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Words by the Chair
On 26 and 27 of January, I represented the LIBE Committee at the informal
meeting of Justice and Home Affairs (JHA) Ministers. The meeting was
focused on the asylum package, interoperability of security IT databases and
the EPPO. I also discussed the terrorist financing package, which is an
important element in the fight against terrorism, since it aims at effectively
taking down the financial networks supporting terrorist operations.

The increasing links between organised crime and terrorist groups constitute
a growing security threat to the EU and the package will aim at providing
Member States with tools to ensure a coordinated response in the fight
against terrorism financing.

During the informal JHA, I also drew attention to the pressing issue of
missing child refugees throughout Europe. As far as unaccompanied children

are concerned, meaningful guardianship should be available swiftly and children's needs should be assessed as soon as possible,
notably by prioritising family reunification where this is in the child's best interest.

During an upcoming Interparliamentary Committee Meeting on 28 February with the participation of national Parliaments, a session
will be also dedicated to the "Protection of children in migration".

New LIBE Bureau constituted for the next two and a half years
During the LIBE constitutive meeting
of 23 January, the Committee's
Bureau, formed by the Chair and the
four Vice-Chairs, was elected by
acclamation.

The Bureau is now composed by
(from left to right in the picture): Jan
Philipp Albrecht (Greens/EFA), Third
Vice-Chair; Barbara Kudrycka (EPP),
Fourth Vice-Chair; Claude Moraes
(S&D), Chair; Kinga Gál (EPP), First
Vice-Chair; Sergei Stanishev (S&D),
Second Vice-Chair.

Only the second Vice-Chair has
changed from the previous LIBE
Bureau. Mr Stanishev is replacing
Iliana Iotova (S&D) who recently left
the European Parliament to become
Vice-President of Bulgaria. 
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Structured dialogues with Commissioners Jourová, Avramopoulos and King

The three Commissioners responsible for the fields of competence of the LIBE Committee have been invited to appear in front of
the Members of LIBE during the first committee meetings in 2017: first Vera Jourová, Commissioner for Justice, Consumers and
Gender Equality; then Dimitris Avramopoulos, Commissioner for Migration, Home Affairs and Citizenship; and finally Julian King,
Commissioner for Security Union.

On 23 January in the framework of the structured dialogue
between the European Parliament and the Commission, Vera
Jourová, Commissioner for Justice, Consumers and Gender
Equality presented to the Members the priorities of the
Commission in the areas of her competence.

With regard to data protection, the Commission seeks to
complete the reform of the Union legal framework to ensure
that it will be fully in place in May 2018. As to international
aspects of data protection she referred to the establishment
and functioning of the EU-US Privacy Shield as a major
achievement to restore transatlantic trust. She informed of the
recent communication on exchanging personal data in a
globalised world, setting out the policy lines of the
Commission as regards international transfers of personal data
and considering possible adequacy determinations for major
partners (Korea and Japan).

The "umbrella agreement" and the next steps in the establishment of the European Prosecutor's Office (EPPO) were also the object
of discussion between the Members and the Commissioner.

Ms Jourová also referred to the legislative proposals on countering money laundering by means of criminal law and on the
freezing and confiscation of assets, recently tabled by the Commission in the framework of the Action Plan against terrorist
financing.

She also announced the intention of the Commission to present a proposal for a Regulation on the fingerprints database in ECRIS
in June 2017 and referred to the work currently carried out by the Commission at experts’ level in the field of e-evidence. The
Commissioner evoked the Code of Conduct to counter hate speech on line and the need to assess how it is being implemented in
practice.

The following day, 24 January, Mr Avramopoulos
Commissioner for Migration, Home Affairs and Citizenship held
and exchange of views with the LIBE Members in the context
of the structured dialogue between the institutions. The
Commissioner first reported on his visit to Lesbos the week
before the meeting, expressing his dismay of the current living
conditions of asylum seekers. Regarding return and
readmission, Mr Avramopoulos stressed that the approach
with third-countries is becoming more systematic and
coordinated. He mentioned progress with Niger, Nigeria and
Afghanistan and expressed the wish that the approach is
further consolidated. While calling for a better implementation
by Member States of the Return Directive, he expressed his
trust in the role that the new European Borders and Coast
Guards agency can play in this respect.

Regarding priorities, the Commissioner mentioned first the
reform of the Common European Asylum System,

acknowledging the work achieved so far by the Parliament. He advocated for a quick start of the interinstitutional negotiations on
Eurodac and the European Union Asylum Agency and the revision of the Dublin Regulation. He insisted on the need to advance on
all dimensions of asylum and migration files, in a comprehensive way. The Commissioner called on the Committee to adopt the
recent proposals on entry-exit and ETIAS this year. He stressed that more needs to be done regarding the timely and efficient
exchange of information - hence the prioritisation of the interoperability of information systems.

