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Online Platforms and the Digital Single Market 

 

The second joint meeting between the ITRE and IMCO committees 
on the joint own-initiative (INI) report on online platforms, which 
took place on 20 March, was dedicated to the consideration of the 
draft report by two co-rapporteurs Henna Virkkunen (ITRE/EPP) 
and Philippe Juvin (IMCO/EPP). Presenting their draft report, MEP 
Juvin stressed that it would be necessary to look at the definition 
of online platforms, as well as at the framework regulation for 
competition and tax law. Furthermore, they drew attention to a 
number of unfair commercial practices in B2B relations, adding that 
it is important to avoid the fragmentation of the single market and 
of legislation and practices. The rapporteurs highlighted the very 
low share of EU online platforms in the world. Theye also raised the 
issue of liability of intermediaries, and stressed the importance of a 
level playing field for online platforms, of technology neutrality and 
of ensuring that same rules apply online and offline. During the 
interventions Members agreed that the draft report is a good 
starting point but raised a number of additional issues, such as the 
need for a definition of online platforms, the need for clear rules 
and regulation in order to overcome imbalances in the markets, 
social dumping and address key issues of employment and labour 
market. The next joint meeting for consideration of amendments 
will take place on 24 April 2017. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Philippe Juvin (EPP)                       Procedure file 

 
Structured Dialogue with European Commission 

On 25 April, the IMCO Committee is to hold its structured dialogue 
with Elżbieta Bieńkowska, Commissioner responsible for Internal 
Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs, Věra Jourová, 
Commissioner responsible for Justice, consumers, gender equality 
and Andrus Ansip, Commission vice-President responsible for Digital 
Single Market, on the implementation of the 2017 priorities and the 
new proposals for the 2018 Work Programme.  

For Commissioner Věra Jourová, the presentation of 2017 priorities 
should include a state-of-play on the two digital contracts proposals 
(digital content and goods) and the Review of the Consumer 
Protection Regulation and, if available, an early presentation of the 
results of the Fitness Check (Refit) on consumer and marketing law.  

Commissioner Elzbietà Bienkowskà will also present the 
implementation of the Commission's Work Programme for 2017 and 
the preparation of the Work Programme for 2018 in her areas of 
responsibility. It is expected that the central topic of discussion will 
be the implementation of Commission's Single Market Strategy for 
Goods and Services of October 2015, and in particular the 
preparation of legislative and non-legislative initiatives announced 
in the strategy, such as the Compliance and Assistance Package, 
composed of SOLVIT, Single Market Information Tool (SMIT) and 
Single Digital Gateway, which is expected in April and the Goods 
Package which has been announced for June 2017. The 
Commissioner may also address the progress on the files already 
delivered by the Commission, such as the Services Package, 
Collaborative Economy or Geo-blocking. 

The IMCO Committee will also welcome Andrus Ansip, Commission 
vice-President, in the context of its structured dialogue on the 
implementation of the 2017 priorities and the new proposals for the 
2018 Work Programme. The main element of discussion will be an 
update on the state of play of the implementation of the Digital 
Single Market Strategy, in view of its midterm evaluation, with 
particular attention to the different ongoing legislative proposals. 

 

I M C O  D E L E G A T I O N  T O  E S T O N I A  

On 19-21 April, an IMCO 
delegation was on a mission 
to Tallinn, Estonia. 
Organised against the 
background of IMCO’s 

intense work on the Digital Single Marker and Single Market 
Strategies, the aim of the mission was to discuss with Estonian 
authorities and stakeholders the solutions to the key obstacles of  

 

the development of the DSM & Single Market. The programme 
included meetings with start-ups, SMEs, young entrepreneurs and 
technological leaders, business community, consumer 
organisations, members of the Estonian Parliament and 
representatives of the Ministry of the Economy. Led by IMCO Chair 
Vicky FORD (ECR), the delegation was composed of Inese VAIDERE 
(EPP), Marc TARABELLA and Maria GRAPINI (S&D), Anneleen VAN 
BOSSUYT (ECR) and Morten LOKKEGAARD (ALDE). 

