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Introduction
On 16 May, the European Court of Justice issued its
much-awaited opinion on the EU-Singapore Free Trade

. By unequivocally spelling out which exclusiveAgreement
external competences the EU enjoys and which external
competences are shared with the Member States, the
Court of Justice cleared an issue which had clouded EU
trade policy for a long time. Trade MEPs will debate the
implications of this sweeping ruling on 30 May. On 10
May, the European Commission published its ‘Reflection
Paper on ’ as part of the widerHarnessing Globalisation
debate triggered by the March White Paper on the Future
of Europe. The reflection paper sees globalisation as a
positive force for change, but one that also brings
significant challenges. It points to possible way forwards

for the EU, Member States, regional and local authorities on how to tackle the drawbacks of globalisation. These topics
as well as the future of EU trade policy at large, are likely to feature in the exchange between Commissioner Malmström

 at their next meeting on 30 May.and trade MEPs

 
UN Secretary General António Guterres on making globalisation fairer – address at EP
Plenary on 17 May 2017

“I am strongly engaged in the reform of the UN […] That
means, for us, the reform of the UN development system,
to make it much more effective in supporting Member
States in the implementation of the Agenda 2030 that we
hope, as an agenda for sustainable development, can
bring a very important contribution to re-establish the trust
between peoples and the international systems based on
making sure that no one is left behind, making sure that
we have a more fair globalisation.”

 

http://www.newsgate.ep.parl.union.eu/newsgate/expo/resource/static/images/international-trade-committee.png


Commissioner Malmström in INTA to debate future course of EU trade
policy

Trade Commissioner Cecilia Malmström will address the
Members of the International Trade committee on Tuesday 30
May between 15:00 and 16:30. The exchange will serve as an
opportunity to discuss the implementation of the 2017

 and the upcoming priorities forCommission Work Programme
the rest of the legislature. The annual Structured Dialogue
exchange will be an opportunity to take the pulse of the
European common commercial policy. MEPs are set to debate
with the Commissioner about the progress of legislative files
currently being considered by Parliament and Council and the
state of play of bilateral, plurilateral and multilateral

negotiations. It will also be an opportunity to ask the Commissioner about the next steps following the publication of the
Commission’s reflection paper on Harnessing Globalisation and the impact of the ruling of the European Court of Justice
on the EU-Singapore FTA on EU trade policy.

 

INTA MEPs travel to Indonesia to discuss new trade deal
INTA Members travelled to Indonesia from 21-24 May, to
discuss the scope and the potential of the new trade deal under

 with governmental, parliamentary, civil society andnegotiation
industry representatives. The delegation visited the country as
the EU and Indonesia are working on deepening trade relations
by a comprehensive free trade agreement. The visit took place
between the second and third negotiation round. Opportunities,
expectations and possible sensitive issues for the new trade
deal, including environmental issues linked to the palm oil
industry were on the table. The delegation was headed by
Sajjad Karim (ECR, UK), INTA standing rapporteur for South
Asia and was composed of Adam Szejnfeld (EPP, PL), Pedro
Silva Pereira (S&D, PO), Tiziana Beghin (EFDD, IT) and Hannu

Takkula (ALDE, FI).

INTA considers ECJ ruling on the scope of common commercial policy
Members will discuss the implications of the long-awaited ruling
, which clarifies competences for concluding free trade
agreements. There had been a considerable uncertainty about
competences of the Union and of the Member States in practice
since the Lisbon treaty expanded the scope of the common
commercial policy. The Court’s ruling, placing almost all of the
EU - Singapore FTA provisions within the exclusive
competence of the Union provides clarity. Only the provisions
on non-direct investment and those concerning dispute
settlement between investors and states now fall within
competence shared between the European Union and the
Member States. The decision opens new possibilities and
policy choices to be explored perhaps with regard to

agreements with Singapore, Vietnam and scope of future agreements, e.g with Australia, New Zealand and later
possibly the UK.

