance of addressing properly the 
upcoming challenges for digitising EU Industry, the need for 
adequate EU standards and interoperability, having a more 
coordinated approach among Members States, making better use 
of resources in the Single Market, improving e-skills, facilitate 
innovation, increase trust in the digital environment or the 
protection of personal data. 15 draft Compromise Amendments 
were proposed by the Rapporteur and agreed by Political Groups 
after negotiations. The draft opinion was adopted with a great 
support by MEPs. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Sergio Gaetano Cofferati (S&D)     Procedure file 

 

I M C O  D E L E G A T I O N  T O  I N D I A  

An ad hoc IMCO mission will be sent to India (New Delhi and 

Mumbai) between 21-23 February 2017. The main objective of the 

visit will be a fact-finding mission to better understand how India 

deals with important regulatory issues in areas such as services, 

standardisation, customs and consumer protection. Amongst 

others, IMCO MEP swill meet: 

• A start-up incubator and an Info-tech Park: MEPs are 

interested in knowing more about the Indian case. They consider 

start-up incubators and Info-tech Parks opportunities unlocking  

 
the potential of the Digital Market and the market in services. 

• The customs authorities in Mumbai: MEPs are 

particularly interested in knowing more about the Indian customs 

policy (including port controls and IT systems in customs).  

• Consumers Associations, and President of State 

Consumer Dispute Redressal Commission: also in this case MEPs 

are interested in knowing more how India ensures safe products, 

safeguards consumer rights, keeps consumers informed about 

products/services, cracks down on anti-competitive behaviour and 

reduces administrative burdens.  

• The national standard authority (BIS): MEPs are 

interested in knowing more about the standardization process ın 

İndıa.  
 

  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96949/VICKY_FORD_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/subject-files.html?id=20160209CDT00521
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96915/SERGIO+GAETANO_COFFERATI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/2271(INI)&l=en
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N E X T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S  

(9 FEBRUARY 2017) 
Watch the committee meeting live 

Market surveillance of motor vehicles and their 
trailers, and of systems, components and 

separate technical units intended for such 
vehicles 

 

On 25 January the Rapporteur Mr Dalton informed the Committee 
about progress in contacts with shadows on the file. He indicated 
that discussions have been concentrated in finding a compromise 
about the creation or not of an agency. Other items of discussion 
between MEPs concern: Repair and Maintenance Information 
(RMI), fee structure and independence between the different 
actors. There is a general agreement that the current system is not 
working. MEPs agree, that it is necessary to strengthen the current 
framework in order to restore consumer trust and that it is 
necessary to empower the Commission further in order to make 
sure, that Member States are fulfilling their obligations. MEPs have 
tabled 1142 amendments to the draft report and Committee has 
received opinions from ENVI and TRAN committees. IMCO will vote 
on the report on 9 February. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Daniel Dalton (ECR)                       Procedure file 

Rules on the exercise of copyright and related 
rights applicable to certain online transmissions 

of broadcasting organisations and 

retransmissions of television and radio 
programmes 

On 9 February, the IMCO Committee will discuss MEP Julia Reda’s 
draft opinion on the exercise of copyright and related rights as 
regards online transmissions of broadcasting organisations and 
retransmissions of television and radio programmes (the so-called 
“SatCab2” proposal). In her draft opinion, the rapporteur seeks to 
strike a balance between the commercial interests of rightholders 
and cross-border access, and to clarify links to competition law, 
taking into account the latest developments in the case-law of the 
Court of Justice. The rapporteur supports the country of origin 
principle, contained in the Commission proposal, and believes that, 
as a result, no provisions on territoriality or licensing are necessary. 
She seeks to expand both the country of origin principle and the 
principle of the collective management of retransmission rights to 
cover not only conventional broadcasts, but also online services 
provided by broadcasters. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Julia Reda (Greens)                      Procedure file 

 

 
Exchange of views with Commissioner 
Bienkowska on The Services Package: "A services 

economy that works for Europeans" 

On 9 February Members will hear a presentation by Commissioner 
Bienkowska of the “Services Package” tabled by the Commission on 
10 January 2017, which is expected to bring about ambitious 
measures that will make it easier for companies and professionals to 
provide services. IMCO will be the leading committee of the 
Parliament when considering this package aimed at the removal of 
regulatory and administrative barriers to the Single Market in 
services. Members of the Committee will hold a first exchange of 
views with the Commissioner on the Proposals for a Directive on the 
enforcement of the Directive 2006/123/EC on services in the internal 
market, laying down a notification procedure for authorisation 
schemes and requirements related to services, a Directive on a 
proportionality test before adoption of new regulation of professions, 
a Directive on the legal and operational framework of the European 
services e-card, a Regulation introducing a European services e-card 
and related administrative facilities, as well as on the Communication 
on reform recommendations for regulation in professional services. 

