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EUROPEAN UNION-FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA
JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE

11th JPC MEETING
22-23 May 2013

MINUTES

First working session, 22 May, 14.00 -17.30

Opening of the meeting

Mr Kenan HASIPI and Mr Jorgo CHATZIMARKAKIS, Co-Chairmen of the
Joint Parliamentary Committee opened the meeting at 14.15 and welcomed the
participants.

In his opening remarks, Mr CHATZIMARKAKIS welcomed participants and
speakers and expressed his pleasure of co-chairing the 11th meeting of the EU-former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia Joint Parliamentary Committee with Mr Kenan
Hasipi, especially because of its very good timing (after having had postponed the
meeting twice: the Council meeting on enlargement on 21 May; the upcoming
European Council on 27-28 June; the EP resolution debate on the same day and vote
the day after.
Furthermore, commenting on the EU-fYROM relations, he emphasised that the
European Parliament is a supporter of the EU enlargement policy and of a political re-
unification of the European continent. The accession of Croatia on 1 July is a proof of
this commitment. He stressed the EP supported the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia on its road to EU membership, along with the other countries of the
region, for which it was already a candidate for more than 8 years.
He gladly noted that since last time the JPC had met the country continued with its
reform efforts and that the High Level Accession Dialogue brought concrete results.
Fortunately, the political crisis that threatened to set back the positive steps taken
beforehand was resolved on 1 March with the help of the EU, including Mr Howitt,
EP rapporteur on the country's progress. Nevertheless, the implementation of that
agreement should be taken forward with utmost seriousness.
Turning to the draft of JPC recommendations, prepared jointly by the JPC Co-chairs,
he expressed his belief that most of the current political considerations included
therein.

Mr HASIPI explained the reasons for the postponements of the 11th JPC meeting.

1. Adoption of the draft agenda

The draft agenda was adopted with a changed order of some items in the afternoon
session (as noted in these minutes).
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2. Adoption of the minutes of the 10th meeting of the EU- former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia Joint Parliamentary Committee held on 7 June 2012
in Brussels

The minutes of the 10th meeting were approved.

Other business:

In an unrelated comment under this item of the agenda, Mr KOUMOUTSAKOS
denounced publication of a map on a social-networking site profile of a newspaper
from the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia showing the territory of the
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia extended to parts of Bulgaria and Greece.
Mr HASIPI replied that the constitution of the Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia ban any territorial claims towards other countries. It should be rather
treated as a question of freedom of media.
Mr MILOSHOSKI confirmed that since its independence, the Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia had no territorial claims. In addition, Greece as a member
state of NATO is protected by its mutual defence obligation. On the other hand, on a
less serious note, he mentioned the swimwear-clad invasion of Greece by citizens of
the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia in July and August every year.

3. Exchange of views with representatives of the government of the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, of the Council of the European Union and
of the European Commission on the relations between the European Union
and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

- Ambassador Andrej LEPAVCOV, Head of the Mission of the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia to the European Union on behalf of the
Government of the country

- Ambassador Aivo ORAV, Head of the Delegation of the European Union to
the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, on behalf of the Council of the
European Union and the European Commission

- Mr Richard HOWITT, rapporteur of the EP Foreign Affairs Committee on
the country

Ambassador LEPAVCOV appreciated the EP's support, incl. its resolutions as well
as the past the JPC recommendations. He expressed his hopes for opening of
accession negotiations and thanked for the support of the European Commission, and
their reporting in the "spring report" on the progress made in the said period.

Describing the key recent developments, he underlined the respect for OSCE/ODIHR
recommendations to the local elections process. In his words, media dialogue
continued, the Working Group on media led by Deputy Prime Minister Besimi
continued its work. Judiciary reform continued as well, and the backlog of judicial
cases was reduced. Prevention and suppression of corruption still remains a priority
for the country. The Ohrid framework agreement was also subject of review by the
government, incl. upcoming recommendations. The Committee of Inquiry into the
events of 24 December in the country's parliament would elect its President soon,
according to Ambassador Lepavcov.
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Inter-party Memorandum of Understanding on strategic foreign policy objectives,
providing for more cooperation on approaches' towards EU and NATO integration,
was blocked by the continued non-election of president of the afore-mentioned
committee.

