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EU-MOLDOVA PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE 

  Fourth Meeting 

22 May 2017 

FINAL STATEMENT AND RECOMMENDATIONS  

Pursuant to Article 441 (3) of the Association Agreement  

 

(The adopted text may be subject to final linguistic and technical adaptations) 

Under the co-chairmanship of Mr. Andi Cristea, on behalf of the European Parliament, and of Mr Mihail 

Ghimpu, on behalf of the Parliament of the Republic of Moldova, (hereinafter ‘Moldova’), the fourth 

meeting of the EU-Moldova Parliamentary Association Committee (PAC) was held in Chisinau on 22 

May 2017.  

The Parliamentary Association Committee, having considered the state of play of EU-Moldova 

relations and of implementation of the Association Agreement, agreed upon the following final 

statement and recommendations.  

The Parliamentary Association Committee:    

 1. Expresses great satisfaction about the positive impact of the implementation of the EU-Moldova 

Association Agreement with its Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA), such as the 

consolidation of EU’s position as Moldova’s main trading partner and the adoption of key reforms;  

2. Welcomes the adoption of the 2017-2019 National Action Plan on implementing the Association 

Agreement and of the annual legislative programme for the implementation of the Association 

Agreement in 2017; emphasises that the Association Agreement covers the whole territory of the 

Republic of Moldova, and is for the benefit of the whole population; 

3. Recalls that the aim of the Association Agreement is to significantly deepen political and economic 

relations between Moldova and the EU; stresses that a full implementation of the agreement will bring 

tangible improvements to Moldovan citizens in their daily life in areas such as education, employment, 

rule of law and justice, and increase their living standards and their security;  

4. Stresses that the signing and ratification of the Association Agreement does not constitute the final 
goal in EU-Moldova relations and points out that pursuant to Article 49 TEU, the Republic of Moldova 

has a European perspective and may apply to become a member of the European Union provided it 

adheres to the principles of democracy, respects fundamental freedoms, minority rights, and ensures 

the rule of law;  

5. Takes note of the joint statement issued at the end of the Association Council of 31 March 2017, as 

well as of the Association Implementation Report on the Republic of Moldova released by the European 

Commission and the EEAS on 13 March 2017, which acknowledges the reforms already undertaken 

but stresses that strong implementation measures are needed, as well further reform efforts to improve 

the rule of law and the business environment, which is still affected by endemic corruption, as well as 

inconsistent policy making;  
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6. Underlines therefore the utmost importance of an genuine fight against corruption, particularly at 

high level; reiterates that de-politicised state institutions and eradication of corruption at all levels are 

required for the reform process to have credibility in the eyes of the public; regrets, in this respect, the 

slow pace of implementation of the legislative package on integrity adopted in August 2016; underlines 

in particular the need to ensure a careful selection process of a truly independent leadership and 

inspectors of the National Integrity Authority and to allocate sufficient funding for its functioning, 

including the introduction of an efficient e-declaration system of assets by the end of 2017; 

7. Stresses furthermore the utmost importance of a profound reform of the justice system and in this 

respect looks forward to a new justice reform strategy; underlines the need to enhance transparency and 

impartiality of the selection of judges and prosecutors, notably through the establishment of a single 

point of career entry into the judiciary in accordance with integrity criteria and ensuring a minimum 

professional training for all magistrates; reminds of the high expectations of citizens regarding the 

judicial proceedings related to the banking fraud and of the need to bring all those responsible to justice; 

expresses therefore disappointment at the lack of progress in the prosecution of cases following the 

publication of the results of the first phase of the Kroll investigation; urges the relevant authorities to 

publish the Kroll report on the second-phase of investigation as soon as it is available; stresses that all 

trials should be held in line with international standards and should be transparent; 

8. Welcomes the comprehensive assistance provided by the EU to help Moldova pursue its reform path 

in line with the commitments under the Association Agreement, including the support provided by the 