LINK: The services package 

Posting of workers in the framework of the 
provision of services 

On 9 February, IMCO will be considering the draft opinion on the 
proposal amending Directive 96/11/EC on posting of workers in the 
framework of the provision of services. MEP Christel Schaldemose 
(S&D) shares the overall objective of the Commission's proposal and 
welcomes the recognition that enforcement measures alone are not 
enough. She supports the Commission approach of setting a fixed 
time limit after which the labour law conditions of the host Member 
States would have to be applied. However, the Rapporteur considers 
that the proposed 24 months are too long - she therefore suggests 
to shorten the period to 6 months. The Rapporteur cannot accept 
the Commission’s proposal to put forward an EU-level definition of 
“remuneration” as she considers that this risks not taking into 
account the broad diversity of Member State approaches. She 
therefore clarifies that the host member State is exclusively 
competent to determine the constituent elements of remuneration, 
based on his national law and practice. Finally, the Rapporteur also 
highlights that further work is required to clarify Recital 8 and its 
legal consequences in the legislative text. However, she does not 
put forward any amendments to that effect. Deadline for 
Amendments is set for 14 February, the vote in IMCO is foreseen on 
22-23 March. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Christel Shaldemose (S&D)              Procedure file  

Cross-border parcel delivery services 

As part of its Digital Single Market Strategy, the Commission adopted 
on 25 May 2016 its e-Commerce package which, among other 
measures, includes a proposal for a Regulation on cross-border 
parcel delivery services, aiming to tackle unjustifiable high prices for 
cross-border parcel deliveries that prevent consumers and small 
businesses from selling more to or buying more from other Member 
States. On 9 February 2017, IMCO will hold the first exchange of 
views dedicated on the specific proposal for a Regulation, after the 
competences' conflict between IMCO and TRAN has been resolved; 
TRAN remains the lead Parliament's committee while IMCO is 
associated (EP Rule of Procedure 54) with shared competences over 
the entire proposal. Ms Biljana Borzan (S&D) has been appointed as 
the IMCO draftsperson; she plans to submit her draft Opinion early 
March. The vote on the Opinion at committee stage is foreseen for 
30 of May. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Biljana Borzan (S&D)                      Procedure file 
 

 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/schedule?committee=IMCO
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/35135/DANIEL_DALTON_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0014(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124816/JULIA_REDA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0284(COD)&l=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-17-23_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/37312/CHRISTEL_SCHALDEMOSE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0070(COD)&l=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/112748/BILJANA_BORZAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0149(COD)&l=en
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L A S T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S  

(25 -26 JANUARY AND 6 FEBRUARY 2017) 

European Agenda for the Collaborative Economy 

On 25 January the rapporteur MEP Danti, briefly presented his draft 
report and raised the following main points: the collaborative 
economy has the potential to create significant opportunities for 
citizens and consumers and generate new entrepreneurial 
opportunities, jobs and growth; at the same time, there is a number 
of potential risks (reducing consumer protection, workers’ rights, 
and tax compliance). The draft report also touches upon the issues 
of competition, promotion and local dimension of collaborative 
economy. In order to avoid the risk of fragmentation of the single 
market, the EU needs to build an ambitious strategy on 
Collaborative economy and to develop a common EU regulatory 
framework. During the ensuing discussion, following issues were 
raised by shadow rapporteurs and other interested Members: link 
with circular economy and sustainability, liability of platforms, and 
level playing field. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Nicola Danti (S&D)                         Procedure file 

European Accessibility Act 

On 25 January the Rapporteur MEP Løkkegaard presented the draft 
report. He explained that he had 5 objects when working on the 
file. He wished to help the disabled, to minimize burdens, to help 
innovation, better regulation and strengthening the single market. 
He furthermore explained that it was difficult to strike the right 
balance but that in his report, he had tried to adapt the proposal to 
make it more clear and avoid legal uncertainty. In the following 
discussion the Members generally supported the Rapporteur and 
his approach. The Members raised several concerns that they are 
expected to highlight in their amendments to be tabled on 8 
February. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Morten Løkkegaard (ALDE)            Procedure file 