  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96884/PHILIPPE_JUVIN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/2276(INI)&l=en
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N E X T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S  

(24-25 APRIL 2017) 
Watch the committee meeting live 

A Space Strategy for Europe 

On 24 April IMCO will consider MEP Gebhardt's draft opinion on a 
Space Strategy for Europe, a contribution to the own initiative 
report that ITRE is drafting on the subject. The opinion underlines 
the integration of the European space industries in the global value 
chains and calls for sufficient investment in research in the area, 
so that the application of the results of research can later on be 
transferred into industrial activity. It stresses the importance of 
limiting the use of unauthorized software in order to protect the 
reliability of data. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Evelyne Gebhardt (S&D)                 Procedure file 

Copyright in the Digital Single Market 

On 25 April IMCO will hold the consideration of the 508 AMs tabled 
by MEPs for the opinion on the proposal for a directive on Copyright 
in the Digital Single Market. The main elements of the amended 
proposal are the introduction of modifications to the exceptions and 
limitations in the field of research, education and preservation of 
cultural heritage, the simplification of licensing practices, the 
introduction of a press publishers right (Art.11), and the 
preservation in Article 13 of the limited liability regime for 
intermediaries (internet services providers) provided in the e-
commerce Directive, among others. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Catherine Stihler (S&D)                 Procedure file 

Posting of workers in the framework of the 

provision of services 

On 25 April IMCO is to consider the amendments tabled with regard 
to the Committee’s opinion to EMPL on the legislative proposal on 
the posting of workers. To supplement the 8 Rapporteur’s 
amendments in the draft opinion, Members submitted 232 
additional amendments. The amendments cover such issues as the 
scope of application of the proposal and possible exclusion of 
certain sectors, definition and aspects of the duration of posting, 
the need to follow the concept of remuneration or rather minimum 
rates of pay, as well as the question of clarification of the legal 
basis. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Christel Shaldemose (S&D)              Procedure file 

European Accessibility Act 

On 25 April 2017 IMCO is 
going to vote on the 
proposal for a directive 
on the approximation 
the laws, regulations and 
administrative provisions 
of the Member States as 
regards the accessibility 
requirements for 
products and services. 
534 amendments were 

submitted to the draft report. The discussions between the 
Rapporteur and the shadows have focused on the scope of the 
proposal, whether functional or technical requirements in annex I 
are preferred, the built environment, the derogation clauses, 
micro-enterprises and SMEs and whether the New Legal 
Framework is suitable for this piece of legislation and how best to 
make sure, that the disabled community is heard and included, 
when relevant. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Morten Løkkegaard (ALDE)            Procedure file 

 

 
EU eGovernment action plan 2016-2020 

 

Members will vote on MEP Verheyen draft report on 'EU 
eGovernment Action Plan 2016-2020'. 98 amendments were tabled 
by IMCO MEPs, wiht ITRE and JURI associated Committees which 
have exclusive and shared competences on some elements of the 
proposal. 15 Compromise amendments have been proposed by the 
rapporteur to the shadow rapporteurs. On 21 March took place an 
exchange of views on the Amendments. The rapporteur Mrs 
Verheyen welcomed the different Amendments tabled and 
expressed her will to reach agreements and good compromises on 
the file. Among the main topics raised and discussed by IMCO MEPs 
were the need for public administrations to be ready to render their 
services fit for the future, improving accessibility, the transition to 
the employment of eProcurement and eNotification, or ensuring 
compliance with EU data protection rules and guaranteeing security. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Sabine Verheyen (EPP)                  Procedure file 

Addressing geo-blocking and other forms of 
discrimination 

IMCO will vote on the rules that would possibly end many practices 
of geo-blocking and other discrimination of customers in the Single 
Market. This vote marks the end of very intense negotiations in the 
Committee on the ways to improve the Commission’s proposal with 
regard to the Regulation’s scope, relation to other Union acts, such 
as on applicable law, jurisdiction and competition. Lots of attention 
has been given to very practical implications of the new rules on 
consumers and businesses alike. Following the vote, the report will 
be submitted to the Plenary for the approval of a mandate to start 
inter-institutional negotiations on this important legislation as soon 
as possible after its endorsement. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Róża Thun (EPP)                              Procedure file 

Copyright and related rights applicable to certain 

online transmissions 

On 25 April, the IMCO Committee will vote on the draft opinion of 
MEP Reda on the so-called “SatCab2” file (2016/0284(COD)). This is 
a simple opinion under Rule 53. Work on compromise amendments 
has been on-going since mid-March. So far, 14 compromise 
amendments have been put forward, covering all parts of Articles 1 
and 2 of the Commission’s proposal, together with corresponding 
recitals, as well as new text introducing a concept of direct injection. 
One or two issues remain to be clarified before the vote, including 
the position of some groups in relation to the country of origin 
principle. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Julia Reda (Greens)                        Procedure file 
 

