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S E L E C T E D  N E W S  

Online Platforms and the Digital Single Market 

 

On 20 March, IMCO and ITRE will consider the draft report by Co-
rapporteurs Henna Virkkunen (ITRE) and Philippe Juvin (IMCO) on 
Online Platforms and the Digital Single Market. Tabled on 28 
February 2017, the draft report acknowledges that online platforms 
benefit today’s digital economy and society, but points out that 
online platforms present new policy and regulatory challenges. 
Furthermore, the draft report addresses the issue of the definition 
of online platforms, noting that there is currently no consensus on 
it due to the multitude of different types of platforms, which may 
lead to fragmentation of the EU’s internal market while also noting 
that certain features often characterise platforms, such as 
operating in multi-sided markets. Following that, the draft report 
discusses how to facilitate the sustainable growth of European 
platforms, notes that intermediary liability is one of the main 
concerns in the ongoing debate and welcomes the Commission’s 
plans to publish guidelines on that. Furthermore, the Co-
rapporteurs urge for a level-playing field and stress that regulatory 
certainty is essential to creating a thriving digital economy. Finally, 
the draft report addresses issues such as informing and 
empowering citizens and consumers, increasing online trust and 
fostering innovation, respecting B2B relations and EU competition 
law, and also the EU’s place in the world. The deadline for 
amendments is on 23 March 2017. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Philippe Juvin (EPP)                       Procedure file 

 Rules on the making available on the market of CE 
marked fertilising products 

 

On 21 March Ildiko Gáll-Pelz will present in IMCO her draft report 
with its 85 amendments to the Commission proposal. She welcomes 
the proposal, acknowledging its contribution to the Circular 
Economy as well as the simplification for producers of fertilising 
products seeking access to the Single Market. The Rapporteur finds 
that the approach taken by the Commission could also lead to a 
variety of unprecedented rules for the fertilising products sector 
operators, equally the conformity assessment and market 
surveillance system needs to be adapted. Therefore, the application 
date of the new Regulation (1 January 2018) seems to be 
overambitious, and a transitional period of 2 years is proposed. Ms 
Gáll-Pelcz identifies inconsistencies, uncertainties and missing 
definitions. She proposes amendments to improve consistency with 
the NLF and facilitate free movement of fertilising products, reduce 
administrative burden, support innovative products without 
compromising quality and supply. She also proposes a report by the 
Commission to assess most significant aspects of the Regulation’s 
application in the short term. The draft report does not amend the 
levels of contaminants under Annex I, which is ENVI’s exclusive 
competence. The deadline for amendments in IMCO is 28 March 
2017. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Ildiko Gáll-Pelcz (EPP)                  Procedure file 

 

I M C O  H E A R I N G  

European Electronic Communications Code 
(Recast) 

On 21 March, IMCO will hold a public hearing on the proposed 
directive establishing a European Electronic Communications Code 
(ITRE lead Committeee, IMCO associated Committee with Dita 
Charanzova, ALDE, as rapporteur). The hearing will focus on the  

 

main areas under IMCO competence and will be divided into two 
Panels: one focusing on new approaches to Universal Service 
Obligation, and the other one on end-user rights in the electronic 
communications sector. The consideration of the draft opinion is 
scheduled to take place on 2/3 May. Deadline for amendments is 
on 10 May at 12h. The IMCO vote is foreseen for 21/22 June 2017. 

LINK: Hearings 

  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96884/PHILIPPE_JUVIN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/2276(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/102886/ILDIKO_GALL-PELCZ_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0084(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/events-hearings.html
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N E X T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S  

(20-21 MARCH 2017) 
Watch the committee meeting live 

Cross-border parcel delivery services 

On 20 March 2017, Ms Biljana Borzan (S&D), IMCO draftsperson 
for the proposal for a Regulation on cross-border parcel delivery 
services, will present her draft Opinion. Amongst others, the draft 
Opinion provides for a clear definition of "parcel"; extends the 
obligation to submit public lists of tariffs and of terminal rates to 
all parcel delivery service providers; clarifies that transparent and 
non-discriminatory third party access to cross-border parcel 
delivery services should apply to SMEs. The deadline for tabling 
Amendments is 29 March and IMCO will vote on the Opinion on 30 
May. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Biljana Borzan (S&D)                    Procedure file 