The functioning of franchising in the retail sector 

On 25 January, MEP De Jong presented his draft report on the 
functioning of franchising in the retail sector. He outlined its key 
features, and recalled the split of competence with the ECON 
Committee. Attention was paid to the issue of UTPs, and the 
rapporteur emphasised the fact-finding recommendations 
addressed to the Commission in the draft. The Commission’s 
response was divided between DG COMP and DG GROW. The 
representative of DG COMP asserted, in his view, that the 
functioning of franchising was not an issue which could be 
addressed by competition law, but was something to be examined 
as a contractual issue. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Dennis de Jong (GUE)                   Procedure file 

Addressing geo-blocking 

On 25 January, IMCO members considered the draft report on the 
proposed geoblocking regulation. Although members considered 
the rapporteur's approach an improvement to the Commission 
proposal, there were a number of controversial issues, where the 
groups disagreed, most notably: 

• Scope of the proposal – inclusion of B2B or only B2C, 
limitation to the scope of the Services Directive (v.s. inclusion of 
transport services and audiovisual services), inclusion in Art 4 of 
electronically supplied services where trader has the requisite rights 
(e.g. e-books, e-music, games or software) 

• Applicable law and jurisdiction 

• Interplay with competition policy 

• Simplified approach to access to online interfaces (in case 
of re-directing) – explicit consent or information only. 

Deadline for amendments is foreseen for 14 February. IMCO vote 
is scheduled for 24-25 April 2017. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Róża Thun (EPP)                          Procedure file 

 
Online Platforms and the Digital Single Market 

On 26 January, ITRE and 
IMCO held their first joint 
meeting on the joint 
own-initiative (INI) 
report on online 
platforms which was 
dedicated to the 
exchange of views 
(without document). The 
two Chairs and the two 
Co-Rapporteurs, Henna 

VIRKKUNEN (ITRE/EPP) and Philippe JUVIN (IMCO/EPP), as well as 
the Shadows and other Members taking the floor stressed the 
importance of online platforms playing a key role in innovation and 
growth in the Digital Single Market. The growing importance of the 
digital economy linked with the diversity and fast changing nature 
of platform ecosystems also raise new policy and regulatory 
challenges in order to fully reap the opportunities that online 
platforms bring to European citizens and businesses, was also 
stressed. The Co-Rapporteurs expressed their will to work together, 
in order to have a fruitful and constructive process that ensures a 
comprehensive response of the European Parliament in this report. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Philippe Juvin (EPP)                       Procedure file  

FinTech: the influence of technology on the future 

of the financial sector 

On 26 January the Committee considered draft opinion of MEP 
Charanzová on the FinTech. The rapporteur pointed out the 
transformative nature of the Financial Technology on the global 
financial sector, the many opportunities it creates in terms of 
potential benefits for consumers, innovation, and jobs and growth 
in EU, and its role in developing a future proof for Digital Single 
Market. She believes that more needs to be done in order to enable 
the EU to reap benefits of FinTech, and therefore calls on the 
Commission to identify necessary policy changes as well as existing 
barriers to Single Market, including those preventing the 
advancement of digital services. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Dita Charanzová (ALDE)                 Procedure file 

Annual Report on the Single Market Governance 
within the European Semester 2017 

Following the consideration of compromise amendments, on 26 
January IMCO approved the draft report by MEP López-Istúriz White 
on the Single Market Governance within the European Semester 
2017, by 32 votes to two, with two abstentions. The main message 
of the report is that the European Semester should include a strong 
single market pillar with a social dimension. For the EU to 
successfully strengthen its recovery, foster convergence and 
support investments in its youth and jobseekers, as well as in start-
ups and SMEs, the single market plays an essential role, the report 
stresses, calling on the Commission to ensure the completion of all 
its dimensions, including goods, services, capital, labour, energy, 
transport, and in the digital sector. Furthermore, the report asks for 
the identification of the country-specific barriers to the single 
market, and for an evaluation of single market integration and 
internal competitiveness. It points out that urgent action is needed 
in order to address unnecessary non-tariff barriers. Finally, the 
report includes IMCO’s positions on the Commission’s Annual 
Growth Survey 2017 that launched the European Semester 2017, 
on the recent services package, as well as on other initiatives related 
with the Single Market Strategy and with the Digital Single Market. 
The IMCO report will be debated and voted in the February II 
plenary session, together with other two reports dealing with the 
European Semester 2017 prepared by ECON and EMPL. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Antonio López-Istúriz White (EPP) 