European Parliament inter alia through the Comprehensive Democracy Support Actions; looks forward 

to a rapid completion of the discussion on Macro-Financial Assistance for Moldova, for which the 

disbursement of each tranche should be linked to the fulfilment of clear and strict conditions; invites 

Moldova to make best use of EU financial assistance, with a view to generating visible and tangible 

benefits to the citizens of the state; 

9. Stresses that any reform linked to the electoral process should be decided on the basis of a broad 

consultation in the society and a broad consensus among political forces and should first and foremost 

aim at addressing the shortcomings identified in the conclusions of the international Election 

Observation missions, in particular of the final report on the presidential elections of 30 October and 

13 November 2016 released by the OSCE/ODIHR on 15 February 2017; this includes polarised media 

coverage, abuse of administrative resources, the use of sexist language and gender stereotyping as well 

as instances of homophobic language, unclear rules regarding campaign financing and institutional 

shortcomings such as lack of capacity of the Central Election Commission and of the Audiovisual 

Coordination Council to perform their supervisory role and enforce rules in their respective remit as 

well as lack of effective sanctions in case of infringement; recognises that Moldovan citizens living 

abroad must be able to exercise their right to vote and the authorities have to provide an adequate 

number of polling stations and ballots to this end; emphasises that it is crucial to address these concerns 

in time for the next parliamentary elections; 

 

10. Calls on the Moldovan authorities to adopt a new National Human Rights Action Plan; welcomes 

the signature of the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against 

women and domestic violence in February 2017 and looks forward to a swift ratification; furthermore 

welcomes the introduction of the emergency protection order to protect the victims of domestic 

violence; 

 

11. On media, reminds of the importance of transparency of media ownership and of ensuring media 

pluralism - including of TV channels, protecting independent media and freedom of expression, and 
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reforming the national broadcaster; in this respect, stresses once more the urgency of adopting a new 

audiovisual code which has been pending for several years already; therefore calls on the related 

working group that was recently established by the Moldovan Parliament to operate quickly with a view 

to the adoption of a new audiovisual code in consultation with civil society and with support of the EU, 

the Council of Europe and the OSCE and aligning with the relevant EU Directives; 
 

12. Reiterates its calls on Chisinau and Tiraspol to intensify their efforts in order to find an effective 

solution for the settlement of the Transnistria conflict in the framework of the 5+2 talks and to take 

concrete steps to improve the livelihoods of the population; therefore encourages all sides to resume 

the 5+2 talks as soon as possible; reminds the Russian Federation of its long overdue commitment to 

withdraw all Russian troops from Moldova, in line with the 1999 Declaration of Istanbul OSCE 

Summit; 

 

13. Reaffirms that Moldova's civil society has a key role to play in monitoring the implementation of 

the Association Agreement and of the reform agenda; encourages the government and the parliament 

to cooperate with the EU-Moldova Civil Society Platform, which was set up within the framework of 

the Association Agreement for this purpose; reiterates that the engagement with civil society should be 

systematic and continuous and invites to use best practice of other Eastern Partnership countries in this 

area; 

14. Recalls that the Parliamentary Association Committee must be informed of the decisions and 

recommendations of the Association Council; stresses that, in order to be able to meaningfully 

contribute to the implementation process, the Parliamentary Association Committee should furthermore 

be kept informed about the work of the Association Committee and Sub-Committees;  

15. Emphasises the need to communicate to the public on the aims and content of the Association 

Agreement and the direct and concrete benefits for citizens arising from its implementation; underlines 

the importance of promoting objective, independent and impartial information in this regard, and of 

enhancing the capacity of the EU and its partners to counter false information and propaganda 

campaigns; notes that the sophisticated nature of such hostile campaigns requires a wide-ranging 

response, including raising awareness and information literacy of the citizens and support for local and 

online media;  

 16. Intends to hold the next meeting of the EU-Moldova Parliamentary Association Committee in the 

autumn 2017 in the premises of the European Parliament. 
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