A new skills agenda for Europe 

On 20 March, IMCO will consider the draft opinion to EMPL/CULT 
on a new skills agenda for Europe, with Maria Grapini (S&D) as 
Rapporteur. In her draft opinion, the Rapporteur welcomes the 
Commission proposals for actions to reduce disparity in education 
and disadvantages. She calls for the systematic use of IMI in order 
to ensure better administrative cooperation and simpler and faster 
procedures for the recognition of professional qualifications. 
Furthermore, the Rapporteur reminds that closing the skills gap 
and mismatches in the labour market is essential to ensure 
sustainable growth and jobs creation, in particular for SMEs and 
crafts. Finally, she calls on the Commission to provide significant 
support for the development of digital abilities and asks the 
Commission to come forward with a methodology for the 
recognition of the new digital professions. The deadline for 
amendments is on 28 March 2017. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Maria Grapini (S&D)                        Procedure file 

EU eGovernment action plan 2016-2020 

On 20 March IMCO will hold an exchange of views on the 
Amendments tabled to Ms Verheyen's draft INI report on the EU 
eGovernment Action Plan 2016-2020. A total of 98 Amendments 
have been tabled by IMCO MEPs. ITRE and JURI are associated 
Committees under Rule 54 and have already adopted their 
respective opinions. Among the main topics contained in the 
proposal and reflected in the AMs are the importance of public 
administrations to provide open, efficient and inclusive, providing 
borderless, personalised, user-friendly, end-to-end digital public 
services to citizens and businesses. Improving accessibility, the 
transition to the employment of eProcurement and eNotification, 
or ensuring compliance with EU data protection rules and 
guaranteeing security, are also key elements of the draft INI report 
and in the amendments tabled. The vote will take place on 25 April. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Sabine Verheyen (EPP)                  Procedure file 

A longer lifetime for products: benefits for 
consumers and companies 

On 20 March, the IMCO Committee is to consider the 225 
amendments tabled to the draft report from Pascal Durand on A 
longer lifetime for products: benefits for consumers and 
companies. Numerous amendments stress the need to develop an 
EU strategy to promote longer lifetime for products. As to the link 
with the Commission proposal for a directive on contracts for the 
online and other distance sales of goods, amendments reflect 
diverging views as to the rapporteur's proposals to maintain the 
24-month legal guarantee as a minimum threshold, to extend the 
legal guarantee of conformity beyond the current two-year 
minimum for families of energy-using products, and to introduce a 
minimum period of five years for large household appliances and 
movable fixed assets. The vote is on scheduled on 24 April. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Pascal Durand (Verts/ALE)              Procedure file 

 
Contracts for the online and other distance sales 

of goods 

On 21 March, the IMCO Committee is to consider amendments 
tabled to the draft report from Pascal Arimont on the Contracts for 
the online and other distance sales of goods. Members tabled 346 
amendments to the Commission proposal, addressing many 
different issues including the following: hierarchy of remedies versus 
free choice; from a two years minimum as a legal guarantee period, 
to over 3 or 6 years fixed, or a legal guarantee period taking into 
consideration the expected lifespan of the good; reinstating the 
notification duty; removing the proposed possibility to terminate for 
minor defects. Also, amendments were tabled reinstating minimum 
harmonisation for the entire proposal, as for the current Consumer 
Sales and Guarantees Directive (Directive 1999/44/EC). The vote is 
scheduled on 8 June. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Pascal Arimont (EPP)                      Procedure file  

Cooperation between national authorities 
responsible for the enforcement of consumer 

protection laws 

On 21 March 2017, IMCO will vote on the proposed revision of the 
so-called “CPC Regulation” (Regulation (EC) No 2006/2004), in order 
to adopt the Report of Ms Olga Senhalová (S&D). The Rapporteur 
and the Shadows Members of the majority of the political groups 
have agreed a set of Compromise Amendments, including:  on the 
thresholds for the “Widespread infringements with a Union 
dimension” and the role of the Commission in that respect; on the 
powers of the enforcement authorities under Article 8 and 9; on the 
single liaison office; on “sweeps”; on the alert mechanism. The 
Rapporteur wishes to receive also the mandate to start trilogue 
negotiations at IMCO level. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Olga Sehnalová (S&D)                     Procedure file 

