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Online Platforms and the Digital Single Market 

 

On 18 May in Strasbourg, the 4th joint meeting between the ITRE 
and IMCO committees on the joint own-initiative (INI) report on 
online platforms will be dedicated to the consideration of compromise 
amendments and the vote of the INI in committees. The co-
rapporteurs, Henna Virkkunen and Philippe Juvin and their shadows 
have elaborated 46 compromise amendments. The growing 
importance of the digital economy linked with the diversity and fast 
changing nature of platform ecosystems also raise new policy and 
regulatory challenges. Creating the right framework conditions and 
the right environment is therefore essential to retain, grow and foster 
the emergence of new online platforms in Europe. The Commission 
Communication of 25 May 2016 outlined the key issues identified in 
the assessment of online platforms; presented the Commission’s 
position on both the innovation opportunities and the regulatory 
challenges presented by online platforms, and set out its approach to 
supporting their further development in Europe. The INI report will 
be discussed and voted in plenary in June. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Philippe Juvin (EPP)                       Procedure file 

 Laying down rules on the making available on the 

market of CE marked fertilising product 

 

On 11 May IMCO will consider the amendments tabled by the 
Members to the Fertilising Products Regulation. The draft report by 
Ms Gáll-Pelcz includes 85 amendments and Members added 409 
more, which makes a total figure of 594 amendments. The key issues 
addressed by the amendments concern both general topics of the EU 
legislation on goods and specific issues pertaining to the fertilising 
products. The scope of the Regulation, namely the partial 
harmonisation approach and also the extension of the scope with 
regard to the product coverage and status, will be debated. The 
concept of risk and requirements for economic operators, including 
labelling and traceability of products, as well as other issues related 
to administrative burden reduction are among the proposed changes. 
Members might also exchange views on specific product and 
component material requirements, the refining of product definitions, 
the approach towards innovative organic and waste-based products 
in order to keep the balance between the innovation promotion and 
safety concerns. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Ildiko Gáll-Pelcz (EPP)                      Procedure file 

 

E X C H A N G E  O F  V I E W S  W I T H  C O M M I S S I O N E R S  

On 24 April, Commissioner Bieńkowska appeared in IMCO for an 
exchange of views. The Commissioner talked about the progress made 
on key initiatives such as the Services Package, collaborative economy, 
geo-blocking, parcel delivery and start-ups. She also announced the 
forthcoming package of measures on better compliance and assistance 
(a Single Market Information Tool, the Single Digital Gateway, an action 
plan on SOLVIT), and in the summer, measures to improve the goods 
market. After the summer, the Commission will release a package on 
public procurement and one on the retail sector. On 25 April, the IMCO 
Committee held also its structured dialogue with Commissioner Andrus 
Ansip. The meeting was dedicated to the implementation of the 2017 
priorities and the new proposals for the 2018 Work Programme. The 
main element of discussion was an update on the state of play of the  

 

implementation of the Digital Single Market Strategy, in view of its 
midterm evaluation, with particular attention to the different ongoing 
legislative proposals in the field. On the same date, IMCO heard a 
presentation by Commissioner Jourová on the preliminary results of the 
REFIT exercise on consumer and marketing law. Possible follow-up 
actions on REFIT must also be seen in the context of ongoing work on 
ADR/ODR and the upcoming assessment of the 2013 Recommendation 
on collective redress. In the ongoing trilogues on the Consumer 
Protection Cooperation Regulation, the Commissioner supported 
Parliament’s position on the most crucial points of difference with the 
Council. As regards the Sales of Goods file, the Commissioner backed 
IMCO’s ideas on promoting durability of goods and offered the 
Commission’s services help to develop them further. 