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/schedule?committee=IMCO
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1913/EVELYNE_GEBHARDT_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=COM(2016)0705&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4545/CATHERINE_STIHLER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0280(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/37312/CHRISTEL_SCHALDEMOSE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0070(COD)&l=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96709/MORTEN_LOKKEGAARD_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0148(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0148(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96756/SABINE_VERHEYEN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/2273(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96776/ROZA+GRAFIN+VON_THUN+UND+HOHENSTEIN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0152(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124816/JULIA_REDA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0284(COD)&l=en
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L A S T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S  

(20-21 MARCH 2017) 

A new skills agenda for Europe 

On 20 March, IMCO considered the draft opinion by MEP Maria 
Grapini (S&D) to EMPL/CULT on a new skills agenda for Europe. 
The Rapporteur presented her draft opinion, highlighting the 
importance of the subject matter for the European economy and 
society. She stressed the importance of actions to reduce disparity 
in education and called for simpler and faster procedures for the 
recognition of professional qualifications. Furthermore, the 
Rapporteur reminded that closing the skills gaps and mismatches 
in the labour market and promoting opportunities for social mobility 
is essential to ensure sustainable growth and jobs creation, in 
particular for SMEs and crafts. Finally, she called on the Commission 
to provide significant support for the development of digital abilities 
in all age groups and to come forward with a methodology for the 
recognition of the new digital professions. Shadows broadly 
welcomed and endorsed the general messages of the draft opinion, 
stressing in particular the importance of digital skills and of the 
necessity of easier and faster recognition of vocational 
qualifications. The deadline for amendments was set on 28 March 
2017. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Maria Grapini (S&D)                        Procedure file 

Cross-border parcel delivery services 

On 20 March, MEP Biljana Borzan presented her draft opinion and 
the 46 amendments she proposes on the Commission proposal for 
a cross-border parcel delivery Regulation. Amongst others, the 
draftsperson suggests a clear definition of "parcel"; extends the 
obligation to submit public lists of tariffs and of terminal rates to all 
parcel delivery service providers; clarifies that transparent and non-
discriminatory third party access to cross-border parcel delivery 
services should apply for SMEs. The deadline for tabling 
Amendments was 29 March and Shadows and other Members have 
tabled 250 additional amendments. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Biljana Borzan (S&D)                    Procedure file 

Enforcement of consumer protection laws 

On 21 March 2017, IMCO voted on draft report by MEP Sehnalová 
on the revision of the so-called “CPC Regulation” (Regulation (EC) 
No 2006/2004. The Report was adopted, with 33 votes in favour, 3 
abstentions and none against. The Rapporteur had proposed a set 
of 27 Compromise Amendments (17 on Articles and another 10 on 
Recitals) which were all endorsed. The Rapporteur also received the 
mandate to start trilogue negotiations at IMCO level. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Olga Sehnalová (S&D)                   Procedure file 

Internet connectivity for growth, competitiveness 
and cohesion: European gigabit society and 5G 

IMCO voted on the 21 March 
MEP López-Istúriz's draft 
opinion to ITRE on Internet 
connectivity for growth, 
competitiveness and cohesion: 
European gigabit society and 
5G. A large majority of 
Members voted in favour of the 
opinion as amended by the 
compromises negotiated by the 

rapporteur, with references to the importance of an appropriate 
level of investment that will be necessary to achieve an effective 
coverage of 5G, the importance of education and training and the 
urgent need to close the digital divide that mainly separates urban 
areas from rural ones. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Antonio López-Istúriz White (EPP) 

LINK:  Procedure file 

 

 

 
European standards - implementation of 
Regulation (EU) No 1025/2012 

On 21 March the Members of IMCO considered the 157 amendments 
that were drafted to the own-initiative report on standardisation. 
The Members generally acknowledged that the European 
standardisation system is well functioning but that there is room for 
improvement. The main topics for the negotiations between the 
Members were: inclusiveness in the standardisation process both at 
European and National level, FRAND and the open standardisation 
process, the need for standards also to support social aims such as 
accessibility, to promote European standards internationally, the 
difference in quality of tests carried out according to standards and 
to make it clear that standards are voluntary and cannot replace 
legislation. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Marlene Mizzi (S&D)                        Procedure file 

FinTech: the influence of technology on the future 

of the financial sector 

On 21 March IMCO adopted the draft opinion of MEP Charanzová 
with 32 votes in favour, 3 against and 2 abstentions. 59 
Amendments were tabled to the COM proposal, which mainly fine-
tuned issues raised in the draft opinion, in particular with regard to 
addressing concerns about consumer protection, financial stability, 
cyber security, application of data protection rules, and 22 
Compromise Amendments were negotiated by the political groups. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Dita Charanzová (ALDE)                 Procedure file 

Contracts for the online and other distance sales 
of goods 

 

On 21 March, the IMCO Committee considered the amendments to 
the draft report on sales of goods. The rapporteur P. Arimont 
underlined that full targeted harmonisation of consumer rights for 
contracts for the sales of goods was key to eliminate remaining legal 
obstacles to the completion of the Single Market and that a single 
set of rules for distance and face-to-face sales was needed to 
simplify consumer law. During the ensuing discussion, several 
Shadow rapporteurs expressed their support to the rapporteur’s 
approach and full targeted harmonisation objective. Others 
supported minimum harmonisation while indicating that the key 
objective was to have consumer rights enforced. Concerning 
hierarchy of remedies, some Members stressed the importance of 
circular economy objectives and the need to ensure reparability of 
goods before their replacement at accessible costs. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Pascal Arimont (EPP)                      Procedure file  
 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124785/MARIA_GRAPINI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2017/2002(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/112748/BILJANA_BORZAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0149(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96718/OLGA_SEHNALOVA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0148(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0148(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28399/ANTONIO_LOPEZ-ISTURIZ+WHITE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/2305(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/118858/MARLENE_MIZZI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/2274(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124708/DITA_CHARANZOVA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/2243(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/24922/PASCAL_ARIMONT_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2015/0288(COD)&l=en
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U P - D A T E  O N  I M C O  T R I L O G U E S  

Mandate on CPC  

Olga Sehnalová (S&D) who acts as Rapporteur on the proposal for 

the Consumer Protection Cooperation Regulation received on 21 

March 2017, together with the rest of the EP negotiation team, the 

mandate to enter into interinstitutional negotiations: IMCO 

Members approved the mandate by 33 votes in favour to two 

 against and one abstention. The EP Rapporteur has the intention 
to conclude negotiations with the Council, within the term of the  
Maltese Presidency and proposes that informal triologues take 
place already in April. The Council had approved a General 
Approach on the proposal on 20 February 2017. 

LINK: Procedure file 

W O R K I N G  G R O U P  O N  T H E  D I G I T A L  S I N G L E  M A R K E T  

The 11th meeting of the IMCO Working Group on the Digital Single 
Market took place on the 22 March. The meeting was dedicated to 
a discussion with the academic community on how to make sure 
that the regulatory environment around online platforms is fit for 
purpose. A Discussion Draft of a Directive on Online Intermediary 

 
Platforms elaborated by the Research Group on the Law of Digital 

Services, was discussed by experts, MEP’s, Commission 

Representatives and Stakeholders. 

LINK: Subject file 

I M C O  E V E N T S  

European Electronic Communications Code 
(Recast) 

The IMCO public hearing, which took place on 21 March and meant 
to support the work on the legislative opinion on the proposal for a 
Directive on the European Electronic Communications Code (EECC), 
brought together 8 experts, speaking on two panels. Speakers 
included national regulators, independent experts, the Commission 
as well as service providers such as Orange and Facebook. Disability 
associations (EDF), consumer organisations (BEUC) and an expert 
from the Estonian Emergency Response Centre took also the floor. 
The first panel focussed on new approaches to Universal Service 
Obligation, the proposed focus on affordability measures for basic 
broadband access, as opposed to broader availability objectives, 
and on the suggested approach to financing. That panel also looked 
at measures proposed to ensure equivalent access to disabled end-
users and the interplay between the EECC and the proposed 
European Accessibility Act. The second panel focussed on end-user 
rights in the electronic communication sector, the interplay 
between horizontal and sector-specific rules, between traditional 
operators and so-called 'over-the-top- players such as Facebook or 
Skype. It also looked at measures to improve caller location 
accuracy in the context of emergency communication services. 

 

Interparliamentary Conference on Public 
procurement 

Within the framework of 
cooperation with the 
Western Balkans and 
Turkey and the 
organisation of capacity-
building events for the 
Members and staff of 
these Parliaments, the EP 
services plan an inter-
parliamentary conference 
on "Public procurement 
and Parliament’s role" for 
MPs of the enlargement 
countries in the Western 
Balkans and Turkey on 2-

3 May in Brussels. About 30 MPs from all seven enlargement 
countries of Western Balkans and Turkey are expected. The IMCO 
committee will be represented in the Conference by the public 
procurement “suiveurs” Rapporteurs and Shadows Members. 
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