 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/work-programme-2017_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/work-programme-2017_en
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/countries/indonesia/
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/countries/indonesia/
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2017-05/cp170052en.pdf


Work continues on key TDI files
Work continued in May on the modernisation of Trade Defence Instruments (  by  EPP, SE). Areport Christofer Fjellner
third trilogue negotiation meeting between Council, Parliament and Commission will take place on Wednesday 31 May.
INTA MEPs are also set to vote on the  by  (EPP, IT) on the new methodology of TDI calculation atreport Salvatore Cicu
their 19-20 June meeting.

 

Hearing on Intellectual Property Rights in international trade
A fair and balanced system of Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) is key for establishing a conducive environment for
creators and at the same time ensuring the even spreading of innovation and progress. Trade MEPs will hear from
experts, academics and industry how current IPRs impact trade and in turn how trade impacts IPRs, as the international
economic system increasingly relies on global value chains. The hearing will aim at providing an up-to-date perspective
on existing IPR provisions in free trade agreements, their implementation and possible improvements for the future,
while taking account of the WTO and WIPO frameworks.

 

Gender equality in trade agreements
On 11 May, the Committee on International Trade and the Committee on Women’
s Rights and Gender Equality (FEMM) held a  on the impact of tradejoint hearing
on gender equality. The hearing saw the participation of four external experts (Ms
Marzia Fontana, Research Associate at SOAS, University of London; Ms Mariama
Williams, Senior Programme Officer at the South Centre; Ms Gea Meijers,
Member of WIDE+ Trade and Gender WG; Ms Paola Subacchi, Chatham House)
and a representative from DG TRADE (EC). Participants and MEPs highlighted
the need to give greater prominence to the gender dimension in trade agreements
and to develop and improve the analytical tools available to fully grasp the impact
of trade on the promotion – or erosion – of gender equality. The hearing served as
a contribution to the work of MEPs  (GUE, IT) and Eleonora Forenza Malin Björk
(SE, GUE) who are currently preparing a joint INTA-FEMM  onown initiative report
Gender Equality in EU Trade agreements. This will include recommendations to
the Commission for addressing gender inequality in trade policy. The

consideration of a working document will take place at a joint FEMM/INTA meeting on 19 June.

 

INTA in Plenary
A number of trade related files were debated and voted on during the 15-18
plenary session in Strasbourg. On Tuesday 16 May, plenary adopted the report
by  (EFDD, IT) on the evaluation of external aspects of customsTiziana Beghin
performance and management as a tool to facilitate trade and fight illicit trade. On
the same day, plenary voted on the  by MEP  (EPP, PT)report Fernando Ruas
which gave the go-ahead to the European Union to accede to the International
Cotton Advisory Committee (ICAC). ICAC acts as a statistical observer and brings
together producing, consuming, and trading countries and all segments of the
cotton industry acting as a facilitator. On Wednesday 17 May, MEPs debated in

plenary three INTA reports. The first was the  by MEP Implementation of the EU-Korea Free Trade Agreement Adam
 (EPP, PL). The vote on the report followed on the next day (press release ). The second item discussedSzejnfeld here

was the  on the State-of-play of the implementation of the Sustainability Compact in Bangladesh by INTAOral Question
Chair  (S&D, DE) and MEP  (ECR, UK). This Oral Question is accompanied by a resolutionBernd Lange Sajjad Karim
set to be voted on 14 June in plenary. Finally, MEPs held a joint debate on the  by  (EFDD, IT) onreport David Borrelli
the agreement between the EU, Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway on an EEA Financial Mechanism 2014-2021 – to
which the Parliament gave its consent the following day - and the  by Chair Lange on the Increase inOral Question
Norwegian duties on agricultural products/recent negotiations on the fish trade protocol.  At the next plenary (31 May-1
June) in Brussels, MEPs have requested a Commission Statement on granting GSP+ to Sri Lanka and the plenary will
debate the report by  (EPP, PL) on the introduction of temporary autonomous trade measures forJarosław Wałęsa
Ukraine  on 4 May.after the INTA committee voted on them
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/femm/events-hearings.html?id=20170426CHE01501
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2017/2015(INI)
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2015/2059(INI)
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1909/BERND_LANGE_home.html
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20170504IPR73404/trade-meps-back-further-trade-preferences-to-ukraine-with-some-exceptions


 