On 30 January Julian King, Commissioner for Security Union, updated the Members on the first results of the High Level Expert
Group on Interoperability and Information Systems. The Commissioner acknowledged the complexity and fragmentation of the
current information systems landscape and underlined the need to improve the quality of information uploaded, as well as the
interoperability between the different systems. While addressing the findings of the High Level Group, Commissioner King
pinpointed 4 areas of attention: data quality, single search functionality, a common biometric matching service, and a common
repository of alphanumeric data.

Commissioner King will also be present in LIBE on 9 March for a Security Dialogue on the  “Implementation and use of existing
information-sharing instruments in the security field”.
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Documents adopted in LIBE

-  during trilogue on PIFText agreed
directive
 
-  on audiovisual mediaOpinion
services
 
-  on controlling measures forReport
MDMB-CHMICA

-  on EU/LiechtensteinReport
Agreement on supplementary rules
in relation to the instrument for
financial support for external
borders and visa

***

LIBE-related resolutions in Plenary

- Georgia visa liberalisation

 ---------------------

Next LIBE meetings:

9 and 27-28 February 2017
See ,  and agenda documents live 

broadcast 

Update on the Common European Asylum System-related files

Enhancing the reception conditions
The draft report on the reception conditions recast was presented on 31 January in
LIBE. This report aims to enhance positive incentives, departing from the largely
punitive approach towards secondary movements, proposed by the Commission.
Important points include the requirement for judicial intervention when important
decisions limiting asylum seekers’ freedoms are taken, including detention.

In line with the positive incentives approach, the Rapporteur, Sophia In’t Veld (ALDE)
proposed to grant, as a rule, immediate access to labour market for asylum seekers and
sets out an obligation for Member States to provide language courses in order to
maximise chances of integration. Other points include adapting further reception
conditions to the needs of vulnerable groups, including LGBTI, children, religious
minorities, traumatised individuals and the importance of the availability of mental
healthcare. The deadline for amendments is on 17 February.

Revising the Blue Card for facilitating access of talented migrants to the EU
Rapporteur Claude Moraes (S&D) presented his draft report on the proposal for a
revised EU Blue Card to LIBE on 31 January. Willing to send a positive message for
labour migration while this proposal, focussed on “attracting talents”, is the only one
on the legislative table at the moment. He directed his amendments at improving the
attractiveness of the Blue Card, trying to increase its use and ensuring that it works for
third-country nationals, potential employers and administrations.

Tabled amendments touch on the scope (opening it to asylum seekers), the system of
salary thresholds, the way social partners may be involved, the strengthening of the
fast-track procedure open to employers and the possibilities for intra-EU mobility of
beneficiaries. The draft report supports the ban of parallel national schemes for highly-
skilled workers, as an essential way to brand the Blue Card as an EU instrument
bringing added value. The vote in LIBE is foreseen for 3 May.

Next CEAS-related draft reports to be presented in LIBE:
- EURODAC (2016/0132(COD)): 9 February         - Dublin (2016/0133(COD)): 9 March (tbc)
- Qualification (2016/0223(COD)) and Resettlement (2016/2016/0225(COD)): 9 March
- Asylum procedure (2016/0224(COD)): 11 April (tbc)

Report on European Parliament delegation to UN Summit for Migrants and Refugees

Last 31 January, the mission report on the participation of the European Parliament at the UN
Summit to address large movements of refugees and migrants (19 September 2016) was
presented during the LIBE meeting. The EEAS and DG ECHO reported on the follow up foreseen
for the Summit declaration, which aims to adopt two global compacts on migrants and
refugees for 2018.

It was the first time the UN General Assembly called for a summit on refugees and migrants at
the level of Heads of State and Government. The Summit adopted a proposal for a better
international response on these matters, the New York Declaration. The European Parliament

actively participated in this summit with an ad-hoc delegation of three Members from the LIBE Committee (Cecilia Wikström, ALDE;
Róza Maria Gräfin Von Thun Und Hohenstein, EPP; and Elly Schlein, S&D). In particular, Mrs Wikström, head of the EP delegation,
participated as a speaker in one of the roundtables. The EP delegation also hold different meetings, in particular with Karen
Abuzayd, UN Special Adviser on the Summit on Addressing Large Movements of Refugees and Migrants.

