
PRESS STATEMENT

Tel Aviv, 18 November 2015

8 Members of the European Parliament's Delegation for relations with Israel, headed by Fulvio
Martusciello (EPP/IT), conducted a working visit to Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, Israel, from 16-18
November 2015 in the framework of the 41st Interparliamentary Meeting between the European
Parliament and the Knesset.

During its two-day visit, the delegation held several meetings in the Knesset, in particular with Mr
Yuli-Yoel Edelstein, Speaker of the Knesset, the Foreign Affairs and Defence Committee, the
Knesset Delegation for relations with the European Parliament, and with representatives from
several political groups. Discussions focussed on EU-Israel relations, including the recent
'interpretative notice on indication of origin of goods from the territories occupied by Israel since
June 1967', the Middle East Peace Process and the escalation of violence in Jerusalem and
elsewhere, the Iran nuclear deal and the security challenges in the Middle East. In addition, the
delegation met experts of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and of 'The Israel Project'. It also visited
two high tech companies in Tel Aviv to discuss EU-Israel relations in the field of science and
technology and the role of start-ups.

The Chair
 underlines that Israel is a close friend of the European Union and praises the good and extensive

bilateral ties, which create enormous benefits for both sides;

 calls for a further deepening of EU-Israel relations on the political, economic, cultural and
societal level, and especially regarding trade, investment, science, research, technology,
education, energy, and climate change;

 in view of the serious security challenges that the Middle East and Europe are facing, underlines
the need to step up cooperation in the fight against terrorism, radicalisation and violent
extremism and to address the root causes throughout the region; strategic communication,
interfaith and civil society dialogue as well as academic and cultural exchanges play an
important role in this;

 is deeply concerned by the escalation of violence in Jerusalem and elsewhere, which has led to
the death and injury of many civilians; condemns, and calls for an immediate end to, all acts of
violence and incitement to violence and hatred, and underlines the importance of measures to
de-escalate the situation;

 stresses the need to tackle the causes of the violence and encourages all leaders to restart a
political process with the ultimate aim of reaching a two-state solution; recalls that one of the
best ways to make progress with regard to the Middle East Peace Process is to make small and
practical steps to improve the situation on the ground; believes that the Arab community in
Israel could play an important role in this process.