Upcoming votes in Committee
Trade MEPs are set to vote on the INTA opinion to the AFET  on Corruption and human rights in third countries byreport
rapporteur  (S&D, AT); they are also set to give their view on the Political Dialogue andGraswander-Hainz Karoline
Cooperation Agreement between the EU and Cuba and vote on the report by  (EPP, DE) on this .Reimer Böge file
Finally, they will vote on the  on the State-of-play of the implementation of the Sustainability Compact inreport
Bangladesh by MEP  (ECR, UK).Sajjad Karim

 

RECENT TRADE NEWS

New US Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer takes office

On Monday, 15 May, Robert Lighthizer was sworn in as the 18th United States
 (USTR) just after he had been confirmed by the US SenateTrade Representative

with 82 votes in favour and 14 against. The Office of the USTR is in charge of
developing U.S. trade policy and supervising negotiations with third countries. On
being confirmed as USTR he stated that “"By expanding export market access
through negotiating good trade deals and enforcing U.S. trade laws, we can raise
wages and help level the playing field for American workers, farmers, ranchers,
and job-creators." He already reached out to the EU Trade Commissioner, Cecilia
Malmström, as well as the WTO Director General, Roberto Azevêdo by calling
them shortly after taking office.

 
ECJ annuls the Commission decision on the “Stop TTIP” European Citizens’ Initiative

On 10 May the General Court of the European Court of Justice  refusing theannulled the Commission decision
registration of the proposed European citizens’ initiative ‘Stop TTIP’. In July 2014, a citizens’ committee asked the
Commission to register a European citizens’ initiative entitled ‘Stop TTIP’. This group of citizens was asking the
Commission to recommend to the Council to cancel the mandate which allowed the Commission to negotiate the
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership with the US and to refrain from concluding the Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement with Canada. The General Court finds that the Citizens’ proposal does not constitute an
inadmissible interference in the legislative procedure, but it represents instead the legitimate initiation of a democratic
debate in a timely manner. An appeal, limited to points of law, may now be brought by the Commission before the Court
of Justice against the decision of the General Court within two months of notification of the decision.

 
WTO Committee on Trade Facilitation meets for first time

On 16 May WTO members convened for the first meeting of the Committee on
, the body responsible for overseeing implementation of theTrade Facilitation

WTO’s Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA). The TFA entered into force on 22
February 2017 following its ratification by two-thirds of the WTO membership. The
Committee on Trade Facilitation was established in order to provide WTO
members with a forum to consult on matters related to the operation of the TFA
and the advancement of its objectives. The committee will develop procedures for
the sharing of relevant information and best practices among members. After four
years, the committee will review the operation and the implementation of the TFA.
At the inaugural meeting, members elected Ambassador Daniel Blockert
(Sweden) as chair of the committee. A seminar will be held on 2 June at the WTO
to mark the entry into force of the TFA.
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STATE OF PLAY OF EU TRADE DISPUTE SETTLEMENT
 

EU Appeal in Boeing-Airbus case

The United States criticised the European Union’s decision to launch an appeal in the , saying inBoeing-Airbus case
their  that “there is simply no valid reason for the Appellate Body to retroactively absolve the EU of theopening remarks
finding that it breached its obligations.” The EU, in its  at the first hearing on the 2 May, defended itsopening remarks
decision to appeal the ruling by saying that US arguments were based on numerous “erroneous interpretations” of WTO
law.

 
Status Report in Biotech Products

The European Union has expressed its readiness to continue its discussions with the United States regarding
implementation of the DSB recommendations and rulings in the dispute on Measures Affecting the Approval of Biotech
Products ( ) following the mutually agreed solutions reached with Argentina  and Canada.WT/DS291

 
 

TRADE NEGOTIATIONS
 13-14 June, Baku1  Round of EU-Azerbaijan Comprehensive Agreement,st

 26-30 June, Mexico City4  Round of EU-Mexico Free Trade Agreement,th

 

PUBLICATIONS
 

European Parliamentary Research Service
, Gisela Grieger, Briefing, EuropeanForeign direct investment screening: A debate in light of China-EU FDI flows

Parliament, EPRS, 17 May 2017, 12 p.