LINK: Procedure file 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124821/NICOLA_DANTI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=COM(2016)0356&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96709/MORTEN_LOKKEGAARD_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0148(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0148(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96748/DENNIS_DE+JONG_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0151(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96776/ROZA+GRAFIN+VON_THUN+UND+HOHENSTEIN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0152(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96884/PHILIPPE_JUVIN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/2276(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124708/DITA_CHARANZOVA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/2243(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28399/ANTONIO_LOPEZ-ISTURIZ+WHITE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/2248(INI)&l=en
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U P - D A T E  O N  I M C O  N E G O T I A T I O N S  A N D  E V E N T S  

Cross-border portability of online content 

services in the internal market 

On 25 January, Mr Zullo gave an update on the trilogue held on 8 
December 2016 on the portability file (2015/284(COD)), on which 
IMCO is associated under Rule 54. At the trilogue, the following 
issues, in particular, were discussed: the definition of “Member 
State of residence”; the definition of “temporarily present”; the list 

 
of verification means; and the opt-in for free services. Negotiations 

were impeded by the inability of the Council representative to move 

from the Council’s general approach, adopted on 18 May 2016. 

Following further technical work, a second trilogue is expected to 

take place on 7 February. 

LINK: Procedure file 

I M C O  S T U D I E S  

European Digital Guarantee 

On 9 February, a study ordered by the Committee on a “European 
Digital Guarantee” will be presented to the IMCO Members. The 
study analyses the inconveniences of paper receipts and 
guarantees that are lost or fade away. The collected evidence 
indicates that missing paper documents may result in problems for  

 

consumers in the enforcement of their rights. The study assesses e-
receipt solutions already existing on the market and evaluates 
whether the regulation of such schemes could contribute to the 
Single Market. Some guidelines are given concerning a possible 
regulation of e-receipt schemes, including the impact of other fields 
of Union law. 

LINK: Studies 

L E G I S L A T I V E  S C R U T I N Y   

Regulated Professions in the EU  

The latest amendments to Directive 2005/36/EU on recognition of 
professional qualifications had a deadline for transposition on 18 
January 2016. On 6 February IMCO held a scrutiny session on the 
state of play and the functioning of the system in its first year of 
full application. Matters such as the results of the transparency and 
mutual evaluation exercise, the status of the national action plans, 

 

the alert mechanism and the European Professional Card will be 
discussed. Thus, this scrutiny session is focused on the measures 
currently in force for the mobility of professionals and it will be 
complemented with the upcoming presentation of the legislative 
proposals for extension of the mobility facilitation measures to 
service providers on 9 February (see page 2 of this newsletter). 

LINK: Free movement of professionals 

I M C O  H E A R I N G S   

European standards - implementation of 

Regulation (EU) No 1025/2012 

On 25 January IMCO heard experts from national standardisation 
bodies, European standardisation bodies, representatives of SMEs, 
representatives of societal stakeholders and business organisations. 
Two panels were established, one on Innovative, Interconnected 
and Interoperable standards for the future and the other on Making 
Standards serve a modern and inclusive society. The speakers  

 

generally acknowledged that the European standardisation system 
is well functioning but that there is still room for improvement. The 
main topics were: Standards Essential Patents (SEP), fair licensing, 
inclusiveness when it comes to SMEs and societal stakeholders both 
at National, European and International level, the role of 
digitalisation, the relationship between standards and public 
procurement and the role of international standardisation. 

LINK: Hearings 

N E W  I M C O  B U R E A U   

On 25 January, IMCO MEPs elected by acclamation their Chair and Vice-Presidents: 

 

Vicky FORD 

Chair (ECR, UK) 

 

Anna Maria CORAZZA 
BILDT 

Vice-Chair (EPP, SW) 

 

Catherine STIHLER 

Vice-Chair (S&D, UK) 

 

Dita CHARANZOVÁ 

Vice-Chair (ALDE, CZ) 

 

Nicola DANTI 

Vice-Chair (S&D, IT) 
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