Internet connectivity for growth, competitiveness 

and cohesion: European gigabit society and 5G 

IMCO will vote on the 21 April Mr López-Istúriz opinion to ITRE on 
Internet connectivity for growth, competitiveness and cohesion: 
European gigabit society and 5G. 83 amendments were tabled to the 
opinion. A number of amendments deal with the level of investment 
that will be necessary to achieve an effective coverage of 5G in the 
Union, while others point to the need to close the digital divide that 
mainly separates urban from rural areas. Compromises are being 
actively sought by the rapporteur for opinion and his shadows; 13 
proposals for compromises are currently being discussed. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Antonio López-Istúriz White (EPP) 

LINK:  Procedure file 

European standards - implementation of 

Regulation (EU) No 1025/2012 

157 amendments were drafted to the own-initiative report on 
standardisation. The amendments will be discussed at the 
Committee meeting of 21 March. The amendments generally 
acknowledge the importance of the European standardisation 
system but also wish to improve this system, so it is suitable for all 
stakeholders. The Members encourage the Commission to promote 
more EU cooperation internationally, to address the lack of 
transparency especially for SMEs, to make sure that all stakeholders 
are included in the standardisation process, as well as to include the 
collaborative economy and accessibility into the report. The IMCO 
vote on the report will take place on 30 May. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Marlene Mizzi (S&D)                         Procedure file 
 

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/schedule?committee=IMCO
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/112748/BILJANA_BORZAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0149(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124785/MARIA_GRAPINI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2017/2002(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96756/SABINE_VERHEYEN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/2273(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124693/PASCAL_DURAND_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/2272(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/24922/PASCAL_ARIMONT_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2015/0288(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96718/OLGA_SEHNALOVA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0148(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0148(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28399/ANTONIO_LOPEZ-ISTURIZ+WHITE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/2305(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/118858/MARLENE_MIZZI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/2274(INI)&l=en
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L A S T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S  

(9 FEBRUARY AND 6 MARCH 2017) 

Market surveillance of motor vehicles and their 
trailers 

The committee adopted on 9 February Mr. Dalton’s Draft Report on 
Approval and market surveillance of motor vehicles and their 
trailers, and of systems, components and separate technical units 
intended for such vehicles. The Committee has focused on 
strengthening the current framework for approval and market 
surveillance and has striven to find the right balance between 
diverging views, mainly on the issue of what the appropriate level 
of European supervision should be. 22 Compromise Amendments 
were proposed by the rapporteur, which were agreed upon by most 
Political groups after in-depth negotiations, which resulted in the 
adoption of the draft report by 33 votes in favour and 3 against. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Daniel Dalton (ECR)                        Procedure file 

Rules on the exercise of copyright and related 
rights applicable to certain online transmissions 

of broadcasting organisations and 
retransmissions of television and radio 

programmes 

On 9 February, the IMCO Committee discussed Julia Reda’s draft 
opinion on the so-called “SatCab2” proposal. The rapporteur for 
opinion explained that she had sought to uphold the principle of 
contractual freedom, while clarifying links to competition law. She 
explained that she wanted to expand the country of origin principle 
to cover all online services provided by broadcasters, and to expand 
the system of the collective management of retransmission rights 
proposed by the Commission to cover broadcasts made over the 
internet. Some Shadows expressed concern that the draft opinion 
went too far in terms of attacking the principle of territoriality, as 
well as the freedom to contract. Within the deadline of 15 February, 
81 amendments were tabled. These will be discussed in committee 
on 20/21 March. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Julia Reda (Greens)                       Procedure file 

The functioning of franchising in the retail sector 

On 6 March, the IMCO Committee considered the amendments 
tabled to Mr De Jong’s report on the functioning of franchising in 
the retail sector. Some Members indicated support for a liberal 
agenda, emphasising the freedom of the parties to contract, and 
calling for minimalist intervention. Others were more expansive, 
looking at the need for protection of franchisees, and focussing on 
equality of terms between the parties. There was agreement that 
franchising is a particular sector with specific features, and with a 
great deal to offer in terms of growth and jobs in the Union, points 
to which the rapporteur returned in his closing remarks. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Dennis de Jong (GUE)                    Procedure file 