The high-level summit took place at a time when a package of new proposals to revise the Common European Asylum System
were under negotiation in which the LIBE committee plays an important legislative role.

Facilitation Directive and criminalisation of humanitarian assistance to irregular migrants

On 31 January the Members of the LIBE committee had the opportunity to hear the presentation by Jennifer Allsopp, University of
Oxford, of the findings of a study assessing existing EU and national legislation in the area of migrant smuggling, in particular the
2002 Facilitators’ Package. The study, commissioned by the policy department, maps EU legislation against the international legal
framework and focuses on the "humanitarian exception" clause envisaged in the Facilitation Directive and its impact on individuals
and organisations providing humanitarian assistance. The expert highlighted several recommendations and underlined the need
for a reform of the current EU legal framework. In the debate that followed, Members raised several aspects such as the
compatibility of the EU legal framework with humanitarian obligations, reminded the previous European Parliament
recommendations on this issue and expressed their concerns on the application of the "humanitarian exception".

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2012/0193(COD)
http://www.oeil.ep.parl.union.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0151%28COD%29&l=en
http://www.oeil.ep.parl.union.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0262%28NLE%29&l=en
http://www.oeil.ep.parl.union.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0247%28NLE%29&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&mode=XML&reference=A8-2016-0260&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/meetings.html
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/archives/201511/LIBE
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/schedule?committee=LIBE
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/schedule?committee=LIBE
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Upcoming events
Hearing on prisons’ systems and conditions in the EU
(9 February, 15.00-17.00, room PHS 3C50)

To promote mutual trust,
judicial cooperation and the
proper functioning of
mutual recognition tools in
the EU criminal law area, it is
essential to ensure that
satisfactory detention
conditions exist in all
Member States, based on
the respect of fundamental
rights standards.

As part of the preparatory
work on the own-initiative
report by Ms Joëlle
Bergeron on prisons’
systems and conditions, this  will provide thehearing
Members and the public the opportunity to listen to experts
in the field from different backgrounds to identify gaps in the
application of existing rules and mechanisms and compare
best practices in Member States.

Hearing on the situation of fundamental rights in
Hungary (27 February, 15.00-17.00, room JAN 6Q2)

The current situation of fundamental rights in Hungary will be
discussed at the beginning of the LIBE meeting on 27 February
by representatives of civil society organisations: the Center for
Fundamental Rights, Amnesty International, the Hungarian
Civil Liberties Union and the Hungarian Helsinki Committee.

ICM on "The Third Reform of the Common European
Asylum System - Up for the Challenge" (28 February)

An Interparliamentary Committee Meeting (ICM), that is, a
meeting gathering Members of the LIBE Committee and
Members of counterpart Committees of national Parliaments,
will take place on 28 February, bearing on "The Third Reform of
the Common European Asylum System - Up for the Challenge".

The aim of this  is to provide a forum of usefulmeeting
exchange with national legislators and experts in view of the
ongoing crucial reform of the Union acquis on asylum for
which relevant work has already started within the LIBE with
key decisions planned to be taken during spring 2017.

Commissioner Avramopoulos and Minister Abela will open the
meeting along with the LIBE Chair Mr Moraes.
(Picture: ©Marie Dorigny)

Upcoming LIBE hearing:

- e-Privacy (April 2017)

---------------------

Upcoming LIBE missions:

- Hotspots in Italy (April 2017)
- Hotspots in Greece (May 2017)
- Europol (May 2017)

Mission to Frontex (20-21 February)

A LIBE delegation will visit the European
Border and Coast Guard Agency (Frontex)
in Warsaw, Poland, on 20-21 February.

Since the last LIBE mission to Frontex in
February 2015, the role of the Agency has

developed in a very substantial manner.

The objective of the mission is to better understand in particular the challenges
Frontex is facing in implementing Regulation (EU) 2016/1624 on the European Border
and Coast Guard Agency, as regards its operational activities as well as its resources.

The delegation will be composed of Artis Pabriks (EPP), Pieter Niedermüller (S&D) and
Brice Hortefeux (EPP).

Mission to Canada (20-24 February)

LIBE Committee will send a mission to Canada (Ottawa and Toronto) in the period 20-
24 February 2017 with a participation of 8 Members.

The focus of this mission visit will be the resettlement policy, best practices on asylum
policies and aspects related to visa reciprocity. Canada has a notable track record in
admitting refugees and has consistently ranked among the top destinations for
refugees resettled through the UNHCR.

