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1. BACKGROUND

8 Members of the European Parliament's Delegation for relations with Israel, headed by Fulvio Martusciello
(EPP/IT), conducted a working visit to Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, Israel, from 16-18 November 2015 in the
framework of the 41st Interparliamentary Meeting between the European Parliament and the Knesset.

Discussions between Members of the European Parliament and the Knesset took place in an open and frank
atmosphere and focussed on EU-Israel relations, in particular the 'interpretative notice on indication of origin
of goods from the territories occupied by Israel since June 1967', the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the
escalation of violence in Jerusalem and elsewhere, the Iran nuclear deal and the current security challenges in
the Middle East. The delegation also met experts of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and of 'The Israel
Project' and visited a start-up company in Tel Aviv, where it was briefed on the Israeli entrepreneurship and
innovation ecosystem.

The delegation was composed by Fulvio MARTUSCIELLO, chair (EPP, IT), Olga SEHNALOVA, 1st vice-
chair (CZ, S&D), Bastiaan BELDER, 2nd vice-chair (NL, ECR), Miltiadis KYRKOS (EL, S&D), Costas
MAVRIDES (CY, S&D), Marijana PETIR (HR, EPP), Branislav ŠKRIPEK (SK, ECR), and Ramon
TREMOSA i BALCELLS, (ES, ALDE).

2. POLITICAL MEETINGS

a) Briefing by H.E. Ambassador Lars Faaborg-Andersen, Head of the EU Delegation to Israel, 16
November 2015, Jerusalem

The visit started with a briefing by Ambassador Lars Faaborg-Andersen, Head of the EU Delegation to
Israel, who informed Members about the latest developments in Israel and gave an overview of the state of
EU-Israel relations, which he described as strong and solid, marked by very close political, economic and
cultural ties. Replying to MEPs' questions regarding the 'interpretative notice on indication of origin of goods
from the territories occupied by Israel since June 1967' of 11 November 2015, he clarified that this does not
constitute a new piece of legislation nor does the EU intend to boycott Israel in any way. He also said that
reactions to the initiative should not be exaggerated, since only about 1% of Israeli trade would be affected
by these measures.

Being deeply concerned by the recent tensions around the Temple Mount and the escalation of violence in
Jerusalem and the West Bank, Ambassador Faaborg-Andersen pointed out that all parties need to undertake
steps to stop the violence and de-escalate the situation and stressed that security measures alone cannot solve
the problem. More importantly, political and economic measures are needed to give hope to the people and
improve their daily lives.

b) Interparliamentary meeting at the Knesset, 17 November 2015, Jerusalem

On 17 November, the delegation met Mr Yuli-Yoel Edelstein, Speaker of the Knesset, as well as
representatives of the Knesset's Foreign Affairs and Defence Committee and of its Delegation for relations
with the European Parliament. It also held a number of bilateral meetings with individual Knesset members.
In addition, the delegation briefly attended a plenary sitting, during which it was welcomed by Yehiel Hilik
Bar, Deputy Speaker of the Knesset.

Discussions focussed on EU-Israel relations, the security challenges in the Middle East, and the Israel-
Palestinian conflict. While both sides underlined the need to reinforce EU-Israel relations in general and
parliamentary cooperation in particular, the representatives of the Knesset took a strong stance against the
recently published 'interpretative notice on indication of origin of goods from the territories occupied by
Israel since June 1967'. They argued that these measures are counter-productive, discriminate against Israel
and lead to a boycott. They also claimed that the ultimate victims of this initiative will be those Palestinians
who work in the affected companies, since they would lose their jobs if the companies had to close.
Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) expressed different views about this recent initiative. Whereas



some of them (Sehnalova, Kykros, Mavrides) clarified that the EU does neither discriminate against, nor
boycott, Israel but that the labelling of settlement products is in line with the EU's differentiation policy,
others (Martusciello, Belder, Petir) expressed their opposition to it.

Members of the Knesset condemned the Paris attacks of 13 November and expressed their condolences to
France and the EU. They offered that Israel could share its experience in the fight against terrorism and
expressed the wish that the EU speaks out more loudly against terror attacks in Israel too, underlining that
Israel was confronted with terrorism on a daily basis. Members also discussed about the consequences of the
Iran nuclear deal and the multiple crises and security challenges in the Middle East, especially Syria, Iraq,
Libya and Yemen. There was common understanding about the need to step up cooperation in the fight
against terrorism and find a political solution to the conflicts.

Discussing about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, MEPs expressed deep concern at the escalation of violence
in Jerusalem and West Bank and underlined that it is essential that all parties undertake steps to stop the
violence and calm down the situation. They also underlined the need to restart negotiations and enable a
political process with the aim of reaching a two-state solution. In Yaakov Perry’s opinion, the EU almost
exclusively sees Israel through the prism of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and for him, the two-state
solution means the creation of two states for two peoples. Members of the Knesset also underlined the
important role of regional players (Shelah) and stressed that economic cooperation (Margalit) and education
(Ben Ari; Shasha-Biton) are key in bringing the two sides closer together. From Aida Touma-Sliman's point
of view, the international community should put more pressure on both sides to get back to the negotiation
table. She welcomed the publication of the 'interpretative notice', pointing out that settlements are illegal.
Moreover, she described the situation of many Palestinians as hopeless, since they live in poverty, are
deprived of their rights and feel humiliated. According to her, the only way to put an end to the violence
would to stop the current settlement policy and to pave the way for a political solution.