On the market economy criteria, Ambassador LEPAVCOV said that despite some
problems, there remain fulfilled.

The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia has a deep interest in good neighbourly
relations with EU Member States, including Greece and Bulgaria.

He stated that the country wishes to resolve the name issue sooner than later. In this
regard, any postponement of opening of EU membership negotiations is negative for
the country as well as for the region. The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia is
committed to better relations with Bulgaria, however only if they are based on mutual
equality and reciprocity, as well as respect for national and linguistic identity.

The chairmanship of the South East European Cooperation Process (SEECP) by the
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia in 2012-2013 was a success.

Furthermore, he called on the EU and the EP to fulfil the promise to enlarge the EU to
include South East European countries endorsed at the Thessaloniki summit 10 years
ago.

He also welcomed the accession of Croatia to the EU in July 2013, as well as recent
Serbia-Kosovo agreement, moving the region closer to the EU.
Lastly, he re-affirmed his country's commitment to the enlargement process and
praised the EU and in particular the EP for its supportive role.

Ambassador ORAV highlighted the relevant role played by the JPC for the
parliamentary dialogue. In reference to the 1 March agreement, he emphasised that
the EU expects the country's political elites to put country before party interests, and
build consensus on major foreign policy priorities, such as EU accession. The
agreement had note yet been implemented. He noted several positive steps with regard
to Greece and Bulgaria. Lastly, he expressed hope that UN negotiator Nimitz's
mediation efforts on the name issue with Greece could bear fruit soon.

In the subsequent debate, Members exchanged views with the present guests.
Mr TOUSSAS, explained why his (Communist) party would vote against the draft
recommendations, as well as the EP resolution on the progress report. Mr ILCHEV
asked why referring to internal matters such as linguistic identity should be addressed
in an international treaty, in reference to the Friendship treaty between the country
and Bulgaria.

Mr HOWITT, EP rapporteur on the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia's
introduced Foreign Affairs Committee's report on the Commission's Progress report
2012 . He mentioned that the resolution would provide for additional pressure on the
Council to open negotiations, although he thought that such decision at its June
meeting was unlikely. In his words, the repeated postponement of decision would
have negative impact on the country. In reference to the crisis of 24 December, he
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mentioned that the establishment of the commission of inquiry is very important step
not yet fully taken. In addition, relations with civil society and media had soured after
the 24 December. The round table between the government and the media had done
good work, but it was sadly interrupted by the political crisis in the country. The non-
discrimination committee was functioning, however issues of independence remained.
He agreed with Ambassador Lepavcov that the chairmanship of the SEECP was a
success.
Lastly, Mr HOWITT, noted the OSCE preliminary observations on elections, and the
shortcomings addressed therein.

Mr CHATZIMARKAKIS, Mr PETROV and Mr HASIPI addressed the above-
mentioned issues as well.

Mr KOUMOUTSAKOS referred to a debate in the EP´s Foreign Affairs Committee
on the EP draft resolution on the country's Progress report. He emphasised that he
shared with Mr Howitt two common objectives: the country should start negotiations
on EU membership and it should resolve the name issue with the EU. Nevertheless he
disagreed with the opening without a resolution to the name issue which was the
reason for a negative vote on the draft resolution. He supported his action by referring
to past good will by the EU and Greece (granting candidate status and visa-free
regime) that were according to his opinion followed by a hardened stance of the
government of the country.

Mr MILOSHOSKI underscored the need to keep credibility of EU enlargement
process. Moreover, referring to the name issue with Greece, he appreciated the
mediation by UN; however he would appreciate bilateral talks too.