The participants in the mission will have the opportunity to meet the representatives of
the competent ministries, Members of the corresponding Parliament Committees as
well as UNHCR representatives, different NGOs and stakeholders involved in the
resettlement of refugees.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/events-hearings.html?id=20170126CHE00822
http://www.newsgate.ep.parl.union.eu/newsgate/ipol/resource/static/images/import/libe_newsletter_february_2017b/icm-on-ceasimage-marie-dorigny.jpeg
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/events-nationalparl.html
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News from Justice and Home Affairs agencies

JHA Network
The European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addition (EMCDDA) has taken over the

 of the JHA Agencies Network as from 1 January. The network brings together the nineChairmanship
EU agencies working in the fields of Justice and Home Affairs. It was established in 2006 to foster
bilateral and multilateral cooperation in areas of common interest such as strategic and operational
work, external relations or training. On 9 February the Members of the LIBE committee will welcome
the EMCDDA Director, Mr Alexis Goosdeel to present the priorities of the network for the year. In 2016,
the EU Agency for Fundamental Rights chaired the network. Its Director, Mr Michael O'Flaherty, will
also address the LIBE Members to present the joint activities and achievements of the JHA Agencies in
2016.

FRONTEX. - Frontex concluded negotiations with the Polish authorities on the Agency's Headquarters Agreement
Article 57 of the new European Border and Coast Guard Regulation required the conclusion of a headquarters agreement by 7
April this year and made the location in Warsaw subject to the conclusion of this agreement (Article 56). The  asdraft agreement
negotiated with the Polish authorities is on the agenda of the Management Board of the European Border and Coast Guard
Agency when it meets on 8 and 9 February. Once signed, the Polish authorities will then be able to begin the ratification procedure
in the Polish parliament. The agreement deals with various issues related to the hosting of Frontex by Poland.

 eu-LISA. - Report of annual conference 2016
During the  topics such as "Technological Development as a Driving Force for Change in the Home Affairs Field",conference
"Enabling Interoperability to Enhance Cross-Border Cooperation amongst Law Enforcement Authorities" and "Information Sharing
in Border Control" were discussed.

 - EASO. Joint EASO-Frontex Management Board session held in Malta
On 8 February 2017, the Management Boards of the European Asylum Support Office (EASO) and the European Border and
Coastguard Agency (Frontex) held their first  in Malta, discussing cooperation between the agencies in hotspots injoint meeting
Greece and Italy, the exchange of data and analysis on migration to the EU and future cooperation in light of ongoing legislative
reforms aiming to increase the role and responsibilities of the two agencies, as well as to revise the European asylum acquis and EU
legislation governing border security and migration management.

 EMCDDA. - Reversing the HIV epidemic: Europe needs to scale-up prevention, testing and treatment
On 30 January, the EMCDDA Director Alexis Goosdeel participated as a speaker at the opening session of a two-day  onconference
HIV, co-organised by the Maltese EU Presidency and the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC). HIV experts
from across the EU will gather at the event to prepare Europe to fast track the end of AIDS by 2030. Mr Goosdeel focused on "HIV
drugs and risk behaviours - what have we learnt and what are the challenges for the future". On the occasion of the meeting, ECDC
published an overview of achievements and gaps in the European HIV response, illustrating how countries addressed the HIV
epidemic in 2016, based on their commitment outlined in the Dublin Declaration on Partnership to Fight HIV/AIDS in Europe and
Central Asia. The EMCDDA contributed to this overview with data on the HIV situation and prevention coverage among people
who inject drugs.

Three questions to... Monica Macovei

In this new version of "A chat with...", we will continue to ask LIBE MEPs about their job as
Rapporteur. This time we are with Ms Monica Macovei (ECR, Romania) who is currently the
Rapporteur for EURODAC, the EU asylum fingerprint database.

For this report, what were the main challenges for the European Parliament as co-legislator?
Under the new Regulation, the Eurodac system will become a system for wider immigration
purposes, including removal and repatriation measures. To increase the effectiveness of the
Union system to return illegally staying third-country nationals or stateless persons is needed in
order to maintain public trust in the Union migration and asylum system, and should go hand in
hand with the efforts to protect those in need of protection. In this context and given the ongoing migration and refugee crisis, I
believe it is also crucial to improve access to Eurodac data for law enforcement purposes for the prevention, detection or
investigation of terrorist’s offences or of other serious criminal offences. A proper balance between security and privacy should be
struck, but never at the expense of the the security of our citizens.

What is the part of your work as LIBE Rapporteur that you enjoy the most? Is there something that you like less about being a
Rapporteur?
Preparing a report is only successful when consulting with different specialists and stakeholders in the field and with those who
could be affected by this proposal. Also, finding acceptable compromises is not always easy and requires a lot of efforts. However,
if we manage to find solutions, it is highly fulfilling. 