The delegation met the following Members of the Knesset:

 Mr Yuli-Yoel Edelstein, Speaker of the Knesset

 Foreign Affairs and Defence Committee:
Mr Tzachi Hanegbi (Likud), Chair; Mr Avi Dichter (Likud); Mr Yaakov Perry (Yesh Atid)

 Knesset Delegation for relations with the European Parliament:
Mr Yaakov Perry (Yesh Atid), Chair; Mr Elie Alalouf (Kulanu); Ms Merav Ben Ari (Kulanu); Ms
Karin Elharrar (Yesh Atid); Mr Erel Margalit (Zionist Camp); Ms Yifat Sasha-Biton (Kulanu); Mr
Ofer Shela (Yesh Atid)

 Bilateral meetings took place with: Mr Erel Margalit (Zionist Camp); Mr Ofer Shelah (Yesh
Atid); Ms Aida Touma-Sliman (Joint List)

During the meetings at the Knesset, the delegation was accompanied by EU Ambassador Lars Faaborg-
Anderson and Marc Gallagher, Head of the political section of the EU Delegation to Israel. The meetings
were also attended by Ms Avivit Bar-Ilan and Ms Silvia Berladski Baruch from the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Shmuel Letko, Director of the Knesset's Foreign-Affairs and Defence Committee, Maya Cohen-
Rahamim, Deputy Director of the Foreign-Affairs and Defence Committee, Mr Oded Ben-Hur, diplomatic
advisor, and Ms Netta Inbar Shem-Tov, Head of the Knesset's section for incoming delegations.



3. ADDITIONAL MEETINGS

a) Briefing on Iran at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs by Ambassador Jeremy Issacharoff, Vice-
Director General, Head of Multilateral Affairs Directorate, 17 November 2015, Jerusalem

Commenting on the nuclear deal concluded between the P5+1 and Iran on 14 July 2015, Ambassador
Issacharoff remarked that none of the regional players such as Israel or the Gulf states were actually involved
in the negotiations. He stressed that the international community had to make sure that the deal will be
completely implemented and pointed out that Iran might try to circumvent some parts with the aim to
maintain its capacity to produce military material. According to him, the deal will not change the country's
behaviour vis-à-vis the region, and the international community should not only judge Iran as far as the
nuclear file is concerned, but also according to the situation in the region, its intervention in Syria, Iraq,
Lebanon and Yemen, as well as the country's internal situation.

b) Working dinner with Brig. Gen. (ret.) Mike Herzog, Analyst, The Israel Project, 17 November 2015,
Tel Aviv

Brig. Gen. (ret.) Herzog pointed out that through the collapse of several states in the Middle East, notably
Syria, Iraq, Libya and Yemen, the old post-colonial order has collapsed. While certain countries such as the
Gulf States and Egypt try to preserve the status quo, powerful non-state actors like ISIS are emerging and
manage to subsist despite the international coalition's fight against them. Therefore, the international
community should rethink and intensify its fight against ISIS, including against its ideology and media
strategy with which it attracts many young people. He also underlined that the Kurds and the Sunni States
play a crucial role in the fight against ISIS.

Regarding Iran and the threat it poses for Israel, Mr Herzog does not see any improvement since the
conclusion of the nuclear deal. He was also sceptical about the question as to whether the deal would help
stabilising the region in the long-term. As far as the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is concerned, Mr Herzog
recommended the EU and the international community not to overly focus on the restart of peace
negotiations but to promote measures that contribute to de-escalate the current tensions and improve
economic development. He also argued that the expansion of settlements needs to stop and that the
cooperation with regional players such as the Gulf States, Egypt and Jordan should be stepped up.

c) Visit of the start-up company AOL Nautilus and presentation by Ms Inbal Arieli, Vice-President of
Start-Up Nation Central, Wednesday, 18 November 2015, Tel Aviv

Inbal Arieli gave an overview of the Israeli innovation and entrepreneurship system and explained why the
country did so well in this sector. She pointed out that Israel has the highest per capita density of start-ups in
the world and stressed that the country also scores high regarding innovation, research and technology.
Furthermore, Israel attracts more venture capital per capita than any other country and has a very high
number of companies, including both very small enterprises, in particular start-ups, and big multinational
companies. According to Ms Arieli, the reason for this Israeli success story is linked to the country's
pioneering mentality, its status as an immigrant nation, the role of the military service, which provides a
large network as well as leadership and soft skills, and the political and administrative support.

During this meeting, the delegation was accompanied by Mr Uri Fishelson, Economic and Trade Affairs
Officer, EU Delegation to Israel.