  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96884/PHILIPPE_JUVIN_home.html
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N E X T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S  

(11 MAY 2017) 
Watch the committee meeting live 

Body of European Regulators for Electronic 

Communications 

On 11 May IMCO will vote on its draft opinion for ITRE on the 
proposal establishing the Body of European Regulators for 
Electronic Communications (BEREC). In his draft opinion, the 
rapporteur endorses several of the Commission’s suggested 
improvements, for instance extending the competences of BEREC 
in the regulatory field, but proposes to reinstate the current two-
tier structure comprising BEREC and a BEREC Office. The 299 
amendments tabled (208 in the draft opinion and 91 by IMCO 
Members) have been debated in the committee on 25 April. A set 
of compromise amendments dealing in particular with BEREC’s 
objectives and tasks, its structure, the composition of its Board, 
and the appointment and responsibilities of the Director have been 
negotiated. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Ivan Štefanec (EPP)                        Procedure file 

Posting of workers in the framework of the 

provision of services 

On 11 May IMCO will vote on its draft opinion for EMPL on the 
proposal for a directive amending the Posting of Workers Directive. 
The rapporteur supports the Commission proposal and suggests to 
shorten the fixed time limit from 24 months to 6 months. She also 
supports the shift from "minimum pay" to "remuneration" but holds 
that this needs to be defined at national level. In total, 242 AMs 
were tabled in IMCO. Members are divided on the overall proposal, 
in particular as regards the duration, remuneration, the 
inclusion/exclusion of transport services and the legal base. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Christel Shaldemose (S&D)              Procedure file 

A new skills agenda for Europe 

 

On 11 May, IMCO will vote on the draft opinion by Mrs Maria 
Grapini (S&D) to EMPL/CUL on a new skills agenda for Europe. This 
opinion stresses the importance of actions to reduce disparity in 
education and calls for simpler and faster procedures for the 
recognition of professional qualifications. Furthermore, the opinion 
stresses the need of European citizens to develop their skills to a 
higher level and reminds that closing the skills gaps and 
mismatches in the labour market and promoting opportunities for 
social mobility is essential to ensure sustainable growth and job 
creation. Finally, the opinion calls on the Commission to provide 
significant support for the development of digital abilities in all age 
groups and to come forward with a methodology for the 
recognition of the new digital professions. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Maria Grapini (S&D)                        Procedure file 

 
The functioning of franchising in the retail sector 

 

On 11 May, the IMCO Committee will vote on its report on the 
functioning of franchising in the retail sector (2016/2244(INI)). The 
vote has been postponed from its original date of 24/25 April. 132 
amendments were tabled within the amendments deadline, and a 
total of 15 compromise amendments have been put forward by the 
rapporteur, covering most parts of the draft report. The Committee 
will also vote on parts of the opinion of the ECON Committee, which 
is competent for issues relating to competition law. One or two 
outstanding issues remain to be clarified, such as the idea of a 
cooling-off period for contracts concluded between franchisors and 
franchisees. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Dennis de Jong (GUE)                    Procedure file 

Rules on the exercise of copyright and related 

rights applicable to certain online transmissions of 
broadcasting organisations and retransmissions of 

television and radio programmes 

On 11 May, the IMCO Committee will vote on its opinion on the 
“SatCab2” file (2016/0284(COD)). This is a simple opinion under 
Rule 53. The vote has been postponed from the original date of 
24/25 April. Work on compromise amendments has been on-going 
since mid-March. So far, 14 compromise amendments have been put 
forward, covering all parts of Articles 1 and 2 of the Commission’s 
proposal, together with corresponding recitals, as well as new text 
introducing a concept of direct injection. One or two issues remain 
to be clarified, including the position of some groups in relation to 
the country of origin principle. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Julia Reda (Greens)                        Procedure file 

Proportionality test before adoption of new 
regulation of professions 

IMCO Members will hold the first exchange of views on the 
Proportionality test before adoption of new regulation of professions 
(2016/0404(COD)) on 11 May. The Commission will present the 
legislative proposal featuring ex-ante proportionality tests of 
national regulations, based on common criteria and detailed 
evidence, transparency in the regulatory process, information and 
involvement of stakeholders, as well as exchange of best practices 
between Member States. The rapporteur, Mr Andreas Schwab, will 
present a working document on key issues of the proposal. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Andreas Schwab (EPP)                    Procedure file 
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L A S T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S  

(24-25 APRIL AND 2-3 MAY 2017) 

Budget: Pilot Projects and Preparatory Actions 

In the framework of the Budget 2018 procedure the Members of 
IMCO presented seven draft pilot projects and requested the 
endorsement of the Committee before having them sent to the 
Commission for technical pre-assessment. The pre-assessment of 
the European Commission gives further insight on the 
implementability of the project. Five of them are proposals for new 
projects and the other two are requests for renewal of projects 
already funded by the Budget 2017. At the vote held on 25 April 
the IMCO Committee decided by a large majority to endorse all of 
them. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Daniel Dalton (ECR)                        Procedure file 