What would be your tip to newly appointed rapporteurs?
To have clear what the main objectives of the report are, while taking into account its political context and consequences.
Communication with the different Shadows is also very important, in order to clarify their expectations and the points that could
be red lines.

http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/news/2017/1/jha-emcdda-presidency
http://frontex.europa.eu/news/european-border-and-coast-guard-agency-concluded-hq-agreement-negotiations-rJh6WD
http://www.eulisa.europa.eu/Newsroom/News/Pages/Annual-Conference-Report-JHATech.aspx
https://www.easo.europa.eu/news-events/joint-easo-frontex-management-board-session-held-malta
http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/news/2017/2/conference-hiv-malta-ecdc
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Informal JHA Council and presentation of Presidency priorities in LIBE

The Justice and Home Affairs ministers from the EU and Schengen-associated countries
met in Valletta on 26 and 27 January 2017 in the informal JHA Council organised by the
Maltese presidency. During the first day, the Home Affairs Ministers focused on the
Common European Asylum System (CEAS) and addressed the issue of solidarity and fair
sharing of responsibility in this area. Commissioner Dimitris Avramopoulos and LIBE Chair,
Claude Moraes, took also part in the discussions. The ministers held an orientation debate
on the existing challenges and opportunities to mitigate security risks with regard to
persons arriving on EU territory irregularly, especially through the use of IT systems. On
the following day, European Justice Ministers discussed a new insolvency proposal and
the way forward on the establishment of a European Public Prosecutor’s Office following
the political agreement on the PIF Directive, which the Maltese Presidency had identified
as priorities.

On 12 January, Carmelo Abela, Maltese Minister for Home Affairs and National Security
and Owen Bonnici, Maltese Minister for Justice, Culture and Local Government, appeared
before the LIBE Committee and presented the priorities of the Maltese Presidency in judicial cooperation and police cooperation,
fight against crime and terrorism and against money laundering, border management and asylum package with a heavy upcoming
agenda in the context of migration flows and terrorist attacks. Many Members took the floor, supporting the strong involvement of
the Maltese Presidency as regards asylum and migration matters, asked questions on the new asylum package (including on EASO,
Eurodac and Dublin), the Blue card directive, the state of implementation of the EU-Turkey statement, the outcome of relocation and
resettlement processes, entry-exit systems, security and counter-terrorism, interoperability and exchange of information between
national law-enforcement authorities, visa policy as well as fundamental rights issues.

Council of Europe: Human Rights
comment by Nils Muižnieks

On 31 January Nils Muižnieks, CoE
Commissioner for Human Rights,
published a  stating thatcomment
“The use of migrant detention
across Europe, whether for the
purpose of stopping asylum seekers
and other migrants entering a
country or for removing them, has
long been a serious human rights
concern.” “I have repeatedly spoken
out against the pan-European trend
of criminalisation of asylum seekers
and migrants, of which detention is
a key part. Detention is a far-
reaching interference with migrants’
right to liberty. Experts have
confirmed its very harmful effects
on the mental health of migrants,
especially children, who often
experience detention as shocking,
and even traumatising.”

News from the European Commission

Report on the operationalisation of European Border and Coast Guard Agency
The Commission has published its first  on the operationalisation of thereport
European Border and Coast Guard Agency, three months after its launch. The report
takes stock of progress made in the five main priority areas identified for swift
implementation: mandatory pooling of resources to enhance the Agency's rapid
reaction capability; preventive vulnerability assessments; support for returns;
establishing a complaint mechanism; and model status agreement for operational
cooperation with priority third countries. The report also identifies concrete actions and
next steps to be taken to ensure that a fully operational and equipped Frontex is in
place.

Citizenship report
Every three years, the Commission  on progress and identifies priorities to makereports
sure that EU citizens can fully enjoy their rights in their daily life, when working,
travelling, studying or participating in the EU’s political life. The report is based on
direct feedback from citizens, a public consultation conducted in 2015 and
Eurobarometer surveys about citizens’ knowledge and opinions on EU citizenship and
their electoral rights. The Commission together with the European Parliament
presented these findings at a public hearing on EU Citizenship early in 2016. On 24
January, the European Commission published its third EU Citizenship Report, setting
out the Commission's priorities on further raising awareness of the rights of Union
citizens stemming from the Treaties and making them easier to use in practice.

Contact
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Head of Unit: Antoine Cahen
Square de Meeûs 8 - 8  floorth

B-1047 Brussels
libe-secretariat@ep.europa.eu
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