European Agenda for the Collaborative Economy 

The rapporteur underlined key issues raised by the collaborative 
economy, such as enforcement of existing Single Market laws, 
finding the right balance between the European approach and local 
laws, setting a common European approach while respecting 
subsidiarity, ensuring consumer information and protection/ 
guarantees, the liability of platforms, amongst other. During the 
ensuing discussion, some shadow rapporteurs cautioned about 
interfering with national competences and about unneeded 
regulation. The majority of MEPs were supportive of the need to 
bring about legal clarity for operators within the collaborative 
economy, to differentiate between peers and professionals, to 
strengthen the enforcement of existing EU legislation included by 
means of infringement procedure. They also stressed the positive 
impact of collaborative economy in terms of job opportunities. The 
increasing and positive role of reviews and evaluation in bettering 
the quality of services provided has also been noted. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Nicola Danti (S&D)                          Procedure file 

 

 
European Accessibility Act 

On 6 March IMCO discussed the 510 amendments tabled to Mr 
Løkkegaards draft report. The Members generally agreed that the 
main issue for negotiation on a final report is to strike the right 
balance between accessibility and opportunities for businesses. 
Members also agreed to focus their discussion on the scope of the 
proposal, whether functional or technical requirements in annex I is 
preferred, the built environment, the derogation clauses, micro-
enterprises and SMEs and whether the New Legal Framework is 
suitable for this piece of legislation. The Committee is going to vote 
on the proposal on 25 April. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Morten Løkkegaard (ALDE)             Procedure file 

Addressing geo-blocking and other forms of 
discrimination based on customers' nationality, 

place of residence or place of establishment 
within the internal market 

At 6 March, IMCO held a 
consideration of amendments to 
the draft report on the proposal for 
a regulation addressing 
geoblocking and other forms of 
discrimination. The scope of the 
proposal was one of the contested 
issues, with some Members 
supporting a reduction of scope to 
B2C only, whilst others wanted to 
maintain the Commission's 
approach. Likewise, some Members 
wished to limit the scope to the 
sectors covered under the Services 

Directive, whilst others considered it necessary to tackle geoblocking 
also in the area of transport and audio-visual media services. Some 
Members expressed concern that the proposal sought to address 
copyright. Others stressed that copyright would not be affected as 
the amendments tabled proposed only to ensure access to "digital 
content" (e.g. e-books, e-music, software, games) where the trader 
has the requisite licences, thereby complementing the ongoing 
copyright reform. Another open issue is the question of applicable 
law and jurisdiction. Members stressed the need to ensure legal 
certainty and to not over-burden traders, whilst also ensuring 
adequate protection of consumers. The IMCO vote is scheduled for 
24/25 April. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Róża Thun (EPP)                             Procedure file 

Posting of workers in the framework of the 

provision of services 

At the Committee meeting of 6 March, IMCO considered the draft 
opinion on the proposal for a directive amending the Posting of 
Workers Directive (rapporteur: Christel Schaldemose, S&D). 
Members stressed the importance of maintaining the existing 
internal market legal basis of the proposal. A number of speakers 
stressed that crossborder service mobility in the internal market had 
to be facilitated and should not be jeopardised. There was broad 
agreement of the importance of tacking existing abuse in the area 
of posting. However, Members disagreed fundamentally concerning 
the means to achieve this – some considered the existing legal 
framework to be sufficient and argued that proper enforcement was 
needed, others welcomed the Commission proposal and sought to 
strengthen it further. Amother source of disagreement amongst 
Members was the proposed time-limit for posting – opinions ranged 
from support for the Commission's 24 months to proposals of 6 and 
2 months, whilst others did not wish to see a time-limit at all. The 
idea of an SME exemption to avoid administrative burdens was 
discussed. Likewise, there was a discussion whether sector-specific 
rules for transport were needed or whether a horizontal law was 
more appropriate. The IMCO vote is scheduled for 11 May 2017. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Christel Shaldemose (S&D)               Procedure file 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/35135/DANIEL_DALTON_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0014(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124816/JULIA_REDA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0284(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96748/DENNIS_DE+JONG_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/2244(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124821/NICOLA_DANTI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=COM(2016)0356&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96709/MORTEN_LOKKEGAARD_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0148(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0148(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96776/ROZA+GRAFIN+VON_THUN+UND+HOHENSTEIN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0152(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/37312/CHRISTEL_SCHALDEMOSE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0070(COD)&l=EN
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T H E  S E R V I C E S  P A C K A G E  