In Mr KIRILOV´s opinion, the name issue is a problem caused by the governments´
nationalistic course. Furthermore, he emphasised the need to recognise the 100.000
people belonging to Bulgarian nationality in the country.

In reply to questions, Ambassador LEPAVCOV explained that in order to continue
with the infrastructure projects with neighbours, one does not need a treaty, e.g. the
border crossing in Strumjane is built from fYROM’s side, however there is nothing
but green grass from Bulgaria’s side. He declared preparedness to negotiate with
Bulgaria as soon as the new government would be in place there.

Replying to the issues raised above, Ambassador ORAV emphasised that the name
issue is mediated by UN. The Commission (with the EEAS input) was requested to by
the Council to follow the issue.

He noted the visit of Nimitz to both countries, as well as contacts and visits between
the governmental representatives. He expressed hope that a positive news could be
received perhaps even before the June Council meeting. Furthermore, he mentioned
the visits of government representatives from fYROM and Bulgaria as reported in the
spring report. Lastly, the High Level Accession Dialogue (HLAD) facilitates good
neighbourly relations since March 2012.
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Mr HOWITT explained that in his opinion the Opening of the EU membership
negotiations would be a game-changer for the country and its relations with the EU.
The name issue cannot be resolved by the EU or the EP.

Mr CHATZIMARKAKIS unlined the need for multicultural meaning of monuments
built in the country.

4. Recent developments in the context of the High Level Accession Dialogue

- Rule of law, incl. Inter - community dialogue  and reforms in the field of
judiciary and public administration as well as fight against corruption

JPC Co-Chair HASIPI introduced the item and gave the floor Ms MEHMETI who
presented the policies pursued in the country.

Firstly, Ms MEHMETI highlighted the importance of the JPC in the enlargement
process. Furthermore, she presented several reforms with regard to judiciary sector in
the filed of fight against corruption. Moreover, she confirmed that intercommunity
dialogue within the country remains important. She recognised the efforts made by its
government as well as the countries in the region to replace nationalism by
"Europeanism".  In addition, she underscored the efforts of her party “DUI” to
constructive relations with Greece.

JPC Co-Chair CHATZIMARKAKIS welcomed Ms Mehmeti again in the meeting.

Mr HASIPI rebuffed the claims of nationalism in his country by stating that he is
proud of living in a country that is multicultural.
Ms Bauer addressed the ongoing issue of trafficking of women in the country and the
whole region. She saw this as related to corruption and to the effectiveness of policies
against trafficking in human beings.

Mr MILOSHOSKI and Ms MEHMETI joined the discussion on this issue. Mr
Miloshoski mentioned a US agency monitoring on fight against trafficking which
upgraded the country two years ago to first tier, i.e. proclaiming the country as
addressing the issue of trafficking in human beings effectively.

In the following exchange of views, Mr KOUMOUTSAKOS, Mr HASIPI, Ms
MEHMETI, Mr TOUSSAS, Ms MACOVEI, Mr CHATZIMARKAKIS and Ms
BONEVA, addressed the question whether nationalist and/or irredentist policies
persist in the country, and how freedom of media should be addressed in case of
promotion of such ideas.

- Freedom of expression and the media;

Mr PETROV addressed the situation of media in the country. Several regulations and
legislative improvement have been adopted, such as decriminalisation of defamation,
prevention of conflict of interest and concentration of media ownership. Clearly, the
media pluralism is still not at an appropriate level. There are several issues with
government advertising. He expressed hope that the cooperation within the media
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working group between the government and the association of journalist will be
resumed in interest of the country.

Mr SALAVRAKOS addressed the issues of nationalism and media freedom.

Mr HOWITT addressed the issues of suspended work of the media working group
and the deteriorated media environment following the events of 24 December 2012.

Mr CHATZIMARKAKIS thanked Mr Petrov for highlighting the issues with media
freedom. Finally, he congratulated the country on the progress made in this area,
despite some setbacks.

Mr HASIPI concluded debate on this subject-matter.

- Electoral reform with a view to the local elections held on 24 March and 7
April

Ms BONEVA introduced the sub-item. The country amended law on financing
political parties, and amended the Election Code, thus addressing conflicts of interest,
transparency of financing and donations in campaigns. Deadlines were extended for
registration in the polls in order to enable the opposition to participate.
The reform process continues after the local elections and will be finished by end of
the year.

Furthermore, Ms Boneva highlighted the OSCE/ODIHR report and preliminary
conclusions on the recent local elections. They were assessed as competitive and
efficient poll, conducted in a calm and orderly fashion. The turnout was relatively
high (67 %). She emphasised the positive trend of increasing number of elected
women candidates in comparison with the previous local elections.

Moreover, she confirmed commitment of the country and its government to address
the shortcomings identified in the OSCE/ODHIR report. Lastly, Ms Boneva asked for
support of her country to open negotiations as soon as possible, in the process of
which all outstanding issues could be addressed.

- Strengthening market economy by increasing social cohesion

Mr MILOSHOSKI introduced the subject by pointing to the effects of the financial
and economic crisis in the region. It affected the labour market. The level of
unemployment is high, however stabilised at 30 %. The question remains how many
are officially unemployed, and how many work in grey economy.

Several measures are taken to alleviate the unemployment, such subsidising of junior
and traineeship positions in companies; and to facilitate the start-up of new small and
medium enterprises.

The youth unemployment is high at 40% however this is still lower compared to
Greece.



7

The government is stimulating actively and successfully foreign direct investments in
the country by creating positive business climate, cutting red tape, low taxation and
monetary stability.

The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia ranks 6th in the world on ease of
starting a business in the report by the World Bank on “Doing Business” 20131, best
in the South-Eastern Europe.

A recent International Monetary Fund mission assessed the country’s economy as
stable and a 2% GDP growth was predicted for 2013.

- Good neighbourly relations

Mr MILOSHOSKI spoke at length on this sub-item.

Firstly, the common goal with Bulgaria and Greece is to increase mutual trust and
increase mutual contacts, be it people-to-people contacts or trade. In this regard, he
emphasised that there were never any security incidents or territorial claims between
the country and its neighbours.

The Interim accord of 1995 between the country and Greece is the basis of the
bilateral relations. In the context of the Commission reporting on progress in the
country, the new element in its spring report is reporting on good neighbourly
relations. On the human level, weekend tourism from Greece to the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia is frequent. Similarly, citizens of the country visit Greece
often as tourists. As for mutual trade, Greek investors asked for an agreement between
the two countries on avoidance of double taxation. A request for such an agreement
was initiated by the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia already in 2009,
however without a response from the Greek side yet.

The country also proposed to upgrade diplomatic relations to ambassadors’ level.
Currently, the mutual relations are at the level of liaison offices.
Mutual protection of investments was also proposed. Furthermore, mutual
management of migration flows could be significantly enhanced by a proposed
agreement on police cooperation.

In order to facilitate local cross border traffic, Mr Miloshoski highlighted the proposal
made by his country to open local border posts with the neighbouring countries, in
particular with Greece.

Another proposal entailed an exchange of medical staff for training. Finally, an
exchange programme for young diplomats, in order to increase mutual trust and
experience.

He expressed satisfaction with the recent UN mediated talks and expressed hope that
they will intensify.

1 http://doingbusiness.org/rankings, retrieved on 2 October 2013.
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On relations Bulgaria, Mr Miloshoski called for facilitation on infrastructural projects.
As regards the project of the Friendship Treaty between the country and Bulgaria, he
asked for continuation of talks with the new government in Sofia. At the same, time,
he asked for equality and mutual trust of both countries in these negotiations.

Furthermore, he mentioned the regional diplomatic initiatives such as the summit of
the SEECP in Ohrid in June as well as a prepared joint government session between
the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Serbia.

Lastly, he argued that social cohesion, market economy, as well as regional stability
would be stimulated by opening of negotiations on EU membership.

Mr CHATZIMARKAKIS asked on behalf of Mr Cramer (who was absent at that
moment) whether border crossings between the country and Bulgaria on the “Iron
curtain bicycle trail” could be used by the upcoming EP delegation to the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

The delegation of the Assembly of former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia was
invited to follow the debate in the EP plenary session on the European Commission´s
Progress report on the country.

The meeting was adjourned at 18.00.

Second working session, 23 May, 09.00-11.30

Mr Kenan HASIPI and Mr Jorgo CHATZIMARKAKIS, Co-Chairmen of the
Joint Parliamentary Committee re-opened the meeting at 09.30 and welcomed the
participants.

5. Alternative ways for use of renewable energy sources

Mr CHATZIMARKAKIS introduced Mr CHRYSOGELOS as the first speaker on
this item.

Mr CHRYSOGELOS emphasised that environment policy is an important area for
international cooperation. It can also serve as the job-creation activity. In reference to
agreement on regional environmental protection and cross-border water basin
cooperation in the Prespa Lake area, he informed the audience that according to
information received from the European Commission, the parties (Albania, Greece,
the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia) to the agreement are bound to protect
the environment in the above-mentioned area.

In reference to production of renewable energy projects, in particular hydroelectric
dams, he argued in favour of smaller rather than bigger infrastructure projects.
He underlined that the Balkans region does not have to follow the mistakes done in
other regions. Instead this region could develop small scale projects with the
participation of local communities, at their benefit.
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In addition, he highlighted the need for a combined financing of alternative energy
production, incl. green funds. Sustainable “green” investments should be the ones
pursued instead of bank investments.
He underlined the role of the European Parliament and the EU in support of such
ideas.

On behalf of the delegation of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, JPC Co-
chair HASIPI informed the audience of the measures taken in the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia in fighting against the global climate change.
Despite the lack of the most sophisticated technology, energy efficiency and efforts to
increase use alternative energy sources. A strategy on renewable energy sources by
2020 was adopted by the government in September 2010. New legislation was being
prepared to adopt EU standards for alternative sources, incl. achieving 21 %
alternative sources of all energy production by 2020, although perhaps this target is
too ambitious for the country.

In addition, Mr Hasipi listed the secondary legislation in this are in adopted by the
country. Energy distribution network remains limited though.
Subsidised rates for green energy production are considered and loans are provided
for energy efficiency for equipment and facilities improvement.
These targets are demand significant financial and infrastructural investment.

Mr CHATZIMARKAKIS congratulated to the environmental policy objectives and
policies, as presented by Mr Hasipi.

6. Consideration and adoption of the Recommendations

Before declaring a short break for consultation, the JPC Co-chairs
CHATZIMARKAKIS and HASIPI argued that the baseline draft recommendations
as proposed by them are balanced and good version to be adopted.
The draft declaration and recommendations were adopted without amendments which
were withdrawn by the Members.

As pointed out by some Members and agreed by the JPC Co-Chairs, this was most
probably the first time in the history of this body that it adopted draft
recommendations by such a large majority.

7. Any other business

Mr CHATZIMARKAKIS announced that the EP and the Sobranie will realise a
staff exchange programme in September 2013.

8. Date and place of the 12th meeting of the EU- Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia Joint Parliamentary Committee

Mr CHATZIMARKAKIS announced that the two delegations have agreed to hold the
12th JPC meeting in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (Skopje) on 29-31
October.

The meeting finished at 11.00
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ANNEX II: Adopted recommendations

EUROPEAN UNION-FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF
MACEDONIA JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE

11th Meeting
European Parliament, Strasbourg

22-23 May 2013

Declaration and Recommendations
(Adopted on 23 May)

The EU - Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia Joint Parliamentary
Committee held its 11th meeting in Brussels on 22-23 May 2013 under the
joint Chairmanship of Mr Jorgo CHATZIMARKAKIS (ALDE, Germany) and
Mr Kenan HASIPI (Democratic Party of Turks, Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia).

At this meeting, the Committee held an exchange of views with Mr Andrej
Lepavcov, Ambassador, Mission of the Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia to the EU, on behalf of the Government of the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia; Mr Aivo Orav, Head of EU Delegation in the Former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, representing the Council of the European
Union, and the European Commission.

The Joint Parliamentary Committee, pursuant to Rule 3 of its Rules of
Procedure, addresses the following recommendations to the institutions of the
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and of the European Union:

The Joint Parliamentary Committee addressed the following issues:

The relations between the European Union (EU) and the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia;

Recent developments in the context of the High Level Accession Dialogue:

 Rule of law, incl. Inter - community dialogue  and reforms in the field of
judiciary and public administration as well as fight against corruption;

 Freedom of expression and the media;
 Electoral reform with a view to the local elections held on 24 March and 7

April;
 Strengthening market economy by increasing social cohesion;
 Good neighbourly relations;
 Alternative ways for use of renewable energy sources.

Taking into account:
A. the European Commission Progress Report on the former Yugoslav Republic

of Macedonia and the Enlargement Strategy and Main Challenges 2012-2013
of 10 October 2012;
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B. European Commission Progress Report  of 16 April 2013 on implementation
of reforms in the country within the framework of the High Level Accession
Dialogue, and promotion of good neighbourly relations;

C. Declaration and recommendations from the 10th meeting of the EU-former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia JPC of 7th June 2012;

D. the European Council conclusions of 13 December 2012;

E. High Level Accession Dialogue, and in particular the joint conclusions of the
latest meeting held on 9 April 2013 in Skopje;

On the relations between the EU and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

1. Welcomes and agrees with the Commission Progress Report of October last
year, according to which the country made visible progress in a number of key
areas, and the recommendation given for the fourth time that the country meets
the criteria for a start of accession negotiations with the EU, and notes the past
European Parliament annual Resolutions on the Progress Report for the
country;

2. Welcomes the continuation of the High Level Accession Dialogue (HLAD),
which provided a good platform for return of the reforms and the EU agenda
in the focus of public debates and represented a significant catalyst for
implementation of reforms between the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia and the European Commission and the joint commitments,
providing valuable support to the accession process of the country by focusing
on key reform priorities; however, recalls its previous opinion that HLAD  is
not a substitute for EU membership negotiations;

3. Points out that the dynamism brought by HLAD into the reform process was
acknowledged by all 27 EU Member States in December 2012; having in mind
the request by the Council to the Commission from December 2012 and the
possibility for opening accession negotiations with the country provided
certain conditions are met, and with regard to the Spring Report by the
European Commission, calls on the European Council to grant the country a
date for accession negotiations with the EU;

4. Welcomes the continued smooth implementation  of the country’s obligations
under the Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA) and the
Commission’s standing proposal to pass to the second stage of the
Association;

5. Welcomes the participation of the country within bilateral and regional
framework and takes note of the steps taken in the bilateral relations with
neighbouring countries in the framework of maintaining of good neighbourly
relations; expects the formal talks on the name issue between the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Greece to bring new momentum for a
mutually acceptable solution; takes note of the commitment to strengthening
bilateral relations between the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and
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Bulgaria and encourages both sides to further promote their mutual relations;
commends the country for the successful realisation of the SEECP
Chairmanship, thus confirming its commitment for a constructive regional
cooperation;

6. Takes note of the events of 24 December 2012 in the Sobranie; welcomes the
political agreement of 1 March  this year that ended the crisis, by which
politicians demonstrated democratic maturity; expects all parties to this
agreement to behave responsibly and implement it fully and without delays;
points to the importance of establishment of the Committee of Inquiry, and
agreement on the Memorandum of Understanding or an Assembly Declaration
for a cross party commitment to EU integration;

7. Welcomes the efficiently conducted and competitive local elections on 24
March and 7 April in the country and the calm and orderly election days; at
the same time, takes into account the preliminary conclusions of the report of
OSCE/ODIHR and the mentioned shortcomings, including  the biased media
coverage and the interference by the government and party activities, which
affected the equality in the competition between candidates; encourages the
country's government and parties to continue working on a comprehensive
electoral reform and in particular to fully implement the recommendations of
OSCE/ODIHR in this regard;

8. Encourages inclusiveness and transparency of the reform process in the
country, in particular the more intensive inclusion of  the Parliament and the
National Council of European Integration, as well as relevant civil society
representatives in the HLAD;

9. Welcomes the recent legislative reforms in the field of freedom of expression
and the media in line with European standards, including, most importantly the
decriminalisation of defamation and insult; calls on continuation of the
activities of the Media Working Group chaired by the Deputy-Prime Minister
in charge of EU integration and inclusion of journalists in the adoption of
reforms in this field; encourages wider debate on this issue with the aim of
strengthening the confidence between the Government and the Association of
Journalists;

10. Welcomes the Government report for further implementation of the Ohrid
Framework Agreement and the inclusion of all communities in state
institutions, through measures for employment, education, and assistance to
the less represented communities in the country; expects the Report to be
presented publicly, in order to generate a wider societal and political support
for the multi-ethnic future of the state;

11. Recommends a strengthened political dialogue to be the key factor for further
advancement in the field of multi-ethnic and multi-confessional society and in
elimination of inter-ethnic incidents and risk of division  across ethnic lines;

12. Welcomes the legal changes and information campaigns aimed to increase
efficiency and transparency of the judicial system, especially with regard to
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the Academy of Judges and Prosecutors, professionalism and the merit based
recruitment of judges that aim at strengthening of confidence of citizens in
judicial institutions and at elimination of the risks for independence and
impartiality of the judiciary in practice; and recommends the Government to
fully implement these changes and to continue these efforts;

13. Welcomes the strengthening of the anti-corruption legal framework aimed at
increased transparency of the special investigative measure and regarding
conflict of interests, as well as the improvement of verification capacities of
state authorities and their authorisations; however, urges the government to
address all cases of corruption; and encourages the country to establish a
track-record for convictions in high-level cases; commends the achievements
in the field of fight against organised crime and the joint work of state
institutions; notes the good cooperation with Interpol and Europol;

14. Welcomes the updated Strategy on Public Administration Reform which was
adopted by the Government in October 2012 and calls for its full
implementation to guarantee transparency, professionalism and independence
of the public administration; notes in particular the cooperation with SIGMA
experts in the preparation and the methodology for employment of members of
the communities on the merit -based principle;

15. Recognises the commitments of the country to maintain macroeconomic
stability, good business climate and clearance of all outstanding payments;
recalls on the importance of a consultative mechanism between the
government, companies and trade unions for finding acceptable measures to
alleviate the economic crisis; welcomes the measures for attraction of foreign
investments and calls on cautious management of the public sector debt and
public expenditure;

16. Notes the high structural unemployment, especially of the youth, posing a
serious problem due to the economic crisis even in the European countries;
welcomes the Action Plan on Youth Employment prepared in cooperation
with "Decent Work Programme" of the World Labour Organization and the
measures for self-employment, allocation of credits and subsidies; in that
sense, supports the government to continue using benefits of the Pre-
Accession Instrument (IPA) programmes;

17. Welcomes the adoption of the legal regulations in accordance with EU
Directives for renewable energy resources and the target set for 21% of
renewable resources by 2020; appreciates the envisaged measures for
production of energy from these resources and the planned referential tariffs;
encourages the government to continue with measures enabling entrance of
direct investments, having in mind the country's potential and its geographic
location.