, Roderick Harte, Briefing, EuropeanMultilateralism in international trade: WTO achievements and challenges
Parliament, EPRS, 17 May 2017, 12 p.

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/cases_e/ds316_e.htm
http://g8fip1kplyr33r3krz5b97d1.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/US-opening-statement-Boeing-Airbus-dispute.pdf
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2017/may/tradoc_155595.05.01%20DS316%20EU%20opening%20statement.pdf
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/cases_e/1pagesum_e/ds291sum_e.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI%282017%29603941
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/603919/EPRS_BRI%282017%29603919_EN.pdf


 

EP Research Service library collection

,Handel(n) von links : Alternativen zur Handelspolitik der Europäischen Union. Eine Flugschrift
Helmut Scholz et al., VSA, 120 p., 2017, "Linke Analysen der EU-Handelspolitik haben sich
bislang auf einzelne Bereiche – z.B. die Freihandelsabkommen oder
Wirtschaftspartnerschaftsabkommen mit Dritte-Welt-Staaten – beschränkt. Einem »Alternativen
Handelsmandat« wurde zu wenig Beachtung eingeräumt. Die AutorInnen dieser Flugschrift
wollen das ändern. Sie stellen Konzepte verschiedener linker Parteien,
Nichtregierungsorganisationen und Gewerkschaften für eine neue europäische Handelspolitik
vor und beleben die Debatte um alternativen und fairen Handel."

Regulation of cross-border establishment in China and the EU. A comparative law and
, Guang Shen, Intersentia Uitgevers, 320 p., 2016, “This book examines theeconomics approach

regulation of the inter-provincial establishment of companies in China and the EU regulation of
the cross-border establishment of companies from the perspective of comparative law and
economics. Therefore, it is of interest for law and economics scholarship, companies doing
business in China and policy makers responsible for regulating business establishment.”

, Hendrik Van den Berg, Routledge, xxviii, 649International Economics: A Heterodox Approach
p., 2017, “Presents the key orthodox neoclassical models of international trade and investment,
whilst supplementing them with a variety of heterodox approaches. This edition includes: Recent
trade negotiations and the Greek crisis; Pluralist approaches with more coverage of alternative
schools of thought; The growing financialization of global economic activity; Real world
examples; Coverage of environmental issues; transnational corporations and their behaviour in
the international economy; the difference between international investment and international
finance; and monetary history; A consolidated chapter on international banking.”

Development by Free Trade? The Impact of the European Unions' Neoliberal Agenda on the
, Gisela Baumgratz, Khaled Chaabane, Werner Ruf, Wilfried Telkämper,North African Countries

Peter Lang, 288 p., 2017, "One year ago the negotiations between Tunisia and the European
Union about a deep and comprehensive free trade agreement (DCFTA) had started in Tunis.
Experts from both sides of the Mediterranean accepted to contribute to this book in order to
foster the public debate in the North-African countries by informing actors of the civil society
about the risks of this new generation of free trade agreements of the EU for the respective
countries and their population."

, a fact sheet that lists information sources offered via EPRS LibraryResearch and information sources related to International Trade
subscriptions; Newsletters, databases, e-journals and e-books.

For more information please visit intranet pages on International Trade

Contact: , Ext. 46201 / , Ext. 42871, European Parliamentary Research ServiceOdile Maisse Nils Hammarlund
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LINKS:

Agendas and meeting documents

Webstreaming and recordings

Standing rapporteurs

Voting results

INTA on Twitter

:Newsletter Subscription

inta-secretariat@ep.europa.eu

Press releases:

inta-press@ep.europa.eu

Legal disclaimer

The content of the newsletter is drafted by the INTA Secretariat and is provided for general information purposes only. The content
is only indicative and subject to changes. The Newsletter may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other
organizations. The INTA Secretariat does not necessarily endorse the views expressed on these websites.

http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/archives/201701/INTA
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/schedule?committee=INTA
https://polcms.secure.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/upload/cd936e2b-25af-4239-b53e-abfae6594cff/inta-standing-and-shadow-rapporteurs.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/votes-in-committee.html?id=20150126CPU00983
https://twitter.com/EP_Trade