On 9 February 2017 Commissioner Bieńkowska presented to IMCO 

Members the “service package”. The Commissioner outlined the 

main points behind this proposal of 4 legislative acts. The package 

was described as enforcement-focused, affecting primarily small 

companies. Simplification of procedures and reduction of costs for 

SMEs in the two proposals concerning the E-card were stressed. 

The Commissioner emphasized keeping the promise not to reopen 

the Services Directive, so as not to change the scope of the latter. 

She pointed out that the Notifications proposal opens up a dialogue 

with Member States, before they adopt measures possibly 

incompatible with the Services Directive. Costly and lengthy 

infringement procedures are prevented this way, 

 
transparency and cooperation are strengthened. Finally, the 

Commissioner defended the Proportionality test proposal that 

gives guidance and contributes towards preventing 

disproportionate regulation. IMCO Members raised questions 

concerning the nature of the E-card, or need for real simplification. 

They cautioned against any duplication of measures. The 

Notification proposal needs to respect the Member States right to 

adopt national rules. Some Members were sceptical about the 

preventive nature of the proportionality test. Nevertheless, the 

majority urged the Commissioner to use this package as 

empowering a set of changes in support of better enforcement. 

LINK: The services package 

W O R K I N G  G R O U P  O N  T H E  D I G I T A L  S I N G L E  M A R K E T  

On 22 March the 11th Meeting of the IMCO Working Group on the 
Digital Single Market will take place. Under the title: "Online 
Platforms: How to adapt regulatory framework to the digital age?", 
the meeting will be dedicated to a discussion with the academic 
community on how to make sure that the regulatory environment 

 
around online platforms is fit for purpose. The meeting inaugurates 

the 2017’s cycle of sessions. Four other meetings are foreseen 

before the end of the year. 

LINK: Subject file 

I M C O  D E L E G A T I O N  T O  I N D I A  

A delegation of the Internal Market and Consumer Protection 
Committee (IMCO) visited India (Mumbai and New Delhi) between 
21 and 23 February 2017. The mission underlined the importance 
of the EU-India strategic partnership and covered regulatory issues 
in areas such as services, standardisation, customs and consumer 
protection. Members were particularly interested in: the Indian 
customs’ priorities (including the management of port controls and 
relevant customs IT systems); in developing a better understanding 
of how India ensures safe products, combats counterfeiting, 
safeguards consumer rights, cracks down on anti-competitive 
behaviour and reduces administrative burden sharing; in 
cooperation on standardisation between India and the EU.  

In particular, in Mumbai and New Delhi the delegation met with 
three ministers, two parliamentary committees of the Indian 
parliament, the Governor of Maharashtra, Mumbai customs 
authorities, the EU Ambassador to India, the EU Member States 
trade Counsellors and representatives of the EU business, the 
Director of the Council of EU Chambers of Commerce of India, the 
Director of the Seconded Expert Standardisation Experts in India 
(SESEI), representatives of the Consumer Guidance Society of India 
(CGSI), and with representatives of NASSCOM and Mastek, start-
up incubators at the Millennium Business Park. The delegation was 

 

 

led by the IMCO Chairman, Vicky Ford (ECR, UK), and was 
composed of vice-President Evelyne Gebhardt (S&D, DE), Andreas 
Schwab (EPP, DE), Ivan Stefanec (EPP, SK), Marlene Mizzi (S&D, 
MT) and Olga Sehnalova (S&D, CZ). 

S T A Y  I N  T O U C H  W I T H  I M C O  

 

Now it is even easier to stay updated with IMCO news: scan the QR code to access IMCO website directly. 
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