European Accessibility Act 

On 25 April the committee adopted Mr Løkkegaard’s Report on the 
approximation of the laws, regulations and administrative 
provisions of the Member States as regards the accessibility 
requirements for products and services. The Committee has 
focused on preventing unnecessary burdens for the economic 
operators while keeping the advantages for disabled persons. 24 
Compromise Amendments were proposed by the rapporteur, which 
were agreed upon by most political groups after in-depth 
negotiations, which resulted in the adoption of the draft report by 
20 votes in favour and 17 abstentions. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Morten Løkkegaard (ALDE)            Procedure file 

EU eGovernment action plan 2016-2020 

On 25 April Members adopted Ms Verheyen draft report on 'EU 
eGovernment Action Plan 2016-2020'. 98 amendments were tabled 
by IMCO MEPs, being ITRE and JURI associated Committees with 
both exclusive and shared competences on some elements of the 
proposal. 15 Compromise amendments were adopted in total. 
Among the main topics contained in the adopted INI report are the 
need for public administrations to be ready to render their services 
fit for the future,  improving accessibility, the cooperation between 
different administrations in Member States and across borders, 
eliminating barriers and simplifying administrative procedures for 
citizens and businesses, the use of eJustice portal, the transition to 
the employment of eProcurement and eNotification, or ensuring 
compliance with EU data protection rules and guaranteeing 
security. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Sabine Verheyen (EPP)                  Procedure file 

Addressing geo-blocking and other forms of 

discrimination 

On 25 April IMCO adopted with 30 votes in favour, 3 against and 
4 abstentions, the report on the proposed regulation on 
geoblocking. The Rapporteur had proposed a set of 39 
compromise amendments, which were all endorsed. The adopted 
IMCO position limits the scope of the regulation to consumers 
only. It extends the scope of the Art. 4 provisions also to 
electronically supplied services such as e-books, e-music, games 
or software, provided that the trader holds the requisite rights in 
the given territory. It puts forward clarifications concerning 
applicable law, the relationship with competition law and the 
provisions on blocking/re-directing. The IMCO Committee voted 
also in favour of opening inter-institutional negotiations, with 31 
votes in favour, 2 against and 1 abstentions, with the intention to 
start the discussions quickly after the Plenary deadline for 
rejection lapses (May I). 

DRAFTSPERSON: Róża Thun (EPP)                             Procedure file 

 

 
Copyright in the Digital Single Market 

On 25 April IMCO held the consideration of the 508 AMs tabled by MEPs 
for the opinion on the proposal for a directive on Copyright in the Digital 
Single Market. The main elements of the proposal that have been 
amended are the introduction of modifications to the exceptions and 
limitations in the field of research, education and preservation of cultural 
heritage, the simplification of licensing practices, the introduction of a 
press publishers right (Art.11), the use of protected content by 
information society service providers in Article 13, among others. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Catherine Stihler (S&D)                 Procedure file 

A Space Strategy for Europe 

 

IMCO discussed on 25 April the draft opinion of Ms Gebhard to ITRE on 
a "Space Strategy for Europe". The opinion underlines the importance 
of carrying out space research activities in the form of both fundamental 
research and of industrial and applied science, stressing the market 
importance that the outcome of these activities could have further on. 
The security of the data and software and the protection against 
computer attacks is a matter of concern. The groups underlined the 
importance of giving appropriate funding to the research activities in the 
coming budgetary exercises, and the representatives of the Commission 
present confirmed that they are studying currently the allocation of 
supplementary funds to this activity. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Evelyne Gebhardt (S&D)                 Procedure file 