Delegation for Relations with Israel
PROGRAMME

41st EP/Knesset Interparliamentary Meeting
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, Israel

16 - 18 November 2015



Monday 16 November 2015Individual arrivals to Ben Gurion International AirportTransfer to the Dan Panorama Hotel in Jerusalem,39 Keren Hayesod St', Jerusalem 9418818.30 Briefing by Ambassador Lars Faaborg-Andersen,Head of the EU Delegation to Israel (Dan Panorama HotelJerusalem, Iris Hall)19.30 Dinner at the King David Hotel hosted by
 Ambassador Aviv Shir-On, Deputy DirectorGeneral for European Affairs, , Israeli Ministry ofForeign Affairs
 Ambassador Benny Dagan, Deputy DirectorGeneral and Head of the Center for Policy Research,Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Tuesday 17 November 2015, Jerusalem08.30 Bus transfer to the Knesset
European Parliament/Knesset
Interparliamentary Meeting with:09.30-10.30 The Foreign Affairs and Defence Committeechaired by MK Tzachi Hanegbi (Likud)MK Yaakov Perry (Yesh Atid)MK Avi Dichter (Likud)10.30-12.00 The Knesset Delegation for relations with the EPchaired by MK Yaakov Perry (Yesh Atid)MK Erel Margalit (Zionist Camp)MK Ofer Shelah (Yesh Atid)MK Karin Elharrar (Yesh Atid)MK Merav Ben Ari (Kulanu)MK Yifat Sasha-Biton (Kulanu)MK Elie Alalouf (Kulanu)12.30-13.15 Lunch at the Knesset13.30-14.30 Meeting with the Speaker of the Knesset, MK Yuli-YoelEdelstein14.30-16.00 Bilateral meetings with: MK Erel Margalit (Zionist Camp);MK Ofer Shelah (Yesh Atid); and MK Aida Touma-Sliman(Joint List)16.30 Welcoming note at the plenary by MK Yehiel Hilik Bar(Zionist Camp), Deputy Speaker17.30-18.30 Briefing on Iran at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs byAmbassador Jeremy Issacharoff, Vice Director General,



Head of Multilateral Affairs Directorate19.00 Transfer to Tel Aviv to the Dan Panorama Hotel, CharlesClore Park, 10 Kaufman Street, Tel Aviv 6801220.30 Dinner in the Tamar Hall of the Dan Panorama Hotel, TelAviv with analysts from The Israel Project:Brig. Gen. (ret.) Mike Herzog, Analyst, The Israel ProjectMr Stéphane Cohen, Analyst, The Israel ProjectMrs Ronit Shebson, Analyst, The Israel ProjectOvernight in Tel Aviv
Wednesday 18 November 2015, Tel Aviv09.30 Guided tour of the Tel Aviv start-up district10.30 Visit of the start-up company Nautilus powered by AOLand presentation on start-ups and entrepreneurship inIsrael by Ms Inbal Arieli, Vice-President, Start-Up NationCentral13.00 End of the programme and transfer to Ben Gurion airport



PRESS STATEMENT

Tel Aviv, 18 November 2015

8 Members of the European Parliament's Delegation for relations with Israel, headed by
Fulvio Martusciello (EPP/IT), conducted a working visit to Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, Israel,
from 16-18 November 2015 in the framework of the 41st Interparliamentary Meeting between
the European Parliament and the Knesset.

During its two-day visit, the delegation held several meetings in the Knesset, in particular
with Mr Yuli-Yoel Edelstein, Speaker of the Knesset, the Foreign Affairs and Defence
Committee, the Knesset Delegation for relations with the European Parliament, and with
representatives from several political groups. Discussions focussed on EU-Israel relations,
including the recent 'interpretative notice on indication of origin of goods from the territories
occupied by Israel since June 1967', the Middle East Peace Process and the escalation of
violence in Jerusalem and elsewhere, the Iran nuclear deal and the security challenges in the
Middle East. In addition, the delegation met experts of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and of
'The Israel Project'. It also visited two high tech companies in Tel Aviv to discuss EU-Israel
relations in the field of science and technology and the role of start-ups.

The Chair

 underlines that Israel is a close friend of the European Union and praises the good and
extensive bilateral ties, which create enormous benefits for both sides;

 calls for a further deepening of EU-Israel relations on the political, economic, cultural and
societal level, and especially regarding trade, investment, science, research, technology,
education, energy, and climate change;

 in view of the serious security challenges that the Middle East and Europe are facing,
underlines the need to step up cooperation in the fight against terrorism, radicalisation and
violent extremism and to address the root causes throughout the region; strategic
communication, interfaith and civil society dialogue as well as academic and cultural
exchanges play an important role in this;

 is deeply concerned by the escalation of violence in Jerusalem and elsewhere, which has
led to the death and injury of many civilians; condemns, and calls for an immediate end
to, all acts of violence and incitement to violence and hatred, and underlines the
importance of measures to de-escalate the situation;

 stresses the need to tackle the causes of the violence and encourages all leaders to restart a
political process with the ultimate aim of reaching a two-state solution; recalls that one of
the best ways to make progress with regard to the Middle East Peace Process is to make
small and practical steps to improve the situation on the ground; believes that the Arab
community in Israel could play an important role in this process.