European Agenda for the collaborative economy 

On 3 May IMCO Members 
adopted, by a large majority, the 
N. Danti report on the European 
Agenda for Collaborative 
Economy. Although still a recent 
phenomenon, collaborative 
economy has already exercised 
much influence in our daily lives 
by creating significant 
opportunities for citizens and 
consumers, new entrepreneurial 
opportunities, jobs and growth 

through novel business models, but is also generating new 
challenges to users and authorities. The report addresses issues and 
questions that naturally arise when reflecting on the collaborative 
economy, such as how to best allow the collaborative economy to 
grow further, ensure legal clarity, avoid fragmentation of the Single 
Market, as well as how to ensure an adequate consumer protection, 
workers’ rights, fair competition, tax compliance. The Danti report, 
while recognising the complexity of the phenomenon, calls on the 
European Union to have an ambitious and comprehensive strategy 
on it. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Nicola Danti (S&D)                          Procedure file 
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U P - D A T E  O N  I M C O  T R I L O G U E S  

Mandate on CPC  

On 2 May, the EP Rapporteur on the CPC Regulation, Ms Olga 

Sehnalová, reported back to the IMCO committee on the 1st 

informal exploratory trilogue which took place on 27 April 2017 in 

Brussels: The three institutions presented their political red lines, 

which revolve around the so-called ‘widespread infringements with 

a Union dimension (Commission's role, thresholds), the limitation  

 periods, certain powers for the competent authorities, (including, 
ordering traders to compensate consumers; seizing illegally 
obtained profits; taking down websites), and the participation of 
consumer organisations in the CPC mechanism. The 2nd trilogue 
is scheduled for 17 May 2017, in Strasbourg. The Parliament aims 
at concluding the first reading negotiations still within the Maltese 
Presidency. 

LINK: Procedure file 

I M C O  D E L E G A T I O N  T O  E S T O N I A  

On 19-21 April, an IMCO delegation was on a mission to Tallinn, 
Estonia. Organised against the background of IMCO’s intense work 
on the Digital Single Market and Single Market Strategies, the aim 
of the mission was to discuss with Estonian authorities and 
stakeholders the solutions to the key obstacles of the development 
of the DSM & Single Market. The programme included visits to start-
ups, SMEs, young entrepreneurs and technological leaders, as well 
as meetings with the business community, consumer organisations, 
members of the Estonian Parliament and representatives of Ministry 
of the Economy. Topics discussed included digitalisation as the 
means for growth and examples for creating an environment for 

 
movement of data, facilitating start-up environment, e-Estonia, 
positive experiences, challenges and risks in data protection in e-
Estonia, digitalisation as a merit for growth and innovation, Tallinn 
University of Technology, Tehnopol and Cybernetica’s role in 
innovation, digitalisation and e-solutions developed and under 
development for better economic environment. Consumer 
protection in digital Estonia and the forthcoming Estonian 
Presidency priorities were also addressed. Led by Inese VAIDERE 
(EPP), the delegation was composed of Marc TARABELLA and Maria 
GRAPINI (S&D), Anneleen VAN BOSSUYT (ECR) and Morten 
LOKKEGAARD (ALDE). 

I M C O  S C R U T I N Y  

The 2014 Public Procurement Directives  

 

IMCO held its third scrutiny time on public procurement on 2 May. 
The Commission was represented by Deputy Director-General, Ms. 
Irmfried Schwimann (DG GROW) who informed Members about 
numerous delays regarding transposition: nine MS are still in the 
process of transposition of all three Directives and five MS of the 
Concessions Directive. The Commission’s representative explained 
that these delays are in general due to national political situations 
and occurred despite the intensive support provided by the 
Commission’s services. She announced a forthcoming non-legislative 
package on a public procurement strategy. The floor was given to 
IMCO Members, including EP former Rapporteur Marc Tarabella. 
Many expressed their disappointment about the MS’s delays in 
transposition but also about what seems currently to be a low uptake 
by the MS of the innovations introduced by the 2014 Directives. 

 

Implementation update of Directive on NIS across 

the Union 

IMCO will hold a scrutiny 
session on the status of 
implementation of the NIS 
directive at the IMCO 
Committee meeting of 11 
May 2017 (deadline for 
transposition: 9 May 2018). 
The Commission will present 
the overall state of 
implementation, including 
the work of the Cooperation 
Group which officially started 
its work on 9 February 2017. 
The Cooperation Group is 
tasked, inter alia, to support Member States in the implementation 
of the Directive, including in the identification of critical operators 
and the preparations of the notification and security requirements. 
The Commission will also present its preparatory work on a draft 
implementing act on the security and notification requirements of 
digital services (Art. 16(8